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Van Arty Association and RUSI Van Members News — 11 June 2024

Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings. If you don’t get a future newsletter on
time, check the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to see if
the current edition is posted there. If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at
bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me know you didn’t get your copy.

Newsletter online. This newsletter and previous editions are available on the Vancouver Artillery
Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI Vancouver website at:
http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html. Both groups are also on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?g=vancouver%?20artillery%20association and
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver

Upcoming events — Mark vour calendars- sce poster section for details.

Commemoration Cyprus 2024

80" Anniversary of the Liberation of Holland Battlefield Tour

Jun 12 No Zoom Lunch meeting this week
Jun 18 Zoom Lunch meeting
Sep 21/22 Canadian Walk for Veterans

CAF Grooming Standards for Hair and Facial Hair Set to Change
Canadian Military Families Magazine  Mishall Rehman 7 June 2024

The Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) will reapply certain grooming standards to the Canadian
Forces Dress Instructions, reversing a complete overhaul of the policy that took place in 2022,
According to CANFORGEN 078/24, which announced the new implementations, the military
has decided to review some of the introductions made in 2022 based on a “broad set of feedback
and observations received.” Over the last two years, the CAF has collected feedback to determine
whether the changes made are in line with its objective of creating a positive CAF image and
allowing CAF members to reflect on themselves while maintaining operational safety.

Facial hair is now restricted to a maximum length/bulk of 2.5 centimetres (or
one inch).

Beard & Hair Requirements. The new instructions, which will go
into effect July 2, 2024, will require military members to undertake certain measures in relation
to their hair and beards.
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These changes include:
« Military members will be required to tie their hair away from their face if it falls below the
lower part of the collar at the nape of the neck.
« Military members with hair accessories must use black or a colour that matches the
individual’s hair.
« Facial hair is now restricted to a maximum length/bulk of 2.5 centimetres (or one inch).

Additionally, the CAF has clarified language related to grooming standards and provided
illustrations of permitted hairstyles and facial hair in the CAF Dress Instructions. The CAF states
its commanders of commands, task force commanders and formation commanders still retain the
right to apply limited restrictions based on the unique conditions and requirements of a given
situation.

Leading Seaman Comeau, a member of the Canadian contingent
participates in a Remembrance Ceremony at the St Symphorien Military
Cemetery in St-Symphorien, Belgium on November 10, 2018.

Photo: Sergeant Vincent Carbonneau, Canadian Forces Combat [
Camera. Image courtesy of the CAF.

updated Canadian Forces Dress Instructions after consulting

with the Defence Advisory Groups, Gender Advisors, and current military members. The 2022
instructions did not require a specific length of hair but only required it to be tied for ceremonial
reasons. There was also no minimum or maximum length for beards or facial hair. Stay tuned to
the Government of Canada website for detailed updates on the policy here.

Bradley Fighting Vehicle Beats Russian APC in Deadly Game of Chicken
It’s a game of death on the fury road. Nicholas Slayton  Task & Purpose Jun 8, 2024

A Ukrainian Bradley Infantry Fighting
Vehicle, left, charges toward a Russian
BTR-82.

(Screenshot via Ukraine's Ministry of
Defense on X).

Amid the wider offensives and front
lines of the war in Ukraine, a recent
fight showed a singular fight. An
American-made Bradley Infantry
Fighting VVehicle went head-to-head
against a Russian armored personnel
character in Ukraine and emerged victorious. Video sharedto social media
(https://www.instagram.com/p/C77CYSFOudS/) shows a Ukrainian-operated Bradley infantry
fighting vehicle taking on a Russian BTR-82 in a game of armed chicken, with both vehicles
charging at and firing at each other down a narrow road in rural Ukraine. The video — taken by
drone like so much war footage from Ukraine — follows the Russian BTR armored personnel
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carrier as it engages with a Bradley operated by Ukraine’s 47th Mechanized Brigade. The Bradley
hammers the Russian fighting vehicle with fire, the impacts showing up on the video from above
as the vehicle veers off of the road. Footage shows Russian soldiers falling off the APC after the
direct hits, apparent casualties from the fighting. Despite the Russian BTR also laying down
heavy fire of its own it doesn’t appear to land anywhere close to the same level of damage.

Eventually they almost collide, trading gunfire at nearly point-blank range like naval ships of old
trading broadsides, before the Russian APC breaks off, heavily damaged. The drone camera
follows it, where it eventually comes to a halt off the road, spewing smoke. The video was shared
widely on social media, including being shared by Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense on X. The
footage doesn’t have any actual sounds from the battle or snippets of radio chatter. Instead, as
with much of the combat footage from the war, it’s often set to electronic music. One version,
which Task & Purpose found, has it set to “Duel of Fates” from “Star Wars Episode I: The
Phantom Menace,” which is more epic. None appear set to the score from “Mad Max: Fury Road.”
Along with the motorized mayhem, the video also gives a good picture of the common battlefield
outside of the trench-filled urban combat zones. The fields are pockmarked with craters and
impact zones from mortars and artillery. The few buildings there are bombed out. And meanwhile
on the narrow roads linking the farms, armored vehicles are duking it out at close range.

The Bradley, which is not a tank, has been very effective on the Ukrainian battlefield. Since it
arrived in the war zone, it has been used both as a troop carrier and as battlefield armor, often
punching up against its weight. Several videos over the last months have shown Bradleys taking
on Russian tanks and winning, despite being outgunned. Their 25mm cannons have also added
more firepower to Ukraine’s front lines. Dozens more Bradleys are headed to Ukraine as part of
an aid package announced this past month. The aid package also includes dozens more M113
armored personnel carriers and several Patriot, Javelin and Stinger missile systems for use against
armor, aircraft and missiles.

New Memorial Honours Canadian Korean War Veterans
Guy Black, Honorary Citizen of Gapyeong County, South Korea.
Recipient of the Medal of Civil Merit, South Korea

The battle of Kapyong took place from April 22 to April 25, 1951. It is a legendary feat of arms
that for the Korean War, stands next to the triumph of Vimy Ridge and the D-Day Landings. In
April 1951, the Chinese People’s Volunteer Army launched their Spring offensive. They
advanced Southward pushing aside anyone who stood in their way until they reached the Kapyong
River Valley. They were met by the 3" Battalion Royal Australian Regiment who fought hard
until their ammunition had nearly run out and many of their men lay dead or wounded. The men
of the 2" Battalion, Princess Patricias Canadian Light Infantry, were the last barrier standing
between the enemy and South Korea’s capital city, Seoul. They stood alone, entrenched on hill
677 at the foot of the valley. It was roughly 700 men against 5,000. The odds were weighed
heavily against Lieutenant Colonel Stone’s battalion. The Canadians fought gallantly until the
enemy gave up. After the battle, the Patricia’s counted their losses, which numbered 10 dead
and 23 soldiers wounded. One man who died on the hill was Corporal Gerald Evans who was



from British Columbia. Another man was Robert Tolver, who is reported to have rushed back to
rescue Evans who had been severely wounded in his legs and could not walk. The next morning
their bodies were rolled in blankets, neither survived.

The Canadian Embassy in Seoul, and its Commonwealth allies with the support of Gapyeong
(kapyong) County, host an annual service of remembrance every year in April. Throughout the
area there are memorials to each nation who participated in the battle. There is a large Canadian
monument, and a hiking trail up Hill 677. The trail leads hikers to a Korean style pagoda
appropriately named “Canada House”. 1 was fortunate to visit South Korea last year. During my
visit, | trekked up the very steep dirt trail that winds its way up and along the ridgeline. It’s
unimaginable how anyone could fight on that steep sided expansive feature. After visiting the
Canadian Memorial and Canada House, | noticed something was missing. There was no Honour
Roll. When | returned home, | decided to dig deeply into my empty wallet, and after much
discussion with the Canadian Embassy in Seoul, | commissioned the making of a bronze honour
roll plaque.

This project to make an Honour Roll took 7 months to complete. It involved countless changes
and corrections to the text which required sending every revision back to Korea for proof reading
and translation into the Korean language. Samples of the proposed wording were also provided
to the Canadian Embassy and Gapyeong County for their approval. The Honour Roll is written
in English and Korean, and proudly displays the names of the ten men from the 2" Battalion
PPCLI who died in the battle of Kapyong. The bronze memorial plaque was cast in Richmond
and is now in South Korea with the Canadian Embassy, who with the collaboration of Gapyeong
County, will install it next to Canada House on Hill 677.



Govt Recognizes the Creation of Canada’s Permanent Military Force
as a national historic event. Parks Canada News release  June 5, 2024

After Confederation in 1867, Britain began to withdraw its military forces from Canada and
defence became a federal responsibility. The resulting creation of a permanent military force in
Canada ended more than a century of dependence on Britain and represented the beginnings of
military professionalization in the country. Today, the Honourable Steven Guilbeault, Minister
of Environment and Climate Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada, announced the
designation of the Creation of Canada’s Permanent Military Force (1871-1883) as an event of
national historic significance under Parks Canada’s National Program of Historical
Commemoration. For more than one hundred years following the Seven Years’ War (1756—
1763), the British Army and Royal Navy continued to defend British North America with support
from local militias and in partnership with First Nations allies. The Canadian government
assumed it could continue to rely on Britain after Confederation, even as the number of British
troops in Canada fell from roughly 15,700 in 1867 to 4,000 in 1869. By 1871, Britain had
withdrawn all its forces, except for garrisons at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Esquimalt, British
Columbia.
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© Courtesy of the
Department of
National Defence /
Mitchel, George

C N / .
. Duncan. RCHA -

———

<

m— «"{i right of the line: an

2V TES\ e Bl anecdotal history of
. 4 N the Royal Canadian

N/ . Horse Artillery.

— o= Ottawa: RCHA

2 Barracks, Winnipeg, in 1874, it is the oldest group photograph known of regular artillerymen, It shows H H

. s Gun And ammunition. limber with L. o B top row Bt Ma) 3. Ernest M. Taschersan (the BC) AcaM (wos  History  Committee,
W.R. Abbott (luter of NWMP) and Sgt E. Roberta; next row — Sgt W, Young, Lt J.W. Anderson, Capt John Cotton (Iatee of NWMP), Cpl Wilson {office .

clerk) and Sgt K. Grant, all but the BC from A’ Battery; and front — Sgt E. Chapman and QMS P. Gibbon from ‘B 1986, Xi-3

-

i
2
§'Y
2
34
s
]
23

Though there was little popular or political support for the creation of a standing army at the time,
Canada put in place the elements that would be the basis of a permanent force for the country.
Garrisons were established at Fort Henry in Kingston and at the Québec Citadel to help train
officers and men and take charge of the fortifications, magazines, armaments, artillery, and stores
left behind by the British. In 1876, the Royal Military College of Canada was established, and the
passage of the Militia Act of 1883 expanded the permanent force and authorized the formation of
new cavalry, artillery, and infantry schools.



Quotes

“The establishment of a permanent Canadian military force contributed to greater independence
for a young nation and set the stage for military service as a profession in Canada. National
historic designations reflect Canada’s rich and varied history and I encourage all Canadians to
learn more about the creation of Canada’s permanent military force and its important
contributions to Canada’s heritage.” The Honourable Steven Guilbeault, Minister of Environment
and Climate Change and Minister responsible for Parks Canada

"The creation of Canada's permanent military force is a watershed moment in Canadian history.
After long relying on British forces for their protection, with the creation of permanent force units
such as A and B Batteries in Kingston and Quebec City, the young dominion was taking its first
tenuous steps towards its own professional military and assuming responsibility for its own
national defence. Although there was still a long road to travel, we can see in the creation of
Canada's early permanent military units the origins of what would eventually become a world-
renowned, professional, armed forces." Colonel David W. Grebstad, CD, MA, MDS

Quick facts

« The creation of A and B Batteries of garrison artillery at Fort Henry in Kingston and at the
Québec Citadel were responsible for training the militia at two new schools of gunnery and
for safeguarding the magazines, armaments, artillery, and stores left behind by the British
Army. These batteries of garrison artillery laid the foundations for the permanent force and,
in 1873, became the first full-time, regular army units in Canada, reorganized in 1883 as
the Regiment of Canadian Acrtillery.

. These early military forces did not reflect the diversity of Canadian society at the time, as
racialized people and Indigenous Peoples faced barriers to military service.

« Created in 1919, the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada advises the Minister
of Environment and Climate Change regarding the national significance of persons, places,
and events that have marked Canada’s history. Together with Parks Canada, the Board
ensures that subjects of national historic significance are recognized under Parks Canada’s
National Program of Historical Commemoration and these important stories are shared
with Canadians.

Parks Canada is committed to working with Canadians in our efforts to tell broader, more
inclusive stories in the places that it manages. In support of this goal, the Framework for History
and Commemoration outlines a new, comprehensive, and engaging approach to sharing Canada’s
history through diverse perspectives, including shedding light on tragic and difficult periods of
Canada’s past.

A Lighter, High-Tech Abrams Tank is Taking Shape
Jen Judson Defense News May 31, 2024

The US Army awarded the manufacturer of Abrams tanks a contract this month to begin the
preliminary design of its new tank variant expected to be lighter and feature high-tech capabilities
so it’s more survivable in battle, the service’s head of combat vehicle modernization told Defense
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News. The contract allows the Army to work closely with General Dynamics Land Systems on
shaping requirements for the new M1E3 Abrams tank. The hope, according to Brig. Gen.
Geoffrey Norman, is to be able to bring the new variant into the force at a similar timeline to the
M30 Mechanized Infantry Combat Vehicle, which is under development. “I think that there
would be real goodness for the Army if M30 combat vehicles and M1E3 tanks could be fielded
simultaneously to an [armored brigade combat team],” Norman said. “I think the Army senior
leaders are going to push us to try to align those schedules, and whether that can be done is an
open question right now.”

A soldier scouts a wooded area on top of a
camouflaged M1 Abrams at Fort Johnson, La.,
on March 16, 2024. (

Pfc Luciano Alcala/US Army)

Norman said factors like technology
maturation budgets will likely dictate
whether that is achievable. The Army is
running a competition between two
American Rheinmetall Vehicles and

e s General Dynamics Land Systems to build
the XM30 vehicle that will replace the Bradley infantry fighting vehicle. The service plans to
select a winner in late fiscal 2027 or early fiscal 2028, Norman said. The schedule for the M1E3's
preliminary design and what follows is under review within the Army’s acquisition branch,
Norman said. In the meantime, the Army and GDLS will begin working through what the service
wants in and can achieve with a new Abrams variant. A firmer timeline will likely take shape by
the fall, he added. The Army last fall decided to scrap its upgrade plans for the Abrams tank and
instead pursue a more significant modernization effort to increase the tank’s mobility and
survivability on the battlefield. As part of the decision, the Army ended its M1A2 System
Enhancement Package version 4 program. The MI1E3 “from a requirement standpoint is an
engineering change proposal,” Norman said, but with “a different design approach to meeting
existing requirements. It’s going to be a very differently configured Abrams than what we
currently have.”

Over the next 18 months, Norman said the Army will work through a series of technology
maturation efforts to include autoloader capabilities, aides “to enable a crew to operate fully
buttoned up [inside the tank],” alternate power trains, and active protection systems. “Those are
the types of things where different systems are being competed to pick the best of the breed that
then will be integrated into an [engineering change proposal] prototype,” he added. The Army
plans to bring the weight of Abrams under 60 tons. The current variant is roughly 73 tons,
according to Norman. “That might be a little aggressive, but we’re pretty ambitious,” he said of
the goal. “In order to do that, we anticipate having to change the crew configuration, potentially
looking at opportunities to go to a remote turret or an optionally manned turret in order to save
the space under armor.” Power trains that include hybrid capability will also undergo



examination in order to achieve both reduced fuel consumption as well as the desirable silent
watch and silent drive capabilities to better avoid detection. The power train must still be able to
reach high dash speeds, Norman noted. The M1E3 will also have an integrated active protection
system “that’s part and parcel to the vehicle survivability, profile and design. That’s one of the
things that we know absolutely will be integral to the program,” Norman said.

A Special Presentation of “Gino, A Child of War”

Il Centro, Italian Cultural Centre. Vancouver, BC. 2 June 2024

By Fmr HCol and the Regimental Secretary of the BCR, Ted Hawthorne
Photos by Ted Hawthorne.

Left to Right: Palvinder Kundar, Chair of 3300
BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC  Support
Committee; Graydon Young, Director of the BCR
Association;,  Bob  Mugford, Van  Arty
Association/RUSI  Vancouver; Sandra Young,
Director of the BCR Association; Christine
Alexander, President of the Army Cadet League of
Canada, BC Branch;, HLCol BCR Bill Diamond;
Cathy Bach, President of the Army Cadet League
of Canada; and fmr HCol and current Regimental
Secretary BCR, Ted Hawthorne.

Members of the Regimental Family,
friends and colleagues attended the special
presentation of “Gino, A Child of War” at the Italian Cultural Centre in the early evening of
Sunday, 2 June 2024. As stated in the promotional literature:

“Gino A Child of War" is an awe-inspiring docu-drama which sheds light on the boundless hope
and resilience of the human spirit amid the chaos of war. The film narrates the incredible story of
Gino Farnetti, a five-year-old boy discovered frightened, hungry, and wandering amidst the war-
torn ruins of Torrice, Italy, in 1944, by compassionate Canadian soldiers. For the next ten months,
Gino found shelter, nourishment, and care among his Canadian guardians. A special bond formed
between Gino and "Red" Lloyd Oliver, and this film portrays their remarkable relationship and
the untold story that connects them”.

Michael Cuccione,
President Italian Cultural Centre

Paolo Miraglia Del Giudice,
Consul General of Italy in Vancouver %3




BCRs in attendance included, Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Bill Diamond, Audrey Diamond,
Graydon and Sandra Young, Palvinder Kundan, Chair of 3300 BCR (Bhai Kanhaiya) RCACC
Support Committee, and former Honorary Colonel Ted Hawthorne. Our group was joined by
our good friend and colleague, Maj (Ret’d) Bob Mugford, of the Vancouver Artillery Association
and the Royal United Services Institute Vancouver.

Alpini Colour Party

Congratulations and thank you to Cathy Bach, President of the
Army Cadet League of Canada, and Christine Alexander,
President of the BC Branch of the Army Cadet League of Canada,
for sponsoring this remarkable story of our soldiers and “Cpl
Gino” during World War II. Welcome to the newly appointed
Consul General of Vancouver, Paolo Miraglia Del Giudice, who
was also in attendance and greeted all invited guests to the special
presentation. Kudos to the Alpini Colour Party for their fine
ceremony and thank you to the Italian Cultural Centre for their
hospitality and for hosting this great evening!

CF One Member Appreciation- 2024

CF One Members receive a 25% discount on the
best available fare in all classes (excluding on
' Express Deals) for one-way or round trip travel on
| board any VIA Rail train in Canada.

| Click here to Learn More >

Vancouver Gunners Website Update

Yorke Island 85" Anniversary

The 85t Heavy Battery, 15" (Vancouver) Coast Brigade, RCA sailed for Yorke Island on the
night of 29 August 1939 and set foot on the island on the 30™. Initial stages of planning are
underway to mark this event by hosting a return to Yorke on Saturday, 24" August 2024. An
advance party may head out two weeks earlier. Interested in joining the party? Contact me for
additional details. president.vcrgunners@gmail.com.
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Yorke Island 2014
Added some additional photos from the Western Command trip to Yorke Island.
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/yorke-2014-west-comd.html

Yorke Island 1996
Added some additional photos to the bottom of this page but still need to take some time to sort
them properly. https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/yorke-island-1996.html

20" Field Regiment Old Guard Reunion
Have you got a connection with 20" Field Regiment in Edmonton? Check out their upcoming
reunion. https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/20th-fd-regt-old-guard-reunion

Photos
Have you got any photos of past regimental activities? Send them to
president.vcrgunners@gmail.com and we’ll post them to the website.

Wednesday Lunch Zoom Meeting. No meeting this week. Host at another function

Remember — Stay healthy and stay safe!

Who (or What) Is It?

Last Week: The first contingent of the Anti-Piracy Guard established in 1930
Piracy was always a major problem along the South China coast. Hong Kong's past is liberally
illustrated with such incidents, many involving large vessels and lives lost. To counter this, an
Anti-piracy Force, mainly Indians, was formed in 1914 and performed guard duties aboard coastal
and river steamers The large dee sea vessels plymg the waters from Rangoon to Northern China
.;‘: ORI either hired their own guards or
> iR . .4 relied wupon their respective
governments to provide the
necessary protection. The British
military provided men to guard
very large vessels operating under
the British flag but in 1930,
despite an escalating piracy
problem, the army had to
: _ @ A& B8 withdraw, and the responsibility
FIEST CONTINGENT fell upon the Hong Kong Police.
meawnsl 12 P\ - As this was beyond the resources
\ H“E?S.ﬁni“‘“““ii_ M T 7 of the Water Police, it was
R ok ; .3 necessary to form a special unit
and some 100 men, mostly from
Punjab, Wei Hai Wei and the
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China coast's White Russian community, were drafted and trained. The contingents formed
affiliations with the various shipping companies which paid for their service. The Indians and the
Shantung men concentrated on the British Register whilst the Russians were allied to Canadian
vessels.

Each contingent had a number of Sergeants from the regular Force attached to them and the first
Anti-piracy Guard, consisting of a British Sergeant and 14 Russians, departed Hong Kong on July
10, 1930 aboard the RMS Empress of Canada bound for Shanghai. The Russians had been
recruited predominantly through Shanghai which had a large population of them, their families
fleeing eastwards from the 1917 revolution. The number of Russians serving the Anti-piracy Unit
never exceeded 30 and they assimilated well into Hong Kong's community. Twelve of them
became British nationals and were consequently interned by the Japanese, while the remainder
fended for themselves during the grim Hong Kong occupation.

The Anti-piracy Guard effectively combated piracy along the coast in the 1930s but it was not re-
formed after the Pacific War. Of those Russians who resumed duty, a number remained with the
now re-titled Marine Police, several serving for up to 25 years. Immediate post war reforms
abolished the recruitment of British and Commonwealth personnel into subordinate ranks, joining
instead as Probationary Sub-Inspectors. A further boost to the resurgence of post-war Hong Kong
was the 1946 recruitment of 20 men from the Metropolitan Police Force. The end of the British
Mandate in Palestine in 1948 occasioned an influx of officers over the next two years, along with
further arrivals from a now independent Malaysia. Independence in several west, east and central
African territories and numerous Pacific islands also brought an influx. A number of senior ranks
were transferred within the Colonial Police Service system, but the vast majority had to resign
from their former Forces and start all over again.

This Week: Many of you possibly remember a time when the Canadian Army fielded self-
propelled guns (SPGs), as it was less than twenty years ago that the M109 was retired from
service. At the time, it was said by some (often the same ones who said tanks were no longer
viable on the modern battlefield) that there was no use for such kit when the same job could be
done by towed artillery. This narrative seems not to have reached our allies, nor the Ukrainians
or Russians. So, we remain SPG-less to this day.

This is ironic, as Canada was an early adopter of the idea of SPGs, and even produced one of our
own, the famous Sexton, which mated a 25-pounder gun to the chassis of a Ram tank. That vehicle
was quite effective in North-West Europe, remaining in the inventory until 1956. The Sexton
continued to serve until at the least the 1970s in other armies, such as that of Portugal. Our next
SPG, the aforementioned M109, which carried a 155 mm howitzer, was adopted in 1966, and
equipped the artillery unit in Germany, as well as being used in Canada for training and
familiarization. Sadly, when we withdrew from Europe, and began to talk about a “peace
dividend”, questions started to be asked about the usefulness of such a weapons system (and about
the cost of upgrades). At the same time, as mentioned above, questions were also asked regarding
the future of tanks, the instrument alongside which the SPGs were supposed to fight.



As a result, by 2008, we had no SPGs (and barely any tanks). However, events since then have
shown that the future cannot be predicted with any accuracy, and what was once old is now new.
Our allies and friends are fielding all manner of SPGs, as are the bad guys. So, some voices are
calling on Canada to rearm with these effective weapons. Will this happen soon? Don’t get your
hopes up too high just yet.

The solution might be to buy an off-the-shelf system or something second-hand. After all, North
Korea has over 4,500 SPGs. Surely they might give us a battery or two, and not even notice it?
Their Fearless Leader looks so friendly in his YouTube videos. And, their neighbours in South
Korea also produce some excellent guns. However, this week’s photo may or may not be one of
the vehicles from that divided peninsula. If you can identify it, let us know by contacting the
editor, Bob Mugford (bob.mugford@gmail.com), or the author, John Redmond
(1ohnd._redmond@telus.net). And, if you love SPGs, write to your MP.

From the ‘Punitentary’

What did the man say when told by a police officer to ‘go straight home’
“I can’t, I live around the corner”.

Murphy’s Other Laws

The Cavalry doesn’t always come to the rescue.

Quotable Quotes

It is the set of the sails, not the direction of the wind that determines which way we will go.
- Jim Rohn


mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
mailto:johnd._redmond@telus.net

Wednesday Digital Video Lunch

No Zoom meeting this week. Host away.

Z00Im

No need to worry about
COVID-19 when you go
digital. Pop into our
video lunch at noon on
Wednesdays and say hi.
All you need is a laptop,
tablet or smartphone.
These sessions are being hosted by the Vancouver Artillery Association
and are open to all — especially those who attended our Wednesday
lunches.

Join us to check up on your old lunch buddies. Click on this link:-

(this link will take you straight to the waiting room — no password needed)
https://usO4web.zoom.us/j/727583593607pwd=XEQy7bIBCNVTYsIFcFIZ
69lelpfzMP.1

or use Meeting ID 727 5835 9360 and the secret passcode is pFPey6

Bring your own lunch and beverage of choice.
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Canadian Walk for Veterans - September 2024

Canadian Walk for Veterans through One Veteran Society and True Patriot Love, Canada’s Foundation
for the military community is proud to announce a strategic merger aimed at enhancing support for
Canada’s military, Veteran, first responder communities and their families.

Effective immediately, True Patriot Love will become the lead organizer of the Canadian Walk for
Veterans, working in collaboration with the team formerly known as One Veteran Society. This new
home for the Walk will enable better support for team leads, walkers and donors as we continue to grow
the event across Canada. We are thrilled to continue to support this incredible event and to honour the
history, traditions, and success of the Canadian Walk for Veterans, both in 2024 and long into the future.
True Patriot Love Foundation is Canada’s leading charity dedicated to supporting military members,
Veterans, and their families and working closely with sector partners to support the evolving needs of
service members in Regular Force, on Reserve, and in transitioning to civilian life and as Veterans.

True Patriot Love recognizes the invaluable contributions made by our service members and Veterans
and is committed to ensuring that they receive the support they need as they transition to civilian life and
beyond. With a focus on enhancing rehabilitation and recovery journeys, True Patriot Love harnesses the
power of sport, expeditions, alternative therapies, and global initiatives like the Invictus Games — of
which True Patriot Love is the main funder of Team Canada. True Patriot Love has granted $41 million
for Veterans and their families, reaching more than 40,000 beneficiaries, and supported over 1,000
community-based programs across the country. Through this partnership, True Patriot Love and the
Canadian Walk for Veterans will combine their resources and expertise to expand their reach and impact
and we cannot wait to have you join us!

Eleven cities across Canada will be the site for the 2022 Canadian Walk for Veterans on Sept 24 and 25.
The goal of the event, which One Veteran Society hosts, is to acquaint the Canadian public with their
Veterans, their service, and their challenges. The event also raises funds for organizations that support
the Veteran community. This year’s recipient of net proceeds is the True Patriot Love Afghan
Resettlement Fund. “Highly skilled interpreters, cultural advisors, and project officers have always been
essential to Canadian military and peacekeeping missions in Afghanistan and other conflict zones.
They’ve served alongside us in very high-risk environments helping to keep us safe, and we should not
leave them behind. “The public tends to think of veterans as soldiers from World War One or World
War Two, or the Korean War, but we also have a generation of young veterans among us who deserve
our thanks and need our support. “Unlike Remembrance Day, where we tend to pay tribute to the fallen,
the Canadian Walk for Veterans is an opportunity to walk shoulder to shoulder with veterans and thank
them while they are still among us,” said Randie Scott, a 35-year veteran of Correctional Service of
Canada, who served in Afghanistan as a member of the Kandahar Provincial Reconstruction Team.

The walk will take place this year in

Courtenay, BC Calgary, AB
White Rock, BC Prince Albert, AB
Abbotsford, BC Kingston, ON
Kamloops, BC Phillipsburg, QB
Edmonton, AB Halifax, NS

Sylvan Lake, AB

The 2024 Canadian Walk for Veterans will take place September 21 and 22, 2024. Save the date!
Registration will open in mid-May 2024. Stay tuned!



With a Few Guns

With A Few Guns -

The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery in Afghanistan

Volume | 2002-2006

Authored by Col (Retd) Wolf Riedel and Mark Zuehlke,
building on the work of LCol (Retd) Brian Reid

This two-volume set captures the experiences of Canadian Gunners and the Regimental family during
the Afghanistan era.

« Volume 1 - 2002-2006, publication date 4 December 2023!
The translation “Avec quelques canons” is expected for autumn 2024.
« Volume 2 - 2007 to 2014, targeted publication date 2024/2025

READ SELECTED EXCERPTS FROM VOLUME 1

https.//rca-arc.org/excerpts-from-with-a-few-guns/
We can’t complete Volume 2 without your help. Be part of this significant undertaking - tell
your story, submit your photos. Even the smallest detail touches someone!
Contact mrgnrsmith@gmail.com and make sure our story is recorded for generations to
come!
“With A Few Guns” is dedicated to the greater family of the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery —from
those who served with distinction in the face of danger in Afghanistan, to those who trained and
supported them to become mission-ready, and especially to those who kept the rest of the family
together at home. In memory of “Reid B.A of the RCA” (1939-2023) and his dedicated service to the Guns,
his sage advice and his literary prowess in recording parts of the Canadian Army’s rich history.

With a Few Guns E-Book - Now Available on Amazon

See: https://www.amazon.ca/Few-Guns-Artillery-Afghanistan-2002-2006/dp/1990644864



https://rca-arc.org/excerpts-from-with-a-few-guns/
https://rca-arc.org/excerpts-from-with-a-few-guns/
mailto:mrgnrsmith@gmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2FFew-Guns-Artillery-Afghanistan-2002-2006%2Fdp%2F1990644864&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9092c26ca8894d15ab9408dc5326b0cb%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638476672891757264%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hvP%2B1QgTej%2Fh%2B7zuuL5kdKoFxvitE7qWTK6QQlSbqoY%3D&reserved=0

80™ Anniversary of the Liberation of Holland Battlefield Tour
S OP TAKE POST
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and Merit Travel Canada
presents

80" Anniversary of Victory Tour
2-11 May 2025
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e Attend the Canadian ceremony at e Visit the Dutch Army Artillery Museum

Wageningen on Liberation Day. o
e Visit monuments, museums, and

e Visit important Canadian battlefields in the Commonwealth War Cemeteries

Netherlands

e Led by experienced military historians and
e Pay tribute to Canada's war dead of the veterans.
Victory Campaign

For more information contact Merit Travel
TZajkovski@MeritTravel.com or BTrudeauSt.Onge@MeritTravel.com, or

call 866-341-1777 | Trina #6214 or Brianne #6902




80th Anniversary of Victory Tour

Day1-2 May ...Depart
Canada for Amsterdam.

Day 2 -3 May .. We arrive in
Amsterdam, meet our bus and
then drive to our hotel. In the
afternoon we will visit the
Airborne Museum in Arnhem
to examine this epic battle.
We will check into our hotel
for the next eight nights:
Mercure Hotel Nijmegen

Day3 -4 May ... Today is the
Dutch Remembrance Day and
we will attend the Canadian
memorial ceremony at Holten
Canadian War Cemetery and
the Groesbeek Canadian War
Cemetery.

Day4-5May ... This is the
big day for ceremonies:
Liberation Day. We will join
the crowds of people in
Wageningen for the Canadian
commemoration and parade.
Some of our group will march
in the parade.

Day 5-6 May... We will hit the
battlefields today when we
look at the largest Canadian
directed operation of the war:
Op Veritable. We will end the
day with a visit to Groesbeek
Cemetery and the nearby
Liberation Museum

Day 6 -7May - Today we will
visit the Dutch Artillery
Museum in t'Harde. The day
will wrap up with the Heroes
March across the Oversteek
Bridge in Nijmegen.

Day7-8May.... Today we
will be back on the battlefields
as we tour the sites of
Operation Blockbuster, the
Hochwald, and the capture of
Xanten.

Day 8-9 May ... Our last day
on the battlefield will see us
visiting the crossing of the
Rhine in Op Plunder and the
battles for Emmerich. We will
also see where the 1
Canadian Parachute Battalion
landed on Op Varsity.

Day 9-10 May ... Several
options today, including a free
day in the Nijmegen area, or a
daytrip to Amsterdam by train
or bus, where the resistance
museum and the art galleries
are highly recommended. Our
last night in Nijmegen.

Day 10-11May ... We will
depart early to get our flights
back to Canada from
Amsterdam aimport. Anyone
staying on in Europe can
make easy connections from
the airport.

Tour Price (Land Only)

CAD $3700 - (per person, Double occupancy)
(single supplement: $1150 — limited availability)
Airfare can be added, see with travel agent and will vary according to point of departure.

$600 per person non-refundable deposit required by the 1% of April 2024
Balance of payment required 29 January 2025

Price includes:

* all breakfasts and a bagged
lunch daily

*all travel by coach bus

* accommodation as shown in the
tinerary

* opening reception and final
dinner

*services of historian/guides

Not Included:

* return airfare from Canada to
Amsterdam

* travel insurance

* train trip to Amsterdam on free
day

* Lunch & dinner on 11 May

* items of a personal nature such
as beverages

Note: limited single room
availability — “first come, first
served"

All terms and conditions
available at www.foftours.com

For more information contact Merit Travel
TZajkovski@MeritTravel.com or BTrudeauSt.Onge@MeritTravel.com, or

call 866-341-1777 | Trina #6214 or Brianne #6902




Commemoration Cyprus 2024

@

Commémoration Chypre 2024

Mission

..commémorer la contribution du Canada a la mission de 'ONU a Chypre
a l'occasion du 50e anniversaire de la gare de 1974.
...commemorate Canada’s contribution to the UN mission in Cyprus
on the 50" anniversary of the 1974 war.

WHAT - Cyprus 2024 Pilgrimage.

GOAL - to capture the history and stories from
those who served in Cyprus with emphasis on the
actions that took place during the 1974 war, A
FORGOTTEN WAR.

WHEN - November 2024.

WHO - All Cyprus and Canadian Airborne
Regiment Veterans and family members.

WHERE - Nicosia Cyprus, lodged at the Hilton
Hotel.

COST - Pay as you go trip with individual costs in
the $5000 to 6000 range. Costs covered will
include airfare, hotel with breakfast and expenses
such as transportation.

TRAVEL - Will be arranged by professional travel
agents, with pre and post tour travel options
available.

PROGRAM - Seven days: three days of battlefield
tours, three days of excursions, and one day of
Remembrance.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND UPDATES ARE
AVAILABLE BY JOINING THE CYPRUS 2024
FACEBOOK GROUP Cyprus2024 | Facebook

QUOI - Pelerinage a Chypre 2024.

OBIJECTIF - capturer I'histoire et les récits de ceux
qui ont servi a Chypre en mettant I'accent sur les
actions qui ont eu lieu la pendant la guerre de
1974, UNE GUERRE OUBLIEE.

QUAND - Novembre 2024.

QUI - Tous les vétérans de Chypre, du Régiment
aéroporté canadien et les membres de leurs
familles.

OU - Nicosie Chypre, logés a I'hotel Hilton.

COUT - Voyage a la carte avec des coits individuels
inclus, environ $5000 et 6000. Les colits
comprendront le billet d'avion, I'hotel avec petit-
déjeuner et les dépenses telles que le transport.

VOYAGE - Sera organisé par des agents de voyage
professionnels, avec options de voyage avant et
apres la réunion.

PROGRAMME - Sept jours: trois jours de visites du
champ de bataille, trois jours d'excursions et une
journée du Souvenir.

PLUS D’INFORMATIONS ET MISES A JOUR SONT
DISPONIBLES EN REJOIGNANT LE GROUPE
FACEBOOK CYPRUS 2024 Cyprus2024 | Facebook




