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Van Arty Association and RUSI Van Members News Feb 15, 2022 
 

Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings.  If you don’t get a future newsletter on 

time, check the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to see if 

the current edition is posted there.  If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at 

bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me know you didn’t get your copy. 
 

Newsletter online.  This newsletter and previous editions are available on the Vancouver Artillery 

Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI Vancouver website at:  

http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html.   Both groups are also on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association and 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver  
 

Upcoming events – Mark your calendars        (see Poster section at end for details) 
 

Army Gala.  The 2022 Gala has now been cancelled.  New Date:- May 6, 2023, at the  

Sheraton Wall Centre 

 

Feb 16 Wednesday ‘Zoom’ Lunch meeting 

  RUSI(NS) - Distinguished Speaker - RCAF Strategy: Air and Space in Formation 

Feb 23 Wednesday ‘Zoom’ Lunch meeting 
 

Note:  Still no word on when facilities at the Armoury will open to non-serving people but you 

can be sure that the military will be the last to remove COVID restrictions.  Keep watching this 

newsletter for more information.  Ed. 

 

RUSI(NS) - Distinguished Speaker 16 February 2022  
RCAF Strategy: Air and Space in Formation 
 

The Royal United Services Institute of Nova Scotia extends an invitation to members of your 

association to a presentation Wednesday, 16 February 2022, by Colonel Meaghan Setter, Royal 

Canadian Air Force.  The topic of her presentation is "RCAF Strategy: Air and Space in 

Formation."  Colonel Stetter's bio is attached.  Colonel Setter will provide an overview of the 

RCAF approach to its next strategy and how the strategy, organizational culture change, CAF 

reconstitution efforts and previous Operations EXPERIENCE and TALENT all fit together 

moving forward. 
  

The talk will start at 1 pm Halifax time, Wednesday, 16 February then be followed by Q&A and 

finish by 3 pm Halifax time. 
  

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/
http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver
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Registration is required.  There is no fee to attend this event.  To register, 

email RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com by close-of-business Sunday, 13 February.  As the subject 

line for your registration email, put: RUSI(NS) Distinguished Speaker 16 February 2022 

Registration.  In addition to your name, please provide your organization (association, company 

or unit).  Participation is limited and later registrants may have to be put on a waiting list.  If after 

registering your availability changes and you are no longer able to attend, please advise 

RUSI(NS) as soon as possible so your spot can be re-assigned.  The event will be done by 

Zoom.  Instructions will be emailed to registrants by end Monday, 14 February.  If you have not 

received them by end-of-day 14 February, please check your spam folder and, if necessary, email 

RUSI(NS). 
 

RUSI(NS) events may be canceled at short notice.  Email RUSI(NS) if there is a question about 

an event occurring. 

 

Russian Military’s ‘Special Tactical Exercise’ Propaganda Video  
Everything’s wrong with the exercise. 

Matt Sampson    Task & Purpose    Feb 9, 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

The eyes of the world are on 

Eastern Europe as Russia 

menaces the Ukrainian 

border, poised to escalate its 

ongoing 8-year invasion 

there amid speculation that 

NATO ally states may 

increase military support by 

sending actual troops into 

the country. Yet despite fears that the Russian military buildup on the Ukrainian border may spark 

the next big war, there are legions of naysayers who crow in breathless admiration of Russia’s 

military strength for one simple reason: Russia is allegedly going to run NATO’s shit because 

while the US military was busy making commercials featuring two gay moms, goofing off in 

the barracks making TikTok videos, or issuing maternity flight suits, Russians were supposedly 

doing manly shit like push-ups, backflipping and throwing sharpened entrenching tools, 

and legalizing domestic violence.  Where does all this misplaced adoration come from? After all, 

the Russians have no fifth-generation fighter jets to speak of, their main battle tanks are either 

piston-driven 1970s antiques, flimsy export T-90s, or the pipe dream that is the T-14 Armata, 

and their single aircraft carrier is a coal-burning bathtub that specializes in breaking down and 

bolting Su-33s into the ocean. Russian artillery is apparently world-class for range and destructive 

capabilities, and their infantry must be a badass band of carnivorous apex predators forged of 

pure Stalinium, right?  

mailto:RUSINovaScotia@gmail.com
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Apparently not. Early on Tuesday, the Russian Ministry of Defense posted a video, and 

an associated press release, to their official social media that featured a clip of alleged Russian 

“special forces” troops training in Georgia, apparently practicing Military Operations in Urban 

Terrain, known more commonly as “MOUT.”  The video drew first the attention, then the 

amusement, of US service members and veterans on the internet, me included, for obvious 

reasons. I’m no expert in MOUT, and I’ve never gone to a specialized school for it, but I know 

what the Marine Corps teaches every non-infantry Marine and was able to spot several issues 

with the tactics of the Russians in the video. When you couple that with the fact that nearly every 

other American service member past or present with internet access had something to say about 

it too, that means this must be some pretty terrible stuff. Here’s the bulk of what caught both my 

eye and those of fellow service members and veterans online:  

 

Moving slowly through a choke 

point! 

 

Trying to fit a number of people 

through a narrow hole is a great way 

to ensure that they come in one by 

one, only to get cut down, one by 

one. In fact, it’s American machine 

gun doctrine to place machine guns 

with a good line of sight on choke 

points like bridges, canyons, and 

city streets. In this clip, Russian troops are using a small gate in a flimsy fence, moving through 

slowly, and then proceeding to stand in the open while hip-firing their rifles. Even without taking 

into account the fact that a well-trained machine gun crew would immediately start sending 

rounds through the non-bulletproof corrugated metal the moment they realized there were troops 

on the other side, simply running through a gate without first checking to see if there are enemies 

prepared to ambush is something that doesn’t stand up to common sense scrutiny. 

 

 

Hip firing! 

 

Anyone who has any trigger time on 

a shoulder-fired weapon system has 

probably discovered that you should 

probably use the sights on the 

weapon to ensure your round goes on 

target. It’s in the name, “shoulder-

fired.” Somehow that wasn’t 

explained to the soldiers in the clip, 

because the majority of the troops in this video are firing, often while moving, as if they’re extras 

in the Arnold Schwarzenegger classic “Commando.” You can’t deliver effective fire when you 

can’t even aim your weapon. 
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Bunching up! 

 

“Five men is a juicy opportunity; one man 

is a waste of ammo!” said Sgt 1st Class 

Horvath in the 1998 World War II classic 

“Saving Private Ryan.” It doesn’t mean 

that your enemy won’t shoot at one 

soldier, but it does mean that when they 

do, they won’t wipe out an entire squad in 

a few short bursts and will likely prioritize 

larger groups as targets first. Bunching up 

in the open, freezing, and firing is a guaranteed way to ensure that your enemy focuses their 

attention, and their fire, on your position. 

 

Masking fires! 

 

“Masking fires” is when you run into the line of 

fire of the person who is covering your advance, 

giving them the choice of shooting you in your 

back or lifting their fire. It’s something that nearly 

every soldier and every Marine learns in their 

initial entry training. Beyond that, it’s common 

sense to not run out in front of a firing machine gun, but that seems to have escaped the Russian 

troops in the video. On two separate occasions, the folks in this video run in front of a firing PKM 

machine gun, which fires a powerful 7.62x54R cartridge capable of incredible damage to the 

human body, even through the gaps in the Russian body armor. Had they been firing live rounds 

rather than blanks; they would have smoked several of their teammates. 

 

Throwing a grenade 

 into an elevated opening! 

 

Don’t do this. This is just 

asking for a grenade to miss 

the opening, fall back onto 

your head, and kill or maim 

you. On top of that, throwing 

it and just standing out in the 

open staring at where you 

threw it is the equivalent of 

wearing a “shoot me” sign.  

Firing 1-2 round bursts out of 

a belt-fed machine gun!  All in all, the Russian tactics look so bad that I refuse to believe that this 

video is not some sort of bizarre, elaborate psyop trick to make NATO think they’re far worse 

than they are. I’ve seen privates in MCT maneuver more effectively than this, and the tactics in 
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this video make the infamous 10th Mountain CQB video from last year look like perfectly 

polished and rehearsed DEVGRU hype reels. So much for those push-ups. 

 

Two Countries Will Build Frigates Based on UK’s Type 26 Design 
Two nations have committed to building frigates based on the Type 26 design: Australia and 

Canada, according to Annabel Goldie, a Minister of State at the UK’s Ministry of Defence. 

Fatima Bahtić   Naval Today   December 28, 2021 
 

 

This is a Type 26 ship; the basic 

design of which Canada intends 

to use for its planned line of 

Canadian Surface Combatant 

ships. Australia was also 

considered building a bunch of 

Type 26s, until a recent 

assessment deemed them to be 

too slow and too likely to trap 

crew members below-decks in 

any kind of emergency. 
PHOTO BY BAE SYSTEMS /PST 
 

 

 

 

 

Annabel Goldie from the 

UK’s Ministry of Defence revealed the information in the form of a response to a written 

Parliamentary question asked by Alan West, a retired Royal Navy admiral. He asked how many 

frigates each country ordered and whether the expected level of acquisitions has led to a drop in 

the unit price.   Goldie noted that both nations will design and build their own variants of Type 

26 global combat ships. The frigates are planned to be built at the national shipyards in Adelaide 

and Halifax respectively. However, she did not want to comment on the price of the units “for 

reasons of commercial sensitivity”.  The retired admiral also asked whether this will affect the 

in-service dates of ships planned for the Royal Navy.  “There will be no impact on in-service 

dates for the Royal Navy Type 26 frigates,” Goldie pointed out. 

 

Three new classes of vessels are scheduled to enter the Royal Navy’s fleet in 2027 and 2028, 

including Type 26 frigates. Eight Type 26s are scheduled to replace Type 23 frigates, alongside 

a new class of general-purpose light frigates.  Type 26 frigates will measure 149.9 meters in 

length and have a displacement of 8,000 tonnes. The first steel on the navy’s next-generation 

frigate was cut in the summer of 2017.  According to the UK’s Ministry of Defence, the Type 26 

frigates will be armed with the future cruise/anti-ship weapon (FC/ASW), which will be designed 

and developed jointly by the UK and France. The weapons are expected to replace the existing 

Harpoon, SCALP and Storm Shadow missiles. 
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UK to Make £1bn Cuts Over Next Year to Plug Budget Black Hole 
The measures include reservists being suspended, changes to HMS Prince of Wales' training, and 

pausing civil servant recruitment.   Forces Network   9 December 2020  

 

 

The British military is to make 

£1 billion of cuts over the next 

year in response to a defence 

funding black hole.  The move 

is part of cost-cutting measures 

implemented by the Ministry 

of Defence (MOD) to make in-

year savings on a £13 

billion gap in funding, 

evidenced by a National Audit 

Office (NAO) report earlier in 

the year.  It comes less than a 

month after Boris Johnson set out a £16.5 billion increase to the MOD's budget over the next four 

years.  In February, the NAO said the MOD's equipment procurement and support budget is 

"large" but it "does not cover its forecast cost over 2019-2029".  The cuts include Royal Navy 

reservists being suspended, training days for British Army reserves being scaled back, and 

alternative training plans for Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carrier, HMS Prince of Wales.  Plans 

for Britain’s second aircraft carrier will also be part of the MOD’s attempt to save £1 billion.  HMS 

Prince of Wales will not go to the United States next year for essential training as part of the 

Westlant exercise in a bid to save a further £2 million.  Similar training is expected to take place 

in British waters instead. 

 
 

 

HMS Prince of Wales will not go 

to the US for Westlant next year,  

in a bid to save £2m 

 (Picture: Royal Navy). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is thought further measures will be taken by Christmas in order to meet the £1 billion mark.  

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace has signed off a directive that will see Royal Navy reservists 
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suspended for the first time, aiming to save £7.5 million.  The suspension is until April 2021.  Drill 

nights, training weekends and two-week training for the reservists will be "paused", but they will 

remain at "high readiness if needed".  A total of 450 naval reservists, including 150 currently 

mobilised and 300 on the full-time reserve service, are expected to continue as normal, however.  

Facing anger in the House of Commons over the decision and the failure to notify Parliament, UK 

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said service chiefs "make thousands of decisions" throughout the 

year, and that the move would not have been delivered in a "single statement" by "any 

government".  Admiral Lord West, former First Sea Lord, was concerned by the timing of the call, 

with reservists currently supporting border control in the Channel and available to protect 

fishing in the event of a no-deal Brexit.  He told Forces News: “I think it’s a slight insult, bearing 

in mind that many of these men and women will actually suffer financial penalty as a result of this 

cut, because they’ve got to do a certain number of days to get their annual bonus – they won’t be 

able to do that." 

 
  

 

E-7 Wedgetail aircraft are 

expected to replace the RAF's 

E-3D Sentry fleet in 2023 

(Picture: RAF). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of Army 

reserves training days will be scaled back from 38 to 32 and this is expected to save £11 million.  

The Royal Air Force will also be included in the planned MOD cuts.  The RAF’s Boeing E-3D 

Sentry fleet will be halved from six to three aircraft.  The plan is for the MOD to sell off three of 

the aircraft once they are decommissioned, amounting to a saving of £138 million.  In 2019, then-

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson signed a £1.5 billion deal to purchase five E-7 Wedgetail 

aircraft.  The fleet of E-7s is set to replace the E-3D Sentry aircraft as the UK's Airborne Early 

Warning and Control capability, with the first E-7 aircraft expected to join the RAF in 2023.  

Recruitment of civil servants will be paused until the spring, saving nearly £9m in total.  It is 

expected this move will save £8m for the Army and £750,000 for the Navy. 

 

Last month, the Prime Minister confirmed the £16.5 billion increase to the MOD's budget over the 

next four years, including specific details about his vision for the future Armed Forces.  The 

Government also said the extra spending could be as high as £24.1 billion over the four years when 

added to the Conservatives' manifesto commitment of the 0.5% uplift.  A defence source said: 

"The settlement received by defence was hugely welcome, but we know this does not solve all of 

our problems.  "We still have difficult and necessary decisions to make to address our financial 

position and will not shy away from the responsibility we have to the taxpayer." 
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Why Were WWII US Paratroopers’ Gloves Yellow? 
 

It’s a historic fact. The reason why gloves worn by WWII paratroopers and 

tankers were yellow was because there were thousands of crates of these 

gloves originally used by WWI horse cavalry left over in storage. Prior to 

WWII, the US Army discontinued using horses for the most part except in 

parades, military police, funerals, and other such uses. All the saddles, 

riding crops, swords, and gloves were put in storage and almost forgotten. 

There were two types of yellow gloves. “Gloves, Horsehide, Riding,” 

Unlined or lined, with or without wrist straps. The principal reason why the gloves were yellow 

was that hand signals was easier seen on horseback. Once WWII started, military units were 

scrounging for equipment, as the war production was in its infancy, and had not kept up with 

demand. Airborne, rappelling units, and armor units used these yellow gloves. 

 

In the tradition of the horse cavalry, armored cavalry, and air Cavalry units wore yellow scarfs. 

Most armor, cavalry, or air cavalry shoulder patches are yellow, has yellow in it, or a horse. The 

use of yellow gloves by cavalry units started with the civil war and was used by US Troops in the 

west. 

 

Cameron Cathcart Youth Poem of Remembrance Award 
Note new addresses for donations 
 

A bursary has been established in Cam's name to generate funds annually for the 

Student Remembrance Day Poem. This will provide a bursary of $250.00 to the winning poet 

each year.  We invite you to become a donor to the Cameron Cathcart Youth Poem of 

Remembrance Award.  Cam was a visionary and a true Canadian patriot. He was determined to 

tell the stories of this great nation in a creative and meaningful way.  Among his many projects, 

Cam wanted to make sure that programs were established, aimed at our youth, to make them 

aware of the legacy our veterans have provided to Canadians because of their service.  

  

In 2006 Cam decided a competition should take place annually in which young writers could 

submit poems with a Remembrance Day theme. A winner would be chosen, and the poem would 

be read at the November 11 Service.  In recognition of the importance of this project, the Cameron 

Cathcart Youth Poem of Remembrance Award was established in 2021 through the generosity of 

a grant provided by Great Lakes Productions.  The intention of the Bursary program is to raise 

$20,000.00 to ensure this initiative continues in perpetuity.  
  

Donations can be made to: 
 

Crowd-sourcing donations can be made electronically to:  https://fundrazr.com/31wFD1... 

Or by mail to: 

BC Regiment (DCO) Association Charitable Trust 

620 Beatty St 

Vancouver, BC 

V6B 2L9 

https://fundrazr.com/31wFD1?ref=em_52bOd_ab_2Ijyw1Lcknd2Ijyw1Lcknd&fbclid=IwAR2c2PIa3uEGgNoZrDI4XM7xptAqGLB-RzFe6INt-F07qzqDGF35SChvFBw
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All donations are eligible for federal tax receipts.  Please join us in supporting this endeavor in 

the memory of Cam and to keep youth involvement a vital part of the Ceremony. 

 

Vancouver Artillery Association Yearbook Updates 
 
 

No website updates last week as your writer was involved in updating The Royal Canadian 

Artillery Association constitution and looking into a new Battlefield Tour plan. 

 

Battlefield Tour 

Will COVID restrictions allow us to conduct our battlefield tour? Here’s the new plan! Catherine 

and I are planning to be in Normandy from 1 to 15 September 2022.  Landing in Charles de Gaulle 

airport, we’ll rent a car and drive to accommodation that we’ve booked through Vrbo (Check out 

Le Domaine de la Corniche at $34-$61 a night). We’ll have an itinerary of the places we will be 

visiting each day and encourage others to join us. All you need to do is book your own flight, car 

and accommodation.  The VAA will maintain a roster of who’s coming and who’s looking for a 

travel partner. https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/battlefield-tour-2022.html  

Interested? Got some suggestions? Send me an email president.vcrgunners@gmail.com  

 

VAA Virtual Lunch every Wednesday at Noon PDT - https://zoom.us/j/710845848 - Drop 

in for 10 minutes or stay for an hour. Remember – Stay healthy and stay safe!  

 

The Museum is adding an Afghanistan display and have a mannequin dressed in CADPat.  They 

are looking for a set of the type of webbing used in that theatre.  Anybody have a set they would 

like to donate? 

 

Who (or What) Is It?                  
 

 

Last Week:  Wow, this one stumped everyone.  I didn’t even get a wild guess from anyone.  This 

DIY AFV, built around a bobcat or small front end digger 

chassis, is a crude affair. It is equipped with a machine gun in 

the hull with a battering ram nose which has been reinforced 

with heavy steel plates, probably cut from the remnants of a tank 

or an APC.  It was used by YPG fighters in early to mid 2015 

against ISIS. The YPG (People's Defense Units also 

called People's Protection Units) is a mainly Kurdish, but also 

includes Arabs and foreign volunteers, militia in Syria and the 

primary component of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).  It 

is closely allied to the Syriac Military Council, 

an Assyrian militia.  This is something John found in a recent Osprey monograph, "Kurdish 

Armour Against Isis", by Ed Nash and Alaric Searle, New Vanguard Series No 299.   
 

 

http://www.vrbo.com/
https://www.vrbo.com/en-ca/cottage-rental/p2223787?adultsCount=2&arrival=2022-09-01&departure=2022-09-15&uni_id=2351983
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/battlefield-tour-2022.html
mailto:president.vcrgunners@gmail.com
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This Week:  Our land-based journey continues this week with something that appeals to many of 

our ball-cap wearing, hunting and shooting fans, aka Albertans.  It should also appeal to serious 

collectors of firearms, and aficionados of historic artefacts that are capable of making a lot of 

noise.  A few of our readers might have trained on an early generation of automatic and semi-

automatic military firearms. In fact, one or two of our followers started their service with the 

iconic Lee-Enfield, and many of you own one of those indestructible weapons. However, it has 

to be admitted that by the time of the Korean War, ten rounds rapid fire with a bolt action rifle 

was a bit of a challenge when faced with a horde (that’s what they were always called in the press 

of the day) of machine-gun armed Commies, intent upon collectivizing your pet dog. 

 

All of that led to Canada adopting the FN CIA1 (minus the automatic bit which others seem to 

have had) and the Sterling SMG, aka the C1.  The former is still to be seen in the hands of some 

nations, and packs quite a wallop with its 7.62mm round back in favour, thanks to advances in 

personal armour.  The SMG was very handy, and provided the opposition wasn’t more than ten 

feet away, or hiding behind a cardboard box, was quite effective for its time. 

 

 
 

However, all that firepower is thanks to this little weapon featured in our photo of the week.  What 

was it, and who made it?  That’s your challenge this time.  Send your ideas to Bob Mugford, 

editor-in-chief (bob.mugford@gmail.com), or the author, John Redmond 

(johnd._redmond@telus.net). 

 

From the ‘Punitentary’    
 

 

When does a sandwich have a sarcastic sense of humour?    When it’s made of wry bread. 
 

Murphy’s Other Laws       
 

 

Never jump into a foxhole with anyone crazier than yourself.  Never share a foxhole with 

anyone braver than you are. 
 

Quotable Quotes 
 
 

The responsibility of the great states is to serve and not to dominate the world. –  

Harry S Truman 

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
mailto:johnd._redmond@telus.net
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RUSI(NS) - Distinguished Speaker 16 February 2022  

 



 
 

12 
 

 



 
 

13 
 

Wednesday Digital Video Lunch 
 

No need to worry about COVID-19 when you go digital. Pop into our video lunch at 

noon on Wednesdays and say hi.   All you need is a laptop, tablet or smartphone.   

These sessions are being hosted by the Vancouver Artillery Association and are open 

to all – especially those who attended our Wednesday lunches.    Join us to check 

up on your old lunch buddies.   

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/710845848         Password:-  Ubique 
 

 

Zoom is the leader in modern enterprise 

video communications, with an easy, 

reliable cloud platform for video and 

audio conferencing, chat, and webinars 

across mobile, desktop, and room 

systems. Zoom Rooms is the original 

software-based conference room 

solution used around the world in board, 

conference, huddle, and training rooms, 

as well as executive offices and 

classrooms. Founded in 2011, Zoom 

helps businesses and organizations 

bring their teams together in a 

frictionless environment to get more 

done. Zoom is a publicly traded 

company headquartered in San Jose, CA.    

 

Join our Cloud HD Video Meeting now 

 

Use the link above on your computer Zoom program or dial in on your phone:  

(778) 907 2071      Meeting ID: 710 845 848 

 

Invite 2 friends! We have room for 100! See you on Wednesdays at noon.  Bring your 

own lunch and beverage of choice. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/710845848
https://zoom.us/j/710845848
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Bank of Montreal 
The official bank of the Defence Community 
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