




















‘throughout the “Good Fight”. In Holland, France and Bel-
gium we met many courageous people. Men and women,
undernourished, living almost without hope for years — yet
when we came the helping hand and heart were there.

Bravery is evident on the battlefield but courage remains
while the heart beats. May we then say to all our friends in
Europe, “You owe us no debt — we came because Ireedom
and Justice are more important than life itself”. We owe you
much for all you have done for us and when we are gone,
think kindly of these rough, noisy Canadians.

4 CANADIAN LAA REGIMENT, RCA

No history of this regiment could be complete without
reference to “C’” Troop of the 6gth Battery, 4th LAA Regiment
RCA. From the early days of the invasion until the final
knockout blow they lived and deployed with us. Good shooting
and fellowship was the keynote, so much so that many new

recruits thought we were all of the same regiment; well so
we are — the RovyAL CANADIAN ARTILLERY.








































PART TWO

TRAINING IN ENGLAND

The regiment disembarked at Gourock, Scotland on Friday,
November 13, 1941 and proceeded by train to Aldershot. That
night they were quartered in Lille Barracks, Farnborough
along with 3 Canadian Anti-Tank Regiment, RCA. Soon after
their arrival the landing leaves commenced. Many officers
were sent on courses at the School of Gunnery and as soon
as vehicles could be obtained the men were given driving
instruction on the English roads. ,

The regiment came under command of #Canadian Infantry
Brigade (7 C.I.B.) for tacties and operations and also went
on a Field Ration basis. 25 Pdr field guns were soon drawn
and the men set about to familiarize themselves with their
new weapons.

Major-General Price, GOC 3 Canadian Infantry Division,
inspected the men towards the end of the month and not long
after, the regiment moved to Lindfield and Haywards Heath,
Sussex.

From here they went to the firing camp at Sennybridge,
Wales, experiencing enroute all the convoy troubles possible
to a new unit in a strange country. At Sennybridge the new
guns were calibrated and course shooting carried out in very
difficult weather.! After ten days of strenuous training the
regiment returned to Lindfield bivouacing en route at Rouvers
Camp, Gloucester.

Not long after a Corps scheme ‘“Beaver’’ began, lasting for
three days after which the regiment returned again to Lind-
field. A number of trips were made with the guns to the
Alfriston Ranges where all types of shoots were conducted.
These days saw very intensive training, many small schemes,
and many special courses outside the unit. 2

In April Lieut D. C. CaMPBELL delivered a talk on behalf
of the regiment over the BBC, which was transmitted by
- short wave to Canada. *“..Our first winter in England is over,
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and with six months service over here completed, we feel
ourselves seasoned members of the army overseas ... There
has been lots of training to keep us busy lately — tactical
exercises, schemes and maneouvres. In our travels with our
vehicles and guns we have seen much of the picturesque coun-
tryside. Like all strangers, we have found England attractive
and endlessly interesting. The boys enjoy seeing new places
and making new acquaintances. The English people have been
kind and hospitable.”

The next move was to Denne Park near Horsham replacing
2 Canadian Infantry Division, which had gone to the Isle of
Wight to commence training for the Dieppe assault. At Denne
Park, Major J. W. DopbDs joined the regiment as 2 i/c.

From here the regiment made preparations for exercise
“Tiger”’. The Canadians were under command of Lieut-General
McNavuGHTON with General MONTGOMERY in command of the
total operation, which lasted twelve rain-soaked days and
involved numerous night moves. This was the largest and
the toughest scheme the unit had been on up to that date. To
be able to boast of having participated in ““Tiger” was the
mark of a veteran, and those days provided many a story
later on, when the gang gathered in the pubs with their pint
of “bitter.” 3 '

In June the regiment moved to the firing practice camp at
Larkhill (West Down Camp). ¢ After a strenuous week and a
half they returned to new quarters on the South Coast, the
22nd Bty going to Firle Park, the 44th to Seaford, and the
28th to Wilmington.® From there another wet, exhausting
exercise by the name of ‘“Harold” was carried out. Both
““Harold” and ‘“Tiger” were designed with the intention of
confusing the enemy as to the role of 2 Canadian Infantry
Division.

During these months the regiment was acting in a counter-
invasion role. The 13 Canadian Field Regiment was part of
the artillery group under command of 7 Canadian Infantry
Brigade, whose task it was to protect the Newhaven sector
on the South coast of England against a possible landing from
the Continent.
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The next move was to Findon, an area previously occupied
by 3 Canadian Field Regiment, RCA of 1 Canadian Infantry
Division. Not long after, Lt-Col H. A. SPARLING & took over
command of the regiment.

On 30 November the regiment moved to the firing ranges
at Builth Wells, stopping off over night at the staging camp
at Cirencester. The men travelled by road while the tractors,
guns and carriers moved by train. The operational role of the
regiment at Findon was taken over by 8 Army Field Regiment,
RCA. 7

The regiment stayed at Builth Wells for ten days carrying
out an intensive training programme and tightening up on
discipline 7 From this exercise the unit moved to new quarters
with the 22nd Battery at Brighton, the 44th Battery at
Steyning and the 78th Battery at Worthing. Not long after
the whole regiment moved to Billingshurst, staying there from
December to October of the following year. Shortly after
Christmas, Major G. F. RAINNIE arrived to take over as second
in command. ® From here a few short trips were made to the
Alfriston ranges leading up to the famous exercise “Spartan”.
For this exercise General MCNAUGHTON took command of
four Canadian divisions with which he pushed the opposition
through Southern England and into the Midlands. ‘“Spartan”
was a toughening exercise involving twelve days of long
marches, short rations and quick deployments. The regiment
“fought” through Alton, Newbury, withdrew to Didcot and
then advanced again through Abington, Littlemore, Oxford,
Oakley, Nash, Little Lindford and Bedford. It was on this
exercise that compo ration (a diet which was to become very
familiar to the men taking part in the invasion of the Continent)
was first used. ?

The following month exercise ‘“Welsh” took place. It was
of a different nature, being a competitive scheme between
the First, Second and Third Canadian Divisions as well as
artillery regiments in other Canadian formations. The artillery
of 3 Canadian Infantry Division fired on the ranges at Alfriston,
Stockbridge, Gloucester and Sennybridge as the battle of
fire and movement proceeded westwards.
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30 May 43 At this time Lt-Col W. S. ZEIGLER !® took over command
of the regiment, while Major J. D. BAIRD™ took over command
1o Jun 43 of the 22nd Field Battery. Action wasexpectedin the fall and
the unit went through many weeks of toughening on assault
courses, strenuous schemes and short rations. Leaves were
cancelled for some time.
In September came the first indications to the men that
3 Canadian Infantry Division had been chosen for an assault
role when the regiment was sent to the Combined Operations
Training School at Inverness on Loch Fyne. As early as July 8,
1943 we find the 3 Canadian Infantry Division included in
the plans for the initial assault on the Continent. The 13th
Canadian Field Regiment was to be part of this assault force,
along with the other two field artillery regiments of the divi-
sion. Because of technical difficulties and the possibility of
fighting at close quarters, the artillery was to be of the self-
propelled type with the gun mounted on a heavily armoured
chassis. The training programme set down at that time was
of an ambitious nature. The preliminary stage involved first,
the study in the principles of combined operations and second,
the practical use of these principles in embarkation and disem-
barkation, and similiar work special to artillery.
The preliminary stage of training was already underway
18 Jul 43 late in July at Billingshurst when conversion courses and
Combined Operation lectures were begun, along with lectures
in waterproofing, in the use of the American panoramicsight
(dial sight) and lessons in swimming.
The second stage of the training programme took place at
Inverary, Scotland and later at Poole Harbour on the South
English Coast. It was designed to bring the troops to grips
with the actual mechanics of assault landings. At the Combined
Inverary Operations Training School there were countless lectures by
Sep 43 army, navy and air force personnel and the occasional swims

WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS WHO SERVED IN ACTION. The
warrant officers and sergeants on the opposite page and following page are only a
few of those who served with the regiment in action. It is regretted that more photo-
graphs were not available at the time of printing. i
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by the men in full equipment. Here on Loch Fyne the 25 Pdr
guns were fired for the first time from waterborne craft. It
was hoped that field artillery could be used to produce directed
fire from the water, and thereby, assist in shelling the beaches
before a landing was made. At that time this novel use was
still in the experimental stage and, as yet, it was not known
whether it would prove practicable.

Shortly after, the regiment took part in two experimental
exercises. One called “Janfu”, was designed to practice the
movement of craft on a timed basis and also to practice the
artillery in firing a timed programme from LCT’s. The other
called “Wading”’, was designed to teach waterproofing, the
breakdown of personnel on assault scale landings, and the
sequence of the actual landing on the beach.

After a short stay at Lymington the regiment moved to
Bournemouth on the South coast, chosen because of its proxi-
mity to Studland Bay and Poole Harbour, where most of
the assault practice landings were made. Here the regiment
entered the third stage of assault training involving assault
landings and deployments by brigade groups.

The new S.P. guns and command tanks were begmmng to
arrive in increasing numbers. The gun was an American make,
the 105 mm field gun firing a 35 1b H.E. shell, mounted
on a modified tank chassis of the Sherman type. Through the
winter it was a familiar sight to see the S.P.’s roaring along
the crowded streets of Bournemouth on their way, perhaps,
to another of the many waterborne exercises, or to the New
Forest area; their seven men crews perched on top beside the
gun and among the shell cases or web equipment, all dressed
in black coveralls and wearing the new assault type steel
helmets. The first large waterborne exercise from this city
was ‘““Pirate’. This exercise was considered a pattern in minia-
ture upon which all later assault exercises were fashioned. The
run-in (as the approach of the landing craft to the beach is
called) was made at Studland Bay with the guns on the craft

opening fire within sight of the shore. The artillery regiments,

including the 13th Field, were still only partially equipped
“with 105 mm guns and at the last minute the landing on the
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28 Nov 43
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30 Jan 44

beach was cancelled. From the army point of view, however,
“Pirate’” was important, for it decided the much debated
point that ‘“firing of artillery from craft is practical for carrying
out an area shoot”.

More exercises in the same type of training off Studland Bay
followed, leading up to the more important “Vidi-Push”. The
purpose of this exercise was to carry out a complete practice
landing of the assault group followed by the reserve brigade
who were to go through when the beachhead was gained. The
weather was stormy and wet with many men suffering from
sea sickness. The regiment made the run-in, landed on the
beach and after deploying inland fired on observed targets.
The exercise lasted over a week in the most appalling climatic
conditions, yet it proved the plan was correct and feasible.

Just before Christmas the regiment moved to Larkhill for
seven miserably cold days of training. This time they had their
full complement of 105 mm field guns and the men learned much
in their use. On their return Lt-Col F.le P. T. CLIFFORD took over
command of the regiment, which was back in Bournemouthin
time for a happy Christmas with the very hospitable citizens.

It was not all work at Bournemouth. The unit was billeted
in a residential section very near the centre of the city. There
were many cinemas, theatres and concerts and many places
to dance such as The Pavilion, St. Michaels Hall, Woodlands
and the Centenary. Some of the more popular drinking spots
were the Jolly Sailor, the Grange, and the Half Way House at
Poole, the Branksome and Westbourne at Westbourne and the
Silver Grill, Queens, Woodmans and Pembroke in Bornemouth.

After Christmas another water scheme ‘“Cordage’” began
in what might be called the final stage of the assault training
where all arms participated. Again, there were many difficul-
ties which came to light and had to be corrected at a later
date. Waterproofing of vehicles could have been better. The
firing from the craft still lacked the desirable accuracy and
dependability. Disembarking on the beaches was still too
slow. Yet with each successive exercise the necessary perfec-
tion became more complete. After “Cordage” followed another
cold week at the Larkhill ranges.
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Then started the visits of the D.V.’s (distinguished visitors)
called such because their movements were to be kept secret
until the time of the actual visit. Major-General KELLER in-
spected the artillery personnel of the division on February 27,
followed next by General MONTGOMERY who said ““....We 28 Feb 44
are going to see this thing through, you and I.... I have
never seen so many gunners together at one time before. To
see so many is good as it is the gunners who win the battles.”

Another waterborne exercise very similiar to the previous «Prank”
ones, called “Prank’’, was held in March. The following month 5 Mar 44
the regiment left their happy surroundings and moved to the
concentration area at Parkgate, Hampshire, where final Parkgate
preparations for the invasion were made. 2 Apr 44

Exercise “Trousers” was carried out from Southampton

and involved an assault landing on Slapton Sands on the South
English Coast. Slapton Sands was chosen because, though
known only to the senior officers at the time, the area resem- «Trousers”
bled almost exactly the place where the real assault landing 2 Apr 44
was to be made on the Continent. The contour of the shore
line, the type of sand, the depth of the water, even the appr-
oach inland was the same as the men were to confront later.
To make it even more realistic, German defences and traps
were set up on the beach to conform to the defence system
on that part of the beach on the Continent. One of the officers
after D-Day remarked that the similiarity between the two
beaches ‘“‘shook him.”

This was followed later by exercise “Fabius” which was the «“Fabius”
last full scale exercise before the assault on the Continent. Just
before the exercise His Majesty the King inspected the men. 25 Apr 43

All was in readiness for the fateful D-Day. The men were
thoroughly trained, their physical condition and morale
excellent. Two weeks before D-Day a wire fence was put
around the camp area and the regiment was cut off from the
world except for official business. Up to now only the Com-
manding Officer of the regiment, the Second-in-Command and
the Battery Commanders had been briefed concerning the
impending operation “Overlord”’, as the Allied attack in
Western Europe was to be called. Five days before the antici-
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29 May 44

pated D-Day the junior officers and men were given a general
picture of the plan and two days before D-Day the officers
were briefed in detail but using false names and false grid
numbers, giving the suggestion that the landing was to take
place farther north in the Calais area.

In the meantime some of the men had already had a taste
of action. One night, three days before the scheduled embar-
kation, at a time when the lengthy preparations had just been
completed, a lone German plane flew over the area and scored
a direct hit with a heavy bomb on one of the self-propelled
guns. The resultant explosions and fire set off thecontents
of the S.P.’s, including mines, small arms, ammunition, grena-
des, mortar bombs, and Piat bombs. The equipment was
concentrated in the small space available with vehicles parked
nose to tail fully loaded, ready to move off. The conflagration
soon spread, setting off the deadly explosives in the adjacent
vehicles. The men on hand acted quickly. The drivers entered
the vehicles even though some were burning and drove them
to safety through a wall of fire and exploding ammunition.
There is no question that their actions saved over half of the
regimental equipment and many lives. Under the direction
of Major BAIRD, the men also fought the blaze and explosions
with a fire hose working their way from vehicle to vehicle
using one vehicle for protection and bringing to bear the
stream of water on the next vehicle ahead. The fires were
eventually brought under control after three hours of explo-
sions so violent at times that large portions of the armoured
equipment were thrown some distance away. A motorcycle
was found blown a distance of 800 yards. Besides the equip-
ment, many houses in the district were wrecked, yet no one
was killed or seriously injured. The toll of the night consisted
of two Sherman tanks, four S.P.’s, a jeep and three motor-
cycles, all destroyed beyond repair. For their gallant action
during the night, Sgt Burkosky, Bprs Davis, FRANKLIN,
MogricE and Gnrs SHOEMAKER, WILsON and FORBES received
Mention-in-Despatches. 12

The vehicle casualties, all occurring in the 22nd Battery,
were heaviest in Baker Troop. Able Troop was brought up
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INTENSIVE TRAINING

INTENSIVE TRAINING — LARKHILL. The schemes at the firing ranges were always
attended by the critical and unappreciated instructors of gunnery.
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" Combined O_pg_.'

COMBINED OPERATIONS — THEORY. The captain’s cabin on board one of the landing craft
where the ‘“‘combined” part of the operations was most congenial.




PREPARE TO SURFACE - -
WE'LL DI1SCUSS THE NAVY

COMBINED OPERATIONS — PRACTICE. It took some time before
" 'the assault practice landings were able to go according to plan.




to its complement of equipment immediately from the unda-
maged equipment in Baker Troop. That meant only one troop
of the six out of action, yet it was a heartbreaking loss to the
regiment, which expected to be fighting within a few days.
But happily the planners of the invasion had prepared for
such an eventuality and within 24 hours new equipment began
to arrive. It was left to the men of Baker Troop to do the
rest — the waterproofing, provisioning and testing of their
new stores. Some said it could not be done in time, but the
men showed them differently. Work that had previously
taken 2z weeks took z days. Shortly after the loading of the
vehicles onto the landing craft commenced at Gosport and
Southamptom on June 1, Baker Troop was ready for action
along with the rest. The loading, done so many times before,
was carried out smoothly and, as each LCT was filled, it
moved out into the Solent and steamed to its allotted place
in Southampton waters to await for the signal to cross the
Channel.

The weather was bad and exercise ‘“Neptune’’ (which was
the name given to the naval phase of the assault) was post-
poned one day. Late in the afternoon of June 5, when it
appeared that the exercise would be postponed another 24
hours, the fateful code word came through the air indicating
that the Second Front was on. To the 12/13 Artillery Group
went the order ““up anchor’” and ‘“‘take stations’’. The control
motor launch containing Major BAIRD sped in amongst the
LCT’s of the 13th Canadian Field Regiment giving a last wave
and word of encouragement. Over the loud speakers from the
launch came the strains of the artillery quick march “The
Grenadiers”’. Moving in line down the Solent, still with its
martial music playing, the launch led the regiment to whatever
fate had in store. As the line of craft passed the destroyers of
the Royal Navy, the sailors ran to saluting stations to honor
the army which tomorrow would make history.

1 At Sennybridge the calibration was done by fall of shot, airburst ranging and camera.
In course shooting the regiment fired link shoots, area neutralization targets, destructive
targets, smoke screens. The batteries carried out anti-tanks shoots and one of the troops
fired an air OP shoot.

-
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Some changes in personnel:

Major T. L. Souness posted to 1 Cdn Med Regt, RCA.

Major W. R. Dunwell takes over as OC 22 Fd Bty, 27 Mar 42.

Lieut J. Else posted to 6 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA, 7 Mar 42, later returned to 13 Cdn Fd Regt,
RCA as Capt, wounded 6 Jun 44, returned later to 13 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA, served
until Mar 45, posted to 6 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA, as Major, killed in action May 45.

Capt J. D. Southam posted to 7 LAA Regt, RCA.
Capt H. Harrison and Capt R. W. Thompson both promoted and posted to other
artillery regiments.

At Larkhill the regiment practiced fire and movement, advance and withdrawals
supplying continuous support, along with usual course shooting and many lectures.
During a smoke shoot one gun off line caused a shell to fall into the town of Lavington
— no casualties.

Senior Officers 3 Jul 42

Lt-Col J. W. G. Thompson, C.O.

Major J. W. Dodds, 2i/c.

Major W. R. Dunwell OC 22 Cdn Fd Bty.
Major L. Pickering OC 44 Cdn Fd Bty.
Major W. J. Tuchtie OC 78 Cdn Fd Bty.

Later Brigadier H. A. Sparling, DSO; CCRA 1 Cdn Corps.

At Builth Wells the training included battery course shooting, battery fire and move-
ment, tank shooting, Div artillery shoots involving Mike targets on Bty, Regt and
Div grids and the Quick Barrage. The new Uncle target procedure was used.

Major G. F. Rainnie later killed on the beaches of Normandy, 6 Jun 44.

Major R. K. Mackenzie from 14 Fd Regt to be OC 78 Bty, 6 Nov 42.

Major C. R. Ostrom from 14 Fd Regt to be OC 22 Bty,8 Nov 42.

Major Hogarth to be OC 44 Bty, 27 Mar 43.

Major W. J. Tuchtie to 11 Army Fd Regt, RCA, 6 Nov 42.

Major C. R. Dunwell to 14 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA, 8 Nov 42.

Major J. W. Dodds to Junior Staff College, Kingston as Instructor, 29 Nov 42.
Major E, Pickering to 12 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA, 27 Mar 43.

Later Brigadier W. S. Zeigler, CBE, DSO, ED; C.R.A 1 Cdn Inf Div.
Later I1t-Col J. D. Baird

¥ Sgt Burkosky, J. (Later killed in action).
Bdr Davis, A, S.

Bdr Franklin, J. W,

Bdr Morice, J. F.

Gnr Shoemaker, L. E,

Gor Wilson, G.

Gnr Forbes, L. I.




PART THREE

ACTIVE SERVICE

1. THE ASSAULT

On the afternoon of June 5 the great armada of large
and small craft headed out into the open channel, guided on
their course by an endless series of luminous floating markers.

When the code word had been received that day, giving
the order to move, the ship’s strong boxes (which up to now
had been sealed) were opened and the maps and final instruc-
tions distributed.

The Allied assault opening operation ‘“Overlord”, the long
awaited Second Front, was to be made on the coast of Nor-
mandy. The 3 Canadian Infantry Division was to land in the
area of Courselles-sur-Mer. The 50 (Northumberland) Division
would be on the right, the 3 British Division on the left, and
the 6 Airborne Division to the left of them protecting the
flank by holding or destroying the bridges on the River Orne.
The object of the assault was to establish a bridgehead and
hold it. The immediate objectives of the operation were elastic
depending upon the resistance offered. The seizure of the
bridges on the River Orne followed by a breakthrough to
Falaise were hoped for. The cutting of the Bayeux-Caen road
at Bretteville and the capture of Carpiquet airport were
possible. If the opposition proved too heavy, they would have
to be content with the capture and holding of the coastal
town of Courselles-sur-Mer. Failing even in that, they were
to hold the beach and the sand dunes to the last man and the
last round until reinforcements arrived.

The men were told of the known enemy strength, the posi-
tions of their guns, the location of element “C’’ and other beach
obstacles, ! and the presence of minefields in the sea.

They were shown photographs of Courselles-Sur-Mer and
adjacent areas and familiarised with the coastal roads, rivers
and bridges. The briefing was all inclusive down to the most
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minute detail. They were told that 50 pc casualties on the
first day would be accepted, and that reinforcements were
standing by ready to take their place on short notice. Provision
was made to relieve 3 Canadian Infantry Division on D plus
4 if necessary at which time the 51 (Highland) Division would
be ready to move in. 2

The Canadian assault was to be made by 7 and 8 Canadian
Infantry Brigades (7 & 8 C.I.B.s) with g Canadian Infantry
Brigade (9 C.I.B.) in reserve. The divisional artillery, consis-
ting of the xzth, r3th, 14th Field Regiments plus the 19th
Army Field Regiment, RCA were to support the leading
brigades by firing onto the beach and land approaches, prior
to the infantry landing, and then, to stand off the coast and
await their turn to land, which would be after the reserve
brigade had gone in. The 13th Canadian Field Regiment 3
was in immediate support to the 7 C.I.B. which was to land
in the first wave, the Regina Rifles of Canada and the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles were to land first followed later by the Cana-
dian Scottish Regiment. The 13th Field Regiment was to
supply four Forward Observation Officers (FOOs) to work
with the Reginas and two Forward Observation Officers to
work with the Can Scots. The task allotted to the senior officers
were as follows: Major BAIRD, fire control officer, was to
control the artillery fire of the regiment during the run in;
Major YOUNG, the unit deployment officer, was responsible
for the deployment of the regiment’s guns on shore; Major
RAINNIE, the unit landing officer, was to land with the infantry
and arrange for speedy disembarkation of the guns.

Lt-Col CLIFFORD was to be with the reserve Battalion
Commander and Major MACKENZIE was to act as C.O.’s Rep
with the Can Scots. In case of casualties, a successor had been
appointed in each case to take over.

The assault force of the 13th Field consisted of 24 guns and
personnel essential to the firing and control of the guns for a
limited number of days. The remaining personnel, consisting
of M.T. staff, clerks, tiffies, ammunition men, storemen and
supply men along with vehicles and drivers, making up about
2o pc strength of the regiment, were to be brought over separa-

28




Reinforcements arriving on the Normandy beachead — 6 Jun 44.

An LCT on the Normandy beach — 6 Jun 44.




Maintenance on the 105 mm S.P.

Opening cases of 105 mm ammunition in preparation
for a large fireplan on Carpiquet.




tely in groups known as “Thorneforce”’, and ‘“Bennettforce”,
a special walking force under RQMS HarMsTON and other
groups. These forces had already left the main body by 3 June
45.* The morale of the gunners was terrific. They were tanned,
healthy and as hard as nails. They had the air of confidence
that could not be denied.

The long awaited day, June 6 found the LCT’s in posi-
tion off the Normandy coast, ready to make the run-in. The
craft were formed up in double line, three craft forward and
three back in a staggered formation. The 12th Field Regiment
on our right was advancing toward the shore in the same forma-
tion. The boats tossed and turned in one of the roughest seas
the men had ever experienced. The H/Capt H. L.. CHAPPELL,
the regimental padre, was on one of the LCT’s. He conducted
a short service and led in the singing of “Abide with Me”. In
the minds of many were the words of the Supreme Commander,
“You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward
which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the
world are upon you”’. These men from the prairies were going
into action for the first time. Behind them they had left
many dear ones, 147 of the men had wives in Canada and in
the last two years 51 others were married in England.

The dawn disclosed a cold gray day of poor visibility and
low ceiling. H-Hour had been postponed 10 minutes because
of the late arrival of some essential craft due to the heavy
seas. The infantry LCA’s could be seen leaving their mother
ship and approaching the LCT’s who were moving forward
at a speed of 6 knots an hour. The officers and signallers on
the bridge of the LCT’s were busily setting their Vickers
clocks through radio signals from the motor launch. Major
BAIRD was looking hopefully for the airforce who were to
lead off the bombardment but they were not to be seen. It
was also difficult to tell if the secret D.D. tanks were on their
way to the beach ahead of the infantry. And yet the first group
of the Reginas were now passing through the artillery craft.
It was almost time for the craft to open fire, but the range
was still too great for the field guns. And, even so, the prear-
ranged elevation was to be gooo yards. The minutes seemed
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like hours. The tension was paralyzing. Then the guns from
the right front craft opened up with a troop salvo. Major
BAIRrD, feeling that it was inadvisable to wait any longer had
given the order to fire the first ranging rounds at o705 hours
(H-30) at an elevation of 11400 yards. The rounds were obser-
ved and line and elevation checked with the control craft of
the other regiment. After the initial orders, each craft acted
independently, taking their elevations from their Vickers clock,
dropping the range 200 yards at a time as the craft approa-
ched the shore. At 11000 yards the guns of the regiment went
into fire for effect. The line of the guns, once corrected, was
held by the captain of the LCT, who steered his craft by
compass toward the target. The elevation was set on the sights
of the guns which were fired as the sight clinometer bubbles
levelled themselves from the roll of the craft. The rate of
fire was controlled and changed from time to time by the
fire control officer.

The noise on board the craft was deafening as round after
round was pumped onto the shore. Each shot was followed
by a splash as the cartridge case was thrown overboard.
Then, a new round was put in the chamber, a pause, then
another shot. At an elevation of 5000 yards with the craft
2000 yards from shore, the order “empty guns’” was given.
Each craft then swung about and headed back out to sea
with the awakening guns of the enemy on shore beginning to
churn up the water nearby. The run-in was successfully com-
pleted and the guns had finished their work until they could
be landed and fired from positions on the shore.

By now the Regina Rifles and Royal Winnipeg Rifles had
reached the beach. With the Reginas as FOOs were Capt
J. Eisg, Capt W. J. G. SteELE, Capt W. M. DIirks and Capt
A. F. WRENSHALL, each with their able and signaller forming
a walking party.3 With the Canadian Scottish, as FOOs were
Capt E. W. PickeL and Capt J. DRAFFIN each with an able
and signaller.

Capt Dirks never reached the beach. The small assault boat
in which he was riding struck a mine and overturned. It is
believed Capt Dirks met his death by drowning. L/Bdr
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Ferguson, his signaller, swam ashore and later joined his
battery, while the able in the party, Gnr MooDpIE was picked
up by the navy and later taken back to England.

Major G. F. RAINNIE and his party, landing on the beach
with the first group of infantry, came to grief as their craft
touched the shore. In the confusion no one knew whether the
party had struck a mine or was hit by a heavy shell. The whole
partyincluding Cpl HAUK, Gnr LEBEL and Gnr HiGGs were killed.

Capt ELSE was hit while crossing the beach at the same
time as his able, Gnr ROBINSON, was mortally wounded by
his side. Capt ELSE, in spite of his wound, continued to move
forward with the Reginas, as they fought their way from
house to house through the town of Courselles-sur-Mer. Later
he was hit again, this time in the head, and had to be evacua-
ted. His signaller, Gnr HoLTzMAN was now left alone yet he
rose magnificently to the occasion. With his 18 set on his
back he took over the duties of his officer and remained with
the Reginas. Later in the morning the company to which he
was attached came under fire of an enemy gun operating from
a pillbox, which they were having difficulty silencing. Gnr
HortzMAN called for fire from the guns of the regiment but
they could not comply as they had not yet been deployed on
land. Eventually he managed to contact the Centaur guns
of the Royal Marines who were firing from positions on the
beach. With these guns he successfully directed the fire on
the gun emplacement and silenced the opposition enabling
the infantry to carry on. For this action he was awarded the
Military Medal.

In the meantime the IL.LCT’s containing the guns were stan-
ding by waiting their turn to land. Many enemy shells were
falling around the craft. One of these caught Major J. D. YounG
and his party as they were transferring from a motor launch
to a landing craft. Major YounG and his signaller Gnr TAYLOR
died soon after as a result of the explosion. Gnr WHITEHEAD
was wounded. Shell fire also damaged the landing ramps of
two of the craft causing one of them to partially fill with water
to a depth of 18”. The other craft was so impeded as to delay
the landing later.
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The remaining FOOs and parties landed successfully though
many were pinned down on the beach for a short time by
enemy machine gun fire. The same was true of the command
post officers Lieut J. M. DooHAN, ¢ Lieut J. T. R. BrRowN-
RIDGE, 7 Lieut R. J. WALDIE, & and the Survey Officer Lieut
T. C. GREENLEES, who all landed in the first group. One of
the first acts of Lieut WALDIE, after he stepped ashore, was
to take charge of an infantry platoon whose officer had been
killed and lead them across the exposed beach.

Later in the morning the Can Scots landed on the beach
along with Capt E. W. PickeL?® and Capt DRAFFIN and later,
~ Lt-Col CrLirForD with Lieut G. H. MiLsoM and their party
came ashore with the battalion headquarters.

The infantry had now cleared their strip of beach and were
working inland. The 12th Field had landed first and found it
necessary to deploy on the beach, thereby holding up further
artillery landings at that spot until they moved on. In order
to have some guns on the land ready to fire as soon as possible,
Major BAIRD ordered the 44th Battery to proceed separately
to an alternative landing area to the East of Courselles-sur-
Mer. This was carried out and the guns landed at 1200 hours.

In the meantime the beach occupied by the 12th Field was
in the process of being cleared, so the other two batteries of
the 13th Field were kept in readiness to land there as soon as
possible. At 1500 hours the remaining two batteries disem-
barked with the exception of Baker Troop which was held up
by the damaged ramp on their craft. The vehicles of the other
troops splashed through the narrow stretch of treacherously
rough water, up onto the beach and then onto the road leading
to the pre-arranged gun area, passing on their way the tragic
hulks of vehicles of Byng force. 1 Each S.P. dragged behind
it a metal sled called a Porpoise containing infantry and artil-
lery ammunition. The contents of the sled were thoroughly pro-
tected from moisture by waterproofing yet there was some
fear of the ammunition exploding due to the amount of heat
created by the metal rubbing along the cobblestone road. As
it was the bottoms of some almost were worn through when
the guns reached the first regimental position.
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Troop command post at Bretteville I'Orgueilleuse.

Capt Thorne standing in front of a Sherman OP tank.







machine guns and small arms fire was clearly audible from
those sectors. '

- Casualties caused by mines and coastal guns — 6 officers and
8 OR’s — were the 13th’s sacrifice in this historic operation.
All the guns of the regiment were in action. The men had
acquitted themselves nobly.

The men were not told of the presence of minefields on the beach.

51 (H) Division did come in on H plus 4 but relieved the 3 British Division which was
having a more difficult time.

3 Officers in regiment on D-Day. RHQ
Lt-Col TF.leP, T. Clifford C.0. j . E. Rainnie 2ifc
Capt J.C. Dale Adjt. .S Griffith M.
Capt G.C. Langille Q.M. K. Poussette T

0.
A.
Capt W.S. Warwick  P.M. i . C. Greenlees R.S.0.
Lieut G.H. Milsom 0.0.

Major
Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

—t

Hgw—d =EmEgT HEeEs

Baird .C. . Else Tp Comd
Steele L. Thorne Bty Capt
Crutcher i .M. Doohan GPO
Fraser i McNabb GPO
O’Brennan Simcock Tp Ldr

o

=

Major
Capt

lieut
Lieut
Lieut

Young B.C.
Wilson Bty Capt Capt
Aylward Tp Ldr Lieut
Davis GPO Lieut
Sexsmith TpLdr Lieut
78th Bty
MacKenzie B.C. Capt
Draffin Tp Comd Capt
Baugh A/CPO Lieut
Brock GPO Lieut
Holmes Tp Ldr Lieut
Altached
H/Capt H. L. Chappell  CCS Lieut
Mr. J R Ryan AuxrServ

Total Vehicle strength of regiment when equiped with SP guns.
24 S.P.s 13 Sherman tanks 16 carriers.
43 motorcycles 24 15 cwt H/T 27 15cwt GS,
8 5cwt (jeep) 4 15 cwt water 3 8cwt HUC.
1 60 cwt Medical 1 8 cwtHUP 25 60 cwt GS.
Dental Corps 1 60 cwt FFD.
RCCS
2 15 cwt H/T (wireless) 5 cwt (wireless).
2 60 cwt GS 5 cwt GS.
4 motorcycles 5 cwt (jeep).
LAD
1 wrecker : 60 cwt.
2 15 cwt motorcycles.
Vehicles which landed on D-Day.
24 SPs Sherman tanks.
12 carriers motorcycles.
8 15cwt 5 cwt (jeep).

LB SppLO

Dirks Tp Comd
Wrenshall  Tp Comd
Clay A/CPO
Gibson GPO
‘Waldie CPO

o

Major
Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

Bennett Bty Capt.
Pickel Tp Comd.
Brownridge CPO.
Hogg GPO.
MacDonald Tp Ldr.
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Penoyer RCCS.
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2
Armblie

7 Jun 44

3
Bray

7 Jun 44

2. THIRTEEN GUN POSITIONS

The day after the assault on the beach the infantry pressed
forward against little opposition, crossing the Caen-Bayeux
road and moving in the direction of Norrey-en-Bessin. The
regiment moved at the end of the morning to a position east
of Amblie, and in the afternoon moved again to an area near
the town of Bray. Enemy resistance, which seemed to have
disappeared completely, became noticeable again. The men
on the gun position were being constantly annoyed by snipers,
mortars, 88 mm airburst and occasional spent rounds of
machine gun fire.

In order to ascertain the strength and location of this oppo-
sition, a patrol was sent out consisting of men from the 12th
and 13th Field Regiments ! with two officers of the 12th Field
in charge. The patrol went through Rots on the left flank as
far as a large chateau on the other side, travelling in vehicles
and stopping, from time to time, to obtain information from
French civilians. The patrol was able to give the location of
a number of enemy ack-ack batteries, which they observed
firing from close quarters, and found that the chateau was
occupied by the enemy. At that time the front was very fluid,
consisting of a series of fortresses formed by each brigade with
enemy annoyance on all sides. The regiment provided its own
local defence with almost the entire regimental personnel
standing-to at night. Local observation posts (OPs) were
established on the left flank of the regimental area which was
exposed to any infiltration coming down the long valley
toward the sea.

The War Diary notes that the gun position was most satis-
factory and defensively ideal, with a good killing ground for-
ward. However, the 12th Field were deployed there.

Late in the evening BSM MAcRAE.? arrived in the regimental
area with half of ‘“Bennettforce” He had an exciting story
to tell. ““‘Bennettforce’”” under command of Capt. J. W. BEN-
NETT ® had arrived off the beach at Courselles-sur-Meer at
noon on D-Day. The force was in a LST which held the
equipment and personnel of 35 units besides that of the 13th
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The FOOs out with the infantry were Lieut R. J. MAc-
DonaLD with “D” Company, Lieut T. J. O’'BRENNAN with “B”’
Company and Capt W. J. G. STeeLE with “C”’ Company of
the Reginas.

During the day of June 8 the counter attacks became a threat
to the whole battalion, as the enemy constantly kept prodding
the defences of the Reginas.

“Thorneforce” under command of Capt H. L. THORNE ®
landed on the beach at 0700 hrs and reported to the regiment
later in the day along with the remainder of ‘“Bennettforce”.
It is interesting to note that “Thorneforce” embarked from
England at Tilbury leaving the coast a day before the main
force. :

During the day the guns were constantly employed on the
whole front, firing in an arc of 340 degrees down to the beaches
on either flank, making it necessary for the troop command
posts to use two artillery boards to plot the line and range. ¢
The guns fired many Mike (regimental) and Uncle (divisional)
targets. Lieut T. J. O’'BRENNAN brought fire to bear on a
concentration of tanks in the Carpiquet area.

Gnr ScHAUER of the 78th Battery showed particular courage
that day, while in the OP at Putot-en-Bessin as a signaller.
The OP was established in a slit trench on an exposed flank
of the company area with the tank parked about 50 yards to
the rear under cover. At the time, the FOO and Able were
manning the OP while Gnr SCHAUER with two other members
of the crew were at the tank. The company position came under
heavy mortar and artillery fire, during which time the enemy
attacked and succeeded in infiltrating in and around the
position. As the OP was in an exposed position, the enemy
subjected it to heavy machine gun fire. Gnr SCHAUER saw the
predicament and on his own initiative crawled out from under-
neath the tank, climbed up on the turret and with the help
of Gnrs BRAHAM and Toy brought down direct fire with the
75 mm gun of the tank onto the enemy, succeeding in com-
pletely neutralizing the fire from this sector.

He then provided further covering fire for the OP officer,
who was able to direct artillery fire on other enemy troops.
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cut by track and wheeled vehicles and the radio frequencies
were being jammed by German stations.

Signallers for the 44th Battery ran into trouble too When
laying line by hand in the direction of Bretteville. They lost
their way near the Carpiquet airport and drove into an enemy
machine gun position. Gnr R. C. CASSLEMAN was killed and
IL/Sgt Fox was wounded.

In the afternoon “B’’ Company of the Reginas was cut off by
enemy tanks for a short while, but well placed fire of the
artillery, directed by Lieut O’BRENNAN temporarly relieved
the situation. I/Bdr LrarMoutH distinguished himself at
the time by remaining at his radio set in Lieut O’BRENNAN’s
OP, though wounded in the foot, anid continued to pass on fire
orders, until relieved at the end of the day

Gnr BArTON also distinguished himself that day while
acting as observation post assistant to Capt W. J. G. STEELE.
The FOO was away from his wireless equipped tank, establis-
hingan OPin an area to the right flank of “C” Company when
a determined enemy counter attack supported by armour
threatened to overrun the company position. Gnr BARTON
immediately acted as the FOO and called for fire over the
radio set to the guns, and thus completely routing the enemy
attack by resultant artillery fire. In order to observe this fire
Gnr BArTON had to occupy a portion of high ground exposed
to heavy mortar and direct small arms fire. For this and subse-
quent acts of initiative and courage, Gnr BARTON was awar-
ded the Croix-de-Guerre.

While these fire orders were being given the remote control
cable to the set was cut by shell fire. Gnr B. J. Bounn, the
signaller, ran the gauntlet of enemy machine gun fire to reach
the radio set and send the fire orders given by Gnr BARTON.

Enemy shelling of the gun area continued. One airburst
shell went off beside the 22nd Battery command post killing
Gnr MowsrAY, Gnr Roy, Gnr HUNTER and wounding Lieut
CRUTCHER, 8 L/Sgt WALDREN and Gnr WiLLwAy. In those
early days the well dug in command post with a strong roof
was yet to be popular.

Sgt DruMMAN of the LL.A.D. was wounded the same day

40













25 Jun 44

28 Jun 44

On the morning of the 25th the guns fired two barrages to
support the advance of 15 (Scottish) Division followed by
heavy firing in the evening to repel a counter-attack.

The expenditure of 150 rounds per gun that day seemed
exceptional but next day the record was more than doubled.

The attack this time was on the Canadian front. It marked
the end of the holding role and the beginning of the offensive.
One of the Germans taken prisoner that day remarked that
he did not like the shelling as it did not give them a chance.
Bdr WiLEY was hit by shellfire and died a few days later in
hospital.

At the conclusion of the battle which ended in the Scots
attaining all objectives, although suffering heavy casualties, a
hair-raising order came over the air. Brigadier TopD person-
ally, calling all stations, gave Carpiquet map reference,
“Fire by order, one hundred rounds gunfire” Ninety-six,
Canadian guns in zo minutes reported “Shot”. In that short
time 144 tons of high explosive was directed to a target in
preparation for the assault by 8 C.I.B. on Carpiquet itself.

After engaging many targets in the Carpiquet area, the
regiment moved to an area near Lasson. The move was desig-
ned to get in position so as to be able to support an attack
by 9 C.I.B.

Gnr HADLEY was wounded by shellfire while laying line to
the 44th Battery OP.

The day, following the move, was busily occupied in the
necessary digging as a protection against enemy shelling.

Capt POUSSETTE took over as adjutant and Major J. C. DALE
became Battery Commander of the 44th Battery. During the
lull in fighting, as reserves, reinforcements and equipment
were being built up for the coming offensive, the battery
commanders conducted course shooting for instruction of
the junior officers using operational OPs.

The anticipated attack by g C.I.B. was cancelled and 8 C.I.B.
was assigned the task. The object of the operation, called
“Windsor,” was to capture Carpiquet village and airport. The
general artillery plan involving 428 guns was as follows:
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A barrage to be fired on a 1750 yard front.

(I) ~ Concentrations to be fired on known enemy gun

positions.

(III) A protective screen to be laid down on capture of

objective.

(IV) A medium regiment to be allotted for the protectlon

of each flank.

(V)  D.F. tasks laid on to meet the probable counter-

attack during the reorganization period.
The 13th Field Regiment was to participate in three of the
phases.

The barrage opening operation ‘“Windsor”’, commenced at
0500 hours, and by 0740 hours the first enemy counter-attack
was launched and repulsed due largely to artillery DF fire.
During the day and the following night the guns were con-
tinually engaging targets. By the following morning, Carpiquet
had been captured but constant artillery support was needed
to harass the enemy’s frantic counter-attacks.

Capt Craig and Capt PickEL at their OPs were almost over-
run by tanks and infantry. Before the attack began Bdr BAILEY
was seriously wounded by a mortar bomb and died the next
day. His companion, Gnr Toy, tended to his wounds, tried
to make him more comfortable, and at the same time kept

“Windsor”’
4 Jul 44

5 Jul 44

open the vital radio communications to the guns, without

regard to the presence of the enemy, who had almost surroun-
ded his position. Enemy shelling was very heavy. For this
act Gnr Toy received Mention-in-Despatches. At the end of
the day Major THORNE and Capts MAcNABB, DRAFFIN and
THroMPsoN relieved Major MACKENZIE and Capts CrAIG, PICKEL
and BAUGH at the OP.

The guns were very busy on July 6, with an even more hectic
pace of 330 rds per gun the following day, preparatory to
Operation “Charnwood”’. This operation was designed to clean
out the enemy around Caen up to the River Orne. The 8 C.I.B.
had only a minor role this time, being that of mopping up the
area of Carpiquet airport, and, at the same time, preparing
to exploit to Bretteville-sur-Odon if required. The 13th Field
Regiment was to give artillery support with a fire plan, follo-
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L/Sgt KANE labored over the line, mending it when torn
by shell fire or ripped out by careless vehicles. During that
week it was impossible to keep the line in working order longer
than 15 minutes at a time. Sgt RoBERrTS, H.E.R., 22nd Battery
NCO Sigs, and Sgt VAN AGGELEN, C.H., 78th Battery NCO
Sigs were both awarded the Military Medal (Periodic) for their
exemplary work in keeping open communications during these
difficult days.

Gnr BAIRD of 44th Battery was wounded while mending a
stretch of line in the same area. The same day at the OP the
44th Battery lost Gnr HENDERSON and Gnr MALONEK through
wounding by shellfire.

The 2 Canadian Infantry Division were coming through the
rear areas all day of the x1th, raising a countinuous trail of
dust. The men thought that they were to be relieved for a
rest, but soon learned that the new arrivals were to fill in on
the right and take over some of the commitments of 51 (H)
Division. Shelling was heavy all day and the German airforce
became particularly bold during the afternoon. Five enemy
planes were shot down over the area by Third Division artil-
lery. The .50 inch machine guns mounted on the S.P.s were also
used with very stimulating effect on the morale of the gunners.
Our 4 LAA Troop had the happiest day of their life.

The next day the guns moved to a position near Cussy. The
regiment was now given a rest from firing so that they could
clean up and catch up on sleep.

The 44th Battery was situated on an exposed hill and caught
the worst of the shelling. An 88 mm gun ranging on the battery
treated it with plenty of airburst, wounding Gnr Brooks,
Gnr DEsSGAGNE and Bdr IReLAND. The battery was not long
moving off “suicide hill”, as the men called it, and taking
up a prepared alternative position one mile to the rear. When
the battery ammunition vehicles returned that evening, to
pick up some of the ammunition left behind, the gun opened
up again, scoring a direct hit on one vehicle and setting another
on fire. Gnr MACCLELLAN was Kkilled while Gnrs HALL and
WiLscam were wounded. The same day Gnr ISBISTER was
wounded at RHQ which was situated just below the fatal
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hill. This was one of the busiest days at the Regimental Aid
Post. The constant shelling made medical care difficult as Capt
GRIFFITHS, the M.O., Bdr Davis, and Gnr TavyLor handled the

~ casualties. The same day the 14th Field had many casualties.

i1
Lebisey

16 Jul 44

Shelling was also bad the next day, so, in an attempt to
alleviate the situation, permission was given to Fox Troop
to take up a sniping position at night and fire on observed
targets. Capt THOMPSON successfully directed the fire by
standing on the back of one of the S.P.s, and aiming the gun
at the flashes of enemy artillery in the distance.

On the 16th, the regiment moved to a place near Lebisey
where the shelling eased up considerably because the position
was not so exposed. On the 17th of the month, Gnr OWEN was
wounded when an enemy shell knocked down a wall behind
which he had sought protection. That day, too, was the first
NAAFTI day for the regiment in action; a happy day, which
usually came once a month, brought chocolate, soap, tooth-
paste, one handerchief and (how can one forget) whiskey, gin
and beer.

Preparations were now underway for operation ‘“Atlantic”.
This operation was designed to clear the Caen area east and
south of the River Orne, and, at the same time, to draw enemy
formations from the First U.S. Army front so as to clear the
way for an attempted breakthrough in that sector. The
3 Canadian Infantry Division was to attack and mop up the
area south and south-west of the Odon from Fauberge de
Vaucelles to Columbelles. The attack was to be made by the
8 C.I.B., followed by g9 C.I.B. The artillery support was to
consist of the three field artillery regiments of the division
supplemented by 19 Canadian Field (S.P.) Regiment, RCA,
two medium artillery regiments, and 2 Canadian AGRA.

The general fire plan was as follows;

(I) Artillery concentrations on known enemy strong points.

(IT) Barrage to cover advance of Regiment de la Chaudiere

and Queens Own Rifles of Canada against certain
objectives.

(ITI) A series of DF tasks to form a protective screen, beyond

the objectives when captured.
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Enemy “Movernert

ENEMY MOVEMENT. In the early days in Normandy large concentrations of fire were brought
down on any sign of enemy movement.







REORGANIZATION. The men did not welcome the change-over from
the 105 mm (S.P.) to the 25 pdr towed gun.













new type of harassing fire was developed and used by our
Brigadier. ‘ -

The area to be harassed was divided off as on a barrage trace
with lines denoting lifts and other lines marking off the unit
areas. Using such as a trace, a task table of each unit, was
made out directing the guns to fire on certain lines at odd
intervals. This resulted in a very large area systematically
denied the enemy with the least fatigue and expenditure of
ammunition by the artillery.

A shell from an 88 mm gun hit Sgt EVANS’ gun in Charlie
Troop and wouuded L/Bdr WAGNER, Cnr GAMELIN and Gnr
HavEes. Sgt Fox, also of the 44th Battery, was wounded when
an anti-personnel bomb came through the roof of the command
post. Gnr JoNEs of the 78th Battery was also wounded at this
position. The L.A.D. suffered two casualties about the same
time — Cfn EsSsEN was killed and Cfn HuMPHRIES wounded.
On July 28th one of the S.P.s of Dog Troop was hit by an anti-
personnel bomb wounding Gnr MUNKHOLM. The S.P. caught
fire and blew up.

July 30 the regiment was withdrawn to Thaon, preparatory
to proceeding to the reorganization area at Bayeux. The 23
Canadian Field (S.P.) Regiment, RCA of 4 Canadian Armoured
Division took over commitments of the regiment.

Bdr PorTER® wrote in the #8th Battery War Diary about
the first night behind the lines:

“It is hard to realize there is a war on back here. When
we pulled in around midnight, the sky was clear with a half
moon and it was warm and quiet. You couldn’t hear a gun.
This was strange to us who, for 55 days, had heard the con-
tinuous firing of hundreds of them. All that told us that
the fighting was going on, was the continual flash of guns
‘on the horizon. Otherwise, it is quiet and peaceful beyond
the hopes and imaginations of all of us. But I don’t have
to add that it is welcomed. Everyone slept out on the flat
ground, while hardly anyone even bothered last night to
dig a hole to jump into. Ah sweet life. But I suppose it
won’t last long.”

The regiment had occupied thirteen gun positions throug-
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hout the fifty-five days of intense fighting. The heavy casual-
ties had severely taxed the fighting efficiency of the unit, 14
yet, at no time were they unable to put down effective artillery
fire when required. The need for self-propelled guns in the
present type of fighting as part of an infantry division had
passed. The division had been drawn out of the battle and
the regiment now proceeded to change over to the 25 pdr
towed gun.

1 Members of the regiment on this patrol.
ROMS Harmston.
Sgt Jomes.
S/Sgt Ladwig.
Bdr Brown.
L/Bdr Dear, and others.

2 Later RSM MacRae.
8 Later Major J. W. Bennett after posting to 12 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA.

¢ Some of the ammunition personnel:
Bdr Foreman J. A., Gnr Brown W., Gnr Stewart W. E., Gnr Malott O. E., Gnr Stairs
0. S., Bdr MacDougald T. L., Gar Cross B. W., Gnr Hall R. G., Gor Nattrass S. D.,
Gar Patterson, Bdr Cartwright R., Gor Steele A. L., Gor MacLean A. A., Gor Blair J. I.,
Gnr Andrews L., Gnr Debruyne J. G.

5 Later Major H. L. Thorne, MC.

8 Later large switches were so common that it became a practice to use one artillery
board with two plots for the pivot gun and two sets of grid numbering.

7 Later Capt W T. E. Duncan, OBE,
8 Later Capt J. A. Crutcher.
® Later Sgt Sebastian, R.G.

30 At this time the regiment had 14 officers detailed as FOO's or Reps inthe following
capacities.
With 8 C.I.B. — 2 C.0.’s Reps, 1 CRA’s Rep.
With 7 C.I.B. — 6 FOO’s, 1 CRA’s Rep.
With g C.I.B. — 2 C.O.’s Reps.
With Centaur Tanks 1 FOO.
‘With 2 Armoured Bde. 1 FOO.

11 The FOO’s with the infantry were now: —
Inthe 22nd Battery: Lieut W. M. McNabb (later Capt W. M. McNabb, MC) Lieut R. D.
Baugh (Later Capt R. D. Baugh, MC) ,Lieut O’Brennan with Lieut Simcock relieving
them;
44th Battery: Lieut Gibson and Lieut Aylward with Lieut F. J. Davis (now Capt Davis)
relieving them occassionally.
78th Battery: Capt W. E. Pickel and Capt Draffin.

12 Men of “F” Sec RCCS who did outstanding work around Caen; L/Cpl McNeill, C.H.,
Sgmn Sherstone, J. W. C., Sgmn Vandergrift, L.

13 Now Sgt Porter, A.L.
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Craig
Greenblatt (RCAMC)
Thompson
Brennan
Carswell
Crocker
Cook
Cheater
Falconer
Grenier
Lavallee
MacLean
Milani

. Poirier

Powell
Roche
Rierson




3. THE FALAISE ROAD

The reorganization and re-equipment centre situated be-

Ryes tween Ryes and Bayeux was a busy place in the next week.

I Aug 45 The 105 mm S.P. guns, command tanks and other equipment

necessary to run an S.P. regiment were turned in.! These

were replaced by 25 pdr towed field guns, which the regiment

had used in the early training days in England. Additional

ancillary equipment such as Field Artillery Tractors (FAT)

to draw the guns and ammunition trailers, and 15 cwt

HUFFW (“gin palace”) as command vehicles, 2 were also

obtained. The men were sorry to see the S.P.s go. The Ameri-

can gun had given an excellent performance. When the regi-

ment first took over the gun, much difficulty was experienced

in getting used to the American type dial sight and in over-

coming the maintenance problems on the tank suspension

and the Wright Whirlwind airplane engines. But all these
difficulties were mastered. 3

Now, even though the 25 pdr ammunition was easier to
handle, and even though it would no longer be necessary to
start up the engine in order to effect a large slew of the gun,
everybody was sorry to see their friend of those difficult days
taken from them.

There was plenty to do in this area. Somebody started the
rumor that this period was to be a rest, but they soon found
out differently. A short period of training with the new equip-
ment was necessary. Radio equipment had to be tuned up
and vehicles thoroughly overhauled. Then there were the
endless parades including bath parade, dental parade, pay
parade, and clothing parade. The complete change took
4 days.

As soon as the S.P.s were turned in, the Royal Ordnance
Corps converted them into troop carrying vehicles by removing
the field pieces. These- Kangaroos as they were called, were
to be used in the coming operation ““Totalize’’ to transport
infantry of the 51 (H) Division, the original drivers of the
regiment staying with the vehicles a short while.

On August 8, after stopping a day at Thaon, the regiment
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went back into action at a position on the Caen-Falaise road Roquancourt
near Hubert-Folie, and then in the evening moved again down 8 Aug 44
the road to a position around the Roquancourt railway station.
Operation “Totalize” (the Nightmare Offensive) wasalready
underway. This operation was effected at the time the U.S.

forces had cleared the eastern seaboard of Normandy and were “Totalize”
pouring into Brittany, where enemy opposition appeared to

be light. The intention of the operation was to break through

the enemy positions astride the Caen-Falaise road. The first

phase of the attack, starting on the night of August 7, was

to be proceeded by the airforce giving close bombing support,

and by the artillery putting down a heavy barrage fifteen

minutes before zero hour. After that 2 Canadian Infantry

Division and 51 (H) Division were to move forward. The se-

cond phase was to be that of exploiting to Falaise by 4 Cana-

dian Armoured Division and 1 Polish Armoured Division.

The third phase involved 3 Canadian Infantry Division,

which was to go through to Hautmesnil and Bretteville le

Rabet.

The regiment arrived too late to take any part in the initial
phase of the operation but the drivers of the old S.P.s saw
plenty of action with 51 (H) Division.

These drivers saw their first action in their new role on the
night of August 7. Gnr SYREN was one of the drivers? that
night. He moved off under the cover of darkness at 2330 hours,
his Kangaroo loaded with infantry. The troop carriers tra-
velled nose to tail at a walking pace in a series of long columns
with tanks and flails in front. No one was on foot. When the
column met heavy enemy resistance they would fan out and
fire at it with all the fire power they had available. Then, when
the resistance had been crushed, the column would reform
and move on.

On one occasion, when Syren’s vehicle had fanned out to
a flank and came to a halt, the unhappy group found them-
selves beside an enemy post which was ineffectively engaging
them with machine gun fire, the bullets merely bouncing off
the armour plate. Hand grenades were thrown. One grenade
landed against the front of the Kangaroo causing a severe
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RATION SUPPLEMENT. “Enemy shelling’” was often turned to advantage.







CRASH ACTION. Sometimes this did not work as smoothly us intended.







“Tractable”
14 Aug 44

to halt six times that night to escape enemy bombing. When .
they arrived at the gun position they proceeded to unload
the ammunition while the enemy were dropping anti-personnel
bombs nearby.

The fateful August 14 marked the opening of operation
“Tractable”, made necessary by the failure of “Totalize” to
effect an armoured breakthrough to Falaise. The first step
was to seize the high ground about Versainville, and then push
into Falaise.

A daylight attack was decided upon. Instead of using the
conventional method of a long bombardment, which had the
disadvantage of warning the enemy ahead of time of the im-
pending attack, and giving him opportunity of putting down
defensive fire and moving up reserves, it was more practical
to lay enormous smoke screens to blind the enemy from his
targets, until these targets were outflanked or the positions
overrun. The 1 Polish Armoured Division and 4 Canadian
Armoured Division with infantry riding in Kangaroos were
to be the spearhead of the attack The artillery plan was as
follows: —-

(I) A smoke barrage on the frontage of advance which
was to move forward at 300 yards a minute, a tank’s
pace.

(II) An impenetrable smoke screen on both flanks of the
advance.

(ITI) A front smoke screen in advance of the barrage of the
density of thick mist.

(IV) Some medium and heavy guns to be used on known
enemy gun positions and counter-battery tasks.

The 13th Field. Regiment was to fire smoke for the thick
screen on the left flank of the attack. One troop of guns was
to be left free to fill in any holes which occurred in the screen.
To control this screen Lieut Simcock and Capt. O’BRENNAN,
with their signallers and ables, were to move with the tank
spearhead and be prepared to alter the fire where necessary.
For this purpose, two tanks were provided from outside the
regiment.

The fateful day started off with the guns firing the smoke
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17 Aug 44

Le Marais La
Chapelle

19 Aug 44

Americans had swung around the right flank and were coming
toward Trun from the south, thereby, forming a pocket con-
taining the bulk of the German army which had been facing
the Canadians so long.

The closing of the Falaise pocket was not a dramatic or sudden
meeting of the two armies on either side. For days the situa-
tion was confused. The exact location of the Americans
coming up from the south was uncertain. The front outside
the Falaise pocket had become fluid and targets for the guns
had become difficult to find. The trace, showing fitring restric-
tions, looked like a jig-saw puzzle and each day saw more
amendments. Falaise had fallen and the FOOs were situated
overlooking the possible escape route in the direction of Trun,
occasionally firing Mike and Uncle targets at enemy columns
who were attempting to escape.

On August 18 the regiment moved off the high ground
through Sassy, to a position preparatory to crossing the River
Dives in the morning. The axis of movement was now swinging
east. The traffic situation had become a problem, as the tempo
of the advance quickened. Night moves came into importance
for the first time, because of the necessity to spread out the
amount of traffic on the road at one period. The regiment
crossed the river before dawn the next morning, and stopped
temporarily onthe otherside tolet theinfantry go through. Then,
about noon, they moved to a position overlooking the IFalaise-
Trun road.

The fighting had reached a very dramatic stage for the
artillery. Once again, like the days near the beach, the enemy
targets involved switches of over 300 degrees. The Canadian
salient was shaped like a long finger touching Trun with small
pockets of resistance on the sides. It was not uncommon to see
the regiment engaging targets in one direction, with medium
artillery nearby, firing in the opposite direction. During the
night, there was an alarm about a threatened enemy break-
through but nothing happened. The FOOs had moved from
their position on the Trun-Falaise road and were now facing
the enemy at Grand Mesnil and to the east of Montreuil la
Cambe.
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4. CHASING THE ENEMY

An orders group was called by Lt-Col CLIFFORD soon after
20 Aug 44 arriving on the position. The German army had been beaten,
but it depended upon our ability to exploit the victory, whether
or not, the past work could be turned to full advantage. The
enemy, who had escaped from the Falaise pocket were retiring
quickly in an orderly fashion. Our role was to keep up to them
and push them hard so that they would not have sufficient
time to consolidate in strength and make any positive stand.
The First Canadian Army would advance to the Seine and
cross it. 4 Canadian Armoured Division on the right, 3 Cana-
dian Infantry Division and 2 Armoured Brigade in the centre,
and 2 Canadian Infantry Division on the left.

For this operation the brigades of 3 Canadian  Infantry
Division were organized into mobile fighting brigade columns.
The 8 C.I.B. column was formed somewhat as follows; one
infantry battalion in front with one field artillery battery of
the regiment directly behind. Following that came the recce
parties (including artillery) one infantry battalion, brigade
headquarters, two batteries of field artillery and, lastly, the
reserve infantry battalion. Interspersed in the column were
engineers, tanks, anti-tank guns, and sub units of the Cameron
Highlanders of Ottawa.

For the artillery, it would be an operation of fire and move-
ment very similar to those practiced so often at Larkhill and
Sennybridge. The regiment must be prepared to move quickly
and over large distances. Four days reserve rations were to
be carried on the vehicles, as well as extra jerry cans of petrol.
“F”” Echelon was to contain only essential vehicles and any
vehicles picked up on the way from the coast, which were not
on the War Establishment, were to be left behind. This last
ruling was hard to take. Each troop had two or three and
sometimes more German army vehicles picked up on the way
through the country. Bdr FRANKLIN of Able Troop, for exam-
ple, had a very useful motorcycle with side car. Bdr MORICE
of Baker Troop was driving a beautiful sports roadster. Gnr
SLYTER of the 78th Battery astonished everyone by success-
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Orbec
23 Aug 44

24 Aug 44

Bernay
25 Aug 44

was crushed, the Queens Own passed through followed by the
22nd Battery. Farther along the road, as the vanguard moved
through the strangely silent countryside there was a crack
of an 88 mm gun fired from a concealed position ahead. Con-
fusion followed for a few seconds, a scout car was hit, the FOOQOs
tried to spot the gun. Capt BavucH identified it as an enemy
S.P. ““Fire orders, M.R. —”’ The 22nd Battery deployed under
direction of the CPO, Lieut MiLANI, and successfully engaged
the target. Twenty minutes after the opposition was encoun-
tered the vanguard was on the move forward again.

The road was littered with burnt out vehicles, dead horses
and groups of dead Germans, the work of the Allied air force.
The regiment came to a halt for the night 2 miles south-west
of Orbec, where the enemy were putting up a small resistance
beyond the river. Enemy shelling of the main road was heavy,
and occasionally rounds fell on the gun positions.

Late the following day the regiment crossed the Orbec River
and twisted and crawled for hours in the dark over congested
roads, finally occupying a gun position early the next morning
6 miles west of Bernay. The men were warned to be on the
lookout for snipers. The main bulk of the enemy were about
24 hours ahead of the guns but, the recce party, inthe vanguard,
were then often within sight of the enemy.

Shortly after breakfast the regiment was on the move again,
travelling faster now over better roads. What a change in the
scenery from that witnessed in the last two months. Gone
was the unforgettable white dust which covered everything
and everybody living or dead. Gone were the wrecked houses
and piles of brick, which indicated where houses had once
stood. This country looked fresh, as if it had been sprinkled
with a light rain. It was a picnic country with tree-lined high-
ways and green fields. Gone, too, was the sight of sad-eyed
war-weary civilians. These people stood on either side of the
road and cheered and shouted, and passed out calvados, and
bread and home-made butter and tomatoes and apples — in

~fact anything they could get their hands on quickly. Such

was their gratitude. Many were the officers who looked the
other way, as a vehicle slowed down to take advantage of a
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Boulogne. No. 1 gun of Baker Troop during a lull in firing,

“Rate intense”. Firing down the Falaise road — 16 Aug. 44.





























































Maldegem
5 Oct 44

6. THE SCHELDT

The regiment stayed three days at Watou. They were days
of rest and cleaning up with a minimum of parades. The men
were very favorably impressed with the Belgian people and
saw a noticeable difference in them from their French neigh-
bors. Eggs were plentiful and easy to obtain. Beer could also
be bought in the local ‘““pubs”. A few sightseeing trips were
made to Ypres, so that the men could see how and where the
Canadian soldiers of the last war fought.

On October 3 recce parties left for the new area where the
next campaign was to begin. The guns were to move in a few
days. The move was clouded in secrecy. Everyone had to take
down their French grey divisional shoulder patches to conceal
their identity when they reached the new area. Few people
knew the destination of the regiment, though the strongest
rumors indicated it might be Dunkirk.

On October 5 the main body of the regiment moved north
and went into gun positions beyond Maldegem very close to
the Leopold Canal and the Dutch-Belgian border. The area
from the first proved rather a warm one, with shells landing
close by and spent enemy machine gun bullets falling beside
the guns. There were plenty of houses, most of which had been
evacuated by the civilians, so that living quarters were fairly
comfortable. The 78th Battery had their guns placed in the
back yard of a group of buildings. Many of these homes still
held civilians who lived in the cellars. However this did not
bother the men, who readily gave up a bit of safety to live
upstairs in the well furnished rooms. Later on it was interesting
to note the perseverance of some civilians who replaced the
tiles on the roofs of sheds and houses every day, even though
the guns would ‘“take” them off again on the next shoot.

Operation “Switchback’ was to start on October 6. It was
called ““Switchback’ because it was originally intended that
3 Canadian Infantry Division turn back to Dunkirk after
the stop at Watou. The change in the plan was dictated by
the necessity to remove the strong enemy force which was
effectively blocking the Antwerp approaches through the West
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23 Oct 44

-

ties in the general area, including several civilians. When the
adjutant arrived at the new position his records were in a very
jumbled state, many cut and torn. The regimental War Diary
notes that prior to the move, the regimental net was function-
ing well, with the traffic of four regimental shoots and deploy-
ment orders coming over the air with surprisingly little con-
fliction. 48 hours leaves to Brussels and Antwerp commenced
that day with the regiment sending its allottment of personnel.

Lieut N. M. CHEATER took over from Capt WALDIE as Fox
Troop FOO. While at the OP, Lieut CHEATER experienced
very heavy shelling during which his able, Bdr SuLis, was
wounded and the next day another able, Gnr WEBB, was
wounded. For the last week of the operation Lieut J. P. GRE-
NIER acted as Fox Troop FOO. About the same time Gnr
HAarrisoN, Capt STRUTHER’s able, was wounded by a shell
fragment.

The g9 C.I.B. moving forward along the top of the “island”
captured Breskens a few days later, with the support of the
airforce and a heavy artillery fire plan. During that day the
regiment fired 205 rounds per gun, making a total ammunition
expenditure for the past eight days of 1146 rounds per gun.
In the afternoon an enemy morter bomb landed beside a 44th
Battery gun wounding most of the detachment of which
L/Bdr McDonNALD, Gnr MAYNARD, Gnr PATTERSON and Gnr
AUGER were evacuated.

The next day the Highland Light Infantry of Canada captured
Schoondijke and enabled the North Shores to pass through
them. From this position south of the town the North Shores
worked down the dyke parallel to the Schoondijke-Oostburg
road with the intention of coming at Oostburg from behind.
The plan was changed however and the North Shores swung
around to the right to clean out the key stronghold of Marolle-
put.

It was while the North Shores were securing the approaches
to Oostburg that L/Bdr SHAwW won the Military Medal. As a
signaller of Dog Troop OP crew ? with Capt STRUTHERS he
showed remarkable courage and intitiative on this occasion,
when radio communications between the FOO, who had procee-
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ded ahead on foot, and the carrier had broken down at a very
critical stage in the attack. L/Bdr SHAW realizing the situation,
took the carrier with batteries and spare parts and worked

his way forward passing over a route uncleared of mines until

he was blocked by the wrecks of another carrier and by an
M r1o0. Fromthence he proceeded on foot over a road swept by
heavy enemy shell, mortar and small arms fire, reached the
forward observation officer and restored communications.
Artillery fire was immediately brought down eliminating the
machine gun positions and the North Shores were able to
successfuly advance.

The Queens Own were left to capture Oostburg whichthey
did on October 25 and 26, ““A”’ Company entering the southern
half of the town with a bayonet charge down the main street
to take out a troublesome anti-tank gun. Supporting thisattack
on Oostburg the regiment fired a record of 250 rounds per gun,
a figure only excelled in the old days before Caen when the
regiment used 105 mm S.P.s. The targets were mostly concs
and stonks on call. One Oboe smoke screen was fired which
in itself required 100 rounds per gun. '

Pushing through beyond the town a company of Queens
Own was pinned down by heavy small arms and artillery fire
and had to pull back under cover of a smoke screen put down
by the regiment.

An attack was then “teed up”’ with artillery support and

25 Oct 44

the Chauds pushed to Zuidzande with the aid of Crocodiles.

(flame throwing Churchills) and Crabs (flails).

In the meantime the North Shores were working toward
the hamlet of Marolleput. “A” Company approached and
quietly walked in, without any artillery support, under the
cover of darkness. They caught the Germans asleep and took
many prisoners against some light opposition. It was not until
dawn that they encountered trouble from a German 75 mm
gun and a light flak gun in the vicinity of a house about 300
yards distant, and by small arms fire from a nearby dyke. This
enemy fire was preventing consolidation of the position by
“A” Company and the area was rapidly becoming untenable.
Under heavy observed enemy small arms fire and with complete
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disregard for his own personal safety, Capt HocG, accompanied
by his able, Gnr HamiLTON, worked his way forward to a house
from which he obtained observation over the enemy guns.
He was directing fire on the guns from an upstairs window,
when a shell from the flak gun penetrated the room and woun-
ded him in the legs. However he continued to direct fire until
a second shell from the 75 mm gun scored a direct hit, and
threw him out of the house and at the same time wounded
his able. Although badly bruised and shaken he succeeded
in re-entering the house and extricating his wounded able
from the rubble. During this operation a third shell hit the
house, and it was ultimately necessary to knock a hole in the
wall to gain entrance. After assisting his signaller to safety,
Capt HoGG again made his way forward to a dyke overlooking
the enemy guns, which were still active. In spite of his wounds
and constant enemy small arms fire, Capt HoGaG directed the
fire of the artillery at his disposal onto the enemy guns until
they were put out of action. The company was then able to
mop up the enemy snipers and consolidate the position.

The gallant conduct and persistent efforts of Capt HocG
were undoubtedly responsible to a great extent for the success
of the entire battalion operation, since the capture of the
company’s objective was vital to the successful advance of
the other companies. For this action Capt HocG was awarded
the Military Cross.

As no stretchers were available Gar HAMILTON was evacua-
ted on a rug from the OP to company HQ by members of
the North Shores. Here he was attended by a captured German
medical officer, and, as soon as the road was cleared of mines,
was evacuated in a stretcher fitted jeep. This marked the end
of service for an efficient and courageous OP assistant and
signaller who had served in this capacity since D-Day and
had been commended on several occasions by his officers
for his actions under fire.

That same day the Typhoons and Spitfires were very active.
The regiment fired red smoke to indicate some targets for them.

With the loss of Oostburg the main hinge of the German
defence line was broken and once Zuidzande had been taken
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Troop command post in winter quarters near Nijmegen.

25 Pdr gun {iring from position near Nijmegen — 1 Feb 45.
















pits were dug and ammunition was dumped on the position
in preparation for the big attack. The details were very secre-
tive but everyone knew that this was the beginning of the
much talked of push across the Rhine. About this time the
Germans put in the offensive around the Ardennes and its
early success suspended progress around the Nijmegen area.
The plans for the operation were called off and after three days
the guns returned to their old positions where they stayed for
another month.

Military intelligence revealed that the Germans intended
to make a thrust from the north in the direction of Antwerp
following the success of their operation farther south. This
would threaten the Nijmegen salient and might even cut it off.
In preparing stronger defences switching of troops followed
and part of 2 Canadian Infantry Division came under opera-
tional command of 3 Canadian Infantry Division Head-
quarters whose responsibility was the defence of the Nijmegen
salient from the Rhine to the Reichswald forest.

The regiment was situated about 1500 yards from the front
line in a strategically important area where heavy fighting
would likely take place following an enemy penetration. But,
although there were many alternative positions prepared, it
was felt inadvisable to move the guns to any of these for fear of
revealing to the enemy the plans for our future break out
from the salient, which had merely been postponed until the
German offensive had been broken. There was also the neces-
sity of deep harassing fire only possible from this area.

Eventually it was decided to strengthen the regiments for-
ward gun positions so that they would be a small stronghold
in themselves. Infantry were positioned beside the guns and
dug in. Anti-tanks guns were sited and some of the 25 pounders
were moved to a better position in an anti-tank role. Barbed-
wire was erected and the engineers placed mines in areas
to the front and flanks. In addition to these precautions, tank
hunting teams were formed from the men of the regiment in
order to deal with the enemy tanks at close quarters if they
broke through. These teams each consisted of a Piat section
of two men and a mine section of three men. Two handled a
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Slow progress in flooded areas near the Scheldt.

Infantry passing a Buffalo while moving up for the attack
near Nijmegen — 8 Feb 4s.




Pontoon bridge across the Rhine at Emmerich, used by the
regiment — T Apr 45.

Crossing the Ijssel River. An FAT, limber, and gun
another field artillery regiment.







traffic and started wandering into no Man’s Land when an
alert OR stopped them just in time. Firing became busy
and continuous for the next few days as the FOOs came out
into the open on the far side of the forest and found more
targets. The ammunition haul was long and slow due to the
road traffic and the ammunition men were a weary looking
group.

Capt Hoage had a ticklish time for a while when a German
S.P. tried to dislodge him from his OP. Capt Burrows had
a strenuous night with the Chauds near Sonsbeck when our
artillery circled their position with fire to prevent an expected
counter attack.

On March 5 Gnr W. J. MAYNES of the 78th Battery, a driver,
distinguished himself under enemy fire by driving away from
a burning tank two carriers and a jeep. He tried to drive away
another jeep but the fire had gained too much headway. He
was only able to escape before it blew up. For this action
Gnr MaynEs was awarded the Military Medal. Heavy vehicle
casualties had recently been suffered in the forest fighting.
The saving of the two carriers was of immediate assistance
to the operation, one of them containing the FOOs communi-
cation for artillery support.

Dog Troop command post had an accident through fire
when someone started to fill an oil lamp with what they
though was oil. Unfortunately the jerricans were mixed up
and they put gasoline in the lamp by mistake. Lieut Cray,
Gnr D. GReEEN and Gnr LAMARCHE were burned about the
hands and face and the command post equipment including
arty board, tannoy and gun programmes for the next day’s
attack on Xanten were all destroyed. Lieuts BARLEY, LAVAL-
LEE and RIErRsON with the command post staff got together
enough equipment and by morning they were able to take
part in the fire plan. The attack on Xanten was made by
2 Canadian Infantry Division, the regiment taking part in the
19 line barrage followed by concs. A total of 412 rounds per
gun were used. The regiment was standing by ready to move
across the Rhine in case of a break through at this point, but
it did not materialize. ’

114







Cleve
1X Mar 45

14 Mar 45

9. CROSSING THE RHINE

The rest at Cleve was one of those affairs typical of the
army where everybody talks about a rest, no one has a rest
and at the end of the time everyone feels much better for the
change. The typical line of conversation at the time went like
this “What, sleep in that rubble heap? Give me a hole in the
ground any day” or “Did you hear that, the goon wants
the mud scraped from the underneath part of the vehicles.
What will they think of next,” or again ‘‘Rest area? Why,
there are more shells going by here than at the front lines.”

Yes, everyone was busy at Cleve; washing the vehicles,
painting them with anything and everything of a reputed
khaki shade; cleaning out from inside all the junk that had
accumulated. All grass growing on the tops of vehicles had
to be removed. It was amazing what was found underneath
the tarpaulins and camouflage nets. Even a spare tire turned
up in one of the troop quads.

During the period at Cleve the guns of the regiment were
comparatively calibrated by fall of shot with two standard
guns of 21 Army Group.

Brigadier RoBeRTs, Commander 8 C.I.B., held an inspection
of the regiment and thanked the men for the work they had
done in support of the brigade. :

There were hundreds of small things that had to be done.
Blankets were exchanged for clean ones. The shortage of
jerricans was at last remedied. Bath parades were frequent.
New uniforms were given out and new and old kit shortages
replaced.

Preparations were now being made for operation ‘“Plunder”’.
Recce parties had gone out to the new area. The location of
the new area and the plans of the operation were kept very
secret. Only a few officers knew the plans until the regiment
had completed the move.

The operation involved the crossmg of the Rhlne 51 (H)
Division was to make the assault in our sector, crossing the
river at Rees. 9 C.I.B. was under command 51 (H) Division
for the assault, with the North Shore Regiment temporarily
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23 Mar 45

men were right at home in the generous accomodation. Such
novelties as china dishes, beautiful silverware, white sheets,
pyjamas, dressing gowns, slippers, civilian radios and victrolas
were plentiful and used freely. Breakfast in bed had been
considered but somehow the high-priced help did not under-
stand.

On March 23 at 1200 hours digging on the various gun posi-
tions commenced. Simultaneously in the whole area men began
digging slit trenches and weapon pits. In the small fields
flanked by the houses of Wissel the dirt started to fly as
everyone worked feverishly to be ready to fire ahead of the
others. In the middle of the afternoon as if the enemy had
caught sight of our activities, the German artillery started
to shell the area. The German guns on the far side of the river
were only 1200 yards away. One round landed on Able Troop’s
position wounding Sgt MorraT and Gnr MANNING. Another
round wounded Gnr PaNKosKI on Charlie Troop gun position.

At 1700 hours our guns opened up in the initial firing of
the pre-assault artillery preparation. Counter battery targets
were engaged for an hour and five minutes. At 2030 hours
the fire plan was fired in support of the assault of 51 (H) Divi-
sion. The closeness of the guns in the small gun positions, the
fast rate of fire and the many incoming shells contributed to
a very noisy and unpleasant evening.

It should be mentioned here the difficulties under which
the regiment was working due to the shortage of personnel.
This was caused both by the number of officers and men away
on leave and by the lack of reinforcements. This condition
had been prevalent since Operation “Blockbuster”. Cases of
four men in a gun detachment instead of six and one officer
at a command post instead of two were frequent. Many deploy-
ments, much firing and a 24 hour working day were putting
the men under strain.

Gnr HarRris, the Fitter Gun of Dog Troop was seriously
wounded by enemy shell fire. Not long after, the regiment
received the report that two battalions of 51 (H) Division
were across the river. The guns were very busy for the next
few days as the bridgehead was expanding. The North Shores
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argets were engaged....” Gun at full recoil while firing from Wissel
on targets across the Rhine.

“Harassing fire was carried out during the night”.
Muzzle flash of gun while firing from Wissel.




Late that night the regiment went into a concentration
area in the forest beyond Zeddam; back into Holland and
everyone was glad of it.

The following morning the guns moved again. The news of
the fighting was good. The enemy were withdrawing quickly.
Our infantry, artillery and recce regiments were passing each
other in their eagerness to push ahead. Then contact was
regained by the infantry and the guns went into position at
Kilder to support the advance. The Queens Own were now
engaged, with Capt LENNOX and Capt WARD calling down
targets as they moved through Wehl on the road to Laag-
Keppel. On one occasion here Capt LENNOX called for his carrier
which was some distance behind relaying the fire orders from
the 18 set over the more powerful 19 set to the guns. The carrier
coming up missed the road turning and drove past the forward
infantry. A German S.P. fired at them three times before
they had a chance to swerve off to the right behind a building.
That building was to have been the objective of the forward
platoon. The Queens Own continued the push forward against
heavy enemy shelling and consolidated south of the Laag-
Keppel bridge, which had been destroyed. The guns moved
next day by batteries near the town of Achterwehl in sight
of the church tower of Doesburg.

The Chauds came across the river on the flank by an un-
broken bridge and took Laag-Keppel. At this time Lieut
Timms relieved Capt LENNOX who was due to go on leave.

The North Shores pushed on to Doesburg followed by the
Chauds and Queens Own who deployed in preparation for
an attack. The 22nd Battery OPs were in the vicinity of
Rade and Oldburgen overlooking the well-fortified positions
of the enemy. Capt Burrows and Capt ETHIER had a good
OP overlooking Doesburg.

Preparations were made for an attack but at the last minute
it was called off as it was felt its capture was not worth the
costly fight. Instead the enemy were left there, to be out-
flanked later on, with the Chauds remaining behind for a
short time in a containing role.

The axis of advance was now north along the Keppel-
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Zeddam
I Apr 54

Kilder
2 Apr 45

Achterwehl
3 Apr 45




Zutphen road, the guns moving by batteries to positions near
Baak. From here the regiment fired many Mike targets on
the enemy across the river near Doesburg and took part in
a large harassing fire programme in support of g C.I.B. who
where advancing to Zutphen. A great amount of firing was
done from this position. Enemy artillery was active too,
making the 44th Battery position, which was located near
a church, a very hot spot. L/Sgt TaompsoN, Gnr GURSKY and
Gnr PucH were wounded by a heavy calibre shell while
walking from dinner. The battery recce’d an alternative posi-
tion but did not use it.

On April 7 the regiment moved to gun positions near Joppe
and started off the firing with many battery targets taking
in an arc of fire from 8o to 360 degrees. The battery positions
were widely spread out with the 22nd Battery at the rear of
the area. The 44th Battery command post here was particu-
larly comfortable being situated in the literary atmosphere of
a private library. It was at this town that contact was made
with 1 Canadian Infantry Division who were coming into
action for the first time in North-West Europe.

In the meantime the 8 C.I.B. had gone through g C.I.B.
on the outskirts of Zutphen preparatory to making the attack
It was to be a two battalion attack by the Chauds coming
in the southern part of the town and the North Shores
taking out the northern section above and along the railway
tracks.

The fire plan started at o400 hours and consisted of three
lifts, stopping at the approaches to the town. Only the Third
Division artillery took part. The Infantry then moved in. The
Chauds encountered bitter hand to hand fighting among the
closely packed houses. The use of artillery was difficult on
such close targets. However tanks were able to take over and
were very effective, firing at close quarters into the houses.
The German artillery was very active, firing indiscriminately
into the town and killing many civilians. About 20,000 civilians
remained in the town during the battle and their presence
made fighting difficult.

The North Shores advancing beside the railway track over
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Major BAIRD temporarily taking over command of the regi-
ment. 4
Later the Queens Own put in an attack which called for
10 Apr 45 an artillery fire plan and harassing fire tasks fired by one and
sometimes two guns. That night Gnr BArTON and Gnr Mc-
NaArLLy were wounded at the OP by shell fire.
The attack of 1 Canadian Infantry Division across the
11 Apr 45 Ijssel River was made on April 11. The regiment took part
in the initial stages of their fire plan but were limited in the
targets they could fire because of the long range. The gun
area had been chosen primarily so as to be able to engage
targets at Zutphen and Deventer rather than on the 1 Canadian
Infantry Division front. Just before the attack Major BAIRD
had conducted a diversionary fire programme near the river
below Zutphen using anti-tank guns, mortars and light ack-
ack guns. Late in the afternoon of the following day, with the
Wezeppe targets now out of range, the regiment moved to a village
12 Apr 45 below Wezeppe. The enemy had pulled back quickly and the
chase was on again.

1 Dog Troop OP crew:
Capt J. Else., Sgt Buswell, R.D., Gnr. Meyers, G. A., Gnr Smith, L.K., Gnor
Smart, D.B., Gnr Jackson F.B.

2 Charlie Troop OP crew:

Capt A. L. Campbell, Gnr Lacy, G. F,, Gnr Callaghan, P. W., Gnr Beaupre,
J. E., Gnr Varcoe, C., Gonr. Brown, R. W,

Styength Increase :
Capt J. M. R. Ethier from 12 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA 17 Mar 45.
Capt E. A. Ward from 14 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA 23 Mar 45.
Capt A. L. Campbell from 14 Cdn Fd Regt, RCA 2 Mar 45.

Strength Decrease :
Capt J. A. Crutcher 34 Air O.P. course 10 Mar 45.

3 Capt Gothard OP crew:
Gnr Hunt, W. E., Gnr Siddals, A, E., Gnr McMullen, D. A,, and Gnr Charbonneau,
M. A.
4 Styvength Increase :
Capt G. A. Rumble, 2 Cdn Med Regt, RCA 4 Apr 45.
Lieut H. J. Timms, 6 Apr 45.







8 C.I.B. was given the area to the west of Heerenveen up
to the causeway to clear out of enemy. Reports, received from
the Dutch underground, indicated that the area contained
small groups of enemy with a limited supply of artillery and
no tanks. The Brigadier called together the senior officers.
The next objective was to be Joure. “One moment sir”’, said
Major Bairp. ‘““That will not be necessary. The 13th Field
has already taken up gun positions there.” Later on the regi-
mental ration truck made a slight map reading error near
Joure. The party arrived at a bridge well covered by Jerry
small arms fire and when the enemy opened fire the 60 cwt
truck went through evolutions which would shame a jeep,
and left there forthwith. Seeing the same road some days
later one of the ration party exclaimed ““That driver couldn’t
have turned the truck there.” It just shows what training
and a little encouragement can do.

8 C.I.B. was in possession of the most recent plans of the
defences of Sneek, as well as information as to the telephone
communications and water supply. This valuable information,
which was provided by the Dutch underground, is only one
example of the assistance given by them to the unit through-
out the fighting in Holland. :

For the manoeuvres, the battalions were to operate separately
with the artillery splitting up into batteries, each battery
moving with their battalions along with tanks and engineers.
The Regiment de la Chaudiere, moving with the 78th Battery
under command of Capt OLMSTED, were to capture Sneek
and clear the enemy from the area south of Sneek inclusive
of Lemmer. The North Shore Regiment, with the 44th Battery
under command of Major O’SHEA, would then move through
Sneek to Bolsward. Once this place was secured, they were
to swing south to clear out the enemy down to the Ijssel
Meer. Following close behind, would be the Queens Own
Rifles of Canada, with the 2znd Battery under command of
Major LawsoN. They were to push through Bolsward to the
causeway connecting Friesland and North Holland. The enemy
was expected to make a stand somewhere along the route.

That night the Chauds sent out a fighting patrol to Sneek,
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roads to witness the passing parade scrambled in all directions
to get out of the way.

Capt WaRD had a sticky time for a while, as the enemy
gun was too close to our infantry for the artillery to engage.
Soon, however, it was knocked out by other means and the
battle settled down to slow advances against a stubborn
enemy. The rest of the day the guns were very busy. As soon
as the extent of the opposition could be determined, Baker
Troop was deployed in a nearby field. Capt WARD and Lieut
TimMms were able to occupy good OPs, thus the artillery fire
was very effective.

Nearly all the guns positions had a similar story to tell
about the crowds of people who invaded their area to look
in wonderment at the equipment, to ask for cigarettes and
chocolate or just to be near activity. It was the people’s first
day of liberation, and they made the best of it. Baker Troop
was a typical example. Here the crowds around the guns and
the command post were so great that BSM HooPER was forced
to rope off restricted areas so that the troop could function
properly. Even at that, some pretty “young thing” was sure
to trip over the tannoy wire and break communications to
one of the guns. Of course, the kitchen was a great attraction.
To see what the men ate and, perhaps, obtain some of it!
Many had never seen white bread for five years, nor tasted
the wierd and wonderful dishes which were just another
monotonous meal to the soldiers. Two of the feature events
for the spectators were the firing of the guns and the rides
in the exchange crew carrier. The firing of a gun meant a
chance for the braver ones to pull the firing lever and, also,
meant another cartridge case for a souvenir hunter to take
home. The rides in the carrier were shared by all the teen age
“kids” of the district. With flags flying and arms waving, the
carrier would run regular trips along the road to the nearest
town.

In the meantime, the North Shores were moving down to-
wards Koudum with the FOOs in the forward recce patrols,
and the guns of the 44th Battery still deployed in the position
east of Bolsward. The battery sent out a recce party to look
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HELLO PETER ONE THREE
GIVE ME A SITREP PETER

CE

WITH THE FORWARD OBSERVATION OFFICER.
And then there was RHQ who wished to be “put in the picture’.
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L 23044 Gnr Lantz VDR. M 3326 Gnr Pack
M 56596 Gnr Morden M. I. Croro4o Gnr Trottier

EMBARKED 21 JUN 44 DISEMBARKED 23 JUN 44
Capt W.S. Warwick (RCAPC)
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McCord T.
McCrie w. G.
McCullough R.
McFarland J. G.
McInnis G. R.
McIntosh J. L.
MacKay W.G.
MclLaren A. B.
McLaughlin A.
McMichael J. R.
McMillan F. A.
McMullen D. A.
McMullin J. P.,
McNamaraT. H.
McNeil C.
McRae E. B.
McRitchie O.].D.
McRostie G. H.
Meadowcroft N.
Merrick H. O.
Meyer
Meyers
Michaelis
Michaud
Miller
Mills
Milne
Milner
Mooney
Moore
Moore
Moore
Morel
Morden
Morgan
Morkill
Morley
Morrison
Mulcahy
Mulrooney
Muma
Munion
Munn
Myers
Myers
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L 59771
M 3764
Di3gz13
L 26508
H 77369
H 69748
M 65570
P 4618
M 44014
1. 64065
Di139262
B 23839
H 67347
B 23688
K 21124
M 3326
D132759
C 8eér
H 87378
G 1634
M 61625
L 84613
M 3804
M 60702
H 37698
Mi1os310
L102081
D 12187
M 51556
M 43423
L 328
B 47449
L 18444
I 18463
C122594
L 74370
AT107735
I 26394
L 35043
L 74274
A 3498
D109397
C 75668
Brozs23
K 75406
K 10058
L 26393
B 29983
L60g824

Myers 0. L.
Nail C.
Naimark S.
Nattrass E.C.
Nattrass S.D.
Nelson J.R.
Neubauer A.
Newman W.G.
Nile A.J.
Novakoski W.
Ohlson AYV.0.
Orsborn  G.
Otto D.
Overs G.
Owen T
Pack R.
Pascoe J.
Patterson J.
Partyka
Payne
Pellant
Perrins
Perry
Peterson
Piedalue
Piper
Polupski
Poston
Powell
Prestwich
Prince
Proust
Rambo
Rasmussen L.
Raycroft
Raymond L.
Reading F.
Reed G.
Reid J.
Reynolds C.
Richardson J.
Roach

Roach
Robinson
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Romans
Ruston
Ryder
Sestaunir




M 3829
E 46904
M 43424
A 28342
M105885
B146732
B13g077
K 69912
1 26407
H 35680.
M. 59100
M 439706
M 43933
Di3z104
M 43018
B146442
M 660:6
M 43905
L 22554
M 44020
A108586
M 29146
D 86052
H 67678
Miozqgo0
A108633
H 59861
L 18462
G 23907
G 60863
M 3748
B 98516
L1oro21
L 26515
H 37725
G 6238
L 18422
M 43979
M 43456
F 78568
L 26501
Bi113016
K 54557
M 3659
L 10386
L 26299

“Saunders

. Shaw

Smith

Savoie
Schultz
Scott
Scott
Scott
Servos
Sharock
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Shepherd
Shennan
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Shcemaker L E.

Siddals A.E.
Simpson
Slyter
Smart
Smith

Smith
Smith
Sreider
Sorensen
Sorffer
S.rflaten
Scucy
Scvie
Spence
Sperce
Spires
Stairs
Stalberg
St. Amand
Steele
Steele
Stewart
Stewart
Stewart
Stilwell
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Stockley G.H.
Stringer S.W.
Strychalski M.
Sutherland M. R.
Syren I.E.
Tait J.A.
Tanner W.

Brr2849
L 26250
B1s7118
G 52792
M1oou54
M 43943
M 35844
L 59716
Cxo1040
L 18429
L 6289
M 3734
M 3763
B 21523
H 66775
K 69267

K 10006 |

L1o131s
Mror1g6
G 48979
L 26397
Br14485
B162023
H 898q
H 18381
Az103950
L102691
M 43504
F 66272
G 12060
M 43485
Mrooz219
L 18436
Li1o1454
L 103861
L 26516
P 7522
B 11806
Br143102
G 58039
Mzo1192
H 22583
B 16729
D135751
B 47668

Taylor F.
Taylor J.
Terreberry A.
Thibodeau V.
Thomson D.
Thompson M.
Toma M.
Toy D.
Trottier R.
Tuley J.

H.

C.
A.
C.
L.
W.
G.

Turner TJ.
Underhill A, G.
Underhill J.
Urquhart L. F.
Usunier F.
Varcoe C.
Vancooten JM.E.
Vaughan ]J.E.
Verag W.
Waddelow G. J.
Walchuk W.
Waldron K. H.
Walker
Walker
Weber
Weiler
Werbeski
Werner
Wheaton
White
Whitehead
Whitehead
Wick
Wiggins
Williams
Willson
Wilson
Wilson
Winfield
Wood
Woodman
Wright
Young
Zadzora
Zuchkan
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Brig
Brig
Brig

Lt-Col
Lt-Col
Lt-Col
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major

Major
Major
Major
Major
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt

Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
H/Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Capt
Spvr

H/Capt
Capt
Capt
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NOMINAL ROLL — 4

Officers Not Included In the Other Three Nominal Rolls

. Lace, OBE
. Sparling, DSO
. Zeigler, CBE
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W.E.

J'B
H. M.

. Heal

DSO, ED.

. Bailey

Hogarth, DSO
Howard, ED
Blakley
Colclough
Darling

. Dawes
. Dodds
. Dunwell

Emory

. Lawson

Levinson (CDC)

Mendelsohn
(RCEME)

Pickering

Ross

Vereker

Wilson (CDC)

. Bowes

. Craig

. Duncan (RCEME)
. Ferguson

Fry
Greenblat
(RCAMC)

Holmes

. Holmes

Lavallee
Lee

Leslie
Lewis (CCS)

. Miller
. McKinnon

McLean, MC
Morric
O’Donnell

(Aux Serv)
Perry
Porte:us
Quart

- Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
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C. Roberts
Roberts
Rogers -

. Russell
Scammell
Shapera (CDC)
Stiles (RCAMC)

. Swan

Tanton

Thompson

Williard

M Wyld .

. Anderton

Antcliff

Appleby

Bedford

Bendikson

Bowman

. Brennan
Carey
Carswell

. Cheater

. Cook
Corbett
Duncan
Duncan (RCEME)
Eche

. Evans

Fletcher

Freeborn

Garrett

Gibson

Keeffer

Lafferty

. Leith

McGeachie

Bz O

R

O

W.
Morgrldge

B Murichison
(RCCS)
. C. Nelms

. A. Oliver

S O’Neill

. E. Paillard

.D.P.E. Poirier
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