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A site was surveyed on the west side of DIGBY ISLAND
(g9), but the substitution of two g-inch railway guns
in the A14ERICAN offer necessitated the selection of
a site close to the CNR track on KAlEN ISLAND.

53. A position was picked at FAIRVIEW POINT, a
mile below the city, on 29 March (90). The guns
were run in on sryurs, from the main CNR line, and
solidly braced upon Dositions under which a large
quantity of rock· h"',,d been sunk into the muskeg. B",
the end of June both guns were ready for firing (91).
From their position the ~uns could cov~r an arc of
fire extending a~ryroXimatP.1y 25,000 yards from the
city arAa (92). Like the gil batterv at CHRISTOPHER
POINT the FAIRVIEvl FORT utilized a US horizontal
bnsA range-find1n~ system, which opere.ted independently
of the fortress FCP. A Cloke plotting board system.
was AmD1oyed, making use of the eXisting obs~rvation

posts at BARRETT FOP, at the DIGBY FOP, and a s~cia11y

constructed base-end station at KEEN HILLS, on the
north ond of DIGBY ISLAND.

CASEY

54. At the some time that added protection was
given to VENN PASSAGE, in June 1942, the A/MTB defences
of the southern entrance to PRINCE RUPERT Harbour .
were strengthened, by moving two 25-pdr guns to CASEY
POINT, on KAlEN ISLAND, just below the750 yard anti­
submarine net. Again it was fl troop of the 63 Fd
Bty that dug the gun pits between the railway track
and the sea, and mounted and manned the guns. In
November of the same year a 6-pdr Hotchkiss " s topplng­
gun" was brought across the.channel from CHARLES POINT
and set up at CASEY POINT as a boom defenoe gun, the
posit"ton at CHARLES being aba.ndoned of "the blinding
effect from the long seD.rchlight s (93).

SEARCHLIGHTS

55. Modern searchlights (60-inch , gOO,OOO,OOO
Cp) and pOl'!f~r "Olants he.vA been installed to cover
the 80uthprn ent ranc e to PRINCE RUPERT Harbour, but
in the inner waters of VENN PASSAGE and the CHARLES­
CASEY narrOl'·'S it has been found necessa~ to carry
on with less up-to-date DL equfpment (94}. Two new
GE 45 degree "illuminated area" 11Rhts were instel1ed
at FREDERICK POINT in April 1q4l (95), and t~'o con­
centrpted be8m fighting lights at BARRETT in July (96).
In both cases thrAe 45-HP Gardner Diesel engines
su~p1ied the power. These uquipments replaced tem­
porary comrnerciFtl lights oDerp.ted from Sentember
19,9 by the 2 SL Bty (CD) RCA. At DUNDAS the illumi­
nated area was lit by two IS-inch commercial type
searchlights \-lith a 5 to 15 degree dispersion. 111­
umin8tion of the'boom at CASEY POINT was sUDDlied by
a British sparchlight with a 16 degree dispersed
beam of 2,000,000 cnndlepower, powered by a Leyland
four-cylinder gasoline engine from the last war (97).



l

- 17 -

FI RE CQl\J-1AND

56. The TREATT Report recommended no fortress
systpm of ran~p.-find~n~ for PRINCE RUPERT. on the
grounds that thp accuracy limits of counter-bombard­
mpnt BHtter? Observation Pnsts ~/1ould be adquate,
and that serious smoke screenin~ was not anticinatp,d
(98). In vi~w,.howevor, of the subsequent install­
ation of armament on a greater scale than that
Visualized in 19,7, as well as the extension of
range-finding nossibilities made available by the
introduction to coast defence of radar, a fortress
system of control was adopted, with a temporary Fire
Command Post being constructed on the hill behind
BARRETT FORT. Situated at a point 350 feet above
sea 18vel, the Post consisted of three cells that
housed a base-end station for the FAIRVIEW 8-inch
battery, a daylight observation nost for BARRETT
Battery, and the FCP itself. To give better range
to the radar eqUipment, (an RDF set, CD No 1 Mk V)
the FCP was to move to a permanent position on the
1,000 foot level at MOUNT HAYS when the inclined
railWay under construction at that point in 1944
reached comnletion.

57. Through a command exchange estebllshed
at the FCP the fire commander was linked by direct
lines to each of the six forts, the Boom ~un and
the FOP on DIGBY ISLAND. Additionally, a magneto
alarm system reached all forts from the FCP. As an
emergency El.l ternp.t 1ve to t ele1')honic communications,
CD 12 WIT SPots were located at all forts. The
arduous work of laying and maintaining submarine
cables in the difficult tidal currents of ~RINCE

RUPERT Harbour, and the tremendous task of building
land communications throu~h country unsurnassed in
CANADA for its difficult terrain were accomolished
by the 9 AreB. Signals Coy (formerly 9 Fortress Sig­
~ls), in a manner ~p.ll in keeping with the traditions
of the Royal Canadian Signals.

CONCLUSION

58. The story of CANADA's coast artillery
defences on the PACIFIC Coast during the Spcond World
War is, in ~eneral, the story of the careful formu­
lation of a comprehensive, long-term plan, the making
of subsequent modifications necessitated by changing
circumstances, and a steady progression towards a
fulfillment as comnlete and eff1c1ent as numeFOUS
adverse and often unforeseen limitations would allow.
While the one test that might have proved the
efficiency of these defences did not materialize,
and their deterrent value on the 'enemy must be taken
into account, the record of what was accomulished
would seem clep..rly to indicate tha.t the potential
threat of enemy attflck had been met in the best way
nossible. .
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FIXED COAST !~H1IILLERY DBFSNCES ON THE PACIFIC COAST
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7.,
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Provisional Defence Scheme. MD No 11, 5 Feb 2l •.
File HQS "1545 V'ol 1. .

CGS Memo to Minister - 7 Feb 40. File HQS 5199-0 9

FD 15.

Summary regard1n~ Guns, M1n~s, Lights, and
Anti-Submarine Defences of Canadian Harbours­
25 ge~ 19. File HQS 66, Vol 14. For detailed
list of armament in 1919 see Aryuendix 1.

CGS Memo.,

On g Mar "16 German forces rooccunied the RHINE­
LAND in defiance of the Treaty of Versailles.

CGS Memo.

For surnm~ry of' Approved Ultimate Plan of Coast
Defence MD No 11 as at 7 Doc "1g see Annendix
2.

CGS Memo to Minister, 19 Aug 39. File HQS 5199-C
FD 15.,

For summary of an1Jroved Interim Plan of Coast
Defence MD No 11, as at 7 Dec ~g see AnDendix,.

An examinetion 4.7-inch battrry fnstelled at
YORKE ISLAND in lQ"1g WaR desi~ned to Drotpct
VANCOUVER from a surprise attack from thp. north.

CGS Memo to M~nister, 9 Sn? ,g. File HQS "149g,
FD 19. '

The excentinn ~es the 6-inch battery at POINT
GREY t VANCOUV8R, '~Thpre Derme.ment emn1acement s
were not constructed until the latA summer of
1940. GS 07g7 Defensor to Canmf1it~r, dated
4- Oct 40. File HQS 5199-C FD 15.

CGS Memo to Minister, 19 Au~ "19. HQS 5199-C,FD 15.

Telegram 2,6 DOC MD 11 to CGs. 27 Au~ "19,
HQS 5199-0, FD 15.

15. The relationship of_range to the angle of
mounting of coast artillery is indicated in
the following table, which shows extreme
ranges for 6" and 9.2" guns using 6 CRH ammunition.

Mounting Angle in degrees Range in yards
6" guns Mk II 15 14,500

Hk V or VI 45 24,500 1
(naval) Mk XII 15 15,600

9.2 t1 guns MK V i.5 21 ,OOO~
~k VII or IX 15 ,~,3002

Mk C VIa 30 29,500

1 High velocity
2 Sunerchargod



16. This battery was never installed. Vide CGS Memo
to Minister - 2 Apr 21. File HQS 8704-4, Vol 1.

l6a As early as 1913 the need for moving the counter
bombR.rdmAnt battery of 9.2s for~;Jard from Sigr~al

Hill had been nointed out by Sir Ian Hamilton.
In his r~Dort on Esqui~alt DAfencns, given in his
cauacity of InsDector-~~~~ra1, Overseas Forces, he
had suggestec. Albert Hill as a site for these
guns , S 14~3 d.16 Oct 13.

17. Three modern 9.2~lnch high angle ('50) mountings
ordered from the War Office in 19~6, intended
for AL5ERT HE~D, and six 450 6-inch equipments
ordered for MARY HILL pnd BAR~ETT POINT (PRINCE
RUPERT) in 1c~g, l.1ith de1iv~r'T Drornised in 19)+0
and 1941, were R11 diverted to the Atlpntic
Coast on the outbreak of War with Germany -
DOC MD No 11 r~tified by CGS 10 SAn ~9, Fi1p,
HQS 5199-C, F1 15.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

2~.

24.

25.

At the outbrpak of Jar the ~o DUNTZE HEAD 12-ndr
guns were at FORT L~CAULAY in front of the 6"
guns whither they bAd been moved in 192h to
f8ci1itate annual ~un Dractice on 6-inch and
12 ndr equinmp,nts by the 5 BO Coast Bde. They
were returned to DUNTZE HEAD in June, 1940.

On 7 rTov ~9 the Hinister ay)'oroved a Chiefs of
Staff recommenda.tion for disposition of four
6-pdr twin equ1pments exnected in 1940 ~s .
f0110l'lS: - One to DU~TTZE HEAD I three ·iio At1ant ic
Command oric:;inal1y intended for BELIv!ONT, OGDEN
PIER and NARROWS NORTH (VANCOUVER). F11e
HQ8 5199-C, FD 15.

War Diary, 17 8L Ety (CD) RCA ~O Sep 39. Later
instructions were issued that stopping shots
would only be fired on demand from the eXRmin­
ation vessels.

The Examination Line ran from CAPE CALVER at
the south side of PEDDER BAY to CLOVER POINT.

5 (BC) Coast Regt Ipr Di~ry - 4 May 40.

CGS Memo to Minister 7 Fp,b 40. File HQS 5199-C
FD 15.

Canadian rnemberB of the ConferAnce were Air
Commodore AE GODFREY, RCAF (WAC) and Col CV
BISHOP, Fortress Commander, V & E Fortress.
In a.ddi t16n Commodore T.JJR BEECH, RCN, Rnd Maj­
Gen no ALEXANDER, GOC-in-C, Pacific Command
attenned. - 8704-4 Vol 1, 21 Oct 40.

In a night letter to the GOC-in-C Pacific
Command the eGS (Maj-Gen HDG CRERAR) nointed
out that the local renresentpt i ves submitting
the recommendat~ons wern not a sub-committee
functioning throu~h the PermanRnt Joint Board
of Defp,nce. Such recomMendations should have
come throu~h Service H~.
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·27.

30.

31.

32.

34.

35.

36.

37.

39.
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F'lle HQ,..l(S. Perma... lent Joint Board of Defence J

Vol 1, dat~d 21 Jan 41.

Pacific Command letter VS lS-1-1-20 over VS
36-2-1-42 dated 16 Fob 41 on File HQS S704-4,
Vol 1.

GOC-in-C Pacific Command to NDHQ VS lS-1-1-20,
dated 31 Nov 41 on File HQS S704-4, Vol 2.

CGS Memo to Minister 2 Apr 41. File HQS 5704-4
Vol 1.

DMO & I Memo 4 "ec 41 File HQS S704-4 Vol 2.

Erratum. For "Mk VII" rea.d IIMk CVla ll • This
Canadia.n con~ersion of a British mounting was
used succes~fullY for 9~2t1 guns! The ne~
45 degree l-1k VI mount ing for thp. MARY HILL
6 11 guns r~ferred to in oara 22 was of UK pro­
duction and differed only slightly from the
MK V mounting originally called for in the
Ul t i mfl t e Plan.

From August 1939 to June 1940 BLACK ROCK mounted
two l2-ndrs. In June 1940 two l2-pdrs were
moved from ?)RT MACAULAY to DUNTZE HEAD, and

as the~: 'went into action the BLACK ROCK guns
were tflken to the new fort at GOLF HILL where
they fired their nroof rounds on 25 Jul 40.
BLACK ROCK FORT remained without §rmament until
July 1942 when the two i2-ndrs were brought
across from DUNTZE H~AD to make room for the
new 6-ndr dunlex emnlacement there.

GOC-in-C toDND PCS 523-l-l7-24(ART) dat~d 1
Jun 42 -War Diflry Pacific Command (GS). The
75 mm gun was mounted at DUNTZE HEAD on 13
Aug 42 - War Di.rr 5 (BC) Coast Regt, RCA.

War Diary 17th S/L Bty (CD) RCA ,13-19 Sep 39.

CGS M~mo to Minister dated 7 Feb 40. File HQa
5l99-C, FD 15.

GS 07S7. Defensor to Cr,nruili try - dat ed 4 Oct 40,
File HQS 5l99-C, FD l5c

Locations of lights on completion of installation:
F1ghtin~ lights (CB) - MARY HILL (3), ALBERT
HEAD (2), SAXE POINT and HARRISON POINT (for
FORT klCAULAY), CLOyER POINT(2), HOLLAND
POINT(2); IlluminAted Area Lights (DB) - RODD
HILL(2), BLACK ROCK, DUNTZE HEAD, McLAUGHLIN
POINT(2).

CGS Memo to Minister datp.d 7 Feb 40. File
~S 5l99-C, FD 15.

War DiRry HQ 5 (BC) Coast Regt RCA dated 15 Dec 43.
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g Fire Commander's Standing Order:s, V & ';'
Fortress ADpenJix liB" dated 15 Mar 4'3.

"A Resume of Work done by Fo X:i; Area Signal
Coy" - Maj B GWYrJ'E, OC No 11 Arfla Signal Co'l,
RC Signals dated 19 Oct 43.

Two 4" Naval guns 1.,ere mounted in STANLEY PARK
by Nflval Authori ti 08 for prot pct:t on of VANC01JVSR
durin~ the first World War. Thes6 werp dls­
mounted about six months after instRllation.-

"Summflry regarding Guns, Him>s, Lig;hts and Ant!­
Submarine Defencp.s of Can8dian Harbours. 1I -

25 SeD 19, HQS 66, Vol 14.

ApDendix "A" to letter CGS to DOC l--!D 11 dated
12 Dec ?S~ on HQS 5199-C FD 15.
In Feb 19'+0 the Ultimatfl Plan sho"toTa both A/MTB
battp.ries to be located at NARROWS NORTH.

Effnctive maximum rangfls for the 6-inch guns at
POINT GREY on their 15 degree mountings were
given as:-

Full charge 2 CRR
Full charge 6 CRE'

ADPendix "Bli to letter CGS to DOC lI-!D 11 dated
12 Dec ,S, on HQB 5199-C, FD 15.

War Diary 15 (Van) Coast Bde, RCA, dated 6 Oct 39,
and 3 Sep 40.

IG (A) (we) Report - 5S Coast Bty RCA, VANCOUVER,
BC, - H~1 S32S-S26.

HQS.20-1-12, FD 34 (Oprs) dfl.ted 1 Oct 43.

Report on Defences of VANCOUVER, - Maj BDC TREATT,
MC,RA. 15 Dec '36, File Hc;..? S337-1, FD 2.

War Diary - Headquarters, MD No 11 - 2 Sep 39.

~ele 17 DOC 11 to DND dpted IS Sen 39.

Tele 966, DOC 11 to DND dated 12 Sep 39.

War Diary- 15 (Van)Coast Bde RCA 3 Oct ,9.

HQB 20-11-12-11, dflted 29 Jan 4, •

HQS 20-1-12, FD ??, dated 25 Sep 43.

irlar Diar~r - 15 (Van) Coast Bde RCA, dRted '3 Nov41.

Joint Services Cnmmittee - PACIFIC Coast, Item
24 Sp~cial Meeting 29 Dec 4, - File PCS 50S-1-1-4
over 50S-?-4-10 (JSC).

C6S55-1, deted 9 Mar 43. ProDosed sites of the
other three 4-inch naval equipments wer~ 5TEVE­
STON, KATEN STA~ION(paINCE RUPEaT), and CLARK'CE
ISLAIJD (near·YORKE ~7,,·L:~··F':.
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69.

79.
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Letter, GOC-in-0 Pacific 0c~maL~ ~o DND POS
5·:;e--2-5-1, d 15 -'.}>r 42 on HQS 20-;13-12-J-5.

PACIFIC'Command Telegrams 2lS7,22~1,2227 and 2279
dated 30 Jun to g Jul 42 an file EQD 20-13-12-15.

HQS 20-1-12, FD 33 (Oprs) dated 25 S~p 43.

In 2rguing that no count er-bombardmen t Cc:...t t;ery
was needed at YORKE IS:'.:AND, Naj TREA'rT pointed
out that there was little likelihood of an
enemy vessel attempting to reauce the battery
before forcing the-passage, because

(a) It wns most difficult for a ship to
r.d. t a Coast Defence bat tery. .

(b) The bombarding ship would be in a
dangerous position, exnosp.d in narrow
w~ters to sea ?nd air attack.

(c) Such a bombardment of the ba.ttery lrlould
not nrevent information getting through
to VANCOUVER and VICTORIA.

(d) The bombardment would delay the att~ck
on the mo.ln objoctive. (VANCOUVER or
ESQUIMALT). HQS 2027, dated 3 Dec 3h.

Fort Rpcord Book, FCP VANCO~IER.

These recom~p.ndatians followed a visit to YORKE
ISLA~D b~r Col JH CUNl\'T~jG~:,. '..:, US Army, 14 CORst
Arty, Harbour DefBnce of PUGET SOUND, and Col
CV BISHOP, OC VICTORIA-ESQUIMALT Fortress Area.
- HQS g704-4 Vol 2, 11 Jun 41.

PCS 50g-2-5-l (Oprs) dRted 15 Apr 42, on HQS
20-1'-12-J.5.

Kemo DMO & I to VeGS dated 24 Apr 42 on HQS
20-1"3-12-15.

War Diary - 1st Searchlight negt RCA. 27 Aug 39.

See 35 above.

War Diary 3 Searchlight Bty (CD) RCA 30 Jan 41.

Fort Record Book, FCP VANCOUVER.

Memo CGS to Minister, HQS 5199-C FD 15 dated 7
Feb 40. See aldo TREATT Report, VANCOUVER,
HQS 1066, FD 15, dated 15 Dec 36.

~inistpr of CD Construction Committee, 12 Jpn 42,
S 6756, Vol 4.

PC 1243, detnd 24 Feb 42 on HQS 20-g-12-1', Vol 2.

Fortress Record E0 0k, FCP VANCOUV~R.

Letter DMO & P to ~OO-ln-C Pacific Command,
da+,ed 2g Mar 44, HQS 20-1-12-1, (Oprs).
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76. TREATT Report on PRINCE RUPERT Dofences - dated
5 Apr 57. HQS 161, FD 1.

77. Ibid.

7g. The Coast Defence Construction Committee, arypoin-
ted by the CGS , Maj-Gen EC ASHTON, in MRrch 1937,
bas8d its recommendation for the selection of
BARRET'r POINT upon a rpconnaissance of the area
made by the DES, Col EJC SCHMIDLIN, in October
1937 - HQB 6756, Vol 1.

.
79. HQC ()21, Vol 7 dated 3 Jun ,g.

go. Fort Record. Books, FREDERICK and BARRETT Forts.

81. In'R list of priorities for construction of West
Coast Defences prepared in August 1937, the
VENH PASSAGE 12-pdr Battery ranked thirteenth
out of fourteen urojects - HQS 6756, dated 24 Aug 37.

I

HQS 5199-C, FD 15, - 7 Dec 3g.

HMCS GRIZZLY was "ri thout motive power. Formerly
she was owned by the mot ion picture s.tar ~lallace
BEERY.

90.

91.

92.

93.

94.

For anote on the history of Canadian Forms and
Scales of Attack see .t:'"?pendix 6 to "The Employ­
ment of Infantry in the Pacific Coast Defences~.

War Diary, 6, Fd Bty RCA, dated 4 Jun 42.

HQS ,38, FD 112 (DSD(W)) d8ted 27 May 43, ,on
HQC 7521, Vol 7.

:ar Dipry 102 Copst Bty, RCA, dRted 20 Sen 42.

See g4 above.

Pacific Command letterVS 6,-2-3-1 Dated 6 Feb 42,
Pacific Command War Diery GS, Apux 53.

PCS 50g-2-'~1 (Oprs) dated 17 Apr 42 on HQS 20-13­
12-14, Vall FD5.

Fort Record Book, FAIRVIEW Fort.

HQS 20-1-1-12-14 (Oors) MURCJ~E to POPE, dated
,0 May 42 gives the range as nouroxim8tely 27,000
yards. The Fort R0cord Book at FAIRVIEW Fort
lists the effective rnnge at 24,600 yards.

Fort Record Book - CASEY Fort.

In March 1944 an emplacement for modern DEL equip­
ment was under construction at DUNDAS FORT.

War Diary, 2 SIL Bty (CD) RCA - 2, A,r 41.
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96: War Diary - 2 S/L Bty (CC:' ::-JJA - 7 Jul 41.

97. Fort Record Book - CAS~~ FORT.

9g. TREATT Report, PRINCE RUPERT, HQS 161 FD 1,
5 Apr 37.
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