
Van Arty Association and RUSI Van Members News Feb 28, 2017 
 
Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings.  If you don’t get a newsletter on 
time, check the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to 
see if the current edition is posted there.  If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at 
bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me know you didn’t get a copy. 

 
 

Newsletter on line.  This newsletter, and previous editions, are available on the Vancou-
ver Artillery Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI Vancouver 
website at:  http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.html .    Both groups are also on Fa-
cebook at: https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=vancouver%20artillery%
20association and 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=rusi%20vancouver  
 
 

Wednesday Lunches -  We serve a great 5 course buffet meal for only $20.  Hope to see 
you all there.  Guests are always welcome.  Dress - Jacket and tie, equivalent for Ladies 
 
 

Upcoming events – Mark your calendars   Details to follow in future editions 
 

Mar 3    Scotch Tasting Fundraiser - details at the end of the newsletter.    
 

World War 2 - 1942 
John Thompson Strategic analyst    quotes from his book “Spirit Over Steel” 
 

March 1942: Japan Triumphant 
Before this sea of light [the lights of Miami], against this footlight glare of a carefree new 
world, were passing the silhouettes of ships recognizable in every detail and sharp as the 
outlines in sales catalogues. Here they were formally presented to us on a plate: Please 
help yourselves! All we had to do was press the button.  U-boat captain off the American 
seaboard, early 1942 during the second ‘Happy Time’ of the U-Boats. 
 
Mar 1st: The Chinese 5th Army concentrates around Toungoo near the Sittang bend, while 
Chennault’s Flying Tigers are moved from Rangoon to Magwe. Doorman’s doomed An-
glo-American-Australian Dutch fleet loses its last three cruisers and four destroyers trying 
to retreat through the Sunda Strait. The Japanese land at three places on Java. The Soviets 
begin a new push in the Crimea. Halder informs Hitler that the Germans have lost 
1,500,000 men in Russia so far. 
 
Mar 2nd: The Japanese land on Mindanao. Japanese troops cross the Sittang. Japanese 
troops capture Batavia (now Jakarta) on Java. 
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Mar 3rd: The Germans announce that some of their forces have been pocketed in Dema-
yansk. 
 
Mar 4th: Stilwell sets up his HQ in China. Halsey takes a small task-force (the only kind 
the USN has in the Pacific) to hit Marcus Island.” 
 
Mar 5th: Two of Japan’s new HK81 Emily Flying boats (after refueling on the 4th at 
Frenchmen Shoals) bomb Oahu – doing no damage of consequence. General Brooke re-
places Admiral Pound as chair of the British Chiefs of Staff. General Alexander arrives in 
Rangoon and orders a counterattack by the reeling British forces. Japanese forces leave Ra-
baul to invade New Guinea. 
 
Mar 6th: On his second day in Rangoon, Alexander has a better appreciation of the situa-
tion and orders a withdrawal. The first Spitfires to be spared from England arrive in Malta, 
via HMS Eagle. Tirpitz sorties from Norway to intercept PQ-12 and elements of Home 
Fleet are vectored in to intercept. 
 
Mar 7th: Japanese troops on Java take Surabaya and Lembang. Japanese troops begin land-
ing on New Guinea. The British leave Rangoon and Pegu, fighting through roadblocks on 
the way, as the Japanese occupy the city behind them. 
 

2RCHA Gunners Heading to Vimy Ridge 
Sean Chase, The Daily Observer    February 23, 2017  

 
 

 

 

Garrison Petawawa was the sce-
ne Thursday morning as the gun-
ners of 2RCHA fired off three L5 
Pack Howitzers in a dress re-
hearsal for a gun salute that will 
take place at Vimy Ridge, France 
in April. The unit will be sending 
the three howitzers and 15 gun-
ners to commemorate this semi-
nal Canadian battle which took 
place on April 9, 1917.  

Sean Chase/Daily Observer 

 

 
GARRISON PETAWAWA – Gunners of 2RCHA will soon be heading to France to com-
memorate a victory that was a defining event for Canada.  The unit will be participating in 
ceremonies marking the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge in April deploying 
to 15 personnel and three L5 105-millimetre Pack Howitzers that have been brought out of 
retirement for this special occasion.  In preparation for their journey, the detachments go-



ing to France conducted a test fire of the howitzers, which have not seen service since the 
Canadian Airborne Regiment was last on the order of battle in the mid-1990s, at the regi-
ment's compound at the garrison Thursday morning. As the men and women of the unit 
gathered outside a maintenance hanger to anxiously watch, the three guns were pointed in 
the direction of Centurion Road.  On order, the detachment without hesitation loaded the 
breaches of the L5s with blank rounds. Then in succession, the No 2s pulled their lanyards 
flawlessly firing off the howitzers which made a thunderous sound that could be heard 
clear across the garrison.  
 
LCol Geoff Hampton, commanding officer of 2RCHA, said he's thrilled that his unit has 
been given the opportunity to represent the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery at Vimy 
Ridge. “The Battle of Vimy Ridge was a seminal event in Canadian history and a big battle 
for the Canadian Artillery,” said LCol Hampton. “For that reason, the Guns will return to 
France.”  The L5 105mm Pack Howitzer was in service from 1969 to 1994. It had the abil-
ity to be dropped by parachute and was once deployed by 2RCHA's 'E' Battery. The Battle 
of Vimy Ridge, which took place in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region of northeastern France, 
opened on April 2, 1917 when the Canadian Corps' artillery units, including eight field bri-
gades and two heavy artillery groups, initiated the largest artillery barrage in history.  Sev-
en days later, on Easter Monday, 30,000 soldiers assaulted the ridge from behind a creep-
ing artillery barrage along a six kilometre front. As the troops advanced across no man’s 
land, new techniques including counter-battery fire and indirect machine gun fire were em-
ployed successfully. In less than two hours, three of the four Canadian divisions had seized 
their objectives. Four days later, Canadian soldiers controlled the ridge marking a signifi-
cant turning point for the Allies in the three-year-old conflict.  “This will be a very proud 
moment for the regiment,” added LCol Hampton. “Every Canadian gunner would like to 
be at Vimy Ridge on the 100th anniversary.” 

 
 

This L5 Pack Howitzer, which last saw 
service in 1994, will be going to France 

for ceremonies marking the 100th  
anniversary of Vimy Ridge. In the photo 

(l-r) are WO Jack Moloughney,  
Sgt Daniel Fortin, Cpl Eric Levesque, 
LCol Geoff Hampton, CO of 2RCHA, 

Shawn Spencer, CWO Wayne Lundrigan, 
2RCHA RSM, and MCpl Renald Prevost. 

 Sean Chase/Daily Observer 

 
 
The gunners going to France have 

been working diligently to restore the L5s and ready them for the trip to France. MBdr 
Cole Lyons, who will command one of the three detachments, said he looking forward to 
this assignment.  “This is a once-in-a-lifetime chance,” MBdr Lyons said. “It's pretty cool 
to fire a gun that hasn't been in service for a few years.”  Petawawa will be commemorat-
ing Vimy Ridge on Sunday, April 9 with a massive parade. All units from the garrison and 
2 Canadian Mechanize Brigade Group will be marching through the town along with veter-



ans, cadet corps and members of the Royal Canadian Legion. The parade will begin at 1 
pm.   Mayor Bob Sweet reflected on Vimy Ridge at Renfrew County council on Wednes-
day encouraging the community at large to come out and observe this critical day in our 
history. At least 3,598 Canadians paid the ultimate sacrifice in the battle. “Vimy Ridge 
brought Canada together as a country,” said Sweet. “It's something we should recognize 
and the sacrifice that these men made at this battle.” 
 

Vance Launches Review of Tax-Free Status for Deployed Troops 
Mercedes Stephenson   CTV News   17 February, 2017 
  
Chief of the Defence Staff Jonathan Vance has launched a wide-ranging review of the rules 
around tax-free status for military personnel, after troops in Kuwait lost a tax break be-
cause officials said they didn’t face a high enough risk.  At the top of Vance’s list is making 
sure no more troops lose their tax exemption partway through deployment.  “My intent at 
this juncture is to try and avoid anyone losing this tax break while they’re actually on oper-
ations,” he said Friday.  CTV News first broke the story that more than 300 Canadian Forc-
es personnel in Kuwait were losing a tax break worth $1,500 to $1,800 a month, after the 
military downgraded the risk assessment of their mission -- even though some personnel 
regularly enter Iraq, where the Islamic State has a foothold.  The Chief of the Defence Staff 
said troops are supposed to receive a six-month warning if their tax status will be lost. But 
several military personnel in Kuwait told CTV News they were not told in advance.  “I 
didn’t know at all until I got on the ground,” said one soldier who spoke to CTV News on 
the condition of anonymity.  Vance hinted that those who already lost their tax break mid-
tour in Kuwait could see a resolution.  “Those who had planned on it ought to be able to 
get it,” he said. “So we’re going to work on that and we’re going to try and put that in 
place.” 
  
Critics say the government should expand tax-free status to more troops stationed in global 
hotspots.  Documents obtained by CTV News show that Canadians serving in Bahrain, Qa-
tar and Jordan -- where American and Jordanian security forces have been targeted in terror 
attacks -- do not receive a tax break, while U.S. soldiers stationed in those same countries 
are tax exempt.  “Certainly, these are dangerous areas,” said Christian Leuprecht, a profes-
sor of political science at the Royal Military College. “In Jordan, we have active efforts by 
militant groups inside the country.”  Even the mission in Erbil, Iraq, came up for review, 
after a risk assessment failed to qualify for automatic tax relief. On Friday, the finance 
minister’s office said it expects Canadian troops in Iraq will keep their tax-free status. 
 

RCAF No Longer Bombing, Now Identifying ISIL Targets in Syria 
Lee Berthiaume   Metro Toronto   19 February, 2017 
 
PERSIAN GULF — Canadian military aircraft are once again over the skies of Syria, 
helping to identify targets in the fight against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 
months after the Liberals pulled fighter jets from the mission.  It has been one year since 
Canadian CF-18 fighter jets flew their last mission over Syria after the Liberals withdrew 
the planes in favour of a mission to train local forces and help rebuild areas affected by 



fighting.  While the revamped mission against ISIL includes a mandate to operate over 
Syria, military officials have been reluctant to confirm whether Canada's surveillance and 
refueling planes are operating over the country.  Two Canadian surveillance planes have 
flown hundreds of sorties to identify potential targets for coalition airstrikes, the majority 
of which have been in Iraq.  On Sunday, a senior Canadian commander revealed that the 
aircraft have also quietly flown dozens of times over Syria in recent months.  "We have 
done work in Syria," BGen Shane Brennan, commander of Canada's Joint Task Force-Iraq, 
told reporters during a media tour of the mission, though he added: "There's lots of work to 
do in Iraq. We are looking at all of the areas." 

  
 
 
Lockheed CP-140 Aurora,  
RCAF JP7645830 
 
 
 
 

 
Brennan spoke at an airfield, the lo-
cation of which the military didn't 
want revealed for security reasons, 
where reporters were given an ex-
clusive tour of one the surveillance 
planes.  The CP140 Aurora was 

originally designed during the Cold War to detect Soviet submarines, but has since been 
upgraded to provide enhanced photos and other imagery of ground targets as well.  Canadi-
an military intelligence officers at the base carefully review the images for targets, as well 
as schools, hospitals, mosques and other structures considered too sensitive to hit. When 
officers identify a target, they pass the information to coalition forces for additional verifi-
cation before a strike mission is assigned.  The flights over Syria have also included a dif-
ferent Canadian plane that has been refueling coalition aircraft directly responsible for 
bombing ISIL forces and other targets.  The increased Canadian military activity over Syr-
ia, which Brennan described as between 20 and 30 missions in the past few months, is one 
indication that the war against ISIL is shifting into a new phase.  As Brennan heaped praise 
on the work of Canadian and Iraqi troops, Iraqi forces were launching their long-awaited 
assault on western Mosul. 
  
The battle, which comes about a month after Iraqi forces declared the eastern part of the 
city free of ISIL, has been billed as a defining moment in eventually freeing Iraq from the 
extremist group's grip.  While the fight for the city's western half is expected to be much 
harder than what came before, Brennan was adamant that victory was a certainty.  "There 
is a battle that is ongoing and will be won," Brennan said. "It's an inevitable event."  Less 
certain is what role Canadian troops will play when the current mandate, which also in-
cludes a military hospital, special forces troops and a helicopter detachment in northern 
Iraq, expires in March.  More than 800 service members are currently deployed in half-a-
dozen locations across the Persian Gulf region after the Liberal government revamped 



Canada's contribution to the American-led war against ISIL last year.  Military command-
ers are drawing up options based on a number of factors, including the expectation that 
ISIL will become a traditional insurgency in Iraq, which would require more police and 
counter-terrorism forces. 
  
Canadian BGen David Anderson, who is leading an international team of military advisers 
in Iraq's defence ministry, said his group recently submitted a two-year plan focused on ex-
actly that.  There are also concerns that the group will try to spread outside Iraq and Syria, 
which is why Canada is helping to strengthen border security in Jordan and Lebanon.  The 
military will present three options for the government to choose from in the coming weeks 
in deciding the future of the mission.  Yet one big wild card is what direction the U.S. mili-
tary will go after President Donald Trump blasted the slow progress of the fight against 
ISIL and ordered a 30-day review to consider new options.  US Defence Secretary James 
Mattis is expected to visit Iraq in the next week or so before presenting his recommenda-
tions later this month.  Exactly what Mattis will recommend, both in Iraq and Syria, is 
wide open for speculation.  Brennan said the results could have a big impact on what Cana-
da decides to do given the need to ensure a unified and coordinated international effort in 
the fight against ISIL.  "It does depend what happens," Brennan said. "We are waiting as 
well. I think the question is: What else needs to be done, or could be done?" 
 

Iraqi Kurds to Receive Weapons from Canada 
 David Pugliese, Ottawa Citizen February 8, 2017 

  
 

 
 
Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga fighters march near Mosul 
in October 2016. Safin Hamed/AFP/Getty Images 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada will provide long-range sniper rifles and anti-tank weapons to the Kurdish forces 
fighting the Islamic State (ISIL) in northern Iraq, the Department of National Defence said 
Wednesday.  Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a year ago that Canada would arm 
the Kurds, and DND said Wednesday the list included .50-calibre sniper rifles equipped 
with silencers, 60mm mortars, as well as Carl Gustav anti-tank systems. Details about the 
numbers of each type of equipment were withheld for security reasons.  Other gear in-
cludes grenade launchers, pistols, carbines, thermal binoculars, cameras, scopes and medi-
cal supplies.  DND did not say when the arms would be delivered.  “We are currently 
working through the administrative, legal and various supply arrangements to enable the 
delivery of equipment,” DND spokesman Daniel Le Bouthillier said Wednesday. “Exact 



delivery dates will depend on the Government of Iraq, as well as the availability of the 
identified equipment for delivery.” 
 
But a Kurdish general told a Kurdish news outlet that within a month, Canada will make 
good on its promise.  “It should include weapons, military equipment and devices for the 
size of a battalion — everything, not including vehicles,” Brigadier General Hajar Ismail, 
director of coordination and relations at the Kurdish Ministry of Peshmerga told Rudaw, a 
Kurdish media outlet. “The paperwork is done, Baghdad has signed off.”  Canada required 
that the Iraqi government provide written approval to proceed with the provision of the 
equipment to the Kurds.  It took until December before the Iraqis did that, according to 
DND.  The issue of arming the Kurds, who have been trained by Canadian special forces, 
is highly controversial. Kurdish leaders openly acknowledge their intent is to eventually 
create an independent state. They argue it is their right to break away from Iraq, pointing 
to Quebec’s attempts to leave Canada as an example. The arms are needed both to fight 
against ISIL and to defend an independent state, Kurdish leaders have said. 

 
 
 
 
Sapper Mathieu Riva Maille (front) and Sapper  
Tommy Cabana (rear) fire a round from an 84mm Carl Gustaf 
anti-tank recoilless rifle during Exercise RAFALE BLANCHE 
in Valcartier, Quebec February 4, 2016.  
Photo: Cpl Andrew Wesley,  
Directorate of Army Public Affairs. 

 
 
 

It is unclear why Iraq took almost a year to approve Canada’s arming of the Kurds. In the 
summer, Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan said the delay was due to bureaucratic roadblocks 
and not resistance from the Iraqi or Turkish governments.  The US military already has 
provided Kurdish units with mortars, anti-tank weapons and armoured personnel carriers. 
The UK announced last year it had shipped heavy machine guns and ammunition.  In Au-
gust 2016, Germany resumed its weapons shipments to the Kurds. Such shipments were 
halted after it emerged that some of the weapons Germany previously supplied to the 
Kurdish Peshmerga had turned up on the black market.  Germany’s latest shipment in-
cluded 1,500 rifles, 1 million rounds of ammunition, three armoured vehicles and 100 MI-
LAN guided missiles. 
 
Who Is It 

Last Week:  Photo was actually taken at 
Sarcee, not Camp Hughes, in 1935.  Unit 
is 11th Bn, Canadian Machine Gun Corps, 
from Vancouver (amalgamated with the 
BC Hussars in 1936 to become BC Hus-
sars (MG)). The vehicles are Carden-
Loyd Mark VI tankettes.  Canada pur-



chased 12 in the early 30s.  Regarding "Michigan", there have been two Canadian units 
from that place.  The earliest is the Detroit Volunteers, raised in 1777 at Detroit, possibly 
disbanded in New York in 1780.  It was a very small unit of less than 100.  The second 
unit, also small, was the Michigan Fencibles.  This unit was raised in that region in 1813, 
stationed mostly at Fort Mackinac and served exclusively in the west.  The unit was dis-
banded in 1815 when that region became part of the US. 
 
This Week:  It is not only the vast archives of the Museum of the 15th Field Regiment that 
holds tens of thousands of photos of our glorious past. Other, admittedly lesser, institutions 
also hold photos and documents that feature large metal objects that go “boom”. One small 
one that springs to mind is Library and Archives Canada, housed in a modest structure in 
Gatineau (as well as a smaller one across the river in Ottawa). We in British Columbia 
have the Royal British Columbia Museum, and the archives of the City of Vancouver. 

 
It is from the former that this 
fine photo emerges from the 
dark, thanks to the use of elec-
trically-operated computing 
machinery. It was taken at the 
beginning of the Second World 
War, and shows Bert and Ernie 
hitching or unhitching a gun to 
a trailer. These lads are most 
likely civilians, although battle-
dress was in very short supply 
at the start of the conflict.  Our 
questions this week, answers to 
which may be sent to the editor, 
bob.mugford@outlook.com or 
the author, John Redmond, 

johnd._redmond@telus.net  are: 
 
1. Where was this photo taken? 
2. What is the gun? 
3. What is happening? 
Have fun, and thanks for your interest. 
 

From the ‘Punitentary’    
 

What type of shoes do spies wear? Sneakers. 
 

Murphy’s Other Laws       
 

Waterproof clothing isn't - but it is 100% effective at containing sweat. 
 

Quotable Quotes    
 

The best way to keep one's word is not to give it. Napoleon Bonaparte 
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The 15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA and the 78th Fraser’s Highlanders invite 
you, and any like-minded guests of your acquaintance, to attend our annual 
fund raising and whiskey tasting event at the historic Bessborough Armoury. 
There will be food, draw prizes, and music.  Did we say whisky? 

 

Tickets are $55.00 per person for those sampling a selection of six excellent 
Whiskeys selected by our famous whisky elves, Chuck & John, or a meager 
$25.00 if you are only having beer, wine, or soft drinks from our No-Host Bar.   

Only 50 tickets will be sold for the full whisky fleet! 

Dress is business casual. kilts, and highland dress, of course, are welcome 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DO NOT MISS OUT! 
TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET CONTACT: 

 
 

Major James Barrett 
Cell: (604) 916-1766 

E-Mail: barrettjd007@gmail.com 
 
All profits will go to support the activities of the 15th Field Regimental Society 
and the 78th Fraser Highlanders Fort Fraser Garrison.  
Tax receipts will be issued for all donations upon request. 

 

15
th

 Field Artillery Regiment RCA 
& 

The 78
th

 Fraser’s Highlanders 
 Fund Raiser and Scotch Tasting Night 

DATE: Friday – March 3rd, 2017 

TIME: 1800 hrs – 2300 hrs 

LOCATION: 
15th Field Artillery Regiment RCA 

2025 West 11th Ave Van, BC  V6J 2C7 
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Free Screening 

 



 
Winston Churchill Society of BC 

Evening with Churchill 

100
th

 Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge  
 
 

2017 is the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, Canada's major suc-
cess in WWI in which all four Canadian Divisions, consisting of 48 Battalions 
each of approximately 1000 soldiers, attacked simultaneously. As you may 
know, one of these Battalions was the Seaforth Regiment commanded by Briga-
dier General JA Clark, one of the founders of your firm. 
 
 
To commemorate this success, our Churchill Society is organizing a presenta-
tion by Colonel Keith Maxwell (Ret'd) on the Battle of Vimy Ridge in the Main 
Ballroom of the Vancouver Club on Tuesday April 11th at 5:00 pm. We invite 
you and your wife to attend as our guests and we would like you to thank our 
speaker, Colonel Maxwell. There will be a brief reception in the Ballroom be-
forehand with beer and wine, as well as cheese and crackers being served and 
the presentation will start at 5:45 ending by 7:00.   
 
 
Colonel Keith Maxwell BA  is a lecturer in military history and a member of 
our Society and has published various articles on WWI and WWII. He will be 
focusing on the role in this action by various individuals in a leadership role 
from British Columbia, including Brigadier Generals Clark and Odlum.  
 
 
Also, we welcome your partners and staff to attend and we should appreciate it 
if you would have the attached notice forwarded to them. Costs for such at-
tendees will be $35.00 per person and they should respond as instructed in the 
notice. 
 
 
Colonel Maxwell will be introduced by Deborah Houston, president of the in-
vestment firm Odlum Brown founded by Brigadier General Victor Odlum who 
also commanded one of the other BC Battalions, now known as the BC Regi-
ment. Should you have any questions, please contact me at 604 926 5696 and 
brooke3@shaw.ca. 
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