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Van Arty Association and RUSI Van Members News 27 June 2023 
 

 

Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings.  If you don’t get a future newsletter on 

time, check the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to see if 

the current edition is posted there.  If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at 

bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me know you didn’t get your copy. 
 

 

Newsletter online.  This newsletter and previous editions are available on the Vancouver Artillery 

Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI Vancouver website at:  

http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html.   Both groups are also on Facebook at: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association and 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver  
 

 

Upcoming events – Mark your calendars            
 
 

Commemoration Cyprus 2024 – see poster section 
 

June 28 Wed ‘Zoom’ lunch meeting. 

July 20 Support our troops Scholarship program deadline. 

July 29/30 Okanagan Military Tattoo 
 

 

2023 Support Our Troops Scholarship Program 
Ends July 20, 2023 - See Poster section for details. 
 

 

RCAF Trials Forward Air Medevac In a CH-146 Griffon 
for Ex Maple Resolve.   Chris Thatcher    

Vertical Magazine   June 21, 2023 

 
 

 

Casualty evacuation is a regular feature of Ex Maple 

Resolve, the Canadian Army’s largest annual 

confirmation training event. Chris Thatcher Photo 

 

 

 

Even in exercises with simulated entities and 

weapons effects systems, the real world often 

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/
http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%20association
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver
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intrudes. Tragically, on the morning of May 21, 2014, the commanding officer of the 

2nd Regiment, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery (RCHA) was killed and four members of 2 RCHA 

were injured when their light armored vehicle rolled during a training scenario on Exercise Maple 

Resolve in Wainwright, Alberta. Two of the injured soldiers were airlifted by military helicopter 

to civilian medical facilities in Edmonton, while two others were treated by Canadian Armed 

Forces (CAF) medical personnel at the garrison.  More recently, in 2021, a soldier was medically 

evacuated from the Wainwright training area to an Edmonton hospital after a CH-147F Chinook 

experienced a hard landing during the same annual exercise. The airlift was conducted in a UH-

60 Black Hawk helicopter by air medevac personnel from the Wisconsin Army National Guard 

who were participating in the exercise.  Casualty evacuation is a regular feature of Ex Maple 

Resolve, the Canadian Army’s largest annual confirmation training event. Scripted scenarios will 

feature individual injuries and even mass casualties to which army medical technicians and 

Canadian Forces Health Services (CFHS) personnel will respond, transporting the wounded by 

ground or, with the support of Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) tactical aviation, by air to actual 

and simulated field hospitals for treatment. 

 

Sometimes, however, reality interrupts the virtual. A “no duff” incident will pause the exercise 

and require the immediate extraction of an injured participant to a local hospital.  In past iterations 

of Maple Resolve, those US National Guard Black Hawks or a contracted civilian air ambulance 

service, such as Calgary-based STARS, might have provided the evacuation. For Maple Resolve 

2023 and a lead-up live fire exercise called Reflexe Rapide, the RCAF and the CFHS opted to 

develop an internally delivered forward air medical evacuation capability.  “1 Canadian Air 

Division wanted a solution that is similar to civilian air ambulance, that would have the medical 

vetting piece at activation and at the point of injury,” explained Major Andrew McLaren, a 

Reservist with 1 Canadian Field Hospital’s Ottawa Detachment. “So, treating and moving a 

patient with critical injuries to a civilian centre and being able to land on a roof top, right away, 

that is not a [CH-147F] Chinook.”  To support the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Mali, 

the CAF built and validated a forward medical evacuation capability known as the Canadian 

Medical Emergency Response Team (CMERT) and deployed it for 13 months in August 2018. 

 
 

 

To ensure best access to patients, the CH-

146 cabin is configured to cross-load 

stretchers.  

Chris Thatcher Photo 

 

 

 

Though designed as a scalable 

response for medevac in conflict 

zones, its primary configuration 

consists of 13 personnel, including 

a medical component of a flight 

surgeon or trauma doctor, critical 
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care nursing officer, and two aeromedical technicians. The team also includes a force protection 

detail of four infantry soldiers able to provide medical assistance on the ground and in the aircraft, 

as well as a Chinook air crew of a pilot, co-pilot, two door gunners, and a loadmaster. Often, the 

medical ship is escorted by one or more CH-146 Griffon helicopters.  The requirement for Maple 

Resolve was a nimbler and less personnel-intensive footprint.  McLaren, an intensive care unit 

trauma doctor and part-time paramedic in Nanaimo, British Columbia, who also works with 

Blackcomb Helicopters’ medevac services as a mountain doctor at Blackcomb-Whistler, was 

tasked to advise and help stand up the medical component of a patient evacuation capability in 

the considerably smaller cabin of a Griffon. Were there effective cabin configurations to access 

both patients and medical equipment, with a medical team of just a doctor and medic, while 

incorporating a novel blood supply chain?  

 

Though the initial goal was a capability for a permissive environment, such as the Wainwright 

training area, it was also understood he would be demonstrating a capability that could be 

“amplified and propagated into a non-permissive environment” such as Latvia, where the CAF is 

in the process of scaling a Canadian-led multinational battle group to a full-strength brigade and 

considering the deployment of tactical aviation.  “There is a lot of interest in this,” McLaren 

noted.  Whatever the strategic decisions about possible future deployments, Ex Maple Resolve 

“showed what is possible” with an advanced medical package in a small footprint that can be 

“integrated with a local health care system” or military care such as a Role 2 field hospital, he 

said. 

 

 
Scripted scenarios of Ex Maple Resolve include 

individual injuries and even mass casualties to 

which army medical technicians and Canadian 

Forces Health Services (CFHS)  

personnel will respond.  

Chris Thatcher Photo 

 

 

 

“We can move a ventilated patient, a 

patient that is fully anesthetized, or have 

ongoing damage control resuscitation 

[DCR] that includes blood product,” McLaren said. “That is a unique part about this, and people 

are thinking about how we could apply it in a different, non-permissive environment. There are a 

lot of eyes-on as to what can we take from this to create a true capability.”   McLaren was a part 

of the initial CMERT rotation deployed to Mali in 2018 as a medical specialist and drew heavily 

on how that capability was developed.  “We have pulled what we needed from CMERT, including 

a lot of the equipment,” he said.  Like CMERT, the Griffon-based enhanced forward air medical 

evacuation falls in the dynamic middle on the spectrum of pre-hospital care — shifting when 

needed between a system where rotors stay hot as patients are loaded and only minimal care is 

provided at the point of injury and in flight, to a stay-and-play scenario. This is similar to when a 

civilian air ambulance might land on a highway, shut down the rotors, and provide advanced level 
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care before loading and transporting a patient to the “right hospital, not necessarily the closest 

hospital,” he explained.  

 

Forward air medevac requires judgement and high stakes medical decision-making at an 

advanced level, in a mobile setting that directly connects a trauma doctor and a medic pushed far-

forward to the point of injury. “That is rare in the military and Canadian civilian prehospital care 

system, generally,” he observed.  To ensure best access to patients, McLaren configured the CH-

146 cabin to cross-load stretchers, rather than laying them nose to tail as might have previously 

been standard practice in a similar sized helicopter. That allows the medical team — the doctor 

on the left and medic in the middle or right — to sit on forward facing seats, with the patient at 

their feet.  “Cross-loading and putting the patient in front of the attendant allows us 360-degree 

‘walk around’ — you can reach all sides of the patient and get to all injuries,” he said. “If trouble 

is in the left chest, I can still squeeze in there and deal with that.” 

 

 
 

Most of the medical equipment, including 

ultrasound, suction, a blood warmer, an oxygen 

tank, and two monitors, are in easy-access Velcro 

pouches attached to netting hanging directly 

behind the cockpit and in front of the stretcher.  

Chris Thatcher Photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of the medical equipment, including ultrasound, suction, a blood warmer, an oxygen tank, 

two monitors, as well as airway and chest decompression tools and other supplies, are in easy-

access Velcro pouches attached to netting hanging directly behind the cockpit and in front of the 

stretcher. Behind and to the left of the doctor are a ventilator, extra stretcher and an extra oxygen 

tank.  The configuration, which required extensive certification to ensure air worthiness, allows 

“me to deal with the whole patient and have all of the equipment visible and grabbable, so I’m 

not reaching around in bags,” said McLaren, who worked for a period with London Air 

Ambulance in the United Kingdom, as a trauma doctor in the back of an MD 902.  Working with 

Canadian Blood Services, McLaren transported whole blood in a Credo Cube for the exercise, a 

rarity in Canadian civilian trauma response. Hospitals fractionate whole blood into red cells, 

plasma, platelets and clotting factors so a single donation can help multiple patients. It takes 

significant time even in a trauma hospital to reconstitute multiple cooled and frozen blood 

products required for trauma resuscitation.  “Whole blood has not been used for many decades in 

Canada, in hospitals or ambulance,” he said. “But with whole blood, I can take that half liter bag, 

hang it up, run it through the warmer, and it is going into the patient within minutes” — critical 

for soldiers with severe wounds. 
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The medical component of a patient evacuation 

capability was carried out in the cabin of a CH-146 

Griffon helicopter.  

Chris Thatcher Photo 
 

 

 

As with CMERT, where the Army’s four-

soldier force protection detail has been 

trained to assist with medical care once the 

Chinook is airborne, the Griffon’s flight 

engineer (FE) can also support the doctor and 

medic in extreme situations.  “We have done some simulations right at the most extreme end of 

the medical care,” McLaren said. “If someone went into cardiac arrest, we can pull the FE forward 

to do CPR or hold something. They would have a role at the most extreme end of the spectrum, 

but not routinely, I hope.”  Throughout Maple Resolve, McLaren, two CMERT-trained medics, 

two forward aeromedevac (FAE)-trained medics, two support medics, and the Griffon aircrew 

conducted static and dynamic training almost every day. They trained in the hangar and on the 

helicopter, building best practices and establishing communications protocols, especially for 

managing fuel when duration on the ground and the correct hospital destination were often 

unknowns.  They also trialed cabin configurations that would allow for multiple patients and 

additional medical technicians that could be “injected” into an incident to provide additional 

ground support while the Griffon, with McLaren and one medic, transported one to two patients 

to hospital.   
 

How a CH-146 would be configured in a non-permissive environment where both door gunners 

are required and doors are open is part of an ongoing discussion, he said. “I imagine as guns are 

added, as doors come off, the amount and kind of medical care you can provide contracts.”  

Fortunately, the nascent capability was never required during the five weeks of Reflexe Rapide 

and Maple Resolve, despite multiple near-misses. There were injuries to participants, and on 

occasion, rotor blades began to whirl. But the final call to respond was never issued, a fact 

McLaren attributed in part to a thorough medical vetting process.  “Maybe that is one of the most 

valuable things,” he suggested. “If an incident automatically triggers a helicopter and 90 percent 

of those patients don’t require it, it’s all risk and resources burning. I’ll hypothesize that we have 

gone to the point of injury less because of the medical vetting — you have three experienced 

trauma doctors involved in real time, [assessing the injuries and the response]. We want to reserve 

and maintain our availability for the people who are going to benefit from it the most.”  As a 

deployable forward air medical evacuation capability, “this is the developmental stage of it,” 

McLaren said. “It’s not a fully hatched baby. There are some gaps in physician and med tech 

training and availability, to enable a standard and reproducible trauma team response to the point 

of injury.”  But if such a capability were required by the brigade in Latvia, there is a well rehearsed 

template to draw from. 
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Siksika Nation Artist to Design Canada-Afghanistan War Monument 
Siksika Nation artist Adrian Stimson has been selected to design a national monument to 

Canada’s mission in Afghanistan.  Tate Laycraft    CITYNEWS     Jun 21, 2023 

 
Adam Stimson speaks while he looks at a model of 

a monument his home on Siksika Nation on June 21, 

2023. The Ottawa-based monument is for Canadian 

military members that were lost in Afghanistan and 

will feature the names of 158 members.  

(Tate Laycraft, CityNews image) 

 

 

A Siksika Nation Indigenous artist has been 

chosen to design a national monument for 

Canada’s mission in Afghanistan.  Adrian 

Stimson and his team have been working on the project for years, and he says the concept of 

individuality is integral to the memorial’s purpose.  “A lot of monuments don’t have the names 

of all the soldiers involved, and this one does. It was the importance of remembering them in this 

particular conflict,” he told CityNews.  “If anybody goes to a monument, that sort of special 

moment of seeing their loved one’s name is something that really resonated with me.”  The 

medicine-wheel-inspired monument will feature the names of all 158 Canadian military members 

lost in the conflict.   Stimson says the reality of varying experiences is critical in the structure’s 

design.  “We’re going to use a digital strategy through QR codes and stuff that are embedded in 

the space for people to access various perspectives,” he explained.  “And then you have the two 

walls with the Canadian perspective and the Afghan perspective.”  Stimson is a former member 

of the Canadian Armed Forces Artists Program.   

 
In 2010, he travelled to Afghanistan, where he learned about the war and the daily lives of 

Canadian soldiers.  “For me, right away, I was thinking of the base. Home base and that sense of 

home,” Stimson recalled.  “I think, certainly soldiers, when they’re in the theatre of war, are 

thinking of home.”  The design was selected by more than 10,000 people, many of whom served 

in Afghanistan or were related to armed forces members.  Stimson hopes the installation will 

create an opportunity for education.  “I hope they gain a greater understanding of the conflict 

itself and how Canada was involved. And the loss, of course, of life and remembering those 

soldiers. The fallen,” he said.   Construction on the Ottawa-based monument is expected to begin 

in two to three years. 
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RCAF Pays Tribute to Last Surviving WWII Demon Squadron Member 
Ran Clerihue is the last surviving member of his Second World War 407 Demon Squadron. On 

his 100th birthday, they gave him a flyby.   Brent Richter   North Shore News   Jun 8, 2023  
 

 

 

Ran Clerihue, 100, is the last surviving Second World 

War member of 407 Demon Squadron. The Royal 

Canadian Air Force conducted a flyby in tribute to 

Clerihue for his 100th birthday on June 1, 2023.  

Paul McGrath / North Shore News  
 

 

 

The Royal Canadian Air Force CP-140 Aurora 

dipped low, down to just about 60 metres over 

the water. Not much lower than Ran Clerihue 

would have flown more than 80 years ago, as a 

Second World War pilot hunting for enemy submarines.  This time though, Clerihue earned the 

pleasure of watching the military flyby from a yacht on Howe Sound where, on June 1, he 

celebrated his 100th birthday with friends and family.  The plane took off from Canadian Forces 

Base Comox, piloted by members of the 407 Demon Squadron, which Clerihue is now the last 

surviving member of from the war.  Clerihue was 16 at the time the Second World War broke 

out. He enrolled at UBC to study commerce, but there was little question what he would do when 

he turned 18. He was already a member of the Air Cadets. His father was a veteran pilot from the 

First World War, and he wanted to follow in his footsteps.  “He wasn’t that enthusiastic about his 

son going to war. He lost a brother during World War One at Vimy. He survived at flying and I 

thought I could do that and survive,” Clerihue recalls.  Clerihue shipped off for training in Alberta 

where he graduated at the top of his class. As such, he was asked what type of posting his first 

choice would be. He wanted to be a fighter pilot, but at that time, the Battle of the Atlantic was 

going badly for the Allies with German U-boats attacking military, merchant and civilian vessels 

needed to support the war effort in 

Europe.   

 
 

 

Ran Clarihue (top left) as a young Royal 

Canadian Air Force pilot with his squadron 

mates in front of a Spitfire.  Courtesy of 

Barbara Clerihue 

 

For the next year, he was deployed to 

Nova Scotia’s 117 Squadron to patrol 

the North Atlantic for German subs.  

Clerihue was a slight teenager, 

something the squadron’s commanding 

officer called attention to, publicly, the 
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day they met.  “I think he thought I was about 14 years old, and he looked at me and said, ‘Holy 

cow, what the hell are they sending me now? Tiny Tim as replacement?” Clerihue says with a 

laugh.  The CO introduced Clerihue to the rest of the squadron and brass in the officers’ mess as 

“Tim” and the name stuck with him for the duration of the war. 

 

When they spotted a German submarine from their PBY Catalina flying boat, they were expected 

to go into a dive and drop depth charges to sink or disable the target below.  “I got shot at a couple 

times,” Clerihue said. “U-boats fight back, but it never concerned me to go back up again.”  On 

a few occasions, after an attack, they were told they were responsible for a “probable” sinking of 

an enemy ship.  The threat the U-boats posed shouldn’t be understated, said Jerry Vernon, 

president of the Vancouver chapter of the Canadian Aviation Historical Society.  “Submarines 

were really pesky in the Battle of the St Lawrence,” he said, noting the U-boats reached as far as 

Rimouski, just 250 kilometres from Quebec City. “There were quite a few ships sunk in that area 

by submarines who were inside our waters.… They were sent out to cause as much disruption as 

they could until they ran out of torpedoes.”  Thanks to the efforts of the Allies, within five months 

of Clerihue’s deployment, most of the U-boats threatening the Atlantic’s shipping lanes were 

destroyed. Pilots like Clerihue were instrumental in turning the tide, allowing military supplies 

and resources to arrive safely in England and Europe where the Allies needed them most, Vernon 

said. 

 

In 1943, Clerihue was sent to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) where he joined 413 Squadron in the hunt 

for Japan’s subs in the Indian Ocean.  In the last year of the war, Clerihue was sent to 407 Demon 

Squadron, based in Devon, England. They were flying mainly night missions in Wellington 

bombers with massive spotlights installed on their bellies to search for subs at night. By that point 

in the war, German subs were much harder to come by, and Clerihue never spotted a single one. 

Much to the relief of his father, Clerihue came home. A great many weren’t so lucky, Vernon 

said.  The 407 lost a lot of crews, including 28 Hudson bombers and 14 Wellingtons. Officially 

that amounted to 233 crew members killed, 171 of which were listed as Missing and Presumed 

Dead.  “Quite of few of them just disappeared at sea and they didn’t know what happened to 

them,” Vernon said.  Clerihue lost friends in the war, although more often from their planes going 

down in bad weather than because of the enemy, he said. 
 

 

 

Ran Clarihue and his squadron mates celebrate  

the end of the war with a farewell party.  

 Courtesy of Barbara Clerihue 

 

 

 

When the war was over, Clerihue could 

have kept flying, pursuing a career in 

commercial aviation. But he was eager to 

get back to his studies at UBC. It was a 

decision that served him well. He went on 
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to become an executive with Celanese Corporation, which took him to Montreal and New York. 

He married his childhood sweetheart and they had a daughter – the one who arranged for the 

tribute flyby from the RCAF on June 1.  When it was time for him to retire, he settled in West 

Vancouver where he still lives today.  Clerihue said he didn’t spend a lot time after the war 

contemplating his service, although for most of his life, he has been volunteering and raising 

money for the Air Cadets.  In the 1980s, he met up with is old commanding officer from Nova 

Scotia – the one who gave him the nickname Tim – at an Air Cadets function.  “At that time, he 

told me that I was the best flyer on his squadron,” Clerihue said with a hint of pride in his voice.  

At 100 years old, Clerihue said he’s now the last surviving member of any of the three squadrons 

he served in. 

 

Today, 407 Squadron flies out of Canadian Forces Base Comox, where they still are tasked with 

long-range patrols.  Usually, when they do a flyby, it’s to gather intel or send a message to a boat 

on the water, said 407 Squadron Capt Kalina Yurick. Flybys as tributes are rarer. And doing them 

in to honour surviving member of 407 from wartime is almost unheard of.  “The commanding 

officer was immediately interested in supporting whatever event we can to commemorate this 

gentleman,” Yurick said. “Those opportunities are going to be very rare. I have not heard of this 

happening in a very long time.”  Yurick said it was very meaningful for her crew to see things 

come full circle and salute someone whose name is recorded in the same mission logs they 

maintain today.  “World War Two veterans, obviously, hold a special place for us serving 

members here at 407. It’s great to be able to connect with those people who have done the job 

before us and to say thank you,” she said. “It’s nice to connect to our roots once in a while and 

remember that we come from a long line of service.”  As Yurick’s crew approached Howe Sound, 

Clerihue and his guests clambered on to the deck of their boat. He waved eagerly and beamed as 

the Aurora flew overhead. 

 

Vancouver Gunners Website Update 
 

Ex Rumble Gunner 

From 29 May to 2 June, 2023, members of 15th Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery 

participated in Ex RUBBLE GUNNER at Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt on Vancouver Island, 

British Columbia. https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/ex-rubble-gunner-2023.html   

 

Artillery Junior leaders Course 

Congratulations to Bombardiers Alikhani, LaHaye, Cavanagh, Guan and Findlay who just 

completed their gunner's junior leadership course in Shilo. Great job! 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/june-25th-2023  

 

Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) annual dinner  

Peter Moogk has forwarded a photo from the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) annual 

dinner in the Officers' Mess on 28 September 2019. It shows George Chow, Ted Hawthorne, and 

Edmund Wu preparing to sit for the dinner. 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/rusi-dinner-28-september-2019  

 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/ex-rubble-gunner-2023.html
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/june-25th-2023
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/rusi-dinner-28-september-2019
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Yorke Island One Day Adventure 

Are you interested in flying to Yorke Island on a Saturday? We’ve requested 19 Aug but waiting 

for confirmation from BC Parks. 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/yorke-island-one-day-adventure  

 

Shilo Artillery Reunion 29 June to 2 July 2023 

You can find some more details on the linked page.  

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/rca-reunion  

 

Wednesday Lunch 

Join us to check up on your old lunch buddies. Click on this link:- This is a new link! 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71810323784?pwd=ehLJDhj9zlqI0HvnBlMCYmw0p6ZDwe.1 or 

use https://zoom.us/j/71810323784or use Meeting ID 718 1032 3784 and the secret passcode is 

6L6qz0 (fourth digit is a lower-case Q and the last digit is a Zero)  

Remember – Stay healthy and stay safe!  

 

Who (or What) Is It?    
               

Last Week:  This was the 7.92mm ZB53, developed in Brno 

by the Holek brothers. Development of this machine gun 

commenced in 1930, and it was a private venture by the ZB 

factory, without any sponsorship from the Army. The goal was 

to design and produce a belt-fed medium machine gun with 

dual rates of fire (the lower rate for ground targets and the 

higher for anti-aircraft work) and good sustained fire 

capabilities. The first prototypes were built using water-cooling, 

but by 1932 a new, air-cooled and recoil-operated weapon was submitted to Czechoslovak army 

trials under the factory designation ZB50.Trials proved that the ZB50 was not reliable enough, 

especially when set to its higher rate of fire, so work continued on a new, gas operated weapon. 

An intermediate design, the ZB52, appeared in 1933, and the next year saw the appearance of the 

further improved ZB53 medium machine gun.  

 

In 1935 the Czechoslovak army bought 500 ZB53 medium machine guns for extended trials, 

designating these the Vz.35 (Model of 1935). After extensive use, the Army requested a number 

of improvements, and finally adopted the new machine gun for service in 1937 as the Vz.37. In 

the same year the British company Birmingham Small Arms (BSA) Ltd obtained a license for the 

tank version of the ZB53, to produce these guns for the British Royal Tank Corps under the name 

of BESA, in the same 7.92x57caliber. Like its “little brother” ZB26, the ZB53 was also widely 

exported. Buyers of this weapon included China, Iran, Rumania and Yugoslavia, as well as a 

number of other European and South American countries. It is worthy of note that about two 

thirds of the entire production of the ZB53 was exported, as the Czechoslovak army showed little 

interest in medium machine guns, most probably because of a lack of funds. Production of the 

ZB53 continued under Germany occupation during 1939-41, and it was incorporated into German 

small arms nomenclature as the MG 37(t). 

https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/yorke-island-one-day-adventure
https://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new/rca-reunion
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71810323784?pwd=ehLJDhj9zlqI0HvnBlMCYmw0p6ZDwe.1%20
https://zoom.us/j/71810323784
https://modernfirearms.net/en/machineguns/czech-republic-machineguns/zb-53-vz-37-eng/machine/chex/zb-26-e.html
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This Week:   The current sad conflict in Ukraine has turned into an artillery war reminiscent of 

the Great War of over one hundred years ago.  Nonetheless, tanks and other armoured vehicles 

have proven their use, and misuse, in action. The massed tank attacks that were feared to have 

been a part of the battlefield doctrine of the former Soviet Union, a club to which both warring 

parties once belonged, have proven illusory, partly due to the nature of modern weaponry, and 

partly due to a seeming lack of resources.  Nonetheless, YouTube is full of videos of aged Cold 

War tanks being blown to pieces in a variety of ways.  It is hoped that those viewing such are 

reminded that the death of each tank can also include the death of three or more young men. 

 

However, the world is not just full of old Soviet-era tanks minus their turrets.  There are armoured 

vehicles around the world that don’t conform to the ordinary.  We have seen one or two in this 

column and are happy to present another to you today.  In some ways this armoured machine 

resembles the first German tank of World War One, the condominium-like A7V, which had a 

crew of somewhere between 

18 to 25 (yes, we are not 

making that up). This more 

streamlined AFV seems to 

come from a nation which 

uses a version of the 

Phoenician alphabet that is 

more cursive than the Roman 

interpretation we use. 

Naturally, to make things 

more difficult for our readers, 

we have employed cutting-

edge technology to hide the 

flag that is flying proudly 

from the top. 

So, are you up on odd-ball 

armoured fighting vehicles of the world?  If you think you know this machine, and the lads who 

man it, and the country in which it serves, say so loudly to our editor, Bob Mugford 

(bob.mugford@gmail.com), or to the author, John Redmond (johnd._redmond@telus.net).  As a 

bonus, whose photo is that being carried by these casually dressed warriors? 
 

From the ‘Punitentary’    
 

What must be broken before you can use it?     An egg. 
 

Murphy’s Other Laws       
 

A retreating enemy is probably just falling back and regrouping. 
 

Quotable Quotes 
 

Never give up on a dream just because of the time it will take to accomplish it. The time will 

pass anyway.   Earl Nightingale 

mailto:bob.mugford@gmail.com
mailto:johnd._redmond@telus.net
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Wednesday Digital Video Lunch 
 

No need to worry about COVID-19 when you go digital. Pop into our video lunch at noon on 

Wednesdays and say hi.   All you need is a laptop, tablet or smartphone.   These sessions are being 

hosted by the Vancouver Artillery Association and are open to all – especially those who 

attended our Wednesday lunches.    
 

Join us to check up on your old lunch buddies.   

 

Click on this link:-  This is a new link and password! 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71810323784?pwd=ehLJDhj9zlqI0HvnBlMCYmw0p6ZDwe.1  

 

or use   https://zoom.us/j/71810323784    

 

or use Meeting ID 718 1032 3784   and the secret passcode is  6L6qz0  (fourth digit is a lower 

case Q and the last digit is a Zero) 

 

Zoom is the leader in modern 

enterprise video communications, 

with an easy, reliable cloud 

platform for video and audio 

conferencing, chat, and webinars 

across mobile, desktop, and room 

systems. Zoom Rooms is the 

original software-based 

conference room solution used 

around the world in board, 

conference, huddle, and training 

rooms, as well as executive offices 

and classrooms. Founded in 2011, 

Zoom helps businesses and 

organizations bring their teams 

together in a frictionless 

environment to get more done. 

Zoom is a publicly traded 

company headquartered in San 

Jose, CA.    

 

Invite 2 friends! We have room for 100! See you on Wednesdays at noon.  Bring your own lunch 

and beverage of choice. 

 

Attendance at this meeting is falling off.  If you haven’t been on for a while, we miss you so come 

back and join us. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71810323784?pwd=ehLJDhj9zlqI0HvnBlMCYmw0p6ZDwe.1
https://zoom.us/j/71810323784
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Okanagan Military Tattoo 

 
 

July 29 & 30, 2023 

Kal Tire Place/ Vernon, BC 
 

Ticketseller.ca 

250-549-7469 

Save 10%   Discount Code: TAT2023 

Online, by phone or in person.   

Offer cannot be combined with any other offers. 
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With a Few Guns  
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Commemoration Cyprus 2024 

 
 


