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2nd CANADIAN IPIELD REGIVHT HCA
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" INTRODUCTION.

The ¥Yirst Division is drawn fro:a all Canada.
The 2nd Field hegiment as at present conctituted,
represents three o1 the provinces, Quebec, New
Brunswick and Ontario, with its w:Hmm rmwemmpmc
st of Montreal, 8th of honcton, and 10th of

S5t. Catherines. I 1939 there was also the 35th

,‘ow Sherbrooke, Tucbhec, All sre HPAN batteries
with a8 fine record in the 1914 - 18 war, and still:
every year the 10iLh Bty remewbers St Julian's duy
with appropriate cereuonies. But, not to be
outdone by ‘their futhers -or elder GHOdUmHm the
batteries, one and all, hsve built for themselves
end their Regiment a Emﬁb»&wo»mba record ln this
wer so recently ended.

.

When it became certein in 1939 thet the

" period of conciliation must end and that war was
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imminent, the NPAM batteries were called up for
,active service, and recruiting to complete the
batteries and put them on & war footing began
immediately. By the end of Sept 1939, the batteries
were fully recruited. . On 14 Nov, the 2nd TField Regt,
known then as the 2nd ¥14 Brigede, RCA GASF, was
formed. Personnel were drawn from each of the
batteries, and NHQ formed under command of .
Lt-Col AsD Tremaeine, ED, snd established in Craig St.
drill hsll, Montresl. Until the Regiment was united
as such on board ship in Halifex, the batterles
trained separately in their own localities, so here
. we must go th the individual battery threeds before
they become spun into the strong regimentel cord.
ebm 7th Bty had its HQ at Craig .S5t. drill: hall
zondummw pert of which was loaned to nrm budding
RHQ, and by 9th Sept a1l NPAM menbers and: many
recruits hed been attested and training begun under
the direction of lMajor J. Andersonuof 305¢Hmmw.
The 8th battery was doing the same thing in Moncton
with ‘HQ at the barrecks in Church St. under Major
J.R. Dickie, the 10th under Major E.¥. McCordick
.and@ the 35th under Capt ¥.J. Slattery, also in
St. Catherines and Sherbrooke respectively. Tenth
with Hq in the local armouries and the 35th sMwU Hy
at the Exhibition Grounds in mwmwcwoowm. :

pde%gO@% was very keen: some of the 0ld wear-
soamam of 1914 --18 tried to get aocepted to show the
colts how it should be done, but age or old wounds
eliminated nearly all from active bmuwwo»vcnpos
in wsw bms mmrwamad.

This wmm::mvm and ‘enthusiam o<mwuwoam

- difficulties, as it has in the race for a thousand
- years. -

.




HOLIIMNAL ROLL OF O“FICLRS

2nd CAUADIAN WIELD REGIKENT RoCons 9 l.ar 45

(On leavia;: Ituly)

Rollode
Lt.Col. Webo DUCHAN
Liajor WoRo GILCHRIST
| Capt 4.C, BOWLS RCAYLC
o Capt AcA. COOPERBERG RCaL.C
Capt ‘ A.B., . LuJD
| _ Capt JeSe URTON
Lieut J.Be BROWH :
Lieut J.3, GILCHRIST
Lieut R.P.i. RYaN .

Tth BATTERY

A/llajor Colto HCaR

Oﬁ.mhd nHos.“ro UHOR.

Omu.m.u.ﬂ ..TOHM—O uOOMEMNHrt
Capt C.L. ROBINGON
Lieut OoW.. BETEEL
Lieut Co¥lo DY LLEELN
Liecut DoWo CREEH
Lieut Golio KuRWIN
Lieut WeD, ELsDON

Lieut dohe WiaRREN
h BalTiERY

K/ Major £.R, 2aVITY
Capt G.E. YEELER
A/Cupt Jo.S.Re, O'WALLEY
A/Bapt Sedo WalKink
Lieut Jol, BCCLASTONE
Lieut L.F. JOHNSTOLE
.Lieut Jedoe 1acDOWALD
Lieut J.Its YieHaLE
Lieut ’ GoNs ANNIEHG
10th BATTLRY
Major Cole HaRRILCTCH
Capt R.Vo GhaY
A/Capt R.0. SULADRIELD
‘ Capt L.F, VunGUORDER
Lieut oL, BLLATHERJICLE
Lieut L.D, JUSLIN
Lieut - JJHe MCRRC
Lieut H. Ko, PREI - FLR
Lieut B.be ROBILSOL
H?'Hmwﬁ,ﬁ i o:o MHPL\HVW.::Z

OWFRS APT..CTISD FROL OTHBR CURES

Supervisor iaole DIxHL YiCa

H/Capt . oD, Kast1Y CC3

Capt Jo LOSCUTIICH  CDhC

lieut ’ J.Ite FoaRCOH RCCH

Lieut ) P.,8.H., DBRLDY Spec Tr lnc
2 Lieut F.L, BELLLS " " f

Lieut Hollo < QUM " " n

' Lieut Holo LiELallsud weoomooon
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Here, once sgain we have to picture of
hastily recruited men in heterogeneous clothes,
badly and inadequately equipped, ready to buck
theuselves to the limit, (und thet limit was life,
home &nd honour) apeinst the most superb fighting
machine thut & warlike natlion could devise, and on
which in fsct, that nation steked 1ty life,

As the grey panther struck its fleshing precise
strokes to elimate Yolend, four and rive thougand
miles away in New Brunswick, Quebec and Outerio,

men in riding breeches and puttees of the previous
war, in ¢ray slacks, blue shirtsleeves, tweed -
jeckets, monkey suits, forayue caps, fedoras or no
hat at all, formed fours, did bress-ups, took turns
at learning how to handle the 0ld Lee knfield.

They learned how to manhandle and lay the antiquated
18-pdr becsuse no other Bun was available.

They begped, borrowed or hired trucks to teke their
guns on menoeuvregs. Thelr junior officers were
fresh from college or s desk in the city, even their
senlol officers were learning fronm peuphlets, though
a Tew were trying to swuwowodate wemories of 1914 -
18 to the new methods. : .

Luring the Cansds reriod the equijument at

the batteries! dispossl never did iuprove, but

erticles of uniforn ceme in srell quantitics until

by about the end of Nov 39, 8ll hed bLeen sble to
discard the last article of civilian attire, Luve

8 palr of boots. "Hut still they were civilians in
uniform, still those thet had liomes nearby lived gt
home and welked, cycled or motored to parede every
day, still they fed at restuurants aLainst chits.

But the elenents of militery life were being ebsorbed,
‘an ecquaintance with gunnery being ecquired: the
sense of the fec, of the Bty, being one, .

The competetion for individual pun detachuent, Sec,
and general Bly snatvtness was, velding & conglomeretion
Into a uniforn Lroup. The very few cases cowing up
for office’ yet vere making all realize thet they were
ruled by & new ‘law, and tlat the lectures on Military
Law were of immediate concern to each and ell, and
further, that Orders are published to he’reuq by all.
The threat of not being elloved to go oversecss was
enough to keep all out of serious breaches of
discipline. : :

Advance purties sre sent to England 17 Nov 39
to meke prepurations for the arrival of the Repiment.
By the beginning of December we find the 10th Bty
in-a vacated maceroni factory on Welland Ave,
St.Catherines, 7th Bty in an old CPR hotel in the
Place Viger, Montreal, 8th Bty in the Atlantic Roorns
‘Church ©t. Moncton, and the 35th Bty in the Sherbrooke
Exhibitiong Grounds. They now fall iu on pargde
in three ranks, not & few can lay a gun, and the Acks
have mastered the mysteries of director dnd arty Ld
No. ‘2. They cen'narch in step and know thuat a ten
mile route march to be well within their powers
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The 8igs wre back frow their treining in
Kingston end speak a new language, the tepping of
keys is heard in the land. I'he younger officurs
realize thet their pet enthusiams muct give way
before genersl all over efficiency, and the
orgunizetion of the battery is tuking on routine forus.
There are haversucks, a few leether belts, a genersl
issue of kit bags and Bbilly cans, but no web
equipment, no anklets. The ¥.5. cap is still et
an uncertain engle and the old cavalry greatcoat
that the smaller gunners found ample for "horse, gun

In this condition and with the few available
Lee knfields (and very little else) in stores, the
Btys entrained for Halifax. 10th Bty still
remenbers this, its first "secret" move by the back
streets to the stution. 7th, 8th and 35th Btys
attempged no secret move but ot no grester send-off
than did the 10th Bty at St. Catherines. ‘“he trains
leaving $t. Catherines 6th, Montreal end Sherbrooke
7th, and Moncton 8th Discember sll arrived at Hulifex
on the 9th and embarked immediately on the HKupress of

_Britein, the Regiment was united for the first. tiume.

The then Lt.-Col. Asb Tremailne kD; commanded
the kepiment heving es his Battery ceumenders Majors
J.M., Anderson, J.R. Dbickie, K.¥., McCordick and Capt
S.V. Walker of the 7th, 8th, 10th and 35th Btys
respectively. oo .

.

The voyage in convoy with the Eupress of
Australia, Monarch of Bermuda, Acquitania &nd DLuchess
of Bedford passed without incident under the -efficient
protection of the kesolution and attendant destroyers.
Those who made this trip feel however that they hed a
unique experience that is worthy of record. :

The Empress of Britain was in Quebec at the outbreak
of war and the only change made on her wes the peint job.
Her state rooms, cabins, ssloons and staff were as of
peace time, and in this luxury did one &nd all travel.
There wes auple roon and adeguate service, stewards to
make the gunners' beds, stewards to serve their
slightest desire at tebles covered in spotless napery
end serviced with the finect silver and {lassware:
superb meuals were served end whiskey, alé and beer were
not rationed. The officers met 0ld friends end nace
new acquaintences in the lst and 3rd 11d kegts end the
NCOs and gunners ot to know others outside their own
battery. While on the water a redio rerort by Lord
Haw-Haw informed the world thut the Bupress of dritain
had becn sunk. . )

The Eupress cevst anchor off Gourock in tle Clyde
on the 17th Dec and the Kkegiment diseabarked by lighten
and entrained for. the Aldershot area the following
dey, arriving at Ieet after a crowded journey and
marching to Leipzig Barracks at wwshott.

1t was with a feeling skin to disusy thet the
Regiment beheld its new quarters. Valls and roof were
indeed still,sound esnd some of the woodeA hunks still
clung mourmw:mw in spite of their age.
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In the kitchens, the crudest of ctoves, no
facilities Tor & hot water supply for beths snd even
the cold water supply wes very deficient. SLell opent *
grates provided heating for the huts, These barracks

-were bullt at the tiwe of the *Boer War and condemned

after 1918, yet had to be luprest into use now owing
to the lack of other accomodation. The first shock
duly absorbed, the Kegiment set to work to meke iteelf
more comfortable, and in a few weeks had adequate
heating, an efficient cold water gervice and sonme hot
wgter, It had elso repaired end made new bunks so
that greater room and comfort was gained in the huts:
conditions in the kitchen were also improved.

c:mc:oc,Qc:m:mumas Btys emali ated and known
es "C" Btv, soon changed to 7/25th, and wa: and 10th’

as "D" Bty (8/10th), each battery having three troops.
Bveryone sovon got acquainted and deep- friendships were
struck up. This was the hard winter of 1939-40 that
records showed had not been eyualled for cnow and cold in
England for 70 years. But while improveuent in living
quarters was going forward, training wes not neglected.
British WOs were lent to explain and demonstrate the
new 25 pdr on 18 pdr carriage, and new methods and this
instruction was passed on to the NCOs and umen. Route
marches, P.T., lectures fitted themselves into the daily
programme with pgun, SA and g#as drill when the equipnment
was available. The guns ( four 18/25 &nd eight 1 pdrs)
were shared with the lst ¥1d Regt, and availsble stores
of rifles and gas equipment used in turns by different
groups, Imaginary guns were often used and imaginary
MT was the only available naterial for driving prectice.
An ignorant observer would have been astonis hed to

8ee detachments of 6 men in odd positions making strenge
movements cn receipt of orders, and speciully to see one
8it on an eiry seat, twiddle his fingders and squint.

Rude noises were nade on the order to "fire". But the
impression of a pley or ad-house would have been
completed by seeing another group watehing wooden blocke
being called X end K and H and so on, and being poved
here and there "“in convoy" and in "deployuent? and then
seeing the party break up and play & "follow ny leader"
around the pesrade ground. Yet thus and thus was pun and hy
instruction carried out at this stage.

Web equipment came in bit by bit and the mystery of its
fitting solved. At first it wac cleaned by scrubbing,
but soon, very soon, the blanco war began.

. The change of elimate &nd rough living conditions
took -their toll in sickmess: there were umny cates of
flu and very few excaped heving &t least bad colds, so
that at this stege there was s definite daumpening of enthucien
for the Aray. The chance in food wlso ond the inexperieucs
of the cooks joined to the inadequate kitchen fecilities
led to & snall riot of dispusted gunners wlio yet souput
this civilian way of drawing ettention to thelir WIONES .
Justice being dispersed, the nutter kas looked inlou sud
the improvements elrvudy in hend hastened forword.
A certein cook had tu be told that the sods relerred to
in the recipe book wus "bi-carb™ and NOY washing zodu,
the use of which and its effects on stomachs hud
precipiteted the riot.

)
i
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ENGLISH But it was during this winter with its
\ HOSPITALIYY inconveniences, discomforts and changes that the
2nd Fld Regt found itself as a Reginent, &s pait
: of .1 Cdn Liw, as pert of the Army: it was the
. O reriod of growing pains under tough .conditions,
: ~and it says a lot for the nettle of the wen end the
. leadership of their officers that the Ieginent emeyr ed
: in the spring as & strong healthy, united and keen
body. = But before pausing on te this new hegiient
a5 & fighting unit, a word is in blece lhiere Lo record
the enthusium 'end hospitelity with which the Conedicns
. were recelved by Lhe gng lich people. Ho one it Teiwibe i
.. . with decp plevsure the welcome given the. Ly hitherto
complete strenpers on thelr § day discnberielion lecves:
how they viere usde at liome und, with thet staptaibility
, + of the rece, nade Lheaselves st hore, in the rubg vhere,
for a long time they could scarcely buy the first drink
wmww%m wmwmmcmwmmﬁmmwmw:wmm Hmmdm how the mcowm;rmwa
prodizals.  'The GuneCian!?
idea of kugland chenged; it wes uch larg ey then
expected, there were actunlly wide spaces of frac country,
' it was not ell Jjam puciced with houses. Veilwaye, with
suclt smooth tracks wnd trains everywicre. Lioeds,,
raved roads thut twisted ¢nd turned deceptively everywhzie.
London wes lur_e of course, but hardly o hig s to
have pretty nearly ss big e populstion us Censde enc
in spite of the tor end the obstruction: of t&nd bug i
and the strengeness of Lhe sccent, a very friendly
tovn withel. This extru srmy life dic wmuch to f0o6h
over the ronginess of tLhe chunge 100 pluap clviliun
statuc. Lo leun winy requilrenents.

’

THEPHCTIONS JFurther inspirstions to the Neginent wvere Lhe
SPRING _ inspections by H.M. King George VI, by larshell Gumelin
1940 by Gen. Ironsides, end egain.by theiry Mojesties thz

King and fueen. Her Majesty the Nuaen hed receivea
the joyful and loving homnage of &ll Cenads on the
-+ occasion of the visit just before the war and wes now
. ’ - again received with unbounded enthusieu by the new
) soldiers. In the ¢linm erect figure of H.I1. the King
T : the Regiment saw tiheir unification with people & world
+apart in one idea, one purpose.

By March 1940 the Wepiment had its own converted
18/25 pdrs. Tersdbnul weupons were sLill sioit and
the only mechine guns were e few Lewis! brougcht over
with the o0ld lLee Enfields frowm Conude, Civillun vuny
were still the princlpel meens of trwnsport, of Lowing'
guns and civilien drivers drove them with the punnel
driver alongside. However the antiquetled "drea;_ou"
appeared in small nuuabers and with these drivers treined
in lLong Valley. Bifle firing prectices were culried
out on Ash ranges, and basic training in general with
. whatever equipment was eveileble and wherever space wau
- available. At this tipme "F" Sec RCCS and 8§ LAD RCOC
e were attached to the Regiment. . :

FIRING CAMP On the second of lMlay the Regiment proceeded in
SALISBURY donvoy to Selisbury ¥Ylain with its strange collection
FLAINS/ : of transport, delivery vans, furniture vens, omnibuses
° end of course the dragons, but there wes no sericus

breakdowns, and extublished at Furgo Ceaup. Firing
praétice begen with the first shots. being fired by the
Regiment on 13th llay. “lie weather was so0 hot thuat there
were some coses of trestment for sunburn, sud as the
Regiuent received its meed of preise from the 1Go, it

was feeling proud of iteelf, full of pep end entnusisn.
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The bad o0ld winter was behind and here was sonething

new that hed emerged with the spring, & proud heulthy
keen fighting force feeling in the pink of condition

and ready for anything,

While atill at Fergo Caup the news cane of the
lightning strokes of the grey beast et Holland, Bel giuwm
France, Lenmark and Norway. Vith a gasp it was
reglized that there was no Maginot Line any uore, that
Germans merched through Paris and would bLe at the
channel ports. -

By. this time the Regiment had returned to Leipzic
Barrucks, picked up sone new NT and moved to Kettering
One very enjoyable week was spent here in beusutiful
8 urroundings, all personnel belng billeted with civilians.
he orders to enberk surprised nobody, the advunce party
was 1n Brest and on 13 June the MT and guns moved off to
Plymouth, the main hody to follow the next day.

But the wein body never moved, the hulf louded trensport
was off loaded and returned to Leipzic. The Germans
were through to.the channel ports, the Belgiun Ariy had
surrendered end the withdrawal to Dunkirk was on.

France was cruwbling under the lightning swift strokes

and her broken facade of invineibility showed the
rottenness that had eaten into her body. By wmid June it
was all over and the grey beast virtual naster of kurope
from the Baltic to the Nediterranean, from the Atlantic to
the Black Ses. fStill the Greeks fought their gellant
fight sreinst the "jackal" and still was Jupgoslavia to
rise egainst oppression and still to the east Russle prepared
Teverishly to neet her slly in a treuty of non-ug ression:
an atteupt was sLill mude to swuve some part of Horway.

Now indeed it looked as thourh the defendcrs of En lund
must meke pood Churchill's defience to fight on the
beaches, - in the fields and from the roof-tops, wnd none

in mnglaénd were niore ready in splfit to do their dunndest
then the 2nd rield. And not in spirit alone were tley
ready but now they had more rifles and nore Lewis Euns

and even sore Bren guns. Morele couldn't huve bLeen
Ligher, while it was realized by ell that a battle hLzd

-been lost, not & one but knew thet the campeilun would

yet be won. Late, but adaptseble new nethods were studied
end tried out, the reusons for the Gerian success anelysed
the means of counterscting blitzkreig taclics worked out.
On 23 June the Rept lett Leipzic Barracks for the lust
time and everyone's attitude was "wood riddence,

The destinution wus en areas near Brill in Buckinghsnshire
where the Regiment heafd its first bornb, a close one
(epproximately 5 niles awaey). Reports of enemy paratroopelrs
at looge in the area kept sentries ever &t the elert, und.
one had visions of the countryside literelly infested
with the vernmin.” This area wes vacated end a move to
Tandridge, Surrey, took place on 2 July.

We now find re-organization enong the batteries and during
the months of July and August the Regiment is broken

down to Batteiies working in support or under comueand bns
and even down to troops working under cormeand coys.

At this time the Regiment worked with 2 CIB cormianded by
Brig. A.B. Potts, and manoeuvred in a wide area around
Oxted, Surrey, testing new deployments, enti-tank tactics,
all around defense, tinmings for movements from plece to
place, communications by phone and over the air.
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Still in this period tinme was found Tor enother firing
practice et Larkhill. There were seversl notable
changes in command ot this tine. Ma jor Gen lcllaughiton
appointed Lt-Gen. in commend of 1 Cdn Corps. Brig.
G.R. Pearkes VC, eappointed Major Gen. GOC 1 Cdn Liv,
Majors Dickie and Anderson SOS and Ha jors . hoss

“and F.D. Lace to take cowmiand of 7/35 and §/10 btys

respectively. Yor a short time too the hept relieved
the 8th A ¥d Regt at Banstead Park. It was here on

15 Aug thut the first eir battle was seen and there
were meny wild shouts of encourageunent when our "Cpits"
appeared to glve chase. Thés was th ¢ RKAF's greatest
day during the Battle of Britain., 198 enemy 'plenes
were brought down. At the end of Aug the llegiment was
again in the, Oxted srea for & while, until it moved

on 18 Sept to billets et Addington near Groydon.

Although unaware of it et the time, the Negiment
wes settling down for its longest stay in sny one jpluce.
Almost 15 months were spent in Addington, broken only
by three weeks &t Brighton, firing practices and a few
exercises. Everybody in the Regimeal had & honre to
which he could £o to in and around Addington, and
nearby Croydon, and many friendships ended in marriege.
During the first nonths of this period the sir blitz
was at 1ts helght and neny were the apprecistive letters
the CO received from civilians grateful for help
rendered by men of the Reginent. After one particularly
vicious incendiary bomb atteck on Croydon, over 100 nen
of the Neginment were reported AWL from the 2300 hre
tattoa rollcall, and as they dragied themselvee in
during the following morning, clothes, helmets, and
often skin were burned. They were appropriately charged
but the cases never cume up for office: the work these
leds, who had gone fut for an-evenlng'c amusement, had
done to gave Croydon and Help her blitzed citizent,
brought forth such demonstrautions of praise and thanks
that Col. Tremaine must have swelled with pride to
have such men under his command, :

RE-ORGANIZATI ON - In November of 1940 the re-orgenization of the ¥ld

of
REGIMENT.

Regt on a three 8 gun battery basis was effected,
7th, 8th end 10th Btys staying under coumand of lie jor
G.M. Welker, Major R.P, Drummond and Major ¥.D. Lzce
respectively, and the 35th Bty going to 1 L.A.A, Regt
which et that time was just forming.

Christnas day wes welebrated in the restaurent
of Kennard's Sitore in Croydon. A Loo0d vrogruune wes
leid on und everyone hud a murvelous tine. This was
deemed the most successful Negtl party ever held.

Much of the success wos due to the work of the mensaier

and forty wuitresses who gave up their own celebrputions

. to serve the hoys.

Lt.Col. Trenaine wes nade Bripgedier and ap)ointed
CRA in Feb 1941, when Lt.Col C.E. DePencier D took
cormeand of the Regiment.
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greeting.

B Mw - . ’
The Reytl hockey tesm, after a very successful
S8eason plaving at Purley and Brighton, won the Pivisional
Championship. -

buring the sumier snd fall, mony Div end Corps
exercises were ocurried out. These ure made as
Tealistic and us close to wctual battle conditions as
possible. The wost notable of these was Bulldog in
June, in which all movement was done at night with all
equipmént camoufleged during daylight hours and ending with
street fighting at Norwich. Exercise Hoft in August wes
very suaccessful. Cascera in August wes prinmarily for
the medicel services, the evacuation of casuglties being
practised. txercise Bumper in Sept - Oct was probebpy
the most successful, with meny qulck moves and positions
teken up in towns, blanks being fired, etc, This schene
took place in the area of Luton and Tring. Ixercise
Plunger in Oct was carried out with 3rd ¥d hegt, seach
Regiment trylng to sabotage the other. Our troops were
successful in diverting the whole Regt on & X rosds end in
driving six vehicles out of 3rd 1¥ld Regt lines without
being stopped.  Two trips to Larkhill for firing
practice were held. Changes in cammand an 6 June were
Major G.M. Walker as 2 i1/c and Major E.F. lcCordick as
Bty Comdr 7th Bty. On 26th Aug during Lis visit to
the UV.K,, the Prime Minister, the Rt Hon W.L. llcKenzie-
King inspected the Regirent.

The Addington period was a happy one for the
Regiment. The. individual had been welded into the Regt
before this period and now the Regire nt wes welded into

(EH8 PEX3SB1o8r ¢nMROR9Y, IBHRE e PBEKe PR A AN L deta®

known to Le pretty good selso. The infentry were then,

a8 now, a class apart, but comprehension of their needs
and adnirstion of their cupubilities grew as the

nuiber of exercisgs mounted, When 3xrd and 5th Divs
arrived in kngland in 1941, the 1lst Div felt themselves

to be o0ld campeigners. The chief of the 2nd Field grouch
was that they hed knglish made uniforms thet could never
be made to look as smart as the Cenadian ones that the
infentry hud, and they felt that their social activities

aaight be hampered.. Two people who worked very heard

during this perios to meke the léisure hLours enjoyable
were the YMCA Supervisor, Mr, McCoy end Miss Keen.

. Miss Keen was in charge of the centeen and wes elvays

present to serve the boys and give & friendly smile and

But no matter how huppy one is, saneness pells,
50 with the Regimcnt. The move to Brighton et the end
of November 1941 wes hailed with joy. The move was
part of a biv move, 18t Div replacing 2nd Liv as first
line cosast defense. KHO) was set up at Hurstpier bPoint
7th Bty in Brighton, 8th Biy in Rottingdesn and 10th Bty
in Southwick. Actusl battle positions on the south lLowng
were prepared snd nasde reandy for instent occupstlion,
but the necessity for occupying theu never arose.

. Un 2nd Jen 42, Najor H.S. Griffin tekes over us
2 i/c and on 21 Jan '42, Lt.Col J.M. Medland takes over
command of the Legiment.
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FIRING Scurcoly was the work done on the bettle
PHACYICE © positions completed, then the Regt weut to suilth
WALES., Wells, Wales, for firing prectice, and the fact

thet a small group from one of the Btys went AWl
in order to avoid haviug to go, just goes to show that
. - living conditions were too good, These nen were
\ . pronptly ceught and given 28 days in the "gluss house™,

A lot of hard work was put in here and some
‘ : ) very fine shoots resulted. This &area had just been
: made avsileble for arty ranges, end there were not
nany roads in existunce, 50 it was decided that

. . each Regiment, on completion of firing practice would
.build roads for a week. T'his wes done, often having
to dig through a foot or two of snow as this was now
the first of March. 5t111 the work wus carried out
in record tine, much to the amazement of the British
Rks in charge. :

. : . During March '42, llujors G.!M. Walker and Drumsond
! . -end ‘Cart Walker were BO0S to Canade, and lajor Amy SOS
to Arny. Major Reld R. was TOS to cownend 10th Bty,
end Capt K.A, NMurdock was promoted to Major to corwand
7th Bty. '

i COWNOLD ) With the coming of finer weather tovards the end
- , of April, 2nd Fd Negt weas relieved of its cogst defencs
o : role and moved to Cowfold under vanuas, The contrest
was Tierce but very necescery. - 7th and 8 Btys had their

tents on the lower part of & slope hut in firly open
ground. Lliey were plogued with small flies, 10th. BLy
was just under the biow of the sane slope emon. troes
ané when it reined, which was not inrrequentlly, %iey
received & Jrolonged dose and dried out very slowly.
The water supply wes brought in frowm the locel Lains
by regimeuntsl mechenics who hed not vllowed & preut
enougch width of tubs to the top of the hill so thet wll
could get water et once, snd arrer: ements hed to be made
for 7th or 8th 5Bty to stop using their faucets until
10th Bty hed its turn at the water. Hardenin_ exercises
accompanied this .$oughening of living condi tions and
constant checks were ordered to be sure thet every man
: -wae complete as to equipument. Within a few weeks the legie
v had that feeling of being fit egain, end after a successful
" firing cemp (sgein at Builth) returned to the aree at
Burwash feeling fit for fighting »nd that they had no
superiors.and preatically no-equals.
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_ WIGERY buring the stey et Cowfold, the Regiment
. SCHEN participated in one of the largest exercises ever
. held in kpgland. The exercise wus culled Tiger and
‘precticelly all units in the Southern Command tock
part; It lasted 10 days, 20 May - 30 liay, and
hardly a day passed without a heavy rain storm.
The scheme went very smoothly and -the niv Arty
assisted the infantry in a quick move by loading
. . them onto their vehicles till the trucks groened under
the added weight, and transported them nearly 100
. nmiles., This ‘move surprised*the "enemy", and the
, assistence was greatly eppreciated by the PoB. I,
' : - who had merched well over one hundred miles during
the exercise, .

. Changes in commend during this period were
; o Major H.S, Griffen to take comd of 14 ¥d kegt, and
. . Mejor G.Vw. Henna comes in his place as 2 i/c.

inspections were held by - Lt.Uen B.Lu.
‘ Montgomery, Brig. Brownfield, CCHA, and liajor Gen
s . : H.L. Salmon, new GOC 1 Cdn biv.

L Div Arty lays down barrages wt Alfriston for
S T the infantry, who advnace behind the fire. This is
1 , the first time it has been done. An unfortunete
: : , accident occurred when one round fell short and killed
s A . three PrCLIs. ‘'he 2nd i'd was not rewponsiblefor this
= o although the boys felt that the gunnsrs hud ret their
X ) infantry down.
N W . : .

. 25 - PDRs, While at Burwash the reglment weg equipped with -
b ) 25 pdrs and the old 18/25s were turned in. The new
3 “gun was recelved with enthusiam and liked from the
’ d veéry start. They were taken to tastbourne in the nove’
: : to lake over let line coast defense egeain. unce agein
ﬁ_ 2nd ¥d was in support of 2 CIB. The role was similsr
T to that of the previous.Brighton period. Pogitions

prepared for occupstion with the regiment sitting in
: billets ready to move at & moment's notice.

- . L On 23 Nov, Lt.Col. lledland tskes coud of 4 A/.k
Reyt and Lt.Col, Il.il. Hapgue errives as new C.u. '
COMBLNLD Yroaining wes intensifled-in &1l brenches of
ors work, dnd 4fter 2nd bLiv's pleppe reid, there wus auch
TRAINING © to study cnd much to leern in lendings. un 28 nov,
thy drivers and certsin other personunel of kul, 1 & b
Bltys leuve for s week's treining ut hollesuy sna fsle
of rute on waterproofing and combined opg. loth. sty
v left 2 few days after their return for ireiuing in
) assault landings with the 48th Bn from 1 CIB.

PR ——

. .CHRIST11AS They returned to celebrate Curistuas with e
3 . slap-up dinner on 2 January. Tth. Bty uad left for
1942 firing practice et Seunybridge, (Jeles) and celebr: led

. Christuas with dinner on roxing day. Eth. "ty hwu
thelrs on the 2bhtl, Although this yewr on & Wiy
basis, ell Christuaes dinuners were & rollicking succens,

° the Btys spariung no cure in sessuring thet all

preparations were sus perfect as could he,
]
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Hit end run reiders were the chisf evidepce
of enemy activity wround Eustbourne, and on oue
occasion at least, the gunuers of one buttery turued
a raid to their own purpose. 7This certain uoruing, tne
Bty Comdr wes holding one of the many full dress pPureades
of the time, but to the gunners'-dismeythe ccntents of
the haversecke started to be checked. liow, every pood
gunner there knew thet the smartest and liphtest way
of cerrying o haversack on parade was to have nothing
in it but & stiffening of thin metel or cerdboard and
the regulation amount of the ground sheet showing;
mess tins, holdall, housewife, towel, socke and £o on
being conveniently concesled in blanket folds for the

‘occéasion, The inspection hed barely sterted when the

sudden rour of en engine wnd the oruckle and zing of
machine guns end bullets drove everybody heltor skelter
for cover, But, cover for these gunners wac their
blanket rolls. Fifteen minutes later, a perfect
pearade wgs held. :

1l Cdn Corps less 1 Cdn Div goes on exercise
Spertan for 15 days. Tirst Liv hes to teke over the
whole Corps &rea. Btys are at Firle Psrk, tlynde and
Polegate. On coumpletion of the schews, the old
positions at Eastbourne are tgain occupled.

A brief glance at the tectlcal setup of the
Southern Commend so far as lst Div Unils are concerned
at this time (latter 1942} will be in place here. .
The then Lt.Gen., B,L. lontgomery was GOC and had under
his command verious British and Canadien bivisions und
smaller units, emong which wes Tirst Cdn Div, under
command of lNMajor Gen. H.L. Sulmon, Pefensive positions
from which to resist eny eltempt at invesion vwers
prepared end developed slong the length of the Cheanel
coast from Hampshire to Kent, and especially of course,
in the more vulnereble perts. That stretch of coast
line from west of Brighton to east of Beachy Hend where
the South Downs abut on the channel wes the gpecisl care
of Canadian units, end First and Second bivs, with short
reliefs from Third, alternated along this stretch.
Behind this forward static zone a second line of defense
was prepared based on extreme mobility and stretched
more or less along the southern slopes of the North
Lowns, the idea being that a required concentration of
force could be brought to bear on a given point in =
very short time. The earlier schemes of the late '40
and early '41 were designed to make this plan simple
and effective, but later on in '41 und during ‘42,
though the defensive aspect wes never lost sight of,
the exercises were designed for offensive warfare, for
it will be remembered that with the defeat of the
Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain, and the burning of
Germany's collection of shipping in the French channel
ports, (then kept secret, but strongly rumoured in
various weays) the immediete fear of invasion died down.
And, after the German etteck on Russia and especially
when it was fully reelized that the hussians had & really
formideble army, it wes generally felt that any invasion
of Britein was indefinitely postponed, so thoughts and
plans for offensive action were turned towards.

!
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The entry of the United States of America into.
the war as an open belligerent in December 1941
encouraged snd forwarded these plans. In 1942 Gen
Montgomery left the Couthern Command with high preise
for the Canadians, to become GOC 8th Army at Alamein.
It was hoped then, that considerably more than "observers"
would go from the Canadian Forces to Africa, but the
Divisions chomping at the bit watched’ from England the
advence from Alamein, the invesion of lrench N Africs
and the culmination of the N Africa Campaign in ''unisie.

.Those fortunate enough to be selected as "observers"

EXEROISH
"y K SHY

were envied above all, the newest gunner hung on Hiws
words and the old hands re-assorted their idess.

This was altogether different from Dieppe. Dieppe was
felt to have been a failure, asnd though careful analysis
of mistekes may lead to correct ection later, the
imitation of successful action is so much simpler, snd
here was success, resl solid success and no mere flesh
in the pan, 'he Second Liv had hed a chance at bLieppe
and First Liv considered that the next engayement of any
sort in which Canadiens served should be theirs.

It was, of course, and now we must go back a few months
to review the training and preparations that went
forward in 1942 end 1943 for the gssault on Sicily.

We left the Keglment at wastbourne carrying out
intensive trainingz. Now to conclude this treining, the

regiment with 1 Cdn viv leaves on 5 apr for a six de -

exercise 'Welsh", ¥ire and movement is practised end

‘many posns ere ocgupied, Firing 1s done at Alfriston,

Salisbury I'lains, and finelly at Sennybridce, Wales.
The regiment moves to Builth end starts back to
Eastbourne on 16 Apr. :

On 24 Apr, Capt. r.W. Fullerton is promoted to
the rank of lajor, and to take comd of 8th Bty. On 26 apr

- Capt. J.0. Howitt takes over the duties of Adjutant.

REVISEW
o¥
PROGRESS ,

o Nore new vehicles are now coming in and by Hay
the regiment was excellently equipped throughout.

i Three years and six months had gone by since they
disembarked from the kmpress of Britein and since now

the regiment enters on what may be called its battle life
an attempt will be made to review shortly the achieveuments
of this prolonged period of preparation.

In December 1939 the best that cculd be said of
the Regiment was that it was a motly collection of
enthusiastic amateurs playing et soldiers., There were
exceptlons among the senior officers, and of course the
C.0, realized whet an enormous task lay before him,
There were a few old soldiers who thought they had
learned.- everything before Nov 1918, there was a leavening
of NPAM soldiers who had a glimmering of militery life,
but few, so very few, realized what the score wus, were,
as the saying still goes, "in the picture". by lerge
they were civiliens having a lark, ready to toe the line
in order not to have their fun cut short. They had
assumed their fancy dress of khaki drsb for the coaming
ball, were prepered to enjoy the evening, call it a day
and get back once asgain to their civilian life.

They sguawked when the party fell short of their
expectations.
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They had nothing wherewith to fight & war ssve
thelr unbounded enthusiam and cocksurseness, &nd, though
they did not realize it then, the patient guidence of
their leaders. No guns, no transport, not even rifles
save 4 few 0ld type Lee Enfields used for training.

We have seen them little by little ecquire guns,
transport and equipment. We have seen them kneaded into
a cohesive unit, with growing pride in that unit.

The flare of that pristine enthusiasm died down, flickered
then caught a sure flame that has grown steadily end
never failed since, The rapidity with which this was
achieved, considering that the regiment started drom
scratch and without exteraal backing speasks wonders for
that spirit thet inspired them and the leadership of
thelr officers. :

When the regiment returned from firing camp in
May 1940, it was a cohesive unit, trained equipped and
ready, oh so ready, to do battle anywhere with anything,
and the flame of their morale was perhaps never higher
than when ordered to embark for ¥rence. The cancellation
of this order wes en undoubted disappointment but the
flame still burnt steadily, for it was known that the
time would most certeinly come when they could prove
thelr mettle. And, if et this point three years later
when the chance arrived there was not that flere of 1940

- it was because the flame was more deep-seated and the
thoroughly trained soldier had learned not to dissipate
the fuel of his emotions on tenporary bonfires,

Commends had changed, officers and men had ‘come
and gone but the regiment wes stil) the kegiment, and if
honoured in its commanders, these commanders could feel
no less honoured in having such men under them. .

S50 we see, Lt.Col Hague, LSO, ED, in place of Lt.Col.
“Tremaineé, the Bty Commanders, lMajors Murdock, Fullerton,
and Reid, of the 7th, 8th, and 10th, instead of Dickie

and Anderson of the m\HC¢w and 7/35th. Changed commanders
changed men, changed organization, full equipment instead
of nothing, fully trained soldiers instead of civilians

‘at play. But that one unchanged thing ‘'without which the
soldier is nothing worth, that spirit that overcomes ull
difficulties, that laughs at huwzards, that inspires Lhe
dying to cheer, the esprit de corps, the morale.

KTLMARNOCK S0 many tiues haed rumour reported the definite uste

MAY 1943

L

e -

and theatre of actionthet when on 2 liay 1943 the regiment
left Xastbourne for Kilmarnock, Scotland, very few of

the gunners couldreally believe they were on the eve of
their chance. But ‘when on their arrivel work weat Torward
night and dey to complete the allotted tusks of collecting
new vehicles, painting, water-proofing and lashing oown
stores and equipgent in them, few doubts renghned tiat
something big was in the air, and when they were addressed
by Major tGen. G:.C. Simonds, CBE LSO, G.0.C., 1 Cdn Liv

and Lt.Gen A.G.L. licNaughton, CB CUG L30, G.0,6 1 Cdn Aruy
the men end junior officers were only left to guess where,

HIABARKAUWYON - tmberkation sterted on 1U June at scattered points
oJUNt 1943 on the west coast of Scotland, and wes completed by the

13th.. Ancliors were weighed on the night of 13714,
end on ithis latter dey the convoys were saen forwming into
the largest sew-horne invesion force ever hétherto sttented,
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A Itls composition is beyond the scope of this
monograph, suffice it to sey thal the Keginment and its
equipuent wes distributed'in several LSTs snd trogp ships,
When the convoys passed the Straits of Gobralter, guesses
began to be more accurcte and in a couple of days the
official anrouncement of destination end -general intentions
was broadcest to the Div in an inspiring measape by lLujor-
Gen Simonds. The 1ted Patch was to do battle alongside
end under command of the Crusaders' Sword of the 8th Arny.

The trip up. to now had been uneventful, but on the
‘evening of 4 July, when "E" Tp was waiting to hear the BBC
‘9 o'clock news bulletin, a torpedo struck their ghip, the
"City of Venice". At this time they were some 8 miles
off .Algiérs and not being too badly holed all but two of
“E" p, ddi Lowe ., and Bdr Laniels H., wers got off
safely and taken by rescue boats that hed travelled with

.- ~the convoy into Algiers. - All of "E" Tp equipment was

lost with the vessel end this was the only loss suffered

by the Regiment on the Sicily expedition up to the time

of landing on the besches of rachino. It has bLeen a
complaint of "E" Ip that were abosrd thet this mishep lost
thew the 1939-43 Star, for though they were coupletely
re~equipped in Africa, they did not get to Sicily until

24th Aug, too late by five weeks to qualify for the Ctar,

In addition they had to stund the taunt of "Rainbow Uivision®
because they arrived when the storm was over.

As the main armade neared Sicily, the weather turned
squally, but even so and even in spite of the excellent
air cover it was a very pleasant surprise to ell that the
Germans did not press attacks at sea or when the beaches
were crowded with landing craft end the inshore waters with
all manner of shipping.  The landing on the beuches ut
Pachino went forward like clockwork under the very able
direction of the Navy, and practically without interference,
so much in contrast to whet had been expected that there
‘'was a sense of anti-climex. . The guns of the Regiment
were those first ashore in the Division and 8th Bty
reported in action at 2000 hrs on 10 July, in support of the
H & P.E. Regt, ~7Tth Bty and 10th Bty less "E" Tp were in
. action about the same time but targets were lacking.

Morale was high and any thought that the beach-head
might not hold or that the regiment was not at the beginning
of a successful campaign doesn't seem to heve entered any-
one's head. The regiwent knew that it might have equals,
but. none superior. . It hed confidence in its infentry
of the lst. Bde and confidence in the rest of the Livision.
It desplsed the Iteliaens with which 1t was first faced end
wanted to see whether these Germans were sll they were
cracked up to be, ¢ -

Once established ashore, investigetion soon produced
fresh fruit and green vegetables to modify the tinned and
concentrated rations that accompenied the landing. Also
in & short timecontact was mede with “vino"™ , a contact
never lost in the months of the Sicilien end Italian
‘campeigns that followed. . :

The hebit of "borrowing' chickens and small pigs
was easlly acquired and as one gunner expressed it, "uany
a time in the heat of battle, & chicken or even a small pig
would bei growing to perfection over a curefully concealed
fire."
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Cooking over the contents of Ch ITII bag was soon
discarded owing to the unwelcome savour ceveloped.,

) On the night of the 10th. the regiment witnessed
the greatest display of AA fire they hed ever seen.
Everything from machine guns to Hy AA guns on land and
from ships lying off shore put up a berrege against a
raiding force of Jerry planes. Nothing they hed ever sseen
in kngland during the blitz could compare with this
concentrated fire. . .

.
.

After putting in one short counter attack with
armour at Yechino airfield on the afternoon of the 10th.,
the "Byties" made a "strategic" withdrewal, one that was
destined to carry on throughout the campaign. With our
infantry pursuing the enemy, the regiment hed to movs
forward to keep within range.

While moving up the roed.in convoy, two s flying
in fest, strafed the vehicles, but the regiment did nct
get a scratch except perhaps from cectus plents encountered
when the shelter of the ditch at the side of the road
was sqgught.

The following day the Regiment moved sgein, arriving
in position at dusk three miles from Ispira. Scarcely
had the men bedded down when they were rudely awaskened
by small arms fire in the position, raratroeps hed been
dropped in the regimental area, and LHMU3 ¢nd Thompsons
gent chattering fire at anything thet moved. After
several minutes of this, it was discovered thet the

-intruders were Americans who had been dropped off their

course, They had five cesualties from this snouunter,
none fatal.

At first light, the guns were on the move a eain

and travelled approximately thirty miles before taking
.up a position south of Ragusa.

At epproximately 1100 hrs
13 July, the first rounds in anger are fired, Sgt.
Hollingshead, E. of "¥Y Tp claiming the first round.

The target was Ragusa, and 8 rounds per gun were fired.
This was: the first time the infantry hed seen what we
could do other than ride around in comfort getting in
their way. They were soon to learn the worth of the

gunners, and find their unit incomplete without & ¥.0.0.

The biivision sees its Army Commander today and
finds him the perfect inspecting Genersl. Iastead .of
inspecting the units formed up as & parede, he stood in
his car and had &ll ranks gather around for en inforual
address., The regiment wes very lmpressed and happy to be
in the 8th Army under "HMonty's" command.

The 51st. Highland DLivision on the right 1s now
meeting some resistence and 1 Cdn Div moves up nearly 100
miles to give support on the left flank. A position is
occupied south ot Vizzini emid piles of rocks with no cover.
During the night concentrations are fired in &nd sround
Vizzini end the infantry tukes the town.

Resistance is stiffening somewhat but the advance still
goes op at guod speed.
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Grammichele and Caltugirone are tsken and our forces
are wsll beyond. The hegiment occupied positions on the
outskirts of Piazza Armerina to support the infantry who
were held up by enemy on high ground near Valguernera.

A Div concentration was brought down on the enemy positions
with good results and the 2nd Bde pushes through toward
Leone Forte. Heavy resistance is being met on the outskirts
of the towh and the advance is halted.

¥ire plans are laid on for the 2 CIB who will attack
Leone Forte and for the 1 CIB for an assault against Assoro
located on the peak of a very dominant feutiee on the right.

Near the regimental area and approximestely 200 yds
from the 10th Bty's position a huge enemy amwunition dump
exploded, sending masses of shrapnel, rmud, flames and sioke
hundreds of feet in the air. The concussion could be fhlt
a thdusand yards away snd four men near by were injured and
one men, Gonr Colborn, S. killed. It was belleved to heve
been booby~trapped and set off by a tiue fuze,

After artillery concentrations the enemy were forced
from their positions in Leone Forte by the PPCLI and Assaro
fell to 1 CIB. The left flank was exposed to the enewy
as the Americans had not closed the gap at Leone lorte as was
previously reported. The PPCLI therefore remained in the
town awaiting their errival while the viv vwoommama along
"their axis of advance toward Agira.

In a view of the general situestion of the whole front
we find on the right the Br 13 Corps being stopped in the
Catania Pleins by heavy defenses, 1 Cdn Liv prepering for
the push through Agira toward Catanisa, It was known that
the enemy was concentrating eround Mount ktne, t'he Awmericans
on the left had taken Caltemlssetta and hed us ﬁzmww
objective talermo.

Big prepearations were made for the attack on Apira.
Artillery concentrstlons were lald on und geverul squedrons
of bombers were to support the advancs. The 1tClis end
48th Highlanders made the attack and were stopped approx-
imately halfway at Nissoria. With well positioned A/%k
guns, mortars and machine guns, the enemy held our force
here for two days. 1In the mdamow six Sherman tanks were
"hrewed &w: under thes accuratses fire of these cuncealed guns.

. Cept. L. Lightstone and F.0.0. party in R¥ were
allowed by the infantry to drive unsuspectingly pest the
¥OLs end "advanced" several hundred yards before meeting
any resistance. After a quick exchange of fire, the party
made a strayetic withdrewel, firmly convinced thet the
Germans were defintiely unfriendly..

. On the evening of the 26th. & 300 round per gun biv
barrage is laid down on the high ground around Nissorie.
It was a perfect barrege snd the PrCLIs edvence close
behind with little opposition.

T'he Amercisans linked with our forces &t Leone mcwwm
and there is now & solid front from one side of the islund
to the other.
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The edvance wes continued end Agire fell Lo the FreLI
ufter some stifr street fighting. 2 CIB wus xelieved Ly the
Br 231 Malta brigade,

The enemy hes. wore arty than hus previously beon
encountered end the verinent's position west of apiirs wi..
shelled, * Gnr liooney, K. wgs wounced by shrepnel end 1g b,
Bty. had o gun tire punctured when a shell lswaud cloce

‘-

Un 1 Aug, the first reiu storm is evpericnced since
landing and for an nour the clouds open snd epill wown
everything in torrentes. buying the stolnn tue recdient ove.
20 uiles. to take up a position tinee wilen va Lhe souti ol
Agira. This detour is necessery due Lo s blown bridees.
Contentrations arc rired in support or 31 %“ae wno Luok «
high feature west of Regulbuto eftel hoevy riguting ena

many cesualties., Gur Brown, uls, 8th. Bty ves killsa by

mortur fire while on KOO with Hajor P.w. ¥ulleston with
231 Bds. '

On 4th. Aug. Dtegolbuto is in our hunds &lftel veiy, -LIQL
fighting. An unfortupate thing happencd hen due Lo hac
liason, Awericans diropped bomhs on the town some bours efter

our troops had entered,

Several positions ure taken up end sone riring wone.
Host noves are wscross country through dust which is so tnick
one cannot see the truck in foent. The inluntry nushes well
ahead end the slopes of flount Etne which have Leen in sight
for some duys ere reached wnd Adrano tsken. Hoving Lo a
new posgition at night the convoy comes under fire when
crossing e beidge but there sre no cacuslties. After
crossing gowme of the most difficult grouad ever travelned,
the gun position is st last reached, Tiis wues tu be the
last position occupied in Sicily.

Last shots of the Sicilisn campaign were fired on
6 Aug as far es the regiment was concerned, and a short
sharp showerfailed to make any impression on the dust.
In the last position, a Mitchell bomber crashed in flames
in 8 Bty position on a hill ebove RH(Q ceusing twenty uine
casualties, seven of wiiich were fatal. Crpt. wlliott unu
Lieut. Macloueld vere nuion, those suffering Crosi buri,
and Lieut. Jogeun cdied of hiv after helping obtuers Lo sefoly.
The Regtl C.P. wue burned cut and such recordi s welu Licle
lost, A lew deys betore the regiment hed ween “epwvlluto
bombed by Allied planes sud been angry by this careless
misteke, Their own ceseé could hot hsve bLeen evoided, but
what & gruesome epiteph 0 o four weeks butille tuzt an
accident should, in a few seconds, kill eud wound mol'e ey
than the battle itseld. A leworial Service wab held Tor Loas
lost conrades und those others fallen in battle, tico Lhe
Reginent straightened its shoulders to take stock of itwdr,
Nothing hsd been asked ot it that the kegiment could not uo
and do well with eherigies snd resources tu spure.
If this was tLhe resl thing, then it hed nothing on truining
end guve besides the added satisfection of accomplishing
something definite.

The Repiment telt a pride in 1tself such ss never could
heve been enjoyed without uction, It had Leen proved in the
line &nd found not wanting, moreover, it hed found itoelfl
of most surely tempered metal.
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Some three weeks were spent dear Scordis and the
days were regularized by morning parade st 0§30 hrs, a
rest period from 1100 - 1600 hrs, and a long pants and
mepacrine parade at 1930 hrs. The rest period corresponds
to the siesta normal in hot climates during the heat of
the day, and the direct sun was avoided by all save the
swimming parties in the $imeto River, which was comparatively
cold, or the Mediterranean, which was warm. The 1930 perade
made sure that as many personal precautions as possible
were taken against contrecting maleria. In spite of these
precautions, on one day alonse, 17 men were evacuated as
malerial cases. In the intervels, as tihe necessary work
on guns, Vvehlicles and equipment was completed, the Legiment
found more time to dedicate itself to sports, aud was
beaten in the Div Arty sporis meet only by the narrow
marglin of one point by the 2 LAA. Supervisor Stuples
of the YMUA showed & number of films, and movies were .
enjoyed also at Scordia alrfield by courtesy of an
American Gp of the RAY, :

The 20th. Aug is outstanding in that the legiment
saw and heard the commander of the renowned 8th Army,
General- Montgomery, who, ‘erriving half en hour earlier
than the time expected, forgave the trumpeter, who from
emotion could not blow & note of the (ieneral Salutse,
with & pleasent wave of his hend, and celled the parude
around his jeep from which he gave a 20 mipnute talk.

He gaid thet he had specially asked for the rirst uiv

and that they had proved thut he was right by their
magnificient showing: that there would be more wund
herder battles to fight and more glory to be won, but what
had begun &} Alamein would most surely not stop sfort of
Rome and the Alps beyond. He wes glsd to huve the hivision
with him on this, the first invesion of the enemy homelsnd.
"™outy" was beartily und sincerely cheered snd sll thoue
on parade felt fine. 'here was to lhuve been unother

star day, but due to the enorwmous press of engegenents,
Gneral McNaughton could not maeke his visit.

Equipment for the new "E" Tp was drawn end the
troop re-orgenized. The personnel that had been
torpedoed and sent to North Africa arrived beck and =
few days later the resr party from Scotland rejoined the
Reginment. o the Unit is now well up tou strength,

On the last days of the month final preperations
were made for the exercise BAYIOUN, vehicles were lowded,
some assault and others 1li;ht scele, und & rear porty
was wulraenged, The first stege of the move vie Cutunia
and Messine to & dry river bed some three miles south of
S.lerese wous nede on lst. tept. A duy wus spent hers iu
final sdjustments, end the sdvence party suiled with the
infantry from Augusta at 2300 hrs, to be followea Ly the
Regiment the next dey, to the beeches north of heggio .

A few hours of excited waibing wers entertainingly pussed

by watching the V.grspite snd cother battleships pouring

15" (and lesser) salvoes intc the shore installations.

By 1700 hrs the Kegiment wes over the streits end in action
but there was no fighting, some slight shell fire and

alr activity only.
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Gunners not on duty found girl friends and from the
ruins of.Reggiod presented them with coats and dresses of their
choices, and from personal contect got en edded kick out of
the pamphlets that described how careful the Italians were
of their womenfolk, how correspondingly careful they them~

selves should be of the knives of the men, and of the
sheer brute strength of the women., Two casualties were
buffered in this area, when a pick bitting buried
ammunition caused it to blow up.

The Regiment, either moving as a whole with Bde
or by independent Batteries with Bns, was on the move with
‘Tew rests during the whole of Sept. Demolitions, blown
bridges, German resrguards, tortuous and narrow mountain
roads, the weather itself in these mounteins ell vied with
each othor to harrass and impede the race north to link
up with the Salerno bridgehead. .

Trouble ‘'with Itelien troops, never much, was over
on the announcement on the 8Bth. of Italy's unconditional
surrender, save for the cloying friendliness of that -

"we never wanted to fight you" attitude that disgusted all
the allied troops so thoroughly.

Monasterace, Saverato, Montanro, were passed und
Cantanzaro reached and it was here that an 8th Bty universal
carrier struck a mine, killing Gnr Pilers L., and injuring
Sgt. Spottiswood, V. and Gnr Hope k. 1t was here that
kits were cleaned of all German and Italian wespons and
articles of kit.

1+ INSPECYION There was swimming st Cantanzero Marina, and lajors

- BY © ' Gen Simonds, GOC 1 Div gsve an address to the Livisional

;. MAJ~-GEN Artillery. Then, offivers end men, refreshed and stimulated
i SIMONDS. end the vehicles end guns clesned, and maintained, the tiek

was resumed with the same impediments as before, by Crotaus,
Coriglianl, SYpezzano, Treblsacce, Scanzano., One day's wmmn
of 137 miles took 15 hrs. Here at Scanzano, the Regiumen
was deployed in action but spent a week at sports and
digesting and answering e larger mail (21 bags) than they
had received in a long time. - On again aldng the Adrietic
coast by Mottola, Uloia, Senterano, Altamura, Gravina,
Spinazzola and at Minervino were sttached to Col. Nerousto's
force for support, except the 10th Bty, which was moved with
the RCR. ¥rom Minervino via Canosa, Cerignola and rFoggle
(the station area just bombed and Burnt out ruins) to
Lucera, where the 10th was found in mction, and the rest

of the hegiment went into action in the sume area. .

"United egain, and supporting their own 1 CIB, the
Regiment was now entering on the exercise thet haed as its
objeot the clearing of the hilly country around and the
capture of Caumpobasso. The first objective was the little
town of Motta, and it soon beceme obvbous that the Germans
intended to contest any advence fiercely. In this they
were alded not only by holding the higher grouund which
exposed all moveS to observation, but also by the wesather
which hed turned very wet, softening the marpins of the
narrow roads end limiting deployment to the proximity of
"firm ground.

A
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Motta teken, S.lMarco next lay in the path of the
advance, and was reported by civilians to be defended by
600 "Tedeschi™ who were glven a foreteste of things to come
by Regimental concentrations. The barrage prepared for
cover of the infantry sadvencing on S.lMarco was pecularly
difficult owing to the extremely uneven ground it hed to
cover, and the results though fairly satisfactory, were
not as perfect as the Kegiment would have desired, But MG
nests that were missed received special attention when
located by FO0s or the air OP and . 3, Marco fell. -

After a very effective fire plan iired at high elevations
from east of Volturara, the 3rd Bde advanced without
opposition and the Regiment was out of range.- No casualties
were suffered from shelling in this short action, but while
firing on Motta, a premature in a 10th Bty gun destroyed
everything but the undercarriage, killed Gar Burley end
injured Bdr Gill and caused two minor casualties,

Another accident occurred in the 10th. Bty, when & shell
being extracted from a gun exploded and rulned the plece,
killing the No. 1, Sgt. Reid, L.L., and severly wounding
the No.5, Bdr. McAllister It.H., who lost hoth arms.

Lieut. Bruce's cerrier hit a mine near his 0P, ceusing

"‘casualties that the MO, Capt. Fhair, went to attend to on

v

" TAKING
OF

the spot.

The Regiment following wswocmw wmud end reain the
advancing infantry, moved along the Fortiore Liiver to

*CAMPOBASSO positions east of Jelsi, which was still under heavy eneny

fire, and further short moves with little firing brought

the Regiment by 16 Oct to the SW outskirts of Campobasso

with that town still on the enemy HF list. From these
positions besides CB tasks, some very useful observed shooting
was done. One particularly good OFP wes loguted in the old
castle in town, which since it had been strengthened with

‘thick concrete as & memoriel of the 1915-18 war, provided

excellent protection from the persistent attention of the
enemy artillery. With the fell of Busso and &.Stefano to
the RCks, the Regiment was again out of rangze, a fact which
caused Lt.Col. Hague to go on the war path to Div. Arty.
Lt.-Col. Hague's protestations got the kegiment within Trange
egailn with a fire plan for 2 CIB and easing forward by
batterises, the Regiment did some CB shoots for AGRA, ‘I'p sunoots
for 00s, an air shoot for the CKA end a Kire plen for 1 CIH
until the aree of Campobasso was cleared and 5 piv

had teken Isernia. Cesnaltlies were suffered from enerny
shelling. Bth. Bty. had Sgt. Labelle killed and Gnrs
Handfort and Potts and L/Bdr Certer wounded. 7 Bty hed
Gnrs Doxsee and Lavigne wounded, later died of wounds, and
Gnr Stapleford, a LR was presumsed PW when Be did not return
from a run after 72 hours. .

Meantime the weather had cleared and battle dress wes
discarded for K.DL. Parties were allowed into Campobasso
to see shows (a DLiv concentration shook the theatre during
the showing of "Lady Jamilton") and buy Christmas presents.
The enemy shelling in end arnund the town wes u»mﬁm.:saxaQ
save that a legimentul statistician wmade en estimste ¢t 701
duds and examined some to find them filled with sawdust -
due thenks to the subotaging activities of forced labour.
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During the recent desultory action under miserable
conditions two things warmed the Regiient with pride,
One wss the announcement of the award of LSO to Lt.Col lague
for his work in Sicily, an asward the ltegiment felt had been
most richly earned. Fatient and untiring in his work,
encouregeing and stimuleting in his example, the Kegiment
loved,admired end respected this CO, to whom they felt they
owed it that they made a name for themselves. The other
was in having Capt W/ B3/ Phair, an MO untiring in his
attention to the heslth of the Repiment, while reprimending
their carelessness in nelerial regions and devising mesns-
to enforce preceutions. He never skimped his attentions
to the sick. Back in Scordie he obtained the necessary
authority to use force to evacuate eivilian typhus cuses and
kept the Regiment clear of this plague. In the event of
accidents or wounds on gun positions or in OPs, regerdless
of danger, their MO wes there and when neesr Jelsi, he found
many wounded infantry needinyg asttentionh that only meant
still less rest. Though, of,course it wes not knows at
this time, it was for his daring and excellent work as FOOU
with the H & YE Regt that Lieut. AfL/. Carpenter won his
MC. All through the Regiment there wes a mutual feeling
of confidence between officers and men thet in fact persiste
to this day., )

Before proceeding further, a word of gratitude for
the Engineers is in plece here. Viithout thelr repid and
excellent work on rogds, bridges and mines, the liegimont
could never have moved. It helped as it could with smoke
screens and HF tasks but with thelr trensport tied to the
few narrow roads and their bridge sites forced upon them
by nature they were constantly liable to eneny observed or
harassing fire, yet their work went forward night end day.

The Regiment had distinguished visitors during this
perios, including the new GOC 1 Cdn Div, liajor-Gen Vokes,
Brig. Matthews, CRA, the BIRA of AGRA and Lt.Col Adams,
of the PLDG )

On th'e 8 Nov, the Regiment came out of the line to
a temporary erea on the western outskirts of Cempobusso.
The few houses were occupied but the majority of the wen
were under canves. Rain was & daily cccurence and now snow
was seen on the mountain tops. A recce was nade for more
appropriate winter quarters end found eventuslly in
Ripalemasano, where it wes considered that health stundards
could be nainteined. Meanwhile 30% of the Regliment wes

‘allowed in town daily after the morning's work.

The inhabitents of the town and aerea viere very glud to nave
the Cansediens end they received a royal weluvomse. In Tauct
as one gunner has noted, the prices were not raised for a
full 24 hpurs after their arrival. The city of Cenpobesso
itself was made‘a rest and recreational centre for the whole
Division. (Familiadr Canédien names were stencilled on
streets and squares, Hotels and restaurants, taeken over

by -units of the Auxiliary Services, swung out signs that would

read. anything from the dignity of the "Bewver Club" or
"Royal York Hotel" to the familiarity of "Joe's Snack sar'.
Theatres were appropriated for the entertainument of the
troops with films and stage shows.

-
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Campobasso was generelly voted & good show, but
nobody was sorry to get on the move again. A continuovus.
line now stretched across Itely from well north of the Bay
of Neples to south of Cassino and over the Appenines to the

-.north side of the Sangro river, which hed just been forced
by the 8th Army after a terrific artillery barrage.

BACK IN ' The Repiment crossed the Sangro end took up positions

ACTION ° npear Fossacessia on 3 bec. Yhe 1lmpetus of the push over
. 3 DKEC the Sangro took the 8th Army snd the KRegiment with it, by
. 1943 the 5th to Yan Vito and the line of the lioro river, the

ww.. dﬂwammwmmmio<musxwosa:mt»<:mazoscowoﬁom..
) The Adrietic coest aof ltaly ie a fairly level stirij
of plein some 20 to 40 kms wide between the foothills of the
Appenines, and the Adriatic séa snd between 200 and 400
o . . metres abouve sea level, But the rushin;; torrents frowm
. - ‘the Apennines have cut theumselves deep ,gorges into tuis

' e plain so thet while tommunications east cnd west are fuirly
easy, those north and south enguunter at very short alstences
these precipitous gorges. There is no coestel plain.
The railway thet runs along the coest line is laid on the
beach or tunnels through the rock where the beach gives out.
The coast roed, in order to touch the towns which for
reasons of health (and probebly in older times, protection)
are perched high on the razor edges of promontories, descends
) ) and climbs each gorge with blind corners and hwmirpin bends
i :  to the bridgeeble podnts, The one or two otier N/S roeds furt
. - ‘inlend &re of the came nature but of inferior quality.- :
An idesl country for defensive warfeare, yet such was the
_ spirit of the troops that they freely talked of outflanking
L i and teking Rome by Christmas. Ays, and they would have
: done so but that greater snd less costly plans were in
D the meking by ‘the High Command.

H
'

"CROSSING * "The areas suitable for the deployment of field guns

OF THE in such a country are necegsarily limited and olive trees
MORO = are very poor cover, ‘he positions the liegiment hed to

RIVER. . occupy near San Vito were exposed and difficult and there
e was heavy shelling of them day and night, and the Regluent
e lost a nuuber killed and wounded. The first cusuglty however,
BN o was Capt. Carter, who was wounded when F0OOing with the

. Seaforths in the first steges of the battle on the north

‘ side of the river. So fierce were the German counter attacks
that et one time 1t was thought that he and his party had
been captured. But heving forced their way to the river,
the H & Pk Regt and 2 Bde Beld on grimly. T'he #00s with
the forward companies calling sgein end sgain for fire on
targyets on the opposite banks. ‘The story of the forcing
of the Moro river belongs to the infantry, not that the
artillery was not constantly engaging eneny strong points ,
machine gun posts and guns, but the rugged ena steep slope
. gave perfect observetion and protection for an enemy
determined to make every foot of ground a costly busiaess.
On the gun positions Gnr Brissard and fgt. Lyons were
killed end Sgt. Curie(seriously) and two gunners wounded.
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In the teking of S. Leonardo on 9 bec, Col. Hague
0 lost an erm and Capt keton was also wounded. Lt.Col.
Stewart Joges was to replsce Col. Hapue s C,0. RIIf, kitchen
was hit by a shell but there were no cesualties. Now on
flatter ground, the legiment could give more effective
support. Yet while the i & Y& Regt was successful in
gaining its objectives on the left of the S.,Leonsrdo -
Ortona road, the Loyal Eduontons were forced back from that
hardily contested crossroads later known as bLundee, at
the village of Casa Berardi. Not confined to its own front
the Regiment fired.-a 150 r.p.g. barrage and fire plantor
the 8th. Indian Div ¢on the left which enabled them to close
to the Crecchio roazd and took part in the barrage laid
down for 3 CIB advancing slong the coast. =~ #0668 oud-

- With 500 r.p.g. dumped and eight FOUs out, the Regiuent

wag réady to support the attack 1 CIB would meke on Casa
Berardi and lundee X-roads on the 18th. The objective
was finelly teken on the 19th, '

Further to those elreedy mentioned, the Regiment
lost in thess positions near S. Vito, Gnr barker of § Bty
who was killed by a shell when returning from an OFP and
L/Bdr VanBuskirk, Gnrs Caapbell, Macbonald end Howe,
all of 8 Bty killed by a premature, Three new guns
arriving at the hegiment now brought its totael to 22.

Under cover of a barrege the Edmontons woaoma
their way into Ortona in the efternoon of the 20th. &nd
it was while FOO with them that Lleut. Mallinson recelved

".the wound from which he died. In the house .to house

fighting for this town which the Uermens hed tuened into
a veritable fortress, fileld guns had no plece, but the

. Reginent covered the edvance of the u & Pk kegl and the

CLEARING
OF

;. ORTONA
27 Dec 43
1. T

48th Highlanders over the extremely difficult and broken
ground to the west which had es 1ts objJective the cutting
of the coaest rosd north of the town. In order to do this
more effectively, the Regiment took up positions Just
beyond S.leonardo on 23 Dec. "he threat of beipg cut off
caused the Ortona -g¢gerrison to wlthdrew on the night of
27/28 &nd while 2 CIB cleared passages through the town
and pushed beyond, the 1 CIB cleaned up on their left
flank. The Regiment was free to teke part in a berrage :ror 8
+« Div thet enabled them to gain &ll objectives on the
Canadian left flenk. The line settled down fTor the
winter on the spproxinate line of the porge of the

Arielle stream, with our right flank hinged on ¥t 59 sno
the enemy holding snall pockets on the south of the gorpe,
especially those parts dominsted from the other side by
Tollo., The teking of Pt. 59 is interesting as a plece

of artillery decpption. The Pt was & strongly held

mound excellently placed¢ for observation end the enewy

was determined to hold it. His well dug funk holes

vwere proof ageinst anything but the heaviesl of bomberd-
ments. It was observed that when harsssed, the defenders
would retire to their holes, appearing apgain when the
shelling ceaged. So & plan was lald to utilize this
characteristic. A concentration waes laid on end the
Tedeshci as usual went to ground. The firing cewsed end
he came out. Another concentration drove him to . round,
the firing ceased end egain he manned his posts. Y'his
continued until he wes convinced thet there was no infantry
attack impending end tired of dodging in and out, stayed
in. lieantime the infentry had been edging nearexr very
carefully, end when the situation was to their edvantape,
rushed the undefended hil and took the group ol defenders
prisoner.
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CHRISTMAS - Christmes was past and in spite of Umuam.wb action

1943

TANUARY
1944

>
TOWiNTER ;
PO LUTONS

in spite of the mud and rain, in spite of enemy shelling’
not a men but had an excellent meal of pork, turkey, Xuaes
pudding washed by beer and topped by chocolate if he
wished, this not to mention the articles of food and drink
as he might have scrounged. It was a rare cese that

did not get a letter or parcel from home out of the 130
begs the Regiment received; and since every endeavour vas
mede to inspire the festgl spirit 1t was a happy Christusas.

As @ contrast, New Year's Eve will be remembered -
as one of the most uncomfortable ever spent. The very
skies opened and slits were flooded out, everywhere vas
80 wet and rmuddy that no attempt wes made to dry out until
the following day. This, as civiliens, would have sent
most of the Regiment to bed i1f not hospital, but no
special increase in sickness was notived save for a few
slight colds. January 1944 was a glorious month, and
though in action the leglment hed little firing to do
and moreover serious restrictions on amwunition expenditure
were imposed, Ortona hed been set up as a recreetional
centre, there was a theatre end clubs und back in Bari
an 8 Army rest ceup had been estaeblished with lavish
recreational facilities so that in one way or another
the tedium of static warfare could be relieved.

'Of course there were those who found diversion snough

in the loesl vino. One of the Batterles still remembers
with hilarity the plcture of e trio spproaching the
position With excessive precautlions against official

.observation, all astride a very small donkey which ulso

carried two demi-johns of vino, of the slipping of the
rearmost over the ass's tail, of his hanging thereon &nd
being safely if dirtily dragged in over the nmud.

It is related how this same veliant "to show there
was no ill feeling"™ after having been punished for "conduct
to the prejudice etc" sneeked aboard e carrier that was
going to his ''p Cowd's OP with the avowed object of
protecting his captein's life. This he proposed tou do
with four Tomuy guns, one Bren, one Italian 4G without Amuo
and four gallons of vino, He returned in the first relief
carrier a saddened, wiser and much more sober nen.

The 2nd ¥d, Just the suue as any other, had o feuw
wen who wuld overstep the mark when times were slack, but

“these same roisterers knew well enough how to conduct

themselves in tough times and without being told.

The telk in the long winter night over the Lrews
would turn those monthe of action now seemingly so reuote.
And there was the eternsl damning of the Ities, enu the
ever-ready friendship with those in the l.mediate vicinity.
The laziness and supinity of the men contrested with the
industry snd strength of the wonen. Their co-hablitgtion
with dirt yet could not stop the statuesque curves of Lhe
girls from edmirdtiou. he nethods of Terming, lend
tenure, their opiniong of iussolini end tedemhie, nothing
gscaped enquiry anu comment.

YPhe bepinunt recains in Lhis winter position untis
the lapl oi april. The Div wlds a line 1cugiily Jren
Adriatic nortu of Ortona Sv to StJrowmeso ena soutic to
St.nicole. Un the left flenk the 4th Incien Div holde
positions in a ¢inilar role. \
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-Operatione are confined mostly Lo patruls on bolh
sides, with a lot of shelling veing given end teken.
Everyone is convinced of the soundness of ULie saying "It
is fear better to give tiwn to receive. Tue Regiiernt
occupied OPs at St.lormaso and many concentrationsy sna
HF tasks wére fired.

Some ettacks in Bn strength are put in supportszd
by heecvy concentrations of ertillery. One etteck by
1 CIB is supported by.s corps barrage. The burre e is
very offective and the infuntry edvence to within & short
distunce of their objective Lefore being stopped by enoiy
fire, . .

. buring this period of static wairfure the Liocope
heving to engrpe so neny targets ere uvosble Lo 1ive in
billets and 'qiariers are slit trenches ot Lhe Luns.

fSome of these ere wude feirly comfortable by putting in
floors, blenkets around the wells and pup tents over .
top. The weather wus very disagreeable duripg most of
January and psrt of February and it was very difficult to
keep '"homes" dry. But the months of Merch and April were
quite pleasant with no snow and little rain.

Centeens, recreation roous, snd cinemas were set
up in Ortona end €t Vito and day and 48 hr paeses were
granted to e limited nuumber each day. An officers! hotel
was also esteblishied in &t Vito.

Cesualties sustained by the Repiment were Cept Jryan
the MO when RH™ was shelled. Capt witkov was T0Y in his
place. Gnrs Vennerd (. and Swith GL, of 10 Bly recelved
minor shrapnel wounds. Bdr Barnes W. and Gnr Kloske werc
killed by shell fire.

Changes in command during this time, lajor lMcCordick
T0S and commends 7Tth Bty on depsrture of Major Lurdock.
Major K.G. Kingston SO0S to NDH{ Canads and Capt Godfrey
promoted A/Major commanding 10th Bty. Ir Staples, the
Auxiliary Services Supervisor leaves for England and Mr-
W.A, Diehl takes charge. .

INSPECTION Yistinguished personapes who visited the Legiment:

BY -
ARMY
COMLR.

L}
RELIEVED
BY 10th.
IND DIV

" MOVE TO
CASSINO

were Gegn Sir Oliver Leese, Brig A Bruce Matthews, Brig
WiB{ Huckvale 1 Cdn AGRA, Brig . Spry, Brig. Ziegler,
and Lt.Col Lord Tweedsmuir, G1 Liaison 8th Aray.

On 23 April, the kegiment was relieved by 10 Indian
Div, and moved to Sepino. Fifth Cdn Arwnd biv hed already
left the Adriatic sector and now 1lst biv was pulling out
and still among the gunners, NCOs and junior officers, the
guesyes were many and vearied. France, Greoce, Burma,
Jugoslaviae, all had their favorites. Few thought thet it
would be Cassino as thet wes considered a 5th Army job.
Gen Montgomery had left in January and would undoubtedly
want the 1 Cdn Div for b-day in France. But it wes of
course Cassino. f'epino gave a change of surroundings and
a change of diet, the opportunity for a complete cleanuyp
and a plessant rest.

On 2 Mey the whole Regiment was briefed in the uszusl
manner; the tectical picture fully explsined, and the stratec_y
outlined sufficiently to give everyone a grasp of the
situation. This was thut the greatest concentration of
strength possible would break through the two tiermen defouse
«lines celled Gustav and Hitler, defending .
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the 10 mile wide valley flunked on the west by the Lirl
“river and broken mounteinous country end on the esst by
route 6, the ancient Via Casilina and, the wein Apenunine
chein, and joining with the forces in the long held beuch-
head at Anzio, cepture home and disintegrete and destroy as
much as possible of the German forces in Itely.
“'Phe tacticel picture as it affected’'the kbgiment, was that
it should form part of en enormous concentration of artillery,
destined to batter Cassino and the Germen strong points
hinged on that town, and for this purpose the Regiment was
put in support of a 4 British bivision. As 1t was herdly
to be expected that the Germans were not expecting eu attack
at this point, it wus of supreme importence that he should
not be able to assess scourately the size of our forces.
80 the greatest precautions were employed to concesl all
movement., Kecce parties wer® forward not to recce wregs
but gun sites. these were Jocated just over the reverse £lopoe
of the ridge thut over the precipitous sided 1000 yd valley
faces the bluff on which stood ( end in ruins still ctands)
the Benedictine lMonestery sbove Cassino. YThe crest pave
concealment from observation from the hills west of the piri
valley, but every precaution was used to prevent obcervetion
from the air. Aritficlgl means such as cemoufluge neti, netuled
means by branches of trees and turf to cover spoil. 1o
movement by day seve the work undel, the nets, andé tue
“bringing up of .meals by single mewmbers of esch party und
that along single concealed paths. Mo lights or Tives Ly
night whatgoever and 1o fires with smoke curing the day,
No mess tins, clothes or blankets ou} of cover. Tie pite
reudy, the puns were taken up with the winimunm of percounel
end noise under cover of unight. Half the Heginent wes held
‘back in Cepreno with B Kch and the Wupon lines, snd even for
the night of the burrsge, only those evuentiel Lo compleles
_gun detechaents anc Cr steffs were ellowed un. l'eanwhile,
of course, either realizing something wes up, or just on
general principles, tiie enewy harassed the urea fairly
continuously. Hle was bound to hit something for ilu en ures
of ‘several thousand square yards were concentreted over 150C
cuns of all calibres and with sowme 25 pdrs dug in for upper
‘register firing. The Regiment was fortunete in only having twou
minor casualties during the preparation period out of & Lost
of narrow esceapes. One incident occurred wlien & coiwmend post
was marked out on the ground and the working perty went away
for lunch. When the party returnpd they found the hole
already dug - by & shell. Perhaps it was not the required
dimentions, but it was in the exact spot.

Through these days of preparation not & shot of

" MONASTERYcourse was fired, and the Repgiment took what wes hended out

"HILL
11 MAY

by Tedeschi with the grim satisfaction that ne liltle kuew
what was being prepsred for him in turn. Finel instructions
for operation Honker werse given and messapss frou Gten.Alexander
and Gen Sir Oliver Leese were read oul to the troops at the
evening meal.. At 2300 houss on the night of 11 Lay, tls
entire artillery area burst into life with thunder end light-
ning. The whole hillside shook and trembled with the shock
end the night was alight as froa a flickering super-powered
arc lamp till the sea of grey wist in the vulley telow
blanched with the first morning light. And as the peake
of Mt. Cairo reddened with rising sun, the crackle of tue
25 pdrs, and the thunder of the heavier pieces, ﬁcocrw not
in the harmony of & barrage, yet played a study in counter-
point whose pointing had no “piano". The barrage goes on
until 0255 hrs with 12th Inf. Bde meating hegvy opposition.
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0910 hrs, CM tarpets engaged, 1 troop on each target.

1005 hrs CM target bowbards eesch battery on & different tor
U target enpgaged for 10 minutes at 1230 hrs,

UB" Tp fired by Major McCordick on strong point (house)
obtained 9 dirsct hits. U terget fired at 1733 hrs.
Visibility poor all day. vuring the daylight nours

one of the wain tusks wes to blind Monustery Hill and,

in the Regiment, 8th Bty was essigned tou this task.

By the evening of the 12th lay the Gustev line
wgs cracked wide open end the infantry and tenks were
streaming forward over. the Rapido and Garigliano
rivers. _

U target engeged at 0513 hrs. Jdarrage fired at
1405 hrs. U target engeged at 1630 hrs. Attack going
well and aepproximately 200 PW taken. Tanks moving

- forward. Smoke spreen on Monastery Hill at 1935 his

for 90 minutes, U target engeged at 0950 hrs.

From 1100 - 1200 hrs eand 1300 = 1400 hrs, the Regiment
smoke the Monastery. ¥rom 0900 -~ 1000 hrs smoke
tasks south of lMonastery.

‘USHM:W the past three weeks 1 Cdn DLiv had been
under command of 4 British Div to yglve more weight to
the attacks on Cessino and Monastery Hill.

At 2000 hrs 15 Mey the Regiment ceased to be
under coumend 4 British Div asnd was once again in

mzwwowﬂ of 1 CIB.

The task now set for the Division wes the
breaking of the Hitler line. The so-called Hitler
line was anchored in the SW on Pontecorvo and in the
NE on Aquino &and Piedmonte, and consisted of treuch
systems, duog-outs, and machine gun emplacements on
vantage points and blocks of houses that gave interlocking
gll round fire and almost complete protection from
normal ‘ertillery fire. All tapk spproaches were
amply covered by long barreled 75mm A/Tk guns in Mk V
turrets mounted on steel and concrete duyg-outs end
having a 360 degree arc of fire. These were reinforced
by SP A/Tk guns, towed 5 cm A/Tk guns and tanks of
Mk IV, V and VI class, and an overall cover of field
and heavy artillery. The whole area was extremely heavily
mined, especislly with the Itallen box veriety und
the new Schu {(enti-personnel) mine, roads were blocked
by trees end demolitions.

‘*he infentry apd btunks needed rolling barrages
under which they could esdvence closely and catch the
enewy as he ceme up to men his positions when the
barrage pessed.

‘'he Hegiment move¢ from the Cassino area and is
in sction wiain at 0710 hrs 16 May. Ae yet the infantry
meet little opposition and little firing is done.
The attack is roing well a&ud many rwWs are coming back.
On the night of 17 kMay the Luftweffe peys e 45 ninute
visit dropping HE and AP bombs 1n the eres, but cauces
no casualties.
I
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Ma jor i‘cCordick is.mow 2 i/c in the absencs
of Major Ely, who has gone to the hospital. Other
changes in coumend are Capt Godfrey promoted to A/Mejor
and commands Tth Bty. Lieut. Rouse promoted to
A/Capt in 10th Bty. .

The enemy are felling back and the guns have to
move several times to keep in range. Turgets being
fired are mostly M and Hf with some Bty targets and
one divisional, The Air OP observes & concentration
of tanks, and brings the fire of the Kegiment down.
The shoot is very successful and causes the tenks
to disperse.

"The infantry in their usuel good form end sided
by the artillery are stesdily knocking the enemy back.

buring the afternoon and evening of the 21 May,
H¥ end M targets erse fired on the area of and on roads
north of Pontecorvo.

Preparetions for the atteck on the town of
Pontecorvo were carried out and a blg barrage in support
of the tanks and infantry leid on.

At 0600 hrs the roar of the guns sterted the
attack and during the whole day the guns were seldon
silent. . : .

Pontecorvo fell on 23 May end the nwaber of PW
for the division is increased by 939. The Regiment at
that time was some 1500 yds east of the town and es
the dust settled with a light shower in the evening,
ons recalls that picture in the grey light as of a
water coulour whose colours had .run, leaving the bare
jmpression of the picture, but picture never-the-less
for the tet-a-tat of Ychmeizers, the spurts of Tommys
and Brens, the crack of rifles, the thud of mortars
and the roar of guns was stilled seve far away.

The Hitler line was gone, torn open south of
Aquino, the armour was pouring north to the Melfa.
Pontecorvo gone, opened the road by the Liri and the
Poles were nullifying Piedmonte while 36th Div swept
by to prod into the hills further north. ¥rench
African forces were sweeping the hills to our south
and the 5th Army heastening aelong Highwey 7 to effect
the junction with the Anzio bridge-head.

A Tuvk Force consisting of formutions of the
1st and 5th ¢dn bivs explolt the bresking of the Hitler
line und push forward, being supported with concentrationu
from the artillery. The advence goes well sund the
blowing of a bridge by the Germans is prevented by a
M target being brought down on the working perty.

On 26-May the Heginent 1s moved over the lelfa
River but due to the speed of the Task Force's sdvence
the enemy is out of range agsin. The hkeginent having
completed its task comes out of action und hes three
days re-orgenizetion.
, While in this position Chuich Slervices ure held
with everyone being sble to sttend. .
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''he weather has been very warm and sunny.
There has been no rain for yulte =ome tiue and the
. ground is dry, thus faciliteting u greater cholce of
positions for deployment.

On 30 May, the infantry heving pushed on well
. ahead and cleered up enemy positions quickly.

. The short period of re-organization, the Reylment now
noves from thée position on the Aquinto airfield south
of Frosinone to support the advence. Lisuty Gill
and Green were ''0S 29 May and posted to-the 7th Bly.

The infentry esre doing a good job in front, end
many positions are occupied with no firing done.

On 1 June the 10Lh acw had one cuuuelty.
Gnr Terruce stepped on a mine, losing his right foot
when it exploded. g :

During the period 15 May to 2 June, 1 Cdn biv
Arty had given valuable support to French forces.
A letter of apprecistion end congratuletion. was
i . received from the ¥rench comasnder in which he specifically
. mentioned the good work of the Second rield Reginent.

Major Godfrey on ohserving eneuny transport and
infantry withdrewing eslonyg u roed west of Acuto, suggests
a "Hover Dbevid'. This sugyestion wes ected upon with
18 Kittyhawks successfully engaging the tarpet indicated.

: . with the Hitler Line broken and our trocgs well
beyond this foruer formideble berrier, it was tine for
’ ‘ hard work to be rewyerded with play. ‘he DIV wes
 therefore trken out of sction for & well eurned rest.

RES'' AR®A the Regiment came out of ection on 3 June and
FERENTTINO moved to e suituble rest srea at rerbéntino. Br biehl
’ the Auxiliary tservices officer orgeniuzed » cuenteenr ono
- : recrestion tent, sports committees are gppointed end
; for six éays everyone enjoys sportis, movies and leéioure
. hours with weasther made to order.

Brig spry end ilajor McCordieck took the sulute
of the Partisen Ghurch Perade in Ansini. the rartisanc
. were & cyoup of 60U Itelien Petriots who sssisted our
troops in cleariny and eutering the town.

B

ROME TAKKN On 5 June Allied Troops were in potsestion of
Rome and pushing beyond. _

OPENING Phe great pews of the opening of Lhe Mfecond

OoF : Front™ with a lending in lormandy ceue this worning,

SKCOND 6 June, end everyone 1is very excited and in high spibite

FRONY, anxiously awaiting further news. Lurge proups Lethexr
‘ around radios for the frequent news broudcests.

On the evening of the 9 June, the Veglient
moves in very fost convoy to a new eres sl Plecinonts
Battery training £yllabii are drawn up und intensive
training end culitretion caurried ocut. Cgyerel officere
o on courses to the Sth Army School of Artillery.
The Payusster, Cept. C. yilliard is 508 and Cej t.
1.0, Borrowmen takes his pluce.
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kxtensive sports progreamme- is carried out in
preparation for Div >Hﬁ<'ewmow Meet.

On 18 June, day pesses to Rome coumence with 23
all ranks ellowed 1n ltome daily, This wes received with
great enthusiem as this wes one spot in Itely thet aluaost
everyone wanted to see,

Capt. D.G. Rouse and Lieut, -Vi,A. Cazupbell were
S0S to UK on 19 June to proceed on an Air OP Course.
Six happy men left the kegiment to-day. They were
chosen as POW escort to Cansda. Cept G.C. Harbour, Lieut
L.H. Bain end Lieut J.E. kcclestone were T0S.

biv wa% track meet is held end the kegimental
team loses.

Training goes on, the westher generelly being hot,
with an accasional shower to cool the air and help keep
the duet down. kHQ end 1 gun per troop lewve for the
practice ranges for a four day scheme "Derby", buring
these four days occupeation of positions, deployuents
drills, etc, are carried out in competition for the
CRA's pennant. .

Lieut McHale and wsma¢< men had the honour of
belng received in a special audience by the Pope in Rowus.

Training is intensified with sevsersl scheues,

shoots and demonstretions. The day's program consisted

of Reveille at 0500 hrs, gun drill,Signel training
meintenance, etc. until noon: in the afternoon,
recreational training. This prograw did in no way
appeal to the men, and there was a feeling of injustice
on this account, also the fact that they were out in

the country with little opportunity of visiting wpmaao:wc

. a short distance away.

Two changes in command teke wwmom. Ma jor McCordick
is promoted to Lt.Col and given commend of 1 A/Tk Regt
RCA. Major Gilchrist of the 17th ¥1d Regt arrives as

"new 2 i/c. The following day Lt.Col Stewart Jones is

S0S and Lt.Col Hutchinson ﬁmem command of the Reglwent.

The CRA Brig Ziegler ihspscts the Regiment on
perade and then mesde a tour of the Bty lines, cook-houses,
MT end guns. "F" Sec RCCS was inspected by Lt.Col.
Grover RCCS.

Lieut. 0/W/.becker is T0S. udept. AfDLfCarpenter 1s
508 to UK for Air OP Course. Capt. J.H. Viells is £0S
and reboarded. Lieut R.A. Bowie, LAD officer is {08 and
Lieut. H.J., Ross is TOS in his please. . .

All universal cerriers are sent to the new area
with the infantry. The Regliment moves two days later.
Before leaving, all unit beadges, patches etc sre taken
down and tactical signs on mccpwsmbw excepting "43"
aTe painted out.

N
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. Travelling all day the Regluent arrives at g stuging
area a few miles south of Rome, end 20% of the personnel
are allowed in Rome for the evening. But this ie Jjust a
stop for the night, gnd in the morning the HKegiment ig on
the nmove again. Travelling all day, the Liegimental area
is reached. It is a very good spot with plenty of shade
and a pleasant stream in the area. Strict security
measures are enforced. No one is permitted out of the
area and no conversation with civilians is permitted.
Patches, etc sre still down. With all these preceutions
being teken it wes thought rather emusing when one night
a film being shown in the open. A Cancdien newsreel
was shown eand on the screen flashed a huge Maple lLeaf
with “"Canade" standing out in bold letters.

¥or the next three days until 1 Aug, wmeintenence is

‘carried out on all equipment in preparation for & uove

which everyone suspected and hoped would take then
back into action.

Un Aug lst. the unit woved to ancther concentration
area near Sienna, nnd it becsme sppurent that the pivision
was moving into the Florence Sector where the fighting
hed been stalemated since the beginning of June. The unit
remained in this area until 6 Aug while the entire biv

" .grouped.

"On the 6 Aug advance partiss moved forwerd to recce
gun positions heat Florence. The Rtegiment moved on the
afternoon of the 6th. At 1830 hrs on the 6th Aug the
Regiment wes reedy to fire in support of our infentry who
held the south bank of.the Arno river running through
¥lorence. ‘I'he gun positions were in a suburb of ¥lorence
- Gallazo, by nsne. Our troops held most of the city
to the Arno, but north of the river the Germuns were
strongly entrenched. The city of Florence itself was
apparently not garrisoned, hut the dominating heights
were in the hands of the Germans, Though 1t had been
agreed upon that Florence was to be an open city -

- the Boche still threw in shells with greater frequency

then discrinminetion. The FOOs of the Repiment almost
all had their OPs in houses commending a view of
Florence and the country surrounding.

buring the night of 7 Aug there was little activity.
The zone wss registered by our OPs .during the afternoocn
and a heayy harassing fire progrem was carried out
during the night in support of 1 CIB.

_The following day saw the first cesualties of
the action. A signal vehicle belonging to the 8th Bty
while on OP duty received a direct hit. B112255 tnr
Raeves was killed aend G7225 Gnr Knowlan was seriously
wounded. Generaslly spesking there wus no greet activity
during the dey, other than intermittent shelling.

On the 9th Aug, the unit found it was being relieved
by the 8th Indian Div. Apein the 1lst. Cdn bLiv wes

moving.
i
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On the 10th of Aug, the Regiment arrived in e concent.:
area near Perugia. A fatal accident occurred en route
when BSM Jones of the 7th Bty was knocked off his
motor-cycle by a quad. After remeining near Perugila
for a week, the unit moved to a concentration area
near Je slon the 18th. Great stress was laid on security
a8 it was not desired to let the Germans know that
1 Cdn Viv.Corps had been moved from the ¥lorence ares,
and was concentrating opposite the east position of
the Gothic line. Tt wus forbldden to ¢pesk to civilians
and in any othér way to indicate that Canadians wers,
in the saresa. :

On the r2nd Aug, the officers were briefed
on the forthcoming operetions. =~ It wes to be the
attack on the Gothic Line. The sp-celled "lust" German
defense line in Italy. The Canadiens and the Poles
on their right were to bresk the Gothic Line and the
Canagdiesns were to "sweep" onto the Lomberdy Plain.
Everybody felt quite excited and pleased. No one
could forsee the bitter, savage flghting end staleuate
that was to come. :

On the 24th Aug at 0430 hrs, the kegiment moved
to its battle positions. At 0600 hrs they were reedy
to fire. The Regiment wus deployed south of the Metouro
River. vuring the day there was consideresble shelling
of the regimentsl area but there wes no reply. It wes
not until the next day thet the Division was to go
forward. Until then wireless silence prevailed.

August 25 duwned, & uot sticky day. wp duy for tine
asseult on the Gothic Line. The Boche srain shelled
the regimental area. The ettack was due to begin at
2300 hrs. The Hepiment started to fire at 2359 hrs.
and continued until- 0400 hrs, ¥irst reports indicated
that a!l wes going well end our troops were across the
Metouro with almost no opposition.

On the 26th. recce parties moved acrocs the river
and forded it at a shallow point, By the time the
Regiment moved later in the morning & bridge hud been
thrown across. The Regiment was in action north of the

Metouro by 1300 hrs on the 26th. the advunce had begun.

On the 27th. recce parties were ordered forward
end the Rerimunt moved shortly afterwards. fhe 8th Rty
hes ¢ cusualty to-duy when a Jeep overturns und brouks
the leg of an occupunl, Bdr Kelth. ‘'he pight of the
27th wes comveralively qulet. The 28th foudd the unit
in intensive action firing contlnuously. Tlie Gesnuus
were counter attucking the ICRs and the 46Lh snd the
roUs were celling for artillery support. Lajor (.
Tuthevrford and Cept. C.i.idorrington with the 48th hed a
rather rough night out, but the counter uttucks uoere
beaten off. fhe next day found our infeulry edvencing
on the Fo_lie Liver e »ninst decreasiay ojpposition.
Gerian ertillery yos quite active wnd theile was
internittedt shelling of the regiuentul srcwu.

Late in the afternoon. of the 29th, vecce periles wele

called forward und soon after, the Regiluent moved forward
and @ccupied a position 1000 yds from the enemy .
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ACROSS On the 3oth the Il ia was croused end our
THE infentry consolidetsd south of Pessro leterval highway.
FOULLIA ‘The Replument found 1tself busily enpeged firing for

the Znd snd 3rd pdes who were forward, Av oune point
during Lhe dey the guns enyaged a group of enewy tanks
and drove them sway. 3
On the 31st. recce perties were ordered across Lhe
¥ogliae. - ey found the area under heavy wmorter fire
a . and hed to rsturh., OUn the following day tiie 1ecces
. woved forward epain and on the afternoon of Sept-lut.
the Reginentl moved across the Woglie River. - Frowm ite
new position severel Mike tarpgets were engeged in
.support of our infuntry who were now advuncing well.
On -the ¢nd, the Unit spgain moved to wu cres under
v " observation end by this time all men end officers were
- beginning to fesl the streln of constaunt woving, firing
and eneny shelling. However, sgo lony s the advance contin
end as lony es the infuntry wsked for support, thnere vers
never any coaplaints.

By this tine the eneny wes in full retreatl and
. the morning of the 3rd found the Repiment enpaging
Lo : taryets with super charge. Lyaln recce pertiss were
e . ordered forward snd found the proposed area under fire
. : - and observation. However it was estential thut the
artillery be iroved up es the enemy were pulling back.
Therefore, lute in the afternoon of the 3rd. the
Regiment egain nmoved to a position near Cattolice.
The ftove was not asccomplished without difficblty, es
i congested roads snd lmproper routine delayed ths
Lo . Repiment and they did not report reesdy until 2245 hrs.

. It was here thet the enemy retreat stopped.
From 25 Aug - 3 Sept, the advance continued against
varying opposition. - The Gothic Line was supposedly

. : cracked. Had 1t been known, the fight had just begun.

R

S Sept 4th found the Regiment firing continuously
Lot w7+ and intensively in support of the 1lst Bds who were
SR ‘meeting furious resistance south of Riccione.
L Fire plans were being laid on by the 48th and XCRks.
s, ‘.- . The Reps snd FOUs were having a rough time and they
¢ continuously demended artillery support. Ma jor Sincleir
; Rep with the H & PE¥ Regt lost his jeep by a direct hit
, and his batmsn €26312 Gnr Wright was killed.

T e

: Un the night of the 4/5 Sept the Kepiwment caught
its first gliwpse of eneny eircraft since the Hitler Line
battle lest May. 'here was heavy boybing of the
Regimental area that night. Swooping in very low
the Boche was dropping enti-personnsl bombs directly
on the gun positions. Firing of HY programs hed to
be stopped at varying times as the planes came roaring
in. The 8th Bty suffered two casualties, C37022 Gur
Little and A31294 Ganr Shakelton killed. The 10th Hty
suffered one slight cesualty C100061 Gnr Garret being
wounded but not evacuated. ¥Fortunetely, demage to

v equipment was very slight, being no more ﬁsmﬁ S5CarS.

The dey again found the Regiment firing continuously.
On thé left, Coriano was proving a stuabling block to
the 1 Br Armd DLiv, and the Regiment engaged 1t.
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Opposition was bitter and savage ealong the
whole 1 Cdn liv front. It was apparent that the main
German defenses were just now being uet. The
Regiment fired all through the day of 6 Sept in
support of the KCKs and the 48th. Four thousand
rounds were fired by the Regiment between 1600 and
2000 hrs, and ell regimental mBBanﬂwob trucks were
sowwwzm at full mwmom.

The next few days were rather quiet with only
intermittent shelling and firing. The qulet was
broken on the night of the 8/9th Sept when the
regimental area was agailn bombed. '"he morning of the
9th sew a heavy concentration fall on the Regiment.
The 10th Bty lost four vehicles apd two men, Gnrs
Cesement and Dixon were wounded. 'he belance of the
day sew intermiltent shelling and firing.

Alas and alack -~ the night was egain destined
to be noisy and sleepless. The third Greek Mountain
Bde on the right of the 1 Cdn Div reported a strong

enemy fighting petrol in their lines and esked for

DFs to be fired. Soon after 3 CIB who had relieved
1 CIB asked for thelr DFs to be enguged, The
Regiment continued firing until 0200 hrs.

The 10th Bty found itself with a new Bty Comd,
Mejor C.,¥. Harrington, erstwhile "“w" 'I'p Cond. Ma jor
Rutherford who hed taken ill was evacuested down the

.1line.

The 10th Cept was e quiet day. Alrcruft dropped
scattered anti-personnel bombs but there was no actusal
bombing of the area. The AA put up e heavy barrage -
this was the first time they had engaged eneny aircraft
in this area as hitherto they had been forbidden to ’
fire during the hours of darkness. On the 1lth the
Regiment moved a short distance forward - closer to
lliccione which had fallen. ‘fhe old position htd been
taken over by the New Zealend Artillery who were now

_supporting 1 Cdn Liv. They had the Regiment's gun pits
~and we had to dig new ones. The Regiuwent's new

position was near some.l155mm guns, which did not wuke
anyone huppy &s they invariably attract counter uty fire,
end also it wes impossible to be heard over the din,

'his was importuent as at the time the kegiment had no
tannoy speakers.

Phe plan was being nade to break through tie
Rimipi Gap and o heevy dwunplog progreawr vwes in progreds.
By midnight, 22,000 rounds of HE and 2,000 rounds of
smoke had been dwiped on the position. The duy iteell
was quiet with wno firing and only interuittent chelling.
To the right in the valley only 300 yds from the
Regiment, the 155s blazed forth ontinuously.

The next deyv was quiet. . The .epgiuent was preLuring
to fire in support of the Coriano attack by 5 Cdn Arud
Div on the left of 1 Cdn Llnf Liv. At 2300 hrs heuvy
shelling: of the hepiunentul ares sturted.
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In the hours of darkuess the roer snd din wes
terrific. The 7th and 8th Btys had becun to fire at
2200 hrs. The 10th Bty came in later.- Shortly after
midnight shells began to land on .the Bth Battery's
position. One gun pit received a direct hit, igniting
the ammunition - -another pit ‘'was caved in gnd the gun
barrel filled with earth. However , the fire plen
started on time regardless of these interruptions to
noimal routine. . Shortly after the barrage started the 7th
Battery received a direct hit on Sgt Underhill's gun.
Sgt. Underhill and L/Bdr Marshall died, and Gnr Kremsater
was evacuated. This was not all -~ the 10th Bty suffered
& hit on Sgt Newcombs's gun. Sgt Newcombe, Gnr Underwood
and Gor Warner were all evacuated. Gor Jeillet died
Through all this the Fire Plen
went on.- the men attending to their duties, the
command posts functioning and the wounded and dead
being ‘'ettended to. 'fhe noise and din wes terrific es
there were seversl regiments jammed into a small area.
The attack on Corieno wes successful, the town itself
falling during wbm day of 13 Sept.

The next two deys were spent engeging targets
and ¥ire Plans for the 4th British Div who were on the
left. Also.the 1 Cdn Inf Div was trying to push on
Sone
headway wes heing made, but slowly end at great cost.
The Regiment was at all times steadily and continuously
engeyged. Fire Plans and the demands of the regimental
FOOs kept everyone busy, and Jerry did not make things
area.

On the 15th. the regimental recce perties proceeded
to prepare an area which was under heavy mortar and 3A
fire. That night the Regiment moved. It was & long-und
unpleasant move. The road was poorly merked and not
sufficient guides had been sent back.. The constant
chatter of machine guns and thumps of mottar bombs
could be heard. The sky was alight with burning
wreckage and haystacks. At one point tiue Hegiment was
within 300 yds of the ¥LLs and no one wes the wiser except
for a feeling that everything was not right. However,

-the correct road was finally found and at 0235 hrs

. the Regiment reported ready.

The 16th saw the beginning of the bitter struggle
for the San FortunatoRidge below Rimini. These wers
the last defenses before the Rimini Gap opening onteo
the Lombardy PBlains.

The 1lst Bde beygan the attackd in the afternoon
with the Regiment in close support. Slight heudway was

~.mede, and during the night the Regiment assisted in

beating off stronyg German counter ettacks.

On the 17th the 4th British bLiv attacked on the
Canadian left flank. The Regiment sgain supported this
thrust. Agein the lst Bde attecked on the Canadian front
and the Regiment engzaged Fire Plans and laid down
concentrations on enemy targets. On the left of the
1st Bde, the 2nd Bde was attacking during the nipght
and the Kegiment was called upon very heavily for suppprt.
Again slight heudway was made. )

i
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Firing was continuous snd our only respite was due

. to the fact that the suche ertillery weas nol shelling
our positions. fhe guns of the Hegiment were bluzing
fot, hour efter hour they fired. Night end dey cwv
nn difference. Our magnificient infantry was waking
slow and costly progress erainst fanatical opposition.

_ . o On the 18th, 19th and 20th, the bitter strugile

. -continued. The guus and gunners knew g0 rest. .
It was on the 18th that searchlights becan to be used

on our front for the purpose of illuminating the
battle field. This was & welcome change from the derk
murky -blackness. Also the duys began to be overcect
and cloudy. ''he weather wes ebout to break and ilhe
High Cowmmand wishes to pass through the Fiwminl Gep end
deploy onto the Lombardy Flains before the countryside
" becomes impassible to guns, tunks und transport.
So, &s a result, the sttack was pushed vigorouely
forwerd. The intantry were expected to fipht 24 hours
a day und the punners Lo man thelr puns day wnd night -
end withal the Geruand fouxht &nd fougiht and fou ht.
To add to everything, the auwiunition wes restricted -
no target above & regimentul target was to be fired
end thet no more than scele one. This displeased
everyone &s gunners are never happy when tlhey ceannot
+ fire to their lmrt's content. Little did they realize

to what extremes this restriction would go in later

) . months.

On the 20tl recce parties moved to a new area
within view of the towers of Rimini. The mrea was
under heavy mortur fire and the regimental move was
deleayed.

On the 218t et 0300 hrs the Regiuent moved.

* The weather had broken and it had been reining steedily
since mid-night. A1l guns had to be winched onto the
roads. The Regiment was ready in its new area at
0§30 hrs.

RIMINI The enemy meanwhile had sullenly given way under
TAKEN - ~ the brutel hammering meted out to hin. He evacuated
: Rimini end the 48th crossed the Marecchia River north
of Rimini and the Greek Mountain Bde moved up along
the coast. From our present positions the enemy wus
almost out of range. o

Brig Ziegler visited the Regiment end congratulated
the men on their work during the recent operations.
- ", .. BEveryone meesnwhile relaxed. .

) On the 22nd, Capt Moore of the 10th biy, while
driving in the Bty area struck a nTellermine and suffered
severe ley injuries whiuh later resulted in the loss

of the limb, His driver Gnr Farrell suffered severe
ear injurises.

REST AREA An advance party moved to Riccione to wrrange for
RICCIONE billets for the Regiment. The Repiuent was moving out
23 SEP 44 of the line into & rest area. A generel feeling of

. » tiredness came over everyone. Leave, guiet rest -

- a bath, what a treat - and of course overhesul equipument

and treining. ‘Those were inevitable.
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R o On the 23rd the kegiment moved to Riccione and
. © on the 24th began to set itself up in billets. Every-
. one was under cover and living in a house, and alnmost
all the men had springs to sleep on. BHY) wes in a

. . large abandoned Italien hospital and the YNMCA also
v S set up therse. The main purpose of this rest was Jjust
that ~ rest and recreation. 0f course before one could
settle down and relex the guns and vehicles had to be
overheauled. .

On the 24th and 25th preparaetions went on- for
gsending as many men asnd officers as possible on leave.
On the 26th, 255 men were pald and sent on leave to :
Florence ‘for 7 days. It was an 18 hour trip fronm
Riccione across the mountains. Another party leaving
on the 27th had a serious accldent en route when & truck
v , overturned. Four men from the 8th Bty lost their lives.
o ¥98517 Gnr Crossmean, J., D6729 Gnr Gearey kw, F64902
Gnr MacFarlane AJ, and L74005 Gonr ranasuk N.

C On the 28th, Col Ralston, the Befense Minister
b ) visited Divisionsl Artillery. Major Gilchrist, Troop’
: Commanders and 50 men from the Regiment attended.

e * Col. Hague, DSO, formerly commadding the Regiment,
o visited them end spoke to aUm,%mb.

The 29th dawned, and the reccs parties were warned.
'his was & tremendous shock as 50% of the Reglment wes
. on leave. Recce parties proceeded but the Regiment
was not expected to movs before the 1lst, A progrenm
of dumping 800 rds per gun was carried out.

PRI

5 On Vct 1lst the Regiment occupied gun positions

. north of Rimini. vur infentry are not in the line.
As ‘a result the only targets belng fired come from Div
Arty, belng fire plans and Bombards and HF, The
Regiment is supporting the New Zealanders. The 1st,
2nd, 3rd and 4th saw little more than harassing fire
being done. Several bombards were fired during the
nights. The Regiment hed moved 509 under strength
end gun crews had been operatimg with three men.
, ... "The 3rd sew personnel returning from leave, relieving
i . the man power situation. ‘The days were cloudy and rain
' made the gun position a morass. Rivers all along the
coast were swollen and bridges over the Marecchie ,
leading to Rimini, were being washed out causing traffic
jeums for several miles on each of the bridges. Jerry
was harassing our area with intermittent shell fire
and "A" Troop of the 7th Bty hed to be moved. 'he 7Tth
Victory Loan brive started on the 5th end Cupt Lavitz
was put in charge.

TN

On the 6th word wes received that we were to fire
a barrage for an attack along the whole front. This
barrage was postponed for 48 hours end then the operation
was cancelled on account of the bad weather. Our mein
task at this time was firing harassing fire and engaging
CH., The Boche was proving annoying with intermjttent
shelling which necessitated keeplng one's head down.
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. TAKE QVER On the 10th recces moved. The Regiment started
,, FROM 46 to move at noon and took over from the British 46
© BR DIV (Black Cat) Division. The position wus so muddy all
i SAN guns hed to be winched out, and the new position north

» ARCANGELO of San Arcangelo was muddy enough to cause considerable

difficulty in deploying guns. No firing was done from
3 . this position.

e ]

= : ” On. the 11th recce parties moved once again to prepare

N a position north of Savigliano. The Regiment was due

to move at mid-night. ¥rom 2300 hrs onward the. area was
uader intense mortar fire and the recce parties were unable
S * to leave cover, The 7th Bty reported their areu as
= unsuitable and received permission to move the following
. morning. The regiment reported ready at 0120 hours.

. The 7th Bty moved at o800 hrs the morning of the

+ 12th. During the occupation of the position the Jth
Bty was heavily shelled and casualties occurred.

o Gnr Best was killed, Lieut Green, Bdr Turchak and Gnr

. . Richards were wounded. Despite all this, all personnel

i : carried on about their duties under this heavy fire and

i - the guns reported ready at 0945 hrs. Throughout the

Yo ‘ day the regimental area wes continuously and heavily

: - <" shelled mnd any fire leid down by us was immediately

O - answered by German counter hattery.

. On the 13th shelling of the area continued and
all batteries received a share of the German shells.
RHQ suffered a direct hit during the morning but
fortunately no severe damege was done. The Tth Bty
agaln suffered casualties when, during the day e gun

. in "A" Tp was seriously damaged by a direct hit,

¢ It wes declded to move the battery and this was done
. under cover of darkness, :

R o N
«

 FIRING 1IN . . At 1800 hrs on the night of the 13th, the 10th

. and no casualties suffered other than broken skin and

{ SUPPORT Bty fired a barrage in support of the 46 Br Uiv who were
~»meeHmm .+ attacking Carpimento. At the precise moment the guns
i-46°'DIV ~ opened up, a German concentration of great weight fell

f. C on the gun position and continued throughout the entire
G - barrage. We were very fortunate es no guns were hit

. abrasions from flying dirt. The men never faltered and
R " the gunfire never slackened. kveryone stood by the guns
A : apd by thelr battle positions and produced fire under the
; - heaviest eneny shelling yet undergone since landing in
Sicily. At 060U hrs on the 14th, enother berruge wue
fired and once spain German counter bgtlery pin-pointed
us and proceeded to chell the gun positionc. Once
“again in spite of the severe shelling Lhe berrece wont
on and once agrsain demege wos slipht wnd cesuulties e
lizht. . Ac & result of this perfornance the lesinent
‘received a letter Trom the GUC 46 Br piv uhich is reproduced:

g 46 niv
Ul 14 vct 44
liy beer Vokes:

311 veu be pood encuch to convey to
the 2nd rield Reyb 1CA thanks of the 46 piv Tur Lhs fes
they vave us in our tiltacic last nigileon Cerpluculo.
They qontributed greutly to the cowmplele succees 0L Lnas
attack.
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1 knuw bhet Lae Reginoent receivec Levels
counter battery aund ! am very sorry to hear of the

casualties they sustained. we all edunire very wuci
the way they shot. Tu goite of the very cevoie faelaiing

the fire never ifellered and every round we siigsd Cor
was well ond truly delivered whore it could do Lhe ens.y
thie most harii. )

. Thons you very wuch for your uelp.

Yours ever
i1, Haaringwortuy,

v ‘iie 14th saw Turther heavy shelling tidou_ ot
. the dey. The YW 9y cow:and post received o Glreci Lit

’ end "w" fp hud u direct bhit on & gun. In thres cays
12 - 14th, the Repinent suffered 14 cususltles, 1 futad.

. burinz these heetic deys the Theglceat waus in
continuous wupport of onr ¢dn infuntyry who were buetiling
their way Lowurds Cessns und the Suavio ldver. Wro

the 15th to Lhe 10th, things quietenecd down tnd Shelling
becune internittent. Ihis area becume known Lo Lhe
Regiment as bBoub Alley - no one need ask why.

On the 18th the Re lwent moved forward Lo a new
position. The enecny way falling beck and teking his
artillery with hia. During the following days enewmy
shelling was intermittent end light. The Regiment
continued in support of the infantry, providing fire
for ¥OUs end engeged heavy bombards and Fire Pkens.

On the night of the 23rd. the Regiment fired a barre.e
and on the 24th Cesena fell to Canidiasns and British
who entered the town from opposite siaes. un the

. 24th, the hegiment poved to a position within view ol
Cesena, and clmost on the bLunks of the Nevio.
Consideruble firing was done and & hesvy fire plan
engaped, Tue "avio was forced by itie 2nd Bde who nel
bitter resistence. e weather wes foul - pourin. rein
and the ground was & soxrase, fhe GOINBLS HOWeBVeI, Wers
falling back Cighting stubbornly.

SAVIO On the2fth the Iepiment crouses tae Havio kiver.
RIVER " The rosds were very bad and it was raining steedily.
CROBS D The position occupied wus muddy and the men were not

. under covel. No firing was done from this eres.

The eneny were elmost out of range end the nain lutorusuy
at the moment was keeping dry.

PORLER On the 28th it was lcerned Lhal tne bivision uee

FORCHE moving out oJ the line. However, a gjeciul force nellad
Yorter ¥orce, for its comwsanding offlcer, wa. belng
formed. It consicsted of an artillery, a recvcu und un
infantry unit, plus ettaclhied troops. b purjose .

to guard the right flsuk of the Sth Br Corpg Wi Vel
advancing on Faenzu and to keep that flank cleur, in
other world, a couaforming force. The three 1 Cdo lidv
Arty iegts were to form port of thir Porter Force in
turn and then heve 20 deys! rest in Cetiolice. e Cn
F1d Kegt was the firsl to belong to ltorter rorce.

un the 28LL, recce parties moved Lo fipc josilions
in the Yorter force area. ‘'he area v.as teewin, with
partisans who were working with us.
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-The Regiment moved the same day. ~ It was raining and

the ground was sopgy, and the task of moving the zuns
into position was difficult. It was necesscry to
deploy guns around fermhouses so that use could be
made of roads and tracks.

Most of the firing while the Regiment wes with
Porter Force consisted of haressing fire and enygaging
counter battery. Our role was one of apyresive
patrolling and the enemy wes loath to cross the honca
to our side of the river, except for small patrols.

¥nemy shelling was very light esnd only on one
posjtion was there shelling of the area.. Deamage was
done to-a 10th Bty gun but no casualties were suffered.
The area was full of chickens and geese and the natives
were quite willing to help the men have a good feed -

-for a consideration. The YMCA set up & cluema in San

Pietro in Campiano wnd the wen off duty attended.
All in all, the lorter Yorce operation was not too

-

unpleasant for the Regiment.

On Nov 8th the kepriment moved out of the lorter
¥Yorce area, 1ts pun positions being teken over by the
3rd Fd Regt RCA. 'he rest asrea we were going to be
in was Cattolice, on the Adrietic couast with the
Regiment billeted in an sbandoned nuavel barracks on
the edge of .the town. he barrecks were in deploreble
condition when we took over. There were no windows
end the barreks were huge, dreughty berns. ‘'here were
several of these huge dormitories built along the linecg
of a ship deckhouse and among thenm the batteries, hu,
kchelon, the kitchens and the YMCA were billeted.

'he YMCA took over an euditorium which was 1ldeal for
showing pictures. : .

In this area the emphaslis was relaxation - znd
of course, training end overhaul of equipnent. Gleaning
up was the order of the day - spit and polish.
Certain pervsonuel were sent off leave to Rome and ¥loience
and every effort was mude to provide for the entertainiient

.of the men sfter parade hours.

Lt.Col. ¢.0. Hutchison, the GO, decided tc have 8
field day - consisting of sports and conpetitions,
shooting, donkey races, motorcycle races and jeep reces.
Phie is known in the History of the Iiegiment - ney -
of the Division, as "Hutch's Holiday"., the 22nd of Lov
1944, Preparations for "Hutch's ilolidey" went on apece.
Every effort was made to gather chickens, turkeys,
geese, rabbits - by legal means of coursel Barrels of
wine were ordered snd huge banners told the outside

world that "Hutch's Holidaey" was on 1ts way.

On the 22nd, the Field Day was run off. It wes
a hugh seccess. Towl were offered as prizes for sall
contests. In the eveuing & regimentsl concert pertly
entertained the men of the Unit in the wuditorium.

The officers of the Regiment slso had a pleacant
evening in the Officers' Mess. Throughoutl’ Lhe ey
distinguished visitors caume and went - the CCRA und tue
CRA emongst others. This Field Day wes undoubltedly the
main event of the rest period and much credit is due to
those who organized i1t end carried it out.
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. The breaskout to the Lombardy Plain had not gone
according to plan. Though the plains had been reached,
the natural river berriers running ascross the front
provided excellent defense lines which the Boche used,
and also the rain snd mud prevented the use of the full
Allied powsers. On the central front Bologna proved a
stuinbling block and it wes felt 1f Bologna and Revenna
could be teken, CGerman resistance wust end, or at least
he must fell back to the north of TItsly. Thus plans
went on apace. : The plan waes for.the Canedians to sweep
up the coast eand take Ravenna, and another Cunadlan
thrust drive ulong Highway 9 towards Holoygna. An
Aumerican - British attack would cut sologna off and
meet the Canedlens in the area of Lowbardo,

On the 28th of Nov, recce parties moved to prepure
gun positions south of the Montone hkiver. The roads

"were bad, raln and mud hampered moverent to a grest deureg.

On the 29th the Regiment moved and occupied positions
in & built up area about 3000 yards south of liontone.
On our right was the Adriatic and around us was the 10.Lh
Indian Division. On their left were the New Zealanders

~pushing towards Kaenza.

Everything was quiet and there wes only lignt and

‘<oH< intermittent shelling of the area. We were not

firing as yet. The 10th Indian Div. forced a bridge-
head over the llontone, and ocur 3 CIB moved through thewn
to the forming up position for the atteuck. Everybody
was in fine fettle - but everyone wus wary. Wwe hLud been
told - that 1s the Division hed been told that the

.operation was expected to last three weeks and that we

would be out of the line by Christuan. iany of us
had rather bitter nemories of Chrilgtmes at Ortona in 1943
and the thoughts of a second Christwas in the line wes
not welcomed. :

However, all appeared to be going smoothly.
On the morning of 2 bec, at 090U hrs the Repinent, us part
of the Div Arty, opened fire in support of the ettack.
All seemed to be going well, the enemy was falling back
all along the Montone.

On 3rd Dec the kegiment moved across the Houtone
to tuke up a pesition south of Russi, Our infentry
seemed to be wadvancing well. Artillery support wuu
urgently needed ond it hed been prowmised by 1200 hre.
The 2nd Wd kepl weo the Tisst to move, va' elblivua h L
roads were bod snd Luc puns still moving el 122u bro,
the Heyiment reported the loth. Bty ready at 1258 hrwe.

rhe next few days wers spent Uiring heraseing tire
and bombards. The enemy were cleared from the ewot banks
of the Lamone, end from & leige convent overloolting the
river our F0Us could observe the other sice enl were eble
to use the Teriment to en_apc terpeto. There aun ool
1ig ht ene scottéred chelling uf the aivu. HOWEVeT,
the €th pottery cuffered coeuulties vihen U b, tublles i,
Filled by & whell, )

On the Tth or sec, Lne Regiuent fired o pro ton i

“suppolbt of the 1ot 'die in ily crocsia, of Lhe Licuone,

A1l seewed to be poin. vell end in Ul norning i 1ot
:mafmmc<:<r:afw<cﬁ,
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moswcmw. strong German counter atlacks pushed then

back swﬁs severe lossec. The next days were speat
preparing for the next crossing. Burre, % were

prepared snd eneny tarcets registered end en_sycd, special

.teams of 0P officers led by Major Harringtou and

Major Fullerton were sent to man OPs in order to pick
off eneny. They were kuown as "killing teems.".

It was while on this job that Meajor ¥Fullerton utilized

snipers from the H & I' Regt to pick off Gerwans
lolling on the banks of the Leanone. .

On the night of the 10/11 bec, aided by = heavy
artillery program in which this Reglwent took part,
the 3rd ‘Bdé crossed the Lawone and consolidated on
the other side.

Un the 1lth, recce psrties from the liegluent went
over to see if guu positions could be found. ‘fhere
were no bridges other that Jeep bridges uscross the

.river at this time. The recce party had to return

under severe and heavy shelling. . At 1200 nrs on tie

.12th, the Reglmental recce parties went over egaln

and prepared positions in foant of Bagnacavallo.

‘Meanwhile the battle wes raging furiously es the

Germans resisted with great ferocity.

The guns ceme across that efternoon and deployed,

~at one point less than 1000 yds frowm the eneumy. '‘'here

was no infentry in front of the 8th Bty and nothing
on the flank of the 10th Bty. Nothing daunted, the
gunners proceeded to dig in for all round defence.

A1l this time the fighting was very bitter.
Our FOOs with the infantry were continuously demending
fire end recelving it. On the 13th, the Carleton &
York Regt beat off 13 Germen counter ettacks aided by strong
artillery fire from all artillery regiments. At one
point the 8th Bty was firing Di#s at under 1000 yds reange
and it was not unusual for machine gun bullets to
bounce off the gun shield at night when thie guns were
engaged in harassing fire. .

Capt. A. Bruce and Gnr Koulback R. were tuken
prisoner while on FOO with the H & ¥ Regtb. Deumeands
on the Heginent were very heavy and we were firing
steadily and continuously. On the 15th the Neaviglio
conal in front of Bagnacavello was eroused in fece of
bitter resistance. Artillery support was continuous
but unfortunately the full volume of fire reqyuested in
meny cases could not be given as there way & definite

ammunition restriction.

On the 16th Dec, Bagnacavallo fell. Frowm the
16th to the 23rd. there was pitter and sanguinery
fighting to push the Germans back to the fenio River,

On the 18th, UGnrs Coullier JU, Sowmerville K, &nd
Stanhope L., Bth Bty are taken prisoner while on ¥FOU
with Capt JA bick. By the 23rd our line was firw,
about 200 - 300 yds short of the “enio, while the

Germens were firmly entrenched and dug in on both banks
of the Senio. he main job of the Regiment during these
days had been counter battery and of course to provide
close support to our infantry when called upon to do = .
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CHRIST'MAS By thig time itwas apparent that the Reginent

1944 wus to spend Christmas in the linse. It wes amo»amm
that each battery in turn be given e 24 hour stand
down, while the:two remaining betteries filled its
commlttments. Christmas day was celebrated by the 7th
Bty on the 24th, 8th Bty on the 25th and the 10th Bty
on the 26th. e:m guns were in position but nuzzle
covers were put over the mouths of the 25 pdrs and fpr
24 hours the war was forgotten. A good Xmas dinner o$
fowl was prepared by the cooks in all the Batteries -
and ewverybody repaxed - as much as one could. :

Sgt Hogbin of the 8th Bty was killed when he
stepped on a mine and Lieut Besley was wounded. The
balance of the month was spent digging in, firing for
the FOOs and sngaging counter battery m:m counter wortar.
The 7th Battery hed been set eslde solely for the
purpose of engaging mortlers and had been given speciagl
equipment. Also there wau some 1nevituble haressing
fire which kept people awake 81l night.

-0n the lighter side there was some relexation.
wmzobam. which had fallen to the 5th Cdn Armd pLiv offered
cinemas, BNSA shows and CvisaC shows. A certain proportion
of men were allowed in every day. Also there were hot
baths which wed a tremendous added wttrasction in itself.

through all this enemy shelling was rercsonably
light and infrequent enough not to worry anyone. |

New Year's eve found the Hegiment in the serne place.
The front was still unchanged. New Year's was celebrsted
by the firing of & Regimental salvo ~ the puns being
fired by the officers. ‘‘'he tlew Year was toasted with s
glass of wine, and a fervent prayer for victory in 1945
wasg uttered,. After that we went back to woirk.

On Jan 5th, the keyiment Tired in support of the
PPCLT attacking to clear out & pocket east of vhe Senio.
T'he attack was successful and nany prisoners tuaken.
The dsys were wet und miserable, and 1ain and mud nade
walking and vehicle nmovenent e nightiare.

WINTER Meanwhile plans were being mede to settle in for
LINK the winter and form a winter line based on the Luwone,
BASED The Regiment was to vithdrew east of the Lesone, leaving
ON .THE one Battery on the other side. This was the 8th Bty,
LANMONE,.. - whose task was counter mortar. 'The 8th was supposed to

move frow one position to enother so &s not to be pLine
rointed by the Germans, and also to give the inpression
that the Regiment had not movyed. The Tih and 10th Btys

- plus hkiHy moved back over the Lamone on the 13th of Jun.
The most notable feature of the new aresa was MUuw.

The 7th end 10th Btys were not to be firing fron
this new area unless DFs were called for. Also the plan
was for the &th Battery to be relieved of its firing role
by the 7th snd 10th in turn. A further festure of this
position was the strict order to dig into the ground and

» not live in houses. . This was complicsted by the sogugy
‘ nature of the ground, but everybody went at it with viu
end vigour. Enemy shelling of-the arem was negligible,
but this of course met the full approvel of all concerned.
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On Jan 13th, Major F.W. Fullerton of the Oth
Battery left for Canada on rotational leave.

During this period the front was quiet with patrol
actifity the mein feature. Yome time was spent by tie
regimentsl recce perties surveying in alternative gun
positions. in the event of a successful German counter
attack. Amnunition wes aguin cut down drestically,
much to our disgust.

- An effort was nade by some members of the Unit
to attend lenguuge classes in Ttelian and Yrench.
Of course there were the inevitable spaghetti and chicken
feeds to help while away the time. Also the weather
tried to indicate some sewblance of winter with infreyuent
snowfalls which soon turned to slush.

However, the slack period was not for long.
The 5th Cdn Armd Div was being moved out of the line, und
the 1st. Cdn bLiv was to teke over a section of their front.
On the extreme righit newly formed units of the Itelien
ATy of Liberstion - forming the Cremone Gruppa - were
holding the line north of Ravenna. The lat bd ! was to
teke over a'sector in front of Mezzano.

The 2nd 1'd Ttegt took over the positions of the
17th ¥d Regt. On the 29th Jan 45, the legiment woved
into the new positions. The 10th Bty was noved forverd
as firing battery, and took up a position esround & group
of buildings called Montupnola. the 7th end 8th siys
although deployed, were not to fire unlesy Dy on a
Regimental scale were called for.

There way very little shelling of the area for
which we were thankful.
and continuously as all FOOs in OPs were celling on the
10th. meh tirie was spent in the reglstering of terpets
and perticulerly bFs. There were literally hundreds of
L¥s to be recorded, in fect, DFs for the entire front.

The air OP wlso called on the 10th during the day, end

the nights of course saw harassing fire. However,
altlhough the l0th Bty did all the firing - actuelly
ennunition hed been once apain cut to 4 r.p.t. per Cuy
per Regt,. Meunwhilé the days wenb on. . .

jolutional leaves to Genada, whicn hed bepun wiidile
we were recting in Cattolice, begun to druin away & few
‘of the old timers such ss BUSM Saunders #né obhers.
There was ulso & stesdy flow of lesves to ltome &nd Florunce.
The YHCA had- fucilities for showing pletures wnd &
proportion of the Unit went in turn.

b ein the regiientel recce parties surveyed
elternative positions for the gunc.

A new Officers! club opened in Revenna, which club
wes frequented by thouve who could el &welr then.
rhroughout oll bLhis 1t vained regulsrly snd staudlily.

The odd scunny dey rede no jupression o the Mg L Liound.
On 9th Feb, the CU, Li-CoOl .0, -Hutchinson, leit L
command the Tih A/Tk Regt. Phe new (G0 wagl LUL-UCOL

w.¥. boohan, who cuuae iron the Bth wea.

now & “4»3

The 10th Battery weas firing stesdil
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The daily routine iutn which we hed rsllen oo
somewhie U shattered on 16 Feb when en OF in vhe tres of
the NCRs, nenned by Cupt JA Dick wes overrun by # (G
fighting patrol a«t 020C hrs. Two cipnallers fromn the
Regiment were texen prisoner. On ¥eb z0O the Tth Bty
rnoved up to relieve the 10th as firing buttery, sad Liw
10th woved becl: to occupy the TLh pusition. “lLoitly
thereufter wo heard thot Lhe Division weas noving.

This vas borne put, vhen on Teb 25th, recce partiee rron
the 3rd ¥d Tegt of the 8th Indian Liv grrived to tuk
over our positions. .

The hendover wus ucconpliged cpoothly wud on cltn
Feb, the Regiment moved outl, Ve were covnptl the irot
in the division to nove, ‘

On the ufternoon of Lhe 26th we arrived st our
destinution. The lteglment was split up in variods tovus
in®* the mountein wres of Ancona. Phe Oth wnd MO were in
San Pietro, and the 10th wus . in Frencuville d'Ete, wiile
the 7th was. in Rapsneno. .

The stay in this erea was devoted to clesning up -
rersonnel, vehicles and guns. Also there wes generel
relaxation at being out of the lineg. The people were
very friendly which made things &ll the more pleasant,

- The town folk had not seen Censdians before and very few

Allied troops hed been in this ares, so this was founé to
be virgin territory for bartering. It wee sou good, thet
one night a charecter wrrived buck ut his quarters clad
in only three srticles of clothing, trousers, tunic snd
socks, The orea wus beealng with epps and everyboudy

.had this., ri11. Jjet cunteens were set up uwnd wine colqd

t0 Lue men.

However all ¢ood things come Lo an end, end on the
morning of the 31rd March, the Reginent left for an unknown
destination, with the first stop at Foligna.

The Regiluwent arrived at Foligno where they steyed in
& large empty schoolhouse. The Auxiliary Services showed
a plcture that night and everybody retired sarly.
It was here at Foligno that the officers of the Reygiuent
learned our eventual destination - Belgiwm! Hurrah -
st long last. 11

On the 4th the Regiment Bocwa,mhmwz and night found
us in a prepared trensit cepp at Pontessieve ueur IMlorence.

-A hot meel and to bed. On the 5th the Reginent moved

apzain end night found it in a prepared cenp near Leghorn.
The route taken by the Regiment was through rerugisa,
Arezzo, Florence and Pisa. T'he Leuning Tower of Pisw
could be seen from the concentrstion area st Sen Viero

a Grado.

- The next.few days were spent in herd work. Securlity
regulations were enforced and all patches and unit marxings
were removed from uniforms and vehicles, Speaking to
civilians wes forbidden.” 7The men were told thet they were
going on & boat, but the destination was not revealed,

|
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liueh had to he dones. Vehicles were packed and
had to be marked with the proper serial nw.bers. Our boats
. were to be LSTs end loeding lists hed to be prepared,
The men were divided into parties for the various LSTs.
On the 6th and 7th, vehicles were loasded aboard the LETYs.
On the 8th and 9th; the heginent embarked at Leghorn.
We knew by thisc time that our port of debarkatiorn was to
. be Marseilles. There were two flights from the RegiLent
DEBARKED end thyy debarked at Marseilles on the 9th and 10th Meich.
& MARSETLLES The Regiment proceeded to & transit camp ourside Marseilles
10 MAR 45 where all parts of the Regiment from the differest flights
‘ and ships were redjoined, and where we found our vehicles
. and guns waiting.

-

. The 10th was spent in checking trancport end getting
AN ‘'rid of any vehicles that were non-starters. The officers
and men changed their Italian money into French francs.
Everybody was in fine spirits.
/
MOVE . On the morning of the 1lth, all vehicles and guns
NORTH set out in regimental convoy toc the north, Couthern
¥rance was indeed besutiful to our eyes. After the nud
end filth of Ttaly the besuty of the countryside really
: appealed to all. The day's run, though long, was not
. © .tiring. , The cdnvoy proceeded smoothly, und by 1700 hre
. we were in a prepared lrensit cemp neur llecon. A hot neul
. ‘and so to bed. Lhe next morning the Regl.ent set out
. agein and ageln hed & very enjoyable 1un. ‘'he weuther vus
perfect, the sun warm and bright, snd the green chsym of
. : ‘ the Rhone valley camugzht one's eye and imegination.
o By night the unit encamped at a steging sres nesr Lyons.
On the 13th. we again proceeded north. Ihhe trensport wes
behaving splendidly, with few or no breakdowns. The only
unpleasant feuture of the trip through ¥rance was the order
forbidding contact with civiliens. This was for security
reasons as it was desived to hide 1 Cdn Corp's move frouw
- Itely. It was en; unpleusant order as the people seenecd
so friendly. However it hiad to be done, and done it was.
. 'he night of the 13th was spent near Dijon. On the
14th, the convoy moved on and the night wae spent nesr the
- ‘forest of Yontainbleu. On the 15th, the kegiment srain
travelled north-west aud vy night encamped near Cenbrai.
This was the finel destination as far us was known.

BOOM However, in the norning the Regiment was on the uove
acein end soon crossed the Belpgian border, und st 1800 hrs
the 16th of Merch asrrived at the town of Boou. The taip
had been accomplished under the wmost favorsble wewsther
conditions, and the vehicles and guns errived in first
class shaype.

. . Here the Regiment stopped and to everyone's plecsant
. surprise, found that all the troops would be in buildings
and the officers were beipg billetted out. There were no
other soldiers in Boow except for a few British L of C troops.

The men were told thel this was to be & period of regt
"and refitting. New uniforus, equipment and an opportunity
to relex and enjoyv oneself. However, & lot of work muct
be done. All enuipuent eand guns had to be overiiwulsd after
the long trip by roead.
]
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The men and o6fficers took to their work with a great
deal of enthusiesm. Smartening up orders did not have to
be given, Everyone went in for spit end polish on his own.
Everyone was so0 very pleased to be in a friendly country,

‘and, as was felt, on the last lap of the war, that everyone

instinctively took an intense pride in his personal appearance.
The town of Boowm was 1n Bounds after purede hours, end the

men went. out of their way to impress the civilians with

thelr smertness of dress and carriage and soldierly hearing.

Pressed uniforms and white belts und anklets

. were the order of theday. Yvery man felt thut the reputetion

of the Division snd of the Reglment was alt stuke, They
were in e new thestre amongst new people, and they werse
golng to meke good in every way. However, let no one
think that the work was neglected. 014 velhiicles were

.traded for new - &ll equipment wes checked and overheuled.

Everything was cleened, washed, oiled and made spotless,
Tactical signs were painted on the vehicles and all badyes
except divisionel patches and signs were put up again,

1 X .

The people of Boom took the Regiment to their hearts.
All made many friends. It wos seld that the Regiment was among
the smartest thup the civilians hed ever ses. Belgian
beer was a welcome change after Itelien wine. "o edd to
all the pleasant things -~ leaves to England commenced, to
everyone's pleasure. Also the reguler receipt of EFI whisky
and beer was a welcome thing to all.

On March 24th, the officers of the Heglment held a
donce 1n Boom, teking over one of the locel clubs for the
purposs. Many of the locel dignitaries were present
and comnented on the effeir. ‘The 7th &nd Bth Bulteries
in turn hed gunners' dances as well, which were very
succassful. ‘

~ On March 25th and 26th, the guns of the Regiuent
were calibrated near Loeuwell, in Holland. Oon Har 2%9th,
news was hesrd of the offensive that had been opened end
of the successful Rhine ‘crossing. It was known the stey
would be shortened and there was a feeling of regret, yet
gladness. :

On 30th Mer, recce porties from: the reginent left
Boom to prepare a concentiration erea in Lernany.
The keginent was told its role would be to hook left jato
Holland, and that before the infentry went into sction, the
Regiment-would probebly be supporting the 3rd piv, which
was fighling 8 sava_e uction for Brmerich,

On April 2nd, the Rezinent left Avoi sl 0600 hrs on
a ¢gray morning. Vie were off to battle. 1!

By 1800 hrs 2 Apr, the Reginment moved into the cold
gray Reichwald PForest. This was the concentration area
for the bivision. The red patch was put baclk;up on
uniforms again. The next three days were spent getiing
ready to go into .action. Last minute prepurations were
being made.

On the 6th Ap1il, on only a half hour's notice, the
recce purties moveéd to a KV at Bershewmsark. The recce psrty
spent the night by the side of the rosd, sleeping in und
under their vehicles.
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To add to everything, it ruined stewdily &nd heavily.

The Regiment received orders to move on the 7th. On the
morning of the 7th, the recce parties noved édn into

Hollend and prepeled positions between Deventer end Zutphen
near the Ijssel River.

The Reginment moved on the morning of the Jth, and
deployed in the designuted area and by 1500 hrs they wers
reedy to fire. £ ‘I'he Regiment was in support of the 31d
Div, which wes fighting in Deventer and Zutphen.

Thet night, shortly after midnight, the :mmwsmba.wwwmm
its first Hos:mu in the NW ﬁcuocm aUmmem in support of
the Regina Rifles,

Once aguin the 2nd ¥ield is in. the Tight. Everyon:
seemy happy. The surroundingy are pleusant, tle ;cople
friendly, the woods, fielde snd houtes asre notl buttle
gscarred end the wesulher hus turned fine. The Boclie
do not seem to heve heuvy puns and his shelling is
desultory and scattered.

‘'he Regiment is not called upon very heavily, but
does fire a few targets. The Tth Beattery is allotted to
do Air OP shoots. Aumunition is being duuiped on the
position - so much has not been seen for nany months,
certainly not in the latter daoys of the Itelien campeiygn.
Also, the Regiment is beginning to receive new vehicles -
at long last.

On the 9th, & smoke screfn is fired for the Regine
Rifles, A few other targets are fired. The 1lst Div
was concenbrating in the imuediate uvres of the gun
position. Something seemed to be in the wir, butl nobody
seemed to know for certain.

On the 10th, the ¥00s left to join thelr resgspective
battelions, A fire plan in support of the Wwinnipeg Rifles
and the Canudian Scottish assisted them in tuking heventer.
Some firing was done by the Air OP on ferries carrying -
enemy troops scross the Ijssel, and also lots of tergets

_began to, arrive for the coming operation.

INFANIRY
OVER 'L'HE
1JsSkL

Cn the 11lth, more target lists are coming in.
A fire plen in support of the 2nd 3de is féred by the
Regiment in the afternoon. The Yats snd the Seaforths

go over the Ijssel in NBuffeloes, meetiny scettered opposilion

Intermittent firing was continued. during the day wus the
news of the Ijsuel bridgehead continued to be very zood
end prisoners were being taken in lurge numbers The
wmrpsmbd did considerable firing during the nig :d.

Shortly ufter midnipht, the 2nd Bde bepun to :mcw heuvy
HmwwwamSom neur Wilp, c:a wtm% continued to nuke good
headvey.

Reiimental vecce parties moved &t 0830 hrs on v:m
12th and crossed the Ijssel to prepare positions. Th
pcwm:dwq and recce purties seemed to becone :~>:; ujp w:m
the recced just noved right along with then. There Lus
QODcpmowcch shelliug by Jerry, and in perticuler he wes
using air burst Lo food adventage.

i



* APELDOORN

TAKEN.

The Wepgiment crossed the river und wes in action

-by 1500 hrs. Everything was mixed up. ‘'here was

infantry all over the pluace, end. guns snd morters crechking
and hooning. The afternoon and evening was spent in

-firing intensively.

. On the 13th, the bettle continued very Smwp The
.eneny wee felling back - end everybody waes just "poing" or
"swanning out", By 1000 hrs, recces moved, The guns

remained wpwuzc. “he kegiment moved on in the afterncon.
The battle had indeed bhecornie mobile. The news secried to
be unable to keep up with the swift advence. Everyorne

was naturally pleused that the unit end diviesion were doing
so well in their first operation 1n N Burope.

The Regiment was heavily engeped the night of
Hu\H> April. Over 1200 rounds of HE were expended.
Jerry is still shelling spsamodicly and intermittently.
Major Hoar's jeep received a direct hit while at Tuc 55,
(RCR) but there were no serious casuslties. .
: The position occupied on the 13th was very plewsuant.
Evervbody was very conforteble and under cover. The

countryside secmed more or less untouched by war,

Prisoners are being brought back in droves. The
Gebtmans are definitely on tite run.

The 15th of April spain the Regiment stewdily end
continuously engaged in support of the advancing infentry.
Jt was reported thet the RCks had reached the eastern
outskirts of Apeldoorn, and in fact had penetrated the
city as far as the canal. °

Recce parties were ordered forward end by 1945 hre
the 7th and 8th Butteries were in action in the new
position. The 10th had been left behind to fire propa,enda
and did not come up until 2359 hrs. The 8th Battery took
a prisoner on their position. During, the night the
Regiment fired harasssing fire and engaped severdl terpets.

G The 16th saw a quiet day with the air OP shooting
the guns and engeging eneny counter battery. 1.1 of the
7th Battery was blown up on a mine, but there were no
casualties. ,

The 17th saw the mmwmnmmm of Apeldoorn cruubling.

.e:m 10th Bty recce party, followed closely by 'the guns

noved forwerd end occupied a position west of Apeldoorn.

As the guns went through the streets of the city,

delirious crowds cheered and waved. No one hed experienced
or seen such sincere joy, and it mede everybody fesl vexy oo

As soon as the 10th was in action, the 7th, 8th, &nd
kidQ moved up. Shortly ofterwards the 7th Bty moved forward
followed by the 8th. he 10th wes engaged in u [ire plan
which lasted until 2200 hrs. By midnight, they too, were
on their way to the new areun.

v There was no ?:sc for the bulance of the uipht.
By 0630 hrs on the norning of the 18th, recce vru:»or dlo
on the move egoin end the 8th Bty ie to follow in one helt
hour.



IN 1OSIT1ON
NEAR .
VOORTHUTZ 1IN

- 51 -

’

While the 8th were on the move they touok 13 prisonerc
who were sent back to TtHy. At 0830 hrs the 10th and
RHQ moved foiward. At 1000 hrs, the Tth lespfrogged
all Batteries to e forwerd position. All the lesp-

frogeing end movement wes necessary to keep the Germens

within range. The nen were out on their feet, but
there was a breeth of victory in the air.! 1!

N By 1350 hrs, the liegiment wes on the wove agein

to another position. This was soon occupied with the
zero line of the Batteries so arrenged that thsey could

fire in all directions us no one knew for certain where
the Germans were. The night was quiet with 1little firing.
The Germnans were surrendering wherever contacted.

The westher was sunny snd vern. kveryone Look
advantesge of it and peruission was obteined to wear
shirtsleeves during the day until the cool nights forced
one to don s tunic.

The night of the 18/19 April wes aslso very guiet.
A speciel wission wag given to the Wegiunent on the 19th.
The Tth Bty was sttamched to the RCRs, wnd the Cth, 10th,
and R0 noved to tuke up & new position. The purpose
is to provide support for the lst pde in sweeping the
area of any pocketls of fiernwsns thet mey still be cround.
Howsver, no Gernsns were found and the Re iment returned
to its originel position.

On the nmorning of the 20th, the keginent received
orders to move. It wes hoped thet this would be o
continuation of the cweep over the ijsegel, end wouly
now esspult the Grebbe Line. However -thet waes not Lo e,

Recce-partiec moved first aud the Reriwent follovceu. -
The position was near Vooithuizen. Orders were received
for troops to neke thenselves as confortable as possible
as the position was likely to be occupied for sowe little
bime, probaebly two weeks. Nauturslly we ull begen to
wonder what politics were brewing. Bverybody wus keyed
up for a swift wdvance, snd was diseppointed by the nelt
in operations. To add to everything, most of the Nepinent
is 1living under canves end the dsys are wet and dull.
On the 21st there is little firing, but nany Db¥s to plot.
There are reports that the Germeans ere ruiding sone of
the nearby comunities, shooting wend looting. A fire plan
is leid down to shake up sny Jerries hiding in the arcwu.

On the 22né, "¥F" Troop noved so es to taxe adventezg e
of more confortable billets. Verious other dispositions
are nade to take advente.e of some buildings that hed
been vacated. The YMNCA brought up its projector and
was showing pictures to & few of the men al a tine.

, The 231rd caue gulietly. The 10th Battery received
permission to stund down for three hours. The 23rd iu

the 30th snniversary of the battle of St.Julian, end

is annually commenorated b the 10th Bly. The Fettugy
peraded for Divine Cervice, taken by H/Cepl. bevie.
After the service, Lt-Col E.F, HMc Cordick wmdurecced Lhe
Bettoery on its pust history and the events of It Julien
Day,11915.
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An issue of rum was served for the occasgon, and a
special luncheon was provided for the owwwowwm. WOs
and visitors. The letter included Lt-Col McCordick
a former BC, Lt-Col Stewurt Jones, u forwmer CO of tha
Regt, Lt-Col VW.l’. Duohan, the present CO and the Yudre
H/Capt Davis. The cooks did an excellenl Job on the
meal whicn was not spoiled in any way by the temporary
presence of six bobttlec of liguid refresluiient which
the Bty Captein and the Bty Commender hed cnoo<mhma
on one of thelr less legitimate forays. .
A move wes in the wir and everyone relt yuite
@Hmmmmmmco:w it.

‘On the 24th, recce-parties noved to bwmtm%m &
position near Swartbroek. On the 25th the Regiment
moved-to the near area. The accomodation in this area
was ample snd everyone was under cover of sowme sort,

It was decided also that the Batteries would go out
of action in turn so ss to prectice Tp and Bty
deployments. This will be termed "floguling a dead horse",

It has been ordered thst the only tepete which
may be fired without reference to HJ RCA are DFs.
The 10th Bty went out on 1p deployments to-day.

The 27th turned out to be a dull rainy day.
The situation had by this time become nost strange.
Kverybody is wondering what 1s going on. Vie ure

forbidden to fire unless actually attucked.

The answer seems to be that negotiations have
been poing on to permit the passeage of food through the

"German lines into the starving perts of Hollend.

The food situation in Holland explained the cessation
or suspension of active hostilities in the area.

On the 28th, orders were given that there would
be no firing of eny sort by the Regiment.. The 8th Bty
spent the day doing deploynents. Leaves to Englend and
Canade kept everyone busy and :mwrwa breek the monotony
of existence.

The mein interest lay in listening to the world
news. In Holland food negotiations ere going on.
In Germany victory is close, and in Itely - our Iltaly -
the Gernens are beaten. I’lens are clso in progrecu
for & lala Artillery :mx. and peredes era tu feature
the day. Major Zuvitz is in cherge of sports and
HMajor Harrington iec in charge of paredes. only 10
officers and 175 other ranks mure to be on parade frou:
the Regiment.

Phe 2nd and w»m of May pessed quietly. On 2ud oy
the Regiment fired its lest shot in encer - & Reglnontel
salvo. gveryone is wgiting tencely und expectuntly -
g0 much seenc to be in the airl Un the 4th, due to
wenther end other fuctors, the Galu Artillery e wus
indefinitely postponed. It was ennounced that the Gerutins
in NW Gernany m:a flollend had surrendered. :

i
At 0000 hrs on the 5th May the surrendsr in

. Hollund becones eflective. The dey was speat quietly

waiting for whet was to cone.
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At lust after over five yewrs of terror and
destruction, the "super ruce" is forced to sue for peace,
The fight hes been brought this time, not to their door-
step, but over the threshold and into their.homes.

They heave had to experience some of the herdships thet
had been forced upon peoples taken under the "protection®
of ,the Fatherland. Thus the objective had been sttsined,
not without cost and hardships. Some courades ha¥e not
lived to see the fulfillment of the task, &nd to these
men we all give thanks and pray that their supreus
sacrifice has not been in vain, and thet this will indedd
be peace.

The Regiment has travelled & long &nd rough road
since entering the conflict one year and ten ronths a0,
They heve fought under extremes of climute frown the dry
blistering heat of Sicily to the cold wet winter st
Ortona. Through the hills in Sicily end Itely to the
flat lodunds of Holland, There have been changes in
comnand, in the ranks, in organization end tactics, but
one thing that throughout remeined unchanged, was the
determination to beat the Ilun at his own game, and never
falter until this was donse. And the Reginment csan
proudly say thet it does not know the meaning of the
word "retreat".

-t A word of praise must be given to the unsung
heroes whose less spectucular work is often tuken for
granted. To the attuched personnel of other Corps,
namely the KCCS, RCLME, RCASC (cooks), RCAMC, CCS&, CLC
and RCAIC, and to the Auxiliary Services Supervisors
and helpers, the Regiment gives its grateful thanks.
For-without their assistence, a unit could not function.

On 6th May, Protestunt and Gatholic services were
held by the Regiment to give thanks for the end of the war.
- It was announced that the Germans in Holland would
be treated as capitulated troops and not as I'W. Also
arrangenents were beinyg made to turn in smell arus,
eammunition and elso our guns.

On the 8th, the Regimentdl Officers and senior NCus
were briefed on the work the Regiment would be expected
to do. Namely, assist in disemwing end collecting the
Germans and despatching them to where they were to go.

At 1430 hrs, the Regiment, without puns, moved off
to ils new area where they would be smployed in their
new dutles. The route went through Rotterdan und ou
to Gravendesl. 1t was more than just & nove, Tt wen
a triumphel procession! Throtigh Utrecht the rouring
erowds, throwing paper and flowers, sicuted Lheir
gratitude svnd joy. In Rotterdam the milling throngs wwde
passage of vehiicles elmost an impocwibility. TIn the
smaller towns snd villuges, the extent of the grecting vias
none the less tumultuous and sincere even though the
crowds were snaller. \Vhen we finelly reeched Gravencoul,
we were mobbed by almost hysterical crowds.,

Wwa found thut part of our duties would be Lo ,ulicu
the Islend of bordrechit kuown as eres H,. Phe reoinenbel
detuil would consist of four armoured veunicles, Tour
wen per vehicle and a subsltern in chuarge.
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bach vehicle cerried a radio on Reptl 1link wnd en
interpreterwuss provided for each putrol by the Dutehl
Underground. The purpose of the putrol wus Lo ensuie
lew und order by show of force end if action wue
necessary, speedy reference for authority could bLe
obtained over the air.

On the 9th, an arooured fighting petrol consisting
of all ermoured vehicles in ths Kegiment under I jor
Gilehrist went to investijete an "incident" between
civilians &nd Germens st Bolnes. - The trouble vies over
at the show of force, but there were degéd end wounded
on both sides. '

The Tth Bettery went under the cort.wud of the
1st Field to wsusist thew in theiry patrol duties.

On the 10th, our duties in comnection with Ll
assenbling end screening of Gernens besen in esrnest.
Deteils were sent out to bring in Geruans to coucentritlion
areas where they could be searched und despeutehed
elsowhere for removel to Germany.

The Germans were sllowed to keep their ailitary
formations, also receive commands from their ovwn officers,
They were allowed to rebain issue articles other then
their arms, but anything else in the nature ol loot

was to be tuken away by our "stripping parties®,

Vehicles snd nen were being sent out to pbther
up German vehicles and equipment aud take then to dunps.
On the 10th, the armoured patrols were cut to Lwo vehicles,

On the 11th, the Regiment left for Slikerveer.
uring the day e palrol wes sent to investigete trouble
at Dubbeldorn. It wes found that there was no trouble
but. that there was en uneasy tension &s the Hollunders
were sick of the sight of the Germsns and wanted then
out of the way.

. Our roving patrol wes involved in an accident
but there were no fatal injuries. Also during the day
& Dutch civilien was hit end killed by a 7th Bty truck.
On investigation it vas proved thet the driver was
bleameless., ° :

As an exauple of what was coming in, ana of wiat

.the Regiment is doing, e day's"tekings®™ 1s recorded hora.

"25 Officers und 718 ORg"

Rayonets 168 .
Fistols 4]
Rifles 505
LMGs 17
- Auto Rifles 15
Aurmo Pouches 200
Blankets : 78
. Vehiclews 78
o M/c 5
Bycveles 108
. Wag ons 45
Horses 150
Yignoel Fistols 6
Binoculars 5

Compessey 12
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The 12th is spent in the sane way. ranrmnmc
keep coming, in and details are continua ww% being ‘sent
out. Many Germens are being brought in end UmH:r
"stripped". Loot end weapons are tuken eway, &nc the

(termens are consigned to a concentrution area znd the
naterial to dumps.

Sunday the 13th errives but there ic no
occowwczuww for a church parade. etalls end
assignments are keeping everybody very busy.  Aucngst
the Germens thet heve been through our hands, there
have been four Gernen nurses to be taken to the

- women's concentratbtion ares in the hague. [ addition

to these, there s1e’two Germen feusles - appurently
of - the owamcv profession in the world - to be disjposed
of. .

I'he sare duties corried through the 14th.
Detaile &nd nore deteils. The rotterton area in wiich
the unit worked had contained 18,000 terwans, end the
kegiment hed been assigned a large nuuber of thew.

A epeclol seuarch party was vent into the
bordrecht area to locate ang strey Geruons. The purty
reported the ares vs conpletely cleared. ipecial
details of wen &nd quads went out to Rotlerdam to
concentrate vehicles.

the 15th was a usual dey, wiidicihh neant thut
m<c~%30m< wat working, end working ot top speed.
the ernoured patrol was cut to two wrnoured cars by
day &nd one by night. thig nede rore personnel aveliluble
for the details which kept pouring in.

Un the 16th. the CRA visited the area undel control
of the 8th Bty, end was quite plesced. T'he rovin_ &rmoure
patrol report instances of active antegohism by the
civilisns ersinst Germans working under Che airvection.

A woman found in one of the German ceupst in termen

‘soldier's clothinz was sent to Civil Affuire in order

for thew to w:<mcepmmam £k her cleim of usmww sleta
spdb one of the soldiers

Meanwhile & “Lemoustrution Grui™ wes Leln,
orpanized. Yo us it wes known wsu Lhe 1 Cdu Div Ciicus.
The “"Circus® was Lo concentrate on the 17th and be
sell contulned. Major Gilchrist was in chluerye of
the Znd Kield detoclunent. Tne idee wes to nieke a8
tour of the principesl Dutch towns showing exeai] les
of the eguipment used in 1 Cdn bLiv. The artiliery
pilecss end other weapons will be on =how, &nd sn
wbcmwbwmwmk will ¢ive a short talk on esch piecce ¢f
eguipment.for the enlightenment of the !'ollunders.

On the 16th, the liz-allocation blunks cune iu

.,m:a in the nain vere conmpleted. At the rmonent, the

far Last is receiving s pcor second to bewvbilizatiou.

On e:. 17th. @ new interpretur who spouxe
gxcellent mpclish wes ettached. Trucks were benb inte
Rottérdan to teke the renr to & show, Dupy of Line nen
howdver, are quite conbenl Lo speux Lo Lire civiliom .
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On the 16th, Gerpans were bein: eXauined, snd
the verious natlionelities seprated, i.e., Yoles,
Rusciasns, ete.

In the evening en open air street dunce wes
organized by Mr. Diehlthe Auxiliary Services Surpervisor.
The dance started rather codly, and slovly, but the
Supervisor had the bright idea of hending a chocolate
bar to any ¢irl who denced with & Cunsdien. Vnether
it was the chocolate bars or the charm of tie Canucks
is rather uncertain, but the dance livened up and
everyone had v r0llicking tine,

buring the dey we recbived word thet the e inent
vas to supply 100 - 12% men plus officers znd NCOs
for a Ceremonial Farade to the held in hhie He ue.

The duye have been fine and generelly weru.
As often as not, shirt sleeves are being worn during
the day. Liberty trucks were allowed into Rctterdew

"end although everyone was working hard, existeance wass not

unpleasent.

On the 19th, prepsrations were bLeing made for
the Royel Salute in the Hague. Blank awuanition wus
being gsthered from the Hague ., A further prohlen wug
to find bayonetc ard frogs for the troops taking purt
in the parade. . .

A church purade as held in yilkerveer on the 20Lh.
Final orders for the Ceremoniel Psrade came in.

A serious acclident occurred at one of the sub .
dunmps. A fire liquid box had exploded eud set a petrol
tank on fire. . Soon ammunition was popping &ll over
the place. L/S¢gt Monk, HM. was killed instantly and
three British gunners and some Dutch collaborationists
were burnt or wounded. By 2130 hrs the fire was
practically out.

On the 21st of May & composite Battery frowm the
2nd Field 'egiment took part in the Cerewoniel Parade
in ben Haeg.. The 7th and 8th Btys had supplied one
gun and crew and the 10th Bty supplied two guns send
crews for the salute. A composite battery or 105 nen

"wes in the march past under Major loar.

On the 22nd. L/dgt lMonk wee buried in a sinple
service. The first screed and names of personnel for
the repatriation draft came in, much to everyone's
excltement.

‘'he 24th found the unit still counting end scresning
Germans. Everyone was hoping it to be the last of the
Germans on their way to the "Vaterlend". Two Gernuns
excaped from one of our camps - one wes caught and tie
other was making his way to Hotterdan, Civilian clothes
had been smugygled into canp by a butch wonan.

: On the 25th, marching orders cuue in for nost
of the Gerumans. They were at long last on their wey
back ,to Germany.
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On the 26th, the first Germans left on their
way back to Germany. The day was marred by a stoudy
rainfall. In the evening the 10th Bty gave a dance

. in the Ritz theatre in Slikerveer. It wes a ¢reat purly

and everyone hed a grand time,

kveryone was pleased to heer of the high
comaendation paid to Lieut ¥Elsdon for his leadership
and courage during the recent explosion which cost the
life of L/Sgt Monk.

During these days everyone is busy. Escort duty
Guard duty, Provincial and Federsl elections, Deuonstretion
groups,” and of course, relaexation in Rotterdam -
not to forget Slikerveer and Ridderkerk. .

A dinner was held by the CO and offiuers of the
2nd Fd Regt in honour of Major Hoar and Capt Van Gorder
who were returning to Canade on the 3lst.

The voting in the bLominion and Provincisl
elections has been heavy. The men in this Reyiment and
in all bLivisions are keenly aware of the uncertein
future and of thelr responsihilites as Canedien citizens.

The Rehsbixitetion program was being orpganized
at this time. Ma jor Muir, OC 10th Bty, has been
gppointed unit educational officer. riis task is to
line up lecturus and lecturers for this program.
The main job inthe Army now was to educate,
reliabilitate, to play sports and of tourse to parade. .

. T'he 1st of June found everyone still at work.
Escorts were still being detalled and sent on dutles
such as teking berges to Haarlem, Uen llelder and other
places. g

On the 2nd June, the inhabitants of Slikerveer '
and Ridderkerk put on a concert for the Regiment in
the Ritz theatre. The concert was & magnificent effort.

‘t'he next few days were spent polishing, peicting
cleaning end shining up. All this in preperstion for
& ceremoniul puruade in vordrecht on the 7th end in
Rotterdam on the 10th June. Everything was glittering
for the parade through Iordrecht. The CRA toolk the
salute s a very resplandent Div Arty rolled past the base.
A great cheering crowd thronged the steeets.

Phe 8th found intensive preparstions for the bLig
parede in Yotterdam wl:1re the 1lst Cdn Inf Div wes to
pay its respects to ' . tGen HLG Crersr , the Aruy
Comuznder. (ten Crerar at one time commaended the 10th
Bty of this regiment. An BMSA show put on a very good
performance for the regitient in the Ritz theatre.

the 10th dewned bLright and sunoy’ At un ewrly
liour the ftegiunent was on the move through Clikerveer wud
Ridderkerk and out Lo the outobshn on the wmain pordiruchi
Rotterdem road.

'

|
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We euntered the eust end of the city behind
HQ RCA and the RCHA, teking our place in the bVivisional
lineug. The lat. Cdn Inf Dlv filed pest the saluling
bave where General HDG Crerar took tne sselute.
He was flanked by Lhe Corps Comununder, Lt-tien roulkeo,
and the GOC l1lst. Div. bajor Gen. H.G. roster,

‘'he following duyse sew a lot of viork bLein, done
to prepsre our equipuent for handing over to tre duups.
I'he basebull  -tean under the direction of Capt \:alker
and Sg¢t. NMochenski was playing heads up bell egoinct
other divisionul teans at the Stediuww in hotterder.

-Un the 14th, &« detecluwient of iCKs under tieut
Burne put on » pgrand display of the “Pearade Grcund
doldier". 1t vue excellent ‘snd Lhe men very suart
in theixr novenents. the Regiment witnesced Lhis
deumonstretion in proupy cud evervone wuo impresaed.
‘the butch civiliwns who wotched thic were no lese in;recnsc

Liberty trucks were belng cent Into hotterdon
nightly und Lhe men werc not sbusing the priviled, .
e YRCA woen showlng, two cinumes o weell in bthe dile
Theelre for the heciacnt. Alsd bout trins were
arranged by the supervisor. Al: these arisnities
were proving very populer with the nen.

Ou the 15th, the CO and olf'ficer: of tue Ru inient
entertained ol 8 dance held at the Vecht Club in
Rotterdsi. It wes & pula evening enjoyed by all.,

Repatrietion drafts were poing slowly, und
there was considerable dissefaction with tlie nethod of
selsction. "lMeny high polin% men were being left Lelind

“end other lower point nsn were  being pubt on the draruy,

The Babteries reported thelr vehdceles ond jfunsg
ready to be turned in, fleanwhile it had besn decledd
to wove Lhe division to the Uthbecht erea in order to
concentrate. Prepasrations were going ocn spuace for the
nove. .

In the neuntime nmany of the "old tiwmers" [row Lhe
regiment were departing for the ¥ar kast Force, the
Occupational Force and on Repetriution drefts. .
New officers and ORs were cconming in frowm Reinforcenent
units and frow regiments that were being disbanded.

These persounel were bein; posted to the lst Liv us they
had sufficient points to go home witih the formation.

It is runoured that the formation will be lsaving llollaad
the latler port of July on 1ts huppy Jjourney buck to
Cunada, Leaves to knglend, also tou HYrussels, were in
full swing snd the liberty trucke kept rolling in Lo
Rotterdawm duily. )

On the 20th, the guns of the Regiument lert for ths
MNijmepen ared, to be turned in. Qur old fricnds wnich
had sei1ved us so well vere helng tuken away. The war

.was indeed over und the srouad home seeisd closer Litn ever.

'fhe day was spent in paclking stores and potting reedy
for the move.

_ RHi; gave & dance at the'Ritzy wheatre in Slikerveel.

It was a ¢{1eat cuccess.
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A new repatriation 1list ceme in on the 21st,
and once erain many high point men huve been overlooked.
It is hoped Lhut the repelristion scheme wmy be ironed
out at an early date.

The days saw 8 great deal of attention peid to
‘sports, volleyball and softbell being the most populsar.
Inter-troop and inter-battery competition wes encoursgged.

M .
HMOVE TO . . Final preperutions were beinyg wade for the nove,
ULRECHT and on the late afternoon of the 22nd, the Regiment
AREA noved to the Utrecht area. T
22 JUN 45 :

The new area wus au ideal canping area, sheded
by large trees. Tents wr e quickly pitched end offices
set up and socon the area got that "lived in" feeling.

. » On the 23rd. it wuas learned Lhut ell Hepat brefts
were frozen for unknown reusons. fumours were aflost thot
the Reglment was going to wmove sgein. ‘I'he reasons bLeing
that under conditions as they were, there was not
sufficient tentuge to go around in the event of inclement
weather. It was confirmed that the Regiment would be
moving again on the following day. However the move

v .. would only be for e short distance, and in the new arsea

,, . aumaosocwacmmoamczuwmwbmmeoHmwwm<m«5mdmcdmwownmmm.

Reinforceunents are being posted to the HKegiwment.
This is part of the cross posting scheme according to
_.territoriel «ffiliations. . . .

. On the 24th. the Regiment moved to its present
area. RHO was, set up in e bullding - formerly & school
houss. The batteries were gset up in a wooded area
under canvas. However the area was much plessenter than

the previous ons. The offigers! ress was set up 1n &

. . large building some distance from the men's lines.
REHABILI'TAYTTON In this area it is hoped to start the repatriation

LECIURES. =~ schems going in full swing apgain. Emphasis is being placed

. : *on recreation within the area, and of course the
rehabilitation program is going full swing.

The Repat. drafts sre coming in stewdily though

they are sll frozen. Brigadiers, CGolonels and Lt-Cols,
Majors and Ceptains, WOs and Sergeants cannot go in any
event, whether on a reput  druft or not. It seems Lhut
frowm information fiven by officlel sources, thot men
who are with the Repiment now will be going home with
the Unit -~ unless by some stroke of 111 fortune, they

N are sent to COr.

It is intended to repatriate all men over 150
points before the Bivision noves.

The Officers of the Reginent are holding a dance
‘ - in their mess on the 30th June. It promiskés to be ¢
. gala affeir, !

Thus the dayvs o by. We sit and listen to leclurss,
; play,bull, attend cinemas, when they are tvailable, und &icve
all, sit and weit -, waiting for the heppy bour when e
shall step ontc the boets on our way HOME.
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the Regiment does sffect us sadly.

al) end.

. Lt-Col.
,ra;oowu
fducow.
Lt-Col.
.Hdvcow.
Hanoow.
Lt-Col.

Lt-Col

Major
zmuoa.
Ma jor
Ma jor
zmuow.
Ma jor
Major
zmuow
) Emuow
Ma jor

Ma jor
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.

It is with regret that we see the faces of

our comrades disappearing, and the thought of leaving
But the bitter
task is ended, and the lony weary roead seewms to be at
Our goal is at long last ia sightll .

COIIANDLING OFIWICERS

2nd CAHALIAN FIKLD LRLGIMEMT KCA.

A.E.D. TREHAINE  ®D
C.E. DePencier
.M. MEDLAND.
H.H. HAGUE
G, HANNAH o
A STEWARY -JONES ,
G.0, HUTCHINSON
W.P.  DOOHAN
SECOND 11 GOLLAND.
B Y. 1MeCORDICK
G WALKER
H.o. GRIFFIN
G.W. HANNAH
J.B. BAIRD
G.W.  -HAUNAH
"H.A. MURDOU K
1. HAIINAH
DR, ELY
mL K, MeCURDLCK
W.R. GILCHRISU.

iobilizution
24 Treb 1941
21 Jan 1942
24 tov 1942
10 liee 1943
14 pec 1943
18 Jul 1944
10 ¥Feb 1945

Mobilization.

6 Jun

6 Jan
w Aug
21 Jul
26 Aug
10 lec
14 lec
3 liay
30 Jun
18 Jul

1941
1942
1942
1943
1942
1943
1943
1944
1944
1944.



CATUALLTRY -~ OFPFICLKRS.

2nd CANADIAN FIELD WieGLIissr R.C.A.

Killed in Action

Capt.  D.F.I. UARD 31 Jul 1943
Lieut. 1. JOHCAS 7 Aug 1943
Lieut. R.1.  LAPENGLS 29 Jun 1944

Died of Viouuds.

Lieut. J.U. . IALLISON. 21 bec 1943
Wounded. )
" Major t:W. MULLERION 1 Aug 1943-
Capt. G.A. BATON 23 Oct 1943 & 9 Doce’ 194
Cept. T.L. CARTER T bec 1643
S Lt-Col.H.!M. HAGUE , 9 lec 1943
Cept. V.A. RYAN (RCALG) 22 Jun 1944
Capt. J.5. 0MPON . ' 18 ey 1944
Lt-Col.G.0, HUTCHINON 16 Sep 1944
Cupt. J.B. NMOOHN 22 SBep 1944
Lieut. Dh.W. GRuBLN le Oct 1944
Lieut. J.l. HEGLEY Y 25 Dec 1944
Prisoners of YWur.
Cept. A.E. BRUCE 13 Lec 1944.

3

HOWOULE AND AVARDS « O FICEKD

D.S.0.

Lt-Col. H.H. HAGUL. '
0.But. .

a jor .6, SPEUAKL-JOMBN,
g.c .

Capt. T.L. CARTER

Capt. A.D. CARPENTER
Capt. J.%, ORYOM

Cept. G.A. I 'UON

Capt. R.%. FLEZGERALD.
Capt. E.R. ZAVITZ4.

Méntioned in Despatches.
‘ " Major  %W.l'. LOUHAN
Major C.F. HARKINGLON
Ma jor T V. PULLERTON
‘. Mujor W.R. GILCHRIST.

.
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2nd CAHADIAN rinbD letell.mel! HUA

v

e jor J.R. LICKLY l.obilizetion
Lia jor r.P. prull.oty ltov 1940
Major L' POULYL YK 2 [.axr 1942
Major RoGe KINGE Ton tiow 16472
Ma jor Fow. rULLERION 24 Apr 1943
Major G.A. PANKER Jul 1944
Major Jorte mnonale 1l Ang 1944
Major Db, HORLOK 15 tiov 1944
lia jor g, GAVLILLG TG 15 buee 1944
Capt. For. DUCKEKIL Jun 1945,
10th BlY - 2nd CARADIAN F1BELD REGIITELY 1ICA
Major gL, TTeCORDTICK Yiowilicetion
llajor- J.Re IOCKIw ec 1739
Yajor .0, LACH 4 Aug 1940
Major oK, AMEY 2 reh 1942
Lajour i HEil 20 Apr 1942
Capt, L., WALk (A/0C) 1% Jul 19473
Major . R.G. KILIGSTON 10 Aug 1943
Major Vi i, GOLIRIY 29 eb 1944
Ma jox G.A. RUHBIFORD T Vay 1944
Me jor Goire HARWIHNGPON 10 JSep 1944
Ne jor J.b. MYLR 1 Diwy 19495

Major
Me jor

Capt.

lla jor
Major
Licjor
Major
liajor
Major
Major
Major
Capt.
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1945
1945,



LOLINAaL ROLL Of OF'FICERS

12 Juue 43

21d CAlLiADIAN FI®LD REGILUOHT RaCena

1Ge

Lt.Col.

lajor

Fth BATTLRY

Major
Capt

Capt

Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

8t BATLERY

Major
Cupt

Capt

Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

10th BAYTERY

Major
Capt

Capt

Capt

Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut
Lieut

ONFRS o»TTACHED T BXCisS5 UF

Holie

ﬁ,v....‘v

d.0s '
Se

lodis
Jalle
HaWe

c....uo

HNOMV.
m‘-owﬂv
Ceire

vaCoe
Wello
Coio
DoF.
R.Go
w'mv

Weilo
Ro.lte
D.I.
‘.<OQQ
Jonre
AoDs
Tols

Jodolo
Je.He

R.
R.F.
f..g.°<.‘°<.o

(On sailing for Sicily)

HAGUL LD

HalNEa

HYDE

HOWILT

4CatC

PERFECT RCal.C
dB8LLE
HILDS:
RQUSE

LURDCCK
ZAVITa
BaTCH

FORT

CHILD ..o
DY¥EL.L
PILLITER
FITZCERLLD
HICGGS
BLOUIN

DR

FULLx

ELLICTL |

YARD

GOUDFius{
CAMPBELL
CARPLUTLR
CARTLER
JONCLS
PESaHT
JORRUW

REID

WALELER
FOSTLER
LICHTSDOL
WISl
BLOCL
BRUCH
SOHW.RTZ
WAL LR
LAPEHSEE

Hobo

Supervisor
Lieut
Lieut

do
Ro
R,
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