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COMMANDING OFFICER’S NOTES

Just a few points to update everyone with developments within the unit.

The Regiment’s guns are still wheelless?, rimless?? immobile??? grounded ?7?? Whatever the

terminology we are not able to deploy the guns at the moment due to the failure of the current split rim design. New
rims have been ordered and deliveries have abeen received at some bases. It is rumoured that if you examine the 25
pounder on the parade square you will detect a resemblance to the new design.

We have also recently lost our LSVW Command Posts and ILTIS OP vehicles for the installation of the TCCCS
radio system and will shortly have our BFCS artillery computer system replaced with the IFCCS system. (A glossary
of military acronyms may be beneficial with each issue of the newsletter). [Ed’s note: True!]

Well, with all these modifications the Regiment was faced with Ex COUGAR SALVO with no equipment. The only
solution was to fly to the Home Station and borrow WATC ADS equipment and fire our remaining ammo allocation
prior to the end of the fiscal year in-25C (with a wind chill driving it down to about -40C) temperatures which were
not the normal temperatures for our lower mainlanders in March: they were all mighty happy that they had received

their [ECS (that does it. A test will follow on all these abbreviations. [Ed’s note: See following report on Shilo ex]



I would strongly encourage everyone to join us on Saturday the 21* April at 1430 hours when ©
Medal Parade to award the CPSM Medal to those members of the Regiment who have servec
peacekeeping operations. At last count, this was a total of 29 members. This will also be my !
as I have accepted an appointment to work at Army Headquarters, Ottawa, within the Project Manzgemen: Team for
the Land Force Reserve Restructure.

1 look forward to seeing you all there at the parade and I'm sure I'll be speaking to you all in the near S

NEWS FROM THE REGIMENT

(By Lieutenant D.P.. Gayton, CD)

Exercise CAUSTIC SHOCK, an annual evaluation effort conducted under the auspices of WATC ADS (Weszzm

Area Training Centre, Artillery Detachment Shilo was held at the Home Station 23-25 March 2001. Because the
Regiment’s guns and prime movers have been grounded and a new radio system is being installed in our other weincias
drastic measures were undertaken. #

The Regiment deployed to CFB Shilo Friday evening (23 Mar) via commercial air carrier. We landed in Winnipeg
and suffered our first shock crossing to the bus awaiting us ....frigid. After a windy yet dry trip to Shilo we were
housed in the still standing L101, grabbed two hours sleep before reveille (0400 BC time), a quick meal in M101 and
then yet another eye opening trek to the gun park. Our Advance Party comprising the BC, Captain McCready, WO
Commars, WO Lum, Mbdr Gee and Bdr Ouellette had signed for the entire Battery stores and arranged for all further
activities.

The Safety Briefing of the Battery, minus all those required to attend the Calibration Point, moved to a Prepare for
Action position near Wood Hill. Recce, having calibrated director heads and compasses, prepared a position for
occupation between Trig Wye and Tele at the intersection of Casino Road and Gopher Trail. This position proved
most suitable with a CofA of 1900, while the two FOO parties and the BC’s party occupied Sugar.

The first of 300 rounds went down range at 1035.  Sgt Chiu’s detachment provided the first adjustment with the
second going to Sgt Johnson’s (borrowed from 26" Field-Brandon) detachment. The remainder of the morning and
early afternoon was occupied with AN (Area Neutralization) Missions, sorting out ammo drops, and learning all
about the new environmental clothing - the IECS.

. The variety of items in this new clothing system coupled with the old mukluks, circa 1935, certainly did the trick in
the cool spring of Shilo. Temperature low was -22C (8 below zero ) and that coupled with a breeze, which started
in Regina and picked up speed moving east, provided a new learning experience for many of the Lotus Land
Gunners. Some of our members were able to provide assistance in sorting out the new kit due to experience with
SFOR (Stabilization Force) on Exercise LIMBER GUNNER held one week earlier in Shilo.

New Hayboxes have been introduced to the system as well - and they really work! We had hot rations prepared in
the Home Station kitchens and catered directly to the Gun Line. Gun seconds-in-command Mbdr Gee and Tennant
were busy ramrodding the activities of the troops through reduced detachments as MOLAR (Quartermaster) WO
Lum assisted by Pte Sutherland arrived on position. This was WO Lum’s final exercise with Guns. His high standard
of care and attention to detail will be missed immensely.

Throughout the FOO parties, consisting of Captains Watts and Purcell, Mbdr Erickson and Bombardiers Campbell
and Spruston kept lively fire mission on-going under the watchful eyes of Capt McCready.

Recce, meanwhile, continued to prepare positions including a Day for Night ( £d’s note: “Day for Night” is the
MAX recce wherein director heads are set up at each gun position in turn to give exact bearings and angle to director,
gun aiming posts and night RO [reference objects]. This was the confirmatory exercise for four members of the
regimentally run Recce Tech course. Newly minted Recce Techs from this exercise include Sgt Holt, Bdr Skuce and
Gunners Coleman and Newmann. The ever watchful eyes of the GPO and Recce NCO (Mbdr Young) were much in
evidence.




Anticipating the BC’s intention, orders were given to continue preparing the position and tentage started to sprinkle
the Gun Position. The exercise focused on the aspects of technical shooting as opposed to the BK continually
upgrading local defence. Fire planning began in late afternoon heating up the CP a wee bit. This in itself was a good
thing since the heater for the box was not operational and we can all imagine how much coolness that large metal clad
structure garners. WO Commars, as the Tech WO and prime shooter, worked closely with Mbdr Mach on the
Ballistic Fire Control System (BFCS), and a newly minted Artillery Communicator, Pte Godsoe, to expedite the
ntentions of those on the hill.

The CO was present and managed to work his way on to a Gun Platform and performed as a No 2. FIRE! ON!
2Lieut Campbell was provided the exclusive tour of the Ops by the CO and was more than ready to be able to brief
the MTSC (Militia Training Support Centre) personnel who arrived on the position at 1600 for the remainder of the
Exercise. The Safety Officer, Capt Dorris, was close at hand during all missions and will attest to the difficulty in
sprinting in mukluks, especially during the first applications of using fuzed ammunition.

A stand-down was called during dusk while we were awaiting a darkness level suitable to fire off the first of 40
illumination rounds. Throughout the next hours lateral spread and coordinated illum was the order of business - until
0030. Night routine commenced after the verification of the the FPF (Final Protective Fire). Bdr McLeod spent his
evening in Shilo starting every vehicle every hour and running it for 15 minutes. Standard two man roving pickets -
were established in addition to the Duty Officer and the Signaller in the CP.

‘Everyone on the platforms had an opportunity to challenge themselves through employment in a variety of positions

from Gun Guide to No 2 - No 7. Mbdr Mezaros worked diligently with Bombardiers Schultz, Butler, Dajko and
Gunners McKenzie, Hamon-Dass, to keep the guns firing.

FPF 3 rds FFE was called for at 0602. Fire planning continued throughout the early morning, with Prepare to Move
being issued at 0900. All ammunition was expended at 0928 closely followed by Cease Firing. Final Salvage was
picked up, charge bags burned, the area policed and the Battery redeployed at 0945. Clean-up, maintenance and
stores return was completed by all hands who then had a hot lunch at the WATC ADS Gun Shed.

The A/BSM, WO Wishnicki who double hatted as the Gun-Line TSM ensured correct fire discipline was observed
on the Position at all times.. He was heard to comment “and to think I served here one whole, long winter.”

After shedding our new polypropylene under garments, our fleece layer, and our outer Gore-Tex layer we were ready

for a Battery parade. Standing in the breezy noon time sun caused more than a few ears to cry out. However, the
promotion of Bdr Tach made it all worthwhile. The CO also announced the Regimental Medals Parade to be held on
21 April in Bessborough Armoury which should prove a great venue to hear ‘just how cold it was in Shilo!’Our trip
home was uneventful...school bus to Winnipeg and flights home with a stop-over in Calgary for all save one. We had
all arrived at the Armoury by 2030 hours after a whirlwind 48 hours. And we’re ready to head out again!

MUSEUM REPORT
By LCol RV Stevenson, CD

The Museum’s effort to obtain a 6 inch coast gun from Warwick Battery, Bermuda for our Point
Grey Battery restoration project was unsuccessful. The Bermuda Parks Department turned down
a request on our behalf by the Director of Heritage and History. It is sad to know that two guns
in Bermuda continue to suffer the effects of the elements but perhaps one day we will try again.

- The only 6 inch gun in Canada is at Fort Ogilvie, Halifax and belongs to Parks Canada who has

done no work to preserve it.

The restoration of the Museum’s Field Artillery Tractor is on track after a slow start. The
project has been more difficult than was first thought. The vehicle was in very poor condition
and had been serigusly altered by the previcus owner. Captain (Retd) john Hawthorne has been



supervising the restoration as well as providing much of his own time and expertise. The major
mechanical and engine work is now complete. The rear body section is being completely
rebuilt. The cost has so far been covered by a grant from the DND Millennium 2000 Fund.
Some additional donations may be needed to complete some of the smaller vehicle parts and
details. A target date for completion is June 2001. A list of all who have assisted in the project
will be acknowledged in the next newsletter. A welcome to Captain (Retd) Bob Spring who has
come aboard to assist in volunteering at the Museum. We would encourage more of you to get

involved.

THE LAST SAINT BARBARA’S DAY DINVER OF THE 19005

The 15" Field Regt held
the last St Barbara’s

Day Dinner of the 1500s
on 4 Dec 1999.The Com-
mittee (Major Peter
Erwin, CD and the PMC
Lt Doug Gayton, CD) sent
out several notices, letters,
hasteners and reminders
beginning with Colonel
Keen'’s notice of the

1924 Mess Dinner. The
RCA Band under direction
of Capt Richard Van Slyke,
MMM (D excelled. Asso-
ciate ex Members of the
Vancouver Welsh Men’s
sang The Screw Guns.

Over 200 guests

attended the Dinner.

UPCOMING EVENTS

6 Apr 01

7 Apr 01

The Canadian Lifeboat Institution, Inc is holding a Dedication Ceremony of their
all weather lifeboat the “White Rose of Yorkshire” on board HMCS DISCOVERY
Stanley Park, Vancouver (1200 Stanley Park Drive) at 11:00 am in the presence
of His Royal Highness, Duke of Kent. A light lunch will be served following the
Ceremony. The HMCS DISCOVERY and NADON Bands will provide music. If
vou wish to attend please e-mail dwightfi@kirkmailing.com or fax 279-3434.

The 56" Annual Officers’” Military Ball is being held at the Westin Bayshore
Resort and Marina, Vancou_Ver, BC, Cocktails commence at 5:30 pm. Attendees
are requested to move into the dining room at 6:45 pm in order to prepare for the
entry of the Vice Regal Guests at 7'0) pm. There will be a trumpet quar‘er call at
A:30 pm and a five-minute call at 6:4C pm. For tickets call: Capt Richard J Van

Stvke VALL O 36 CBOG Mty Ball Commuttes at 763-77038,




21 Apr 01 15 Field Regt Medal Parade at which those members of the Regiment who have
qualified for the Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal will be presented with
the medal. The RCA Band will be in attendance and a reception will be held
after the parade. Timings TBA.

CANADIAN PEACEKEEPING SERVICE MEDAL

On 28 June 2000, the Governor General of Canada announced the award of the Canadian
Peacekeeping Service Medal (CPSM) for issue to serving and former members of the Canadian
Forces, the RCMP, other Canadian police forces and eligible civilians. The CPSM will
recognize service by Canadians deployed outside Canada for a minimum period of 30 days (not
necessarily consecutively) either on the strength of a unit of the Canadian Forces sent on an
international peacekeeping or observer mission or those who directly support such missions. To
be eligible an individual must have served on a least one United Nations or international
peacekeeping mission. :Personnel who have been awarded the PEACE Bar to the Special
Service Medal qualify for the CPSM. As it is a peacekeeping medal service during the Korean
conflict (27 June 1950 to 27 July 1953), the Arabian Gulf (2 August 90 to 27 June 91) or in
Somalia (16 November 92 to 30 June 93) does not qualify for this medal. In addition,
humanitarian missions to not qualify. The medal may be awarded posthumously to a deceased
person’s next-of-kin if the individual was killed while on a peace keeping mission or if the
individual was eligible for this award but is now deceased. An application form and the Mission
Eligibility List can be found on the DND (D-Net) Web Page at: http//www.dnd.ca/hr/dhh. Your
application can be sent by mail or fax to: Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal Project Office,
Building 347 Uplands Site, 101 Colonel By Drive, Ottawa, ON K1A 0K2.

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new Associate Members who have joined the 15" Field Regiment
RCA Officers’ Mess since our last Newsletter was published 6 November 1998

Colonel G.L. Jenkins, CD

Lcol Albert Baylis, CD Formerly Seaforth of Canada
Flight Lieutenant Donald R. Copley, MD

Lcol Victor A. Coroy, CD

Major John C. Howard, CD

Major John H.M. James, CD

H. Stephen King, Esq Formerly RCNVR

F/O Howard A. Lobar

Major Robin Bruce Mackie Formerly RCAF

Ronald W. Palm, Esq . Formerly VPD

Captain (Rev) Archibald Pell Formerly 15 Fd Regt Chaplain
Jack B. Pomfret, Esq Formerly RCAF

Michael Price, Esq Formerly RSA Engineers
Major R. Michael Shields Hon Major Seaforth of Canada

Captain Robert H. Spring Formerly 13" Field Regt



Christopher Stanbury, Esq
Lieutenant Colonel Frederick T.H. Wilks Formerly Westminster Regt

A nominal roll of our current membership is attached.

Some members have not received their new membership card for the year ending 31 Dec 2001.
The delay is regretted. We are in the process of having a new batch printed and the new card
will be mailed out as soon as received from the printer..

LAST POST - WO 1 RSM DAVID R PENMAN

We regret the passing of WO 1 David R. Penman on 9 March 2001. Mr Penman served with the
Seaforth Highlands of Canada during the Second World War. Following the war he joined 102™
Coast Regiment RCA in Vancouver and was its RSM when the unit was amalgamated with the
43" Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment RCA in 1954. When the 43" was amalgamated with the 15"
Field Regiment in 1959 he was appointed RSM of the Regiment and served in this capacity until
1965. His wife, Bea Penman, has indicated that his medals will be donated to the Regiment.

S~
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