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Van Arty Association and RUSI Van Members News June 21, 2022 
 

 

Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings.  If you don’t get a future newsletter on 

time, check the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to see if 

the current edition is posted there.  If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at 

bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me know you didn’t get your copy. 
 

 

Newsletter online.  This newsletter and previous editions are available on the Vancouver Artillery 

Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI Vancouver website at:  

http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html.   Both groups are also on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association and 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver  
 

Upcoming events – Mark your calendars        (see Poster section at end for details) 
 

The 2022 Army Gala. CANCELLED.  New Date:- May 6, 2023, at the Sheraton Wall Centre 
 

Commemoration Cyprus 2024 – see posters 

 

June 21 RUSI Vancouver AGM – 1300hrs* 

June 22 Wednesday ‘Zoom’ Lunch meeting- Mess will be open, bring your own lunch 

June 23 RCAA Web Event – Experiences of a Bty Comd in Combat Afghanistan 2006 
 

*NOTE – If you are a member of this Society, make sure you have paid your dues.  You 

will not be eligible to vote at the AGM if you have not paid dues for 2022. 
 

New “Cutting Edge” Sniper Rifles on the Way 
Mishall Rehman          Military Families Magazine    17 June 2022 

 

New “cutting edge, multi-calibre, 

bolt-action” sniper rifles are on 

their way to the Canadian Army, 

according to an announcement 

made by Anita Anand, Minister 

of National Defence, on June 10, 

2022.  According to the 

announcement, the Army will 

receive 229 new sniper rifles.  

“Making sure that the Canadian 

Armed Forces are properly equipped is always a top priority. Through the Sniper System project, 

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/
http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver
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we are procuring cutting edge gear for the Canadian Army and ensuring that their members are 

well resourced. The delivery of the new C21 sniper rifles is the last major piece of this project 

aimed at modernizing our sniper teams and adding to the effectiveness and readiness of the 

Canadian Armed Forces,” said Anand.   The contract to procure the rifles was awarded to Stoeger 

Canada and will include associated accessories such as suppressors and cleaning/maintenance 

kits. The contract is worth $2.6 million and is part of a larger contract to deliver new weapon 

systems.   

 

The new sniper has several improved features, including: 

• New sniper magazine will hold between 8 and 10 rounds depending on calibre and include 

both regular and armor-piercing rounds. 

• Has a proven effective range of 1200 metres and is very capable beyond that distance. 

• Multi-calibre (7.62x51mm and .338 Lapua Magnum), 

• Lighter, with a 60 per cent longer barrel life, 

• Adjustable, with a folding stock to make it easier to transport and to accommodate various 

user types, 

• Adaptable for in-line night vision devices to increase operational effectiveness, 

• Fully interchangeable with a design that allows whole fleet management and faster/easier 

repairs with simple part replacement. 

 

According to a Department of National Defence (DND) press release, sniper rifles “provide 

accurate direct fire on targets beyond the capacities of most small arms such as the C7 rifle.”  The 

rifle will replace the current C14 and C3A1 sniper rifles and provide Canadian Army snipers with 

a next-generation weapon with a proven effective range of 1200 metres.  DND claims the new 

rifles should be delivered by the end of this year.  “These new weapons are part of a wider project 

to equip sniper teams with new clothing, equipment, and weapons to improve our soldiers’ ability 

to operate effectively in various environments and under a range of conditions,” reads the press 

release.  “The Government of Canada is committed to modernizing the Canadian Armed Forces 

so that our members have the tools they need to serve our country. This sniper rifle procurement 

is an example of how we are meeting the needs of the Canadian Armed Forces while ensuring the 

best value for Canadians,” said Filomena Tassi, minister of public services and procurement. 

 

‘Obsolete’ NATO Force Presence in Baltics Needs Upgrade 
Estonian Defense Leader says.   “It’s a joke” that Russia would be deterred by a battalion.   

Jacqueline Feldscher     Defense One      June 15, 2022  

 

NATO must station more forces in the Baltic nations to provide a more credible deterrent after 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Estonian defense secretary said Wednesday.  Kusti Salm, the 

permanent secretary of the Estonian Ministry of Defense, said the number of NATO troops in 

Estonia, Lithuania, Latvia today, which is intended to act as a “tripwire” for Russian aggression, 

is too small to deter Russian aggression or quickly push back troops from Moscow. In the time it 

would take for a large enough NATO force to respond, Russia would have already destroyed 

cities and killed civilians, leaving the alliance with the tougher task of liberating land rather than 

defending it in the first place, Salm said.   “The current NATO strategy of tripwire defense or 
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deterrence by punishment…is clearly politically obsolete,” he said at a Center for Strategic and 

Budgetary Assessments event to roll out a report on Baltic security. “We need to shift from 

tripwire…to deterrence by denial.” 

 

 
Soldiers from Royal Welsh 

Battlegroup take part in 

maneuvers during NATO 

exercise Hedgehog on the 

Estonian Latvian border  

on May 26, 2022 in Voru, 

Estonia.  

Getty Images / Jeff J Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

In 2016, after Russia annexed Crimea, NATO agreed to send rotational battlegroups to Estonia, 

Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland. When Moscow further invaded Ukraine in February, the 

alliance established four new battlegroups in Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, and Slovakia. More 

than 40,000 NATO troops are on the eastern front of the alliance to deter encroachment from 

Russia.   In a June 2 report, CSBA analysts argue that NATO should double the troop presence 

in the Baltics and ensure at least one tank battalion is in each Baltic nation.   But Salm said that’s 

still not enough.  “It would be ridiculous to claim that the second largest nuclear nation in the 

world would somehow be deterred by a battalion. It’s a joke,” he said.  Eastern Europeans have 

long called for a larger troop presence to fend off growing threats from Russia. In 2018, 

Poland offered to name one of its military bases after President Donald Trump to get thousands 

more American troops permanently stationed in the country. In August, Lithuania unveiled a 

brand-new 7-million-euro base just 10 miles from the Belarussian border to try to get Washington 

to make its rotational deployment permanent.  

 

The Pentagon released its force posture review in November, which made modest changes in 

Europe, but prioritized troop presence in the Indo-Pacific.  Leaders from NATO members will 

meet in Madrid in two weeks to set the alliance’s priorities for the next decade, and what the force 

posture in Eastern Europe should be is expected to be an important topic of discussion.  The 

CSBA report also made several other recommendations for NATO, as well as specific suggestions 

for Estonia and the other Baltic countries. NATO should “clarify and strengthen” the command 

structure in the Baltics, including establishing an operational headquarters in the region. The 

alliance should also preposition stocks of munitions like Javelins and Stingers in the region, 

increase NATO air and missile defense capabilities in the Baltics, and share more intelligence 

with allies like Lithuania, Estonia, and Latvia.   The report recommended that Estonia build and 

expand training facilities to offer unique opportunities to encourage more NATO troops to rotate 

through the country. It also recommended that all Baltic nations increase defense spending to at 

least 3 percent of GDP, up from a target of 2.5 percent set by the countries, and to work with each 

other on an integrated regional defense plan. 
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Largest Army-Led Exercise Conducted 
The largest army-led joint force-on-force exercise of the year was held to test the skills of 

members of the Canadian Army and their ability to integrate joint capabilities with 

multinational forces. 

 
Members of the Canadian Army pass an Eagle 

feather during a sharing circle with American and 

Canadian military to mark the beginning of Exercise 

MAPLE RESOLVE at CFB Wainwright on May 9, 

2022.  

Photo by: Master Sailor Dan Bard, Canadian Forces 

Combat Camera. Image courtesy of CAF photo. 

 

Exercise MAPLE RESOLVE 22, took place 

from May 10 – May 22, saw approximately 

1,800 members of 2 Canadian Mechanized 

Brigade Group (2 CMBG), 680 US Army, US 

Army Reserve, and National Guard soldiers, 

and 20 US Marines come together for this multinational exercise. Other participants also include 

150 members from the British Army and other enablers from the Canadian Army and Royal 

Canadian Air Force, for a total force of more than 3,200 personnel.  “We live in an increasingly 

dangerous and unpredictable world. As events in Ukraine have shown us, the ability to integrate 

combined arms remains fundamental to success in battle. Collective training events such as 

Exercise MAPLE RESOLVE 22 provide the foundational skills necessary to address current and 

emerging security challenges, and are thus vital to our readiness,” said Gen Wayne Eyre, Chief 

of the Defence Staff. 

  
Members of the Canadian Armed Forces take a moment 

to regroup after securing a building during a simulated 

attack in the Rocky Ford Urban Training Area  

during Exercise MAPLE RESOLVE in  

CFB Wainwright, Alberta, on May 15, 2022.  

Photo by: S1 Zach Barr. Image  

courtesy of Canadian Armed Forces photo. 

 

 

 
Minister of National Defence, Anita Anand, and Chief of the 

Defence Staff, General Wayne Eyre, meet with 1st Battalion, 

The Royal Canadian Regiment personnel at Canadian 

Forces Base Wainwright Training Area during Exercise 

MAPLE RESOLVE 22 on 12 May 2022.  

Photo by: Corporal Jonathan King, Canadian Forces 

Support Group (Ottawa/Gatineau) Imaging Services. 
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Exercise Maple Resolve “provides a unique opportunity to validate combat readiness and to 

support the Canadian Army’s operational commitments,” according to the Department of 

National Defence.  This exercise is seen as especially significant in light of current world events.  

“In a world that has grown darker, our military must be prepared to respond to any threat. 

Exercises like MAPLE RESOLVE ensure that our military is able to fight and win while 

protecting the security of Canadians and our allies. I sincerely thank all personnel involved for 

their hard work to prepare for and participate in this exercise, which I was honoured to attend 

today,” said Anita Anand, Minister of National Defence, who visited soldiers deployed on 

Exercise Maple Resolve alongside Gen Eyre.  The exercise took place at the Canadian Manoeuvre 

Training Centre at the 3rd Canadian Division Support Base Detachment Wainwright 

 

Airline Baggage Allowances for Military Personnel and Veterans 
Mishall Rehman     Military Families Magazine     May 3, 2019 

 

If you’re planning your first 

getaway after the COVID-

19 pandemic this summer, 

you may be wondering what 

your fare will look like with 

prices on everyday items 

climbing all around us.  The 

good news is that Canada’s 

major airlines are still 

waiving baggage fees for 

active and retired military 

personnel.  Airlines including Air Canada, WestJet, and even Porter are all offering discounts for 

military baggage. Here’s what you can expect when flying on your summer getaway. 

 

Air Canada - According to AirCanada.com, Canadian and US military members benefit from 

enhanced baggage allowance when they are travelling on any flight operated by Air Canada, Air 

Canada Rouge, or Air Canada Express.  According to the website, “Eligible active and retired 

members of the Canadian and US military are entitled to up to three pieces of checked baggage, 

each weighing up to 32 kg (70 lb) each.”  When checking in, military members are asked to 

indicate they are travelling without baggage and then have their fees waived at the airport with 

the help of an agent.  Military members have to present their military identification for the 

allowance. The allowance does not apply to military members who are travelling on connecting 

flights with other airlines.  See website for details. 

 

WestJet - WestJet also offers military baggage allowance for active and veteran Canadian 

military personnel for personal or business reasons. Canadian Armed Forces (CAF) members are 

allowed to travel with up to four bags, only three on WestJet Encore flights.  They also do not 

charge overweight/and or oversized bag fees. However, “baggage exceeding our maximum 

permitted size or weight will not be accepted as guest baggage and must be shipped via cargo (all 

applicable fees apply).”   Military identification has to be presented to be eligible for the 



 
 

6 
 

allowance. Fees are only waived for flights where WestJet is the operator for the entire journey.  

See website for details. 

 

Porter - Like other major Canadian airlines, Porter also offers baggage allowance. Canadian and 

US military personnel are eligible for an enhanced baggage allowance. Baggage fees will be 

waived for up to three pieces of checked baggage per person, as long as the following conditions 

are met: 

o No single piece can exceed 203 cm (80 in) in total dimensions or weigh more than 32 

kg (70 lb). 

o Military identification must be shown at the airport check-in. 

o Military personnel may be active or retired. 

o Military personnel may be travelling for business or personal reasons. 

Similar to Air Canada, military personnel can have the fee waived once at the airport through the 

help of a Porter agent. However, Porter specifically notes that the waived fees are not applicable 

to family or friends traveling on the same reservation.  See website for details. 

Flair Airlines - Canada’s newest discount airline does not have any specific baggage allowance 

for military members. However, it does offer overall fare discounts. Military members can apply 

for 25 per cent off base fares through the CF appreciation website.  See website for details. 

 

Swoop Airlines - Another Canadian “ultra-low” cost airline, Swoop, also offers exemptions for 

military baggage.  According to Swoop’s website, any active or veteran Canadian military 

personnel are entitled to two checked bags free and one carry-on bag free. Military members or 

veterans can claim their free bags by getting assistance at the airport and using their military ID.  

Overweight and oversize fees still apply. Exemptions may be made for those being deployed. The 

offer does not extend to family members or others traveling on the same itinerary. A complete 

list of accepted IDs is on the Swoop website. 

 

Vancouver Artillery Association Yearbook Updates 
 

Wednesday Lunches  The weekly Vancouver Artillery Association lunch in the Officers' Mess 

at Bessborough Armoury continues.  Have you sent in your survey? Drop in for a casual lunch 

experience. All ranks welcome. (We’ll still set up our Zoom connection for those that can’t make 

it https://zoom.us/j/6802412956  and the secret passcode is pFPey6) 

 

Point Grey Fort   Thank you to the adventurous half dozen and the support of the Museum of 

Anthropology. The #1 emplacement was swept, the doors to the Gun Stores and Shelter were 

opened. The bonus for the day was the tour through the tunnels to each of the ammunition storage 

rooms, including #2 under the museum. Unfortunately, our video attempt appears to have run into 

technical difficulties.  https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/point-grey-battery  

 

Geoffrey Frank Mott Letter Collection.    The Museum has received an excellent collection of 

letters written by Geoffrey Frank Mott as he served with the Canadian Field Artillery during the 

First World War.  Geoff also included some photographs and postcards from his time overseas.   

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/mott-letters.html 

https://zoom.us/j/6802412956
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/point-grey-battery
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/mott-letters.html
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Display Cabinet  The Museum has recently acquired a display cabinet and is trialling a location 

in the upper classrooms. Currently working on showcasing some artefacts relevant to our coastal 

artillery history. It needs a fresh coat of paint. Any suggestions? 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/yearbook-update-20222418023  

 

The Regimental Museum is now open from 10:00 until 12:00 every Wednesday. Masks are 

required as is proof of vaccination. Please help keep our soldiers safe and do not attend if 

you feel the slightest symptom of illness. Our zoom channel will also be open from noon at 

https://zoom.us/j/6802412956 and the secret passcode is pFPey6. Remember – Stay healthy 

and stay safe!  

 

Who (or What) Is It?                  
 

Last Week:  The Vickers Type 161 was an unusual 1930s pusher biplane interceptor, designed 

to attack aircraft from below with a single upward-angle large calibre 

gun. The aircraft flew well but the concept was abandoned and only 

one was built.  The it was designed in response to Air Ministry 

specification F.29/27. This called for an interceptor fighter operating 

as a stable gun platform for the COW 37mm gun produced by 

the Coventry Ordnance Works (COW) that fired 23oz (0.65 kg) 

shells. The pilot and gun were housed in a metal monocoque nacelle 

mounted to the underside of the upper wing, leaving a gap below. The pilot's cockpit was offset 

to port with the gun to his right, its breech accessible.  The gun was to be mounted at 45 degrees 

or more above the horizontal, so that the aircraft could fly below the target bomber or airship, and 

fire upwards into it. During World War II the Luftwaffe used a rather similar approach, 

named Schräge Musik. The specification also called for a top speed well in excess of a typical 

bomber's cruising speed and a good rate of climb.   

This Week:  We have sometimes been accused of ignoring the nautical side of history and have 

asked the prime minister to issue an apology on our behalf regarding this historical injustice.  In 

an attempt to reconcile with our maritime comrades, we have reached into the depths of the World 

Wide Web to come up with something that will satisfy those needing satisfaction.  If you ain’t 

got no satisfaction, well, stay tuned. 

We all love pirates, as long as they aren’t real and doing things decent chaps shouldn’t.  

Historically, the romantic age of pirates so beloved of cinema and novels lasted quite a short time, 

from the late 17th to the early 18th century.  That was mainly in the Caribbean but was not really 

an aberration.  Pirates have always existed, sometimes reaching such heights of power that they 

ended up occupying large territories, as happened to Taiwan before it became part of China (or 

is it?).  Indeed, there are probably more pirates at work now than there have been for centuries, 

and we aren’t just speaking of the Horn of Africa, which is fairly pirate-free these days.  No 

current pirates seem to have the support of any legitimate government, and the argument can be 

made that a privateer is nothing like a pirate.  However, legitimate combatants have often 

emulated piratical symbols, if not their actions, and our photo shows such a case.   

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/yearbook-update-20222418023
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No, this is not the Jolly Roger of a child-friendly event-based firm operating on Vancouver’s 

False Creek (summers only).  It is a flag flown by fellows engaged in legally-sanctioned warfare.  

But, were they good guys, or bad guys?  That’s where your expertise comes in play.  Let us know 

who flew this, and when.  Send your educated musings to the editor, Bob “Arrr” Mugford 

(bob.mugford@gmail.com), or the author, John “Errr” Redmond (johnd._redmond@telus.net). 

Ye swabs! 

From the ‘Punitentary’    
 

What did the Doctor say when his nurse told him there was an invisible man in the waiting 

room?    ‘Tell him I can’t see him.’ 
 

Murphy’s Other Laws       
 

Anything can be made to work if you fiddle with it long enough. 
 

Quotable Quotes 
 

Life is short, break the rules. Forgive quickly, kiss slowly. Love truly. Laugh uncontrollably 

and never regret anything that makes you smile.  Mark Twain 

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
mailto:johnd._redmond@telus.net
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Wednesday Digital Video Lunch 
 

No need to worry about COVID-19 when you go digital. Pop into our video lunch at 

noon on Wednesdays and say hi.   All you need is a laptop, tablet or smartphone.   
These sessions are being hosted by the Vancouver Artillery Association and are open 

to all – especially those who attended our Wednesday lunches.     

 

Join us to check up on your old lunch buddies.  Zoom lunch meetings will continue 

for those unable to attend the Mess for lunch. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/6802412956   and the secret passcode is pFPey6 

 

 

 

Zoom is the leader in modern 

enterprise video 
communications, with an 

easy, reliable cloud platform 
for video and audio 

conferencing, chat, and 

webinars across mobile, 
desktop, and room systems. 

Zoom Rooms is the original 

software-based conference 
room solution used around 

the world in board, 

conference, huddle, and 
training rooms, as well as 

executive offices and 

classrooms. Founded in 2011, 
Zoom helps businesses and 

organizations bring their 

teams together in a frictionless environment to get more done. Zoom is a publicly 
traded company headquartered in San Jose, CA.    

 
 

 
Invite 2 friends! We have room for 100! See you on Wednesdays at noon.  Bring your 

own lunch and beverage of choice. 

https://zoom.us/j/6802412956
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RCAA Web Event – 23 June 2022 
Experiences of Battery Command in Combat Afghanistan 2006 
 

 

 

The RCA Association is pleased to invite you to register for our  

next Web event to be held on 

23 June 2022 at 7pm ET. 

 Experiences of Battery Command in Combat 

Afghanistan 2006 

  

Our guest, Lieutenant-Colonel (Ret’d) Stephen Gallagher, MMM 

CD will focus on his experiences as a Battery Commander in Afghanistan 

covering the challenges and successes of Artillery in combat for the first 

time since Korea.  

 

Register Now at:- 
https://rcaa.member365.com/public/login/event/5394ce7d3d19f5f89f77af622739d338bc8b1009?do=signup  

 

 

https://rcaa.member365.com/public/login/event/5394ce7d3d19f5f89f77af622739d338bc8b1009?do=signup
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With a Few Guns 
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Commemoration Cyprus 2024 
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Bank of Montreal 
The official bank of the Defence Community 
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