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A WORD FROM THE COLONEL

In May, 1918, the Allies decided to seize the Murman
Coast, far inside the Arctic Circle and the Port of
Archangel on the White Sea. The main reasons for
this decision were :

l. To stop the heavy transfer of German Divisions
from the Russian to the Western Front, which had
been proceeding at the rate of six Divisions per month.
In this they were completely successful as no further
Cerman Dhvisions were transferred after the landing
of the Allies in Morthern Russia.

2. The prevention, by seizing the Muorman Port
of KOLA, of the Germans using it as a submarine
base and thus turming the flank of the mmmense anti-
submarine mine barrage running from Scotland to
MNorway. [his would undoubtedly have happened, as
the Cermans controlled the Bolshevik Government
in Petrograd and had ample means of transport by
rail to KOLA, which was an open port all the year
round.

There were at least 60,000 German troops in Finland,
on the West flank of the Murman Railway, and it is
probable that but for the armistice, big efforts would
have been made |:|-1.r them from the west, awded by

Pap Fap

troops shipped by rail and from Petrograd, to oceupy
the Port even after its setzure by the Allies,

3. To open up a channel of communication with
England for the Czecho-Slovaks whe were then in the
interior of Fussia, hostile to the Balshevik Covernment
and badly in need of arms and equipment. [t was
hoped that the Eastern Front might be reconstituted
with the aid of the Czecho-Sloveks and the anti-
Bolshevik Russians who were to be organized and
trained by the Allies, and that the |.a.rge quanritlcs of
war matenal shipped to the Russians via Kola and
Archangel before the Revolution might be available.

Conzequently  in August, 1918, the Canadian
authorities were requested to send a Field Artillery
Brigade to Morthern Russia as a part of the Allied
Forces and | was offered the commanad.

Volunteers were called for from among the officers
and men in the Reserve Artillery, who had had service
in France and the applications were far in excess of
the number required. Majors F. F. Amoldi, D.3.0.,
and W. C. Hyde, [1L.5.0., were selected to command
the two six-gun Batteriez, the 67th and 68th respec-
tively. A wvery large portion of the men selected were
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HIZTORY 16TH BRIGADE CF.A

chosen on account of their good hghting gualities in
France under the same officers who would command
them in North Russia.

The Brigade salled from Dundee, Scotland, on
September 21st, and on arrival at Archangel some ten
davs later was transhipped to barges and conzigned
some 23 males inland up the nver Dwina,

The "front" at this time was a cunous one.  Looking
south from Archangel, the Allies held Onega almost due
west, and Pinega to the east, On the raillway which
ran due south from Archangel, the front was some
flﬁj.-‘ milez awav, while the force to which the Canadians
were despatched was fighting along the Dwimma River
over 230 miles due south. Our force was, therefore,
many miles in advance of the railway front and was
more or less "in the air.”

On the arrival of the Allies in Archange! the Bol-
sheviks had fled preopitately, but on realizing the
size of the small forces opposing them had begun to
rally and were definitely oppesing any further advance,
and as our forces on the River Dwina were axded by a
monitor of the Koval Navy, they made EUFIEEFH.I-]'I'CI.i.ﬂgl_'!:"
greater progress than was possible on the railway
tront, hence the great dispanty in their positions.
On the armval of General Tronside to assume the
duties of Commander-in-Chief at the same time as

Fags Nig

the Canadians arrived, it began to be realized that the
backing of the Royal Navy would ke impossible during
the winter and that the best method of ensuring the
Sﬁfﬂ‘t_':-' af the forces far inland was to insure the
stability of the "fronts" in their rear. Consequently,
a party of three officers and twenty-six men of the
Brigade were sent to temporarily man an armoured
train on the railway, They did not rejoin the Brigade
until January, having performed their duties to the
entire satisfaction of General Ironside.

On the way up stream, the Brigade also detached a
party of the 68th Battery under Major Hyde, D.5.0..
to take part in npcrat'mnﬁ about to take place between
the Hai]wa:.f and the Dwira River. Much of the
hghting here was at close range, the American Infantry
in front of the guns were somewhat unaccustomed to
at least that particular form of warfare, and as a
result many of Major Hyde's men, particularly ks
Signallers, had extraordinary opportunities for the
display of courage and resource which were heartily
acknowledged and appropriately rewarded. [t was
not until December that Major Hyde and his Battery
headguarters rejoined the Brigade, leaving one section
m action, which did not rejoin untif April, as it ran
into a succession of fzhts wherever It went, even on
the trip up river to join the Brigade.
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HISTORY 16TH BRIGADE C.FA

Meanwhile the balance of the Brigade, consisting of
the 67th Battery complete and the balance of the 68th
Battery continued up stream until it reached the
junl::ti-l:ln of the Dwina and Vaga River: and came under
the command of Dwina force, which had a ecolumn
hghting about forty and seventy miles respectively
up each of the above mentioned Rivers. The a7th
Battery was detailed to the Dwina River and the
68th to the Vaga.

Their n:spt-:L'wu adventures are well and aq:,-u:ural:ﬁ:!}'
told in the B&ILEE}' narratives by T'r"lajurs Arnoldi and
Hyde and pubhshed herewith, so it 15 not necessary
for me to do more than roughly outline conditions in
the Force as a whole during the winter, as while the
Batteries were in separate columns the stirring events
5:1] one i.n:x-‘i’ta[:ﬂy reflected its tachical results on the
ather.

After accompanying the 67th Battery to its front on
the Dwina River, Brigade Headquarters and the
reinforcement party proceeded to Piandar, eight miles
north of Force Headguarters at Beresnik, where a
system of blockhouse defence was evolved for the
defence of the steamers, barges, etc.,, wintering in
Piandar creek. Meanwhile, having been appointed
C.R.A. to the Force, | accompanied that partion of the
68th Battery proceeding to Shenkursk, withdrew the

Fage Eipht

Russian Battery serving there and sent them to an
Artillery School which we established at UST, Vaga.
Until Christmas the whole Brngade headquarters were
busy on their defences, establishing courses for EVETY
one in machine guns, etc., and in getting a line an
what Ordnance possessed in the way of Artillery
Stores.

Dhring this period | was fortunate encugh to be
paying a visit to the 67th Battery when the famous
attack from the rear on Armistice Day teok place
and had an opportumty of mngmtlﬂating the Section
on thewr wonderful work. Strenuous efforts were also
made to obtamn further Artillery support from Arch-
angel, including two sixty pounders, and by Christmas
we had received a section of British 4.5 howitzers and
some Russian Artallery.,

Directly after Chrstmas, | was ordered to take
command of the Force, and was away from Piandar
until the end of January, during which time 1 visited
the various columns and, being apparently a harbinger
of ill luck, was at Shenkursk when the Bolo commenced
his big attack which resulted in the evacuation of that
town and the subsequent long retreat. Az areas of the
surrendered country were evacuated, wvery large
numbers of refugees poured through our lines and it
became a matter of extreme military urgency to get
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HISTORY 16TH BRICAEG CF.A.

them out of the fghting area and on to the line of
commumications when every horse and every pound
af food or clothing were needed.

The Brigade Headquarters at Piandar, under Captain
Bruce, during this perod urganizcd a moast efhcient
relief and control service, arranging for the Feeding of
large numbers of refugees and their shipment back
towards Archangel as empty convoy transport became
available.

nuring March, two mountain howitzers arrived
from the base, and these were at once manned by
members of the Brigade Headquarters, with Russian
drivers, and sent to the Vaga Front where the evacua-
tion of a portion of the front on the order of the CLC,
the garnson during heavy fighting involved their
destruction. Dhuring thiz period, [ visited Archangel
te see Cieneral [ronside about the general artillery
situation as it was becoming obvious that the time
was getting dangerously short in which we could hope
to get four sixty pounders and any large quantity of
ammunition. The boat sent from England with the
sxty puull-l'.!Er armmunition was lost at sea and 1t wasa
matter of touch and go whether the duplicate consign-
ment could, during March, get through the 1ce in the
White Sea, while one section of horses could not make
two trips fo the front with guns in the time available.

Fapr T

[ made a trade at Archangel whereby I agreed to take
only three sixty pounders on condition that they sent
them all up at once instead of making two trips, and
SLW U'H: FLLIEA ]':El."!'ﬂ .'*l.]'ﬂl'l:ﬂl'l.!:':]. 'r'l"l'll]ﬂ l'.hl."' Hﬂ.?ﬂl. FII:"I.‘.IFI]I"
Were impres:sed with the wvital necessity of getting the
ammunition ship in. Every ice-breaker in the country
was used and after three weeks' strenuous battle, the
"Wardown" staggered into port almost in a sinking
condition. Special trains and convoys were awaiting
E]':J' ﬂfl.':.{ CYETY OnC WE]] :I'I:Tnl:mhtr hl._.l'i'll' 'I'.]'l.l: aﬁmunitlnn
reached the guns at absolutely the last moment before
the trails became mmpassable.

During March and April, the enemy attacked our
positions well in our rear where numerous and con-
siderable quantities of our much tried troops, including
artillery, had to be despatched in that direction to
save us from complete solation.  Simlarly on several
occasiong it was an exceedingly fne point whether
the progress of the fghting on the Vaga warranted us
i holding the Dhwina front at a dangerous distance in
advance, and every preparation was made for a with-
drawal of the latter if forced upon us.

When zpring arrived, we were able to contemplate
with a certain amount of equanimity the fact that both
fronts were intact, our artillery i good shape and
reinforced by British and Russian artillery. to whom
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HISTORY 16TH BRICADE CF.A

they would eventually hand over, and that the Navy
would soon be up. This period of waiting was dis-
tinctly enlivened on the Dwina by the mutiny of the
Russian Infantry and | think it 15 one of the proudest
things on which the 67th Battery can look back that
the Russian Battery. which they had "mothered" and
trained by precept and example dunng the winter,
should stand firm when their own Infantry mutinied
and remained true to their traditions and teaching,
although completely surrounded.

Dwuring May. we were able to take the offensive in a
srnall WaYy and on both column fronts the enemy was
attacked and manv pr'Lsunl:r-s taken, 2o that on handing
over to the relieving troops. the vital strategical points
s0 jealously guarded all winter were still intact and a
disheartened enemy 1n front.

On June 6th the Brnigade left Dwina Force on
|:|-an_.';l:s for An:hnng:] en route for home, At Ard'mngnl
the Governor-General asked to have the Canadians
paraded and informed them that his heartfelt thanks
went out to the Government of Canada for the magni-
ficent work of their troops. Although four of the
the winter, he stated that he would not allow a single
officer of the Brigade to leave Rusma without some
mark of appreciation from his Government. All

Page Ticha

officers not previously decorated were then awarded
the Order of 5t. Anne or the Order of 51, Stanizlaus.

The Governor-Ceneral also presented to the Hrigadn
ten St. George's Crosses and ten St. George's medals
(the Russian equivalent to the Victona Cross and
D.C M. respectively).  These were given to the men
in recognition of their splendid work and following
the Russian custom, the men of cach Battery chose
the ten bravest from among themselves as the re-
cipitl!Ls.

General Ironside, the Commander-in-Chicf. also
para-:_‘lﬁ_'l the Elnrigarlr. and told them that they knew,
mare than he could tefl, what the Canadian Hfti]]T‘F}'
had meant to him during the winter. Owver and over
again the C.F.A. had saved the Force from destruction
and the highest traditions of the Canadian Corps
had been fully maintained.

After heartily cheering the Commander-in-Chief,
the Brigade embarked and sailed for England on
June 11th, where, on arrival on June [8th, every one
was given ten davs' leave and after a few hectic days
{and nights) of preparing innumerable lorms In
quintuplicate, which was cheerfully undergone as a
preliminary to gelting home and into civilian hfe Aagan,
embarked for Canada, and, on arrival, all ranks, many
of them after five years” absence, headed for home,
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This album, after much unavordable delay, has offer my sincere thanks and hearty congratulations
been prepared in order to preserve some record of the for their splendid work under circumstances of great
work of the C.F.A. Brigade in North Russia, and it hardship and tral.

15 hoped that it will be read with interest by all former C. H. L. SHARMAN
members thereof, to each and every one of whom | Coforsel
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DIARY OF THE 67TH BATTERY. C.F.A

By Major F. F. Arnoldi, D.5.0,, Officer Comira nding

i Far the bersehit of the men who were unable to keep & diary of car movements
in Hnrl:h_ Hussis aid for any whe may be interested in the scti ities of the 67th
Er:utttrg‘m that region from Octoher Tst, 1918, ta Juse Sth, 1919, or durieg the
time when we were actually in action, | am going ta give & shart synopais.

The Brigade Commuander bay already told of our Iumding at Archangel and
procesding up the Dwina on & 'I:n.%: with our gune sed full equapment, phas
spare parts of HM.T, Steplen, e arrived al & point on the Dwina Hiver
sarne 36} miles fram Archangel, afterwards to be well known as Gunners Hridye
on October 12th. We had & very uneventful but & pleasant trip, outside of
baving to threaten te shost the captains of our tugs several times to steg them
from ceserting us. We alio had the pleasure of meeting the Commandant of
Bereznik, ¢ Major ﬂuﬂ!ll‘- renawh. who, prier te our arrival, carmed large
supphies of eanl-oil a gascline,

Pt is from Gunmers Bridge my story starts. The next day we gok our fst
bt of horses, 25 in number, better desesibed a pomies, the largest of them being
na bigger than a fair sieed Shetland pony, they required eoewiderabilie harness
Etl:l_n as you may Wnagine,  We received oeders in the afterrean to proceed
to Seltzo with the Full battery less Liewt, Hradshaw, with 50 men, who were to
remain behind and procare our full complement of horses. We arrived st
Seltro at dark in company with the Brigade Commander, recetving arders Lo
unlosd orto the beach, and prepare to g ints action in support of tIEn- efantry
who were halding Seltzn st the time a8 eur frant [ine, EIIE:Iur-derd the six
guns and twelve wagans all fully loaded, as well as all our baggrge, & mwnth's
rations, harness, ete., having to man handle the gune over a hundred yards
of wet sanel beach. This was no sooner completed than we recerved arders to
reload a3 the infamtry were going 1o retive within 24 bours. The ecenplete
battery wae reloaded, and left Seltzo sgain at 4.3 a.m., less the twe guss of
the centre section in charge of Liswt, Hague, which were ta stay behind in aug.
port ef the Infantry and which were Lo come backwith the naval gun barge
on the evacuntion of the Infantry, with orders to Pleie 4 sacnhee gun
un B point which commanded the river, some ten milesbelow Selizo.
"' Sub, Gum was selected For this futy, and was left as directed in ch.
arge of Lesut, Fdwards, with o to fire 'on all boats attempling to come

wit the river after the naval gun barge had passed, no matter what flsg they
were Bying, to stick to thar gun until it was knocked out, ard then to get

back the best way they could, At 10 wan. we arrived back at Ganners Bridge
with three of our own guns and joined there two of the 68th Battery
gurs, and Bde, HQ. staff in charge of the Aditant awaiting orders fram the
Colonel, who kad gene to Bereanik to repart the altustion to the Force Come
mamder. We remainde 2 there during the 14thawaiting further developments,
Mext morning at 1 som. we were awokened by the naval gun barge arrivieg
back (o ray that the Infantry were coming back. that was sll the information
they could give ue. A council of war wes immediately summoned, and the
rignt kel centre seckions puk tnko actien on the shere, with & screen formed of
brigads Meadguarter Etlﬂhruun out in frent be meet any eventualities until
such time ar we were able Lo determine just bow the situstion stood.

The naval barge brought the twa gurs of the centre section back with them,
after Paving gquite an EIEiEInL time af it the day before, as the Bolo bBad
sitacked shortly after the mam body of the Battery had left. The guns bad
bsten in action all day. the Bolo being successfully repulsed after a shurp attack.
The O.C, of the Column, however, had already decided to evacuate that nig{m
under cover of darkness, The gun barge with our two gune wes practically
the lust to leave. They apparently passed "D Sih. Gun durireg the darkness,
as they had not sesn nor beard of them.

Absut ten o'clock in the mumi:Ig no word kad been received nor any sqund
of hiring beard, g0 we took one of our atzending tugs and proceeded up the
rives Dwin bringing "0F Sub. Gur back a5 its role of sscrifice gun was ended,
the Halo having spparently not followed close on aur heels, 11 was a very dis-
;,F-Fﬂiﬂt"d gun crew we brought boms. They thought that their dresm of

ramce was gaing to be realized of ighting their gun to & finish cver open sghts,
vet they had been withdrawn without Rrng & round,

Ewentually, sbout three o'clock in the afternoon cur Infantry commenced
to wrrive back slong the bark in poor skape, having had a very bad time of it
coming aver almost impasssble roads through the fopest.  They hed lost most
of thetr amanunition and equipment during the retirement,

It might be well bhere to give just a word about the country over which we
bisd to Bght, We found a heavily woodsd muskeg country ﬁnn.; each side of
the river, with clearings at intervals whese small villages were Ineated.

The CO. of the Force arrived back at Gunners Bridge with Col. Sharman
i the evening and after a hurried confercace amd a change of the Celumn

Page  Fijtean
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HISTORY 16TH BRIGADE CI.A

command, we decided to establish surselves on the ling of Kurgamen-Tulgas,
with a temporary position in Topss, This wee accomplished after several
streniveus days’ work. The right section wndor Lieut. Bradshaw went imto
action on the Left Bank m the village of Tulgss and the centre section under
Lieut. Hegee, took upa temporary pmition en the Right Bank in the copse
in front of Kurgomen. Hewever, nest day, as the Infantry with:'rew from
Topsa they took up a positien by the church isKurgomen

The following day we made curssives known to the Belo, We fourd we had
facing us some 21 armed water eraft. including severa! gunoats armed with
6" and 41" pavel gumns, which reminded ome very much of our friemd the
*Zilent Suc® of France, They had that kabit of srviving, and then anrouncing
the Fuct afterwards, The Bolo had three batteries of held gune, and as far s
we coukl find sut, approcamately 3,300 troops Facing sur larce of one six gun
|& peumder battery, which in other words was ®we", ome naval 5,1 gun mounted
of w5 eld iren Barge, for which there were 150 rownds of ammurition lefe in
Marth Russis, and a graced total of between SO0 and 1,000 gll rapks. Our
lefantry, and all erecdit to them, consizted of three companies of 2/ Wth Royal
Seates, all class B.3, or a purely base battalon, and ene company af oar gallant

neighbors, TThe Yanks."

On the moaning of the 18th, his gun bosts commsenced shelling our forward
position. bt were kept st u respectiul rarge by car naval gun barge, bis [nfanitry
alsa became active. particularly on the right bark. On the morming of the
e, our gun barge was sunk with & direct fit by a 4.1 fram one of bis boats,
which left us powerless te deal with kis water cralt as they eame down the
river bo within sary vange for ther guns, vet well out of the range of our 1B
pounders, and chearfully shelled us over open sights.  To make s feel even
worse ke brought bis held guns into action in Topsa ard shelled our forward
pasition. Ewen then we were hopebessly satdistinced and further handicapped,
as bis feeld guns ranged up o '?.ﬂ:l‘!ﬁlunll. whale owr ald type il buller 18 pounder
with which we were equipped, was not graduated above 6,600, theugh | am
not saymg anything sgainit ouwr goed old 18 pounder. There is nooe [ike us
if we enly had the range,

We were pubircted Lo several attacks during the nest three weeks, all of which
were: sufeessfully repilsed, cur casualties bemng wery Light, while those of the
enemy were very heavy, Meost of the trouble was at Tulgas on the lefe bank,
?'I:-JT guns getting in some very good shooting at times in che open in fromt of

~pRi.

The ice started to appear in the river on October Mth, petting thicker each
day, and om the 28ch all sur tugs were withdrawn down the rver, Abo his
nevy had to withdraw ug the river, for which we were very thankfis),

Dt the marndng of the 27th, we sttem a sirpeise a8tack an Topea, which
wiah  Failure, uln?urlunl.l:dy, our troaps being nndr:u-m sip mamiy doe o lack
of organization. Four of cur men, Br. A. B. Calwell, an 1 ). A, Framcis, Grs.
L Cordall and 5 Wilson, accomparaed the Infasiry in this attack to man
any ememy peng thoy might take. They were eubaf twice in attempling to
re; |i|' cir troapa, each lime baving to fght their own way out, all returning
safely,

The condition of our [nfantry on the right bank after this attack was very
sirinns, having lost kall of their hghting faree. Our own men were m grest
Fertle, Fartunately there was o enemy infantey action om this bank fer the

meal lew days

The beft secticn moved inta sction s8¢ Kargomen on the 2th, amd we com-
menced bo settle owrselves far the winter, The weather turned milder round
the Tst of Movember, and his [nfantey began to show consniderable activity on
Both bk, keeping oar sutposts woaried

A comglets defence scheme for both barks was prepared [ar encircling the
'-'L"IEH with a system of fog blockhoases, connected up with wire entanglements,
which proved very effective later when cempleted, The weather comtioued
very mild, the ice practically clearing fromm the Fiver again, till on NMovember
#th his gun boats appeared and opened fire on bath banks, On the 10th,
be attacked the forward village of Kurgomen, driving in our outposts, but did
nob remamn very !I'I|'|E| il centre sectbon downg some geod work. His gum
boate bombarded Tulgas henvily during the afternoor,

On Mavember |1th, his gun boats apened up & beavy bombardment on
Tulgas at daylight, and his Infantry attacked at & a.n. in front, owr right
seckion being heavily eogaged i support of the [afantry. At 9 am., alarge
body af the enemy, 600 strong, who under cover of the woods had pueshed round
ter the rear of our gums, were discovered by the drivess of the section, who were in
their billets at the time, I.I:ilu'lﬂl:lll'?_ from the village in thedr rear about 200
yards distant, Tl drivers, some 20 in namber, pushed out, armed with their
rifles, nnd met the Halos” advance, tempararily eheeking it, They [ell back in
apea order o their gun pits fighting all the way, giving the guns time to be
Iﬂmt'l:r!'l-ll- prepared for the Bolo when be amived,  As already stated the guns
were IR actuan &t the time, hring to their froat. "B Sub, Gun was ran oat of
its pit and reversed, opening up over open sights at the entay,  Ualortunately,

Fags  Sareniirn
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HISTORY 16TH BRICGADE CF.A.

tur 1o the nature of the groend, they were uneble to clear a small nse in Fromt of

the gin, at bees tham 400 yards so that the Eole was able to advance witkin |00

yirds, larming a small circle about the pats, opering up heavy rifle amd mackine

gun fize, while their gun bosts kept uvp a contimued bombardment from the

river, The Infamtry f':rlnq: thas time were being hotly engaged from the front,
ut were sucseisiul in keeping him oul of our msin delences

A platoon of A Company Roysl Scots was dispatched ro the asaistamce of the
uns. They reached the gums, notwithstanding a heswy fAre directed oo themn
rair the enemy, suffering heavy casualties. Iﬁu Bole made several attempts
to rush the guns during the day. Our little force of 25 infantry and 30 add

gunners, however, beld nim st bay until fowr o'clock i the altemeon,  When
it became dusk, they were able to reverse "A" Sub, Gun rusniing it sut Into
the apen in rear of I.Tli: pits, and opened fire over open sights at 75 ta 100 yards,
Twia had beer impoasibile during I:Ii}'li]:'ll. gwing o heavy seiping by the enrmy,
Ok earkoness falling, the ememy retursed back nto the weads, leaving soame
Bl dead and wounded inour kands, inchiding ene Battafion Commander, Many
other waunded were also reported by the prisosers we collectsd later, The
fallawing message was taken from onemy signalless eaptired in sear of sor guns:
FWe have takan bwo villages but not the guen, attack pmenediately in Front and
fire an upper town, unless you da this we cannot hald sue, petzeat impossable*
;’gru:d. Commander Faulks." We might add here that we had the satisfection

hearing later that of the 500 men whoe started an the attack, less than 100

ever retarned to his own lines.

Hiwewer, we paicl & hesvy price for our gloricus day. Cpl 5, B, Warehans,
gar Signalling Ceaporal, was Erl-;-:l at the gun by & eniper, while tryiisg o get
o the IiHI"I-IlTHII to cormmunicate with the other bank for sssistance, and Divr,
W, Canville was killed while attemptiog to get out of his billet to meet the
frst oralaght, alio ten of the gallamt Gitle platoon of Royal Scots wha came to
OUF ARILELR s,

In the menntime the enemy had put on & light sttack against Kurgomes,
which was effectavely denlt with by the centre and left sectione.  During the
whole day communcabion was cui between the two banke, the remainder of
the Battery in Kurgamen being helpless to assiest in any way, ot being awars
of the exact situstion, and the distance too greal to distanguaish the uniforens,
Finally, at 4 pm. they received & larmg signal from the right section, "We
are Ilurr-uu.nded.' where upon the left section apened fire 00 rear Villages in
AEmIEtAnCE.

He continwed a heavy bombardment for the mext few dayes by boat and land
batteries, Towards the evening of the second day we located the land guns,

which were silenced forthwith. It commenced to turn much colder, the e
runming very beavily in the niver, his mavy retinng on the [4gh.  On the 15th,
hes Infamtry retired fmmiurﬂud Tulgas to Seltzo after & preprratery bombard-
ment by owr guns from bath banks,

We commenced to setthe ourselves down for the winter in sarnest and
wompleted our defences. We wired in all our gun positions, iclependent ly
of the main outer defenices, as & precaution sgainet any further attacks of this
nalbure,

The lasz tug wenit down the ever on the [7eh leavieg us cut off [rom the
outsice wntil such time as the spow roads opered up. W' spent the remaioder
af the manth layirg in supplies for the wintes, a.nlzrgunurl.l reabine duty, We
had one good day's sport, when we sent s patrol of {2 men oul e no mans
lamd to capture L]-:iglf:lfrnm the enemy, bringingin hey. They browght back
loof then. Unfortunstely several of our men were badly frost-littes owing to
lack af proper footwear for the extreme cold of the day. The same night an
oficers patrol went out to investigate a Bolo patral reporied to be, between
var defences, on the island in the midddles of the river. Mot hading the enemy

atrol, they decided to put an a Hitle show of their own advanciog up under the
El.nkl of Topsa some S.E:l:l yurds in Fromt of cur oulposts and hehind his, They
opened up Bve rourds rapid inte bis Billets, then sat back and watched the
excitement, he went wild, opening wp with his artillery and machine gurs,
parently thinking we were trying s surpaiss attack,  As soon as they quacted
Ell:wn they gave them arather liITII-':' aeel came hose without eishap,

We were comtimucuasly in touch with the enemy during this pericd, but
outsade of patrel encounters nothing of a serieus rature developad, We fraind
ourselves at o big disadvantage, a3 his field gums and 4.1 could sik back ard
shell i From Topsa, bat ewing to the range which was over BER yaros, we
were unsble to reply with our gars, and just had to take it.  We decided such
a condition was impossible for the whole wanter. At dawn on Detamber
Sth, F. Sub. Gun went cat inta the open plain between Kirgomen and Tapsa,
1,500 yards im front of car autpests and engaged his pasition aver apen sights
in u very effective manrer |¢I.|Fl..:r Fring about 100 rounds they haoked up ard
drove beack imto our own lines. He stood for the bluf pever firing a Ii-ﬂBJ-I!
round in reply, although we had our comiphete gun erew and team absclutely
without any possible means of support Gut in the open, We kept up this per-
formance at Entervale wuntil the sow gab too vy: when we took the
guns as far as the end of the wood copae oo the plain.  This proved & wvery
effective chock agaimet his guon, any time we were worried by them during the
winter they were offectively dealt with in this way. We also carned out 2
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eombined shoot by the guns of both banks, the nght section sending & gun out
in front of Tulgas defences, With two guns an I:l!-! right. bank snd one om the
left carrying out a deliberate shoot aver open sights into his pesitions from
the apen me_n_ The operation took about three hours, with no signs of his
s oF any HEEFEESIVE TROVETERENL &N the l!11H'I1;!-"!- part,

We were able to put on 4 very good apread for Christmas disiner, the men
having soup, wild fowl. beef, phim pudding, beer, candies and cigars, so that
mobody suflered for lack of uruﬂ. every ore putting in the el rieat day possi
LEniter tne clcumstarces.

The renminder of the month was taken up by routine, although sur guns
wiTe n action, at least, on one af the tanks every night against his patrels,
Captain Gillis and Farrier Sergesnt Durfard were senl to Archangel to build
sieighs and bring up some 60 pounder guns which were sent 1o us far owr defence
in the spring against his navy, during the period when his navy ¢ould come dawn
with the ice and asist in bis infantry attack agamet our positian. and the tme
when our mavy could come up fron Archengel where they had gome for the
wimber just bel?;lru we artived i the fall, leaving our foree witheut ﬁﬂg! heavy
II:M. The Imperial Ordmance having said thet it was impossible to bring up
the 64 poanders vver the rowids, it was op to us ko get thiean there,

The mext three weeks passed off witheat anything sery much happemireg,
we were in cenkmusl touch with his infantry, the gung being in action omce
every cay at least. We were able 10 keep s artillery under contrel by taking
aur gars out in froot of our cutpasts at intervels,  He seemed to bave moved
in some 4.1 mieces whach started 1o worry us 1n cur forward defences,

A sectsan of the 415t B.F.A, 4.5 How, Battery in charge of Capt. Dull grrved
from Archargel and was put into sction az Tulgas.  Unfortunstely for offensive
deferee it did mot nssist us very matezially. as we could out range it with our
|8 pounders im a pinch, though later they praved to be very wseful morally
agairst his infantry. They wers a '-'t-rﬁ' stout Jot of Fellows and game For
a fight. The weather turmed wery cold. although the anowtall was slight
until the end of Japusry. This did not prevent sur being able to have several
foothell and baseball garees between the sections, which proved great lﬁﬂrl.
and & mexns of 'A'IIII"IIF away the time. We alio played several games with our
gooad ald frends the * focks.”

Several interesting Lests were carried out with the gans under the most
severe conditions.  Our 18 pounders fitted with the ol il buffers hlled with
nrdhnr_lg.l ordnance non-freesing hisfer cal, were fired at 33 below zera F., with the
ammunition at the same tenperatiore, and in spite of the cald we gat perfect
results after making pormal corrections for temperabure ard ranges, the guns
recailing amd running up witheut apy jar.

We gave the native children & Christiras tree, samething which was merely
a legend to them. It tirned out & bugs ssecess, the whole population of the
villages turning out to see it, Bhe men and women being just =s enthussstic
as the children.

During the rermairder of the month the ememy commenced to show con-
siderably mare ectivity, fnally on January 27th be made a determined attack
on Tulgss from the frenk and flank, proceeded by & frint attack on Korgoman,
We were heavily engaged for seven kours, the eneany baing eventually driven of,

He meoved his astillery o, h.n:-mn'n:& very maoch more active with them
We were still very badly cutranged, ard our gune were sent ot each day in
front of our lines in an ofort ta stlence them, witheut siccess,

He attacked Tulgas agair on the 3at, this time our right section with the
Hows, getting & good bag and fecling very much bucked with themselves.
The ey clearing ook leaving uﬂrﬁ dead pn front of aur wire. We com-
centrated cur eforts for the mext week im trying to silence his guns and sfter
sevaral days of pushing our guns sat in frant we were left i pesce once more,

They attempted a third atteck on Tulgae, bat it never matured. we found
ot from prisoners taken after that we had disturbed them by dropping a 4.5
with & mffu., in their enidar, |iu st as they were |::|-|‘|'ll.rini. to debouch from the

wwoods (o the attack. A Soldiers and Sailors Council had been immediately

called, decided that they had had quite suffeckent in their lask two atiempis,
and refurned home,

On Februnew 15th, the beft section was dispatched 10 miles to the rear to
Pless to take up a defersive position there, as we Feared he might try to attack
our lires by circling :hmth the forests,. We lesrmed that ke Fad pre-
pared a road throwugh the forest over which to move his puns with this
ohject in view, A wection of Fussan gunners armed with 1# pounders, had
arrived at Kurpamen tis replace the beft section.  They proved themaslves to
e good fellows, the officers being excellent gunners.

The remainder of the month wes takes up mostly by routine, we were
continually in touch, however, with bis infantry, but pothing important
happened. Hin gues, were still watranging os. On the Sth of March, the
centre section took a gun out in fromt of the outpests on the plain and
engaged his guns, making our good old 18 peunder with cil and spring bulfer
fire a1 an elevation squal to 8,400 yards, which she stood nobly, proving effective
is thaat we were not worried from that quarter for seme time,  We were foroed
during the remainder of the menth to kerp ome gun out in front Fr'l.-:h'-l:u."}'
every day to keep his artillery from becoming too active, with efective results,
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The month of March was perheps the mast trving month of gur B0 joUrm,
owing Lo the icertainty of our posibion, not so muel with regard o our own
fromt, bat ta conditions 1 our rear, bis forces in lasge namwbers having been
reported ta bave cut our limes of commeuratation several times, alo cwing to
the serious conglition of the Yaga front ab this tisne, we dsd nat knew froen day
Io day jast baw we stoad, Twice during thas period we wore packed up ready
to move, the powers that be not being able to give us any assaramncs as 1o whether
we would hold owr present ling against the spring offensive, which from in.
formation received through cur agents we expecked him o puk an with his
coinbaned land amd naval forees, Finally on Aprtd Ist, we received eodors that w
would held our present pesitions until the srreval of sur navy, We comsenced
o prepere carselves to be & seli-contaired lorce until that time i wecessary,
stremgtheming our crcular defences amd preparing for the armval of the long
promised 60 pounders, two of which were (o be mven to our Columm, Wi
also rioceived a 3" Russian Beld gua with & range of 9,000 yards, similar to that
usad by the enemy, which had bten eaptisred [rom them in a previous aztsan,
[t wia put into actuen in the woad copae aut (same 1,500 vard sout on the plain),
in fromt of car defenses, in charge of the Sge. Major amd 100f the “best,” armed
to the teeth with the httle Rossian gum, bwo mackice guns, bombs, rifles and
grub, There was also an outpost of seven infantry occupying a blockhouse at
the front end of the topse.

The Russiams who up ntil this time we had scattered amongst us for salfety
and traming purposss and of wham we now kad a complete hastery of 4 gurs
and soene B0 [nfansry, had been continually asking for an independent com.
mand of thesr own, [t wai decided to give them the Tulgas side of the river,
withdrawing all eur own men to the :I'!urpurnm bank. We still magintained
tactical controd and supervision of their actians,

The 31er of March we saw signs of a break in the winter for the first time
mimts the beginning of December, there was a slight 0 aw in the sun.

On April 3rd & relief was carrled out between the centre and left sectione.
the centre section guing to Pless, and being relseved by the lsft section. This
was a most eventful day, the 60 pourders actually asriving in Kurgomen to
the great joy and reliel of all of ss. They were manned by Hussian gunners
who had mever seem the gun before, but sfterwards proved themuslves ta be
made of good stulf.  We gave them a etiffening of car awn men, snd the werk
of getting the para into pogition wes got under way.

The following two wesks, up until the 14th of April. was taken up by the
rebuilding of our gun pits and the strengthening of the whole position. Op

the Zth all sectivns reported ready for Mr, Bolo's party. esch section and the
forwared gun being & veritable arsemal, sach carrving three machine guns.,
rifles, beaniu, s well az their own [8 pounders. We were pretty well taged
far men at this junciure, although up to strength. We had two sections in
acticn at hurgemen and one at Pless, thers were ten men and the S.M. in
the copse with the 3 Russian gun, and six men with the 60 pounders, the
remamder being with the horses arel stores at the wagan lines at Kurgomen
forming part of the resr defence, Everybody was in wonderful shape and
pleased to bet him kave a try sk us now that we were all set, and knew that we
did not have to move, unless—well we did not fgure on sy Panless? until
gur navy armved.  During the nest few days the river started ta rise, making
croesing very difhcult, until om Aprl 24th it was mmpossible to cross the river
without & boat. We sent a patrol out to examine the water waye in fronk of
Topsa which proved sucessshul, returning without mashap,

There was considerable activity in the enemy lines, ted movements of
troops from time to time. bt ne actual eontact reperted during the last week

At 5 .m. on the morning of the 25th, we were awakened by heavy rifle and
macHime gan fre from !htql'l-hul- bank where the Hissians were, and wpan
mvestigniion fourd all rommunications cut from the other bank, the uqnllf..
mat being abile to get any answer. [ might suy here t* at we had wireless statioss
established on either bank, as we were pol able to depend on aur cable com-
mUTICREEONS a1 Any Lime, doe to spies, #1e. 'We alio tred lamps withous sucerss,
The guns siemed to be fring at almest paint blank range to their front, vear
ard right flank. ¥ were compelled te romain innctive until suck time as we
eould obtain soene word as to what was going on.  The river was impassable
by this time, the ice having started 1o shift, Thie siteation comtimued yntil

30, when we decided to put a light box barrsge about the whale sitiation,
so s to keep any person from getting in orcat af the position if possable.  Fimally,
8 Russian Artillery Offscer and theee gurners arrived from the other bank afzer
s very periboug journey by means of pulling & bowt acress the broken ice under
leavy rifle and mackine gun fire from the river bask. He reported that the
Russian infantry had shot their officers and gane over to the Bolo, who wers
coming ke ther support from Selize, that the guns were sirrsunded by boatile
troops, the Russan guomers remuining loyal, and that they required assistance
and l"?lﬂﬂiﬂﬂ hre mmedistely. ‘-ﬁe apened & Iu||-p-|.|rli|||:ilru immeec inkel
ol the frant and fanks oaly. as we déd nob know the whersabouts of pur Erm.ﬁ
rrﬂﬂh"E'- composed of Linson Officers, wircless stadf, and AS.C. The 4.5

tow.. mow UFIHI#d ufa framm the U["ﬂ# tn frent af the I8 Fp_umﬂg-r;_ ﬁ:j“ Bp-
srently point blank, Fisally, at 545 am., the followisg message received
¥ ismp from 18 peunders position : "Fire on all villages cacept Artitlery
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Village. will have ta withdraw il you do not send supports immediately,! We
imimedistely cpened heavy fre on all villages, except Artillery and headguarter
wiltages, where the 4.5 was, & it seemed to be shooting true 6o us, A
further messsge was received asking for support on speciel tergets, alsa that the
Belos completely surmounded them, attacking from five places. We endeavored
ta gel a platoon of Infantry and section of mackine punners across the river 1o
their support, without suecess, awing to the condition of the ice. At 9.9 &,
message received. ' 'Cannot hold out swy longer, give us support in withdrawg!
of our gum,” which was promptly carvied out .umf to our great amazement the
two |B poucders sed the 4.5 hmbered up and withdrew right through Hospital
village which they had reported as being in the hands of the Mutineers, wha
weze apparectly cowed by our fire in front of the guea or overewed by the
loyaley af the Russian gunners. They let them pass through im salety, the
guns getting back to Shushega some 72 miles to the rear, baking up new positions
there, aur centre pection making a determined effart, without sicoess, to get
ammisnition bo them, acroes the river fran Pleas,

We maintamed fire on the other bank during the day amd night, but next
risarming the Bolo had himself well established in Tulgas.

This induoed was cne of the most amazing instances of our experiences in
Risssia, & serious eatastrophe in which we wers pawerless 1o assist, owing to
their hovirg chosn the time when it was impessinle for us to interfere, on ace-
ount of the condition of the river. Tt left us, &3 vou may see, in & most precarious
posaticn, with Mr. Ealo firmly eetablisked on cur Hank, soene 2500 vards away,
and ama soene [0 miles bo our resr on the other bapk,  The moving ice was Lo
cur advantage this time. The centre section in Pless prepared to supporl
Shushegn geeting their guns inta action on the river bank,

The work dane by owr deivers dusing this time, getting wp &0 pounder,
|8 pounder amd 3" Russian gor ammunition from Rostovskoe to the gurs in
Kurgomen, a distasce of 20 odd miles, after the mads bad beeken, was o great
accomplishment, :I:IIHHIJ|-H'|I:'|-' cordicdering thak our horses were lorced fo live
an {0 pounds of straw and -J-in' mixedd, amdd & quart of oats & day. When the
rowds hoally became impassable, we were well set with ammunitsan for all the
:llrl- The moming of the 2th the Bolo attacked Korgamen at 230 am.,

ut wae ferced to retire by cur guns before actually in touch with our [sfantry.
snd moved guns into action in Tulgas during the night, and opemed fire in the
Eorting without doing us any damage. Me had us rather dead to rights as
the Tulgns positions were considerably higher than our positione in Kurgomen
and eould see ail cur gums without any difheulty. The centre section at Pless
also engaged an enemy attack on Shushegs with good resulte.

April 27eh. Enemy attacked Kuzgomen in force at 4 a.m. fram the front
and fanks. [t might be well ta mention that we were having continuous day-
light st this tiene 24 hours o day. The guns got in some very good shooting
on the party atiacking en aur flank in the wood, killing mery and making the
remainger retire in disarcer, leaving their maching gums and equipment. He
fired an our guns from Tulges with 3 gurs. We spatied him ;.||..-|-|H|,1:|mpd our
18 pounders on and heard mo more from that quarter, The 5.0, and his
party cid somne excellent shooting from the wood past, with bis 3 Russian gun,
gelencing the encmy's gans al Topsa. also id”:.E the enemy infantry attack
devikiping heavy machine gun fre on ther flank. He had trowbie with saur
infantry machine gun detachment, who were his suppart, and had 1o supply
& Lewis gun and three men to assist the MO in charge. The day fimishied
all in our fawor and everyhody much bucked with themaelves, The fnEmy
combtimued to be very active om the other bank. We carried on o barmssing
fire oo Tulgas, the centre seetion carrying out a defeneave fire for aur treops
in Shushega,

April 25th. {u:ll. trol encounter in the morning. W carried out sniping
an b other bank afl day with car artillery.

April I3th. lee cleanng in the nver.  First enemy gum beats sppesred in
the uﬂ:rrmn coming down the river.  No action,

April Hkh. Considersble eremy activity on the river during the day in
vicimity Trostem, but ne action as yero.  Meavy movement of troops i Tepsa,
Patrol encounter with our eutposts, in froot of Kurgomen alio at Shushega.
The tl) pounders were reported set and rewdy for aetion.  We did mot fre them,
fol wishing to disclase the strength of cur srmament, sy we belseved he had
received many remors of the great Elnl. we had in position, which we tock good
care Lo help alomg,  The opposing farces, fram ipfcomation we hed gathered st
this Time, were 23 closely a5 we could fnd -F:ur*nmnn biank, or ri{,’ht bark,
3000 anfantry and some |2 land guns, ':n.|:|u|:'.i|t&“':|' Hew, 4.1, 37 field gumns,
all &f which cutranged our 18 pounders. the Tidgas or left bank,
gorme 2,500 ¢ 8, B guns and two henvier pieces which pever came into action,
fesir of has 3" pieces l-l.kll'la: posttions in Tulgas itself, a distance of seme 2,500
vards froan our guns, looking down inbo our positsans, and lest bt not lesst,
27 armed river craft, Lnr|u§?ﬂp pane regular river gun bosts, armed with 6
and 3.0 naval guns, which ranged up to 17,000 yards, and smaller craft armei
with 4.1, Our force, some 550 all ranks, ischudiog 75 Russians, 160 edd
of our ewn infastry {British) 140 of ue and two 60 pounders, maximuen rs e
supposid ta bo 14,000, 4.18 pounders, range &,600, one Russian feld piece range,
q, ":dklr-i.rt'd i Tromt of our defences, |3 wooden block houses, and a litele wire
arau -
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May Iet, We were jurred out of nur sleep by his navy opening & heavy
bramchardieent st 2 a.m. on our gums, his land gors from bﬁlﬁl bisrks joinieg in
siimaltaneously, an § his infantry attacking from the directinn of Topas. His guns
in Tulgas hred om our own 18 pounders, making it utzerly irmpossible for any-

dy te get in of out af the gun pits.  Howewer, they were able o handle the
infantry attack From their pits. gotlimg in some great work, ratwithstanding
the m-lil:‘ pakdage They wiere gotting From all sides. He corcentraked alf kis
fre om the sl area of the gum peaitiops, We Srally got the 6 pounders inta
action at abaut 2,20, the frst round with 106 Fuee, ||-;T;Hni: plumb in the middle
of the Bolo Beet, then beth guns got going with excellent effect agaimst bis
navy, who seemed o hesitate, 1t wee then that be made his beg mastake,
he lifred the fire of kis Tulgas gim [rom the 18 pounders to the 60 pounders,
It was no sooner done than the 18 pousders popped out of their pits and in
three manates Tulges was silent. The whrole situstion changed From that
moment, Tre 60's drove the navy back, Pis infantry was forced to retire,
and the 3M. and his crew senced the guns in Tapsa : by 3.30a.m., the situation
was ours for the time being.

b He made another similar attempt about 3 a.m. which anly lasted hall am
ur.

He made a lass atterspt again at 7 a.m., which we were well set for, getting
sormee very goad shoating om nis infantry, cleaning them right back inta Topsa.,
He was finally magtered and slenced by 10 a.m.

Motwithstareding the fact that owr gun pita were knocked ahour and that
several henvy shells liad broken in the lips of the 60 powenders pits, thrawing dirk
FVET the crews, who were exposed except for 2 small eirenlar pit, with head eover,
tnere was not a aingle man scratched, It was mothing less than a miraele,
The Russinn crews on the 60 pounders proved themselves fo be ahanlutely
fearless. serwing their guns in the open without hesitation, throsghout the
whale attack, notwithstanding the rough sage. Ewerybody was wery
mwch bycked now they had met the enemy in r:ihm: and mastered hin.

We bad to butld rew positions, and nesve the left section during the night,
so &3 to be sble ta handle the Tilges guns, in case they got om us again. The
situation was such thet as bong as we could be quick enough 1o etop bim Fram
getting the drop on us evervthing was alright,  [F be ence got the ides that be
biael w for @ mimute he woald jump at the apportumity ofered to aversbelin e,
Luckily he did not get it befare our navy arrived, otherwise, it ia hardly NELEssREY
to remark, this story would mat have been writien,

) The mext Fn'-':' days were the stickiest part of our erow.  He did not give us
time to rest, his navy carrying out concentrated shooking on our position,

while he ehowed comsiderable activity an the far bank of the river, where he had
mally established Eimself i front of Shushega, seene ben meiles i eur rear,
his infantry showed comsiferable activity om our frant.  They were not
able to develop their atiack inte anything semious, the guns geiting them
before they came to close guarters.  On the afterncon of May drd 12 was
tauch and go for superioriky of Aire. He got four of his sax inch gurs on barges,
eatabilishad behind the chiff at Troit-a which, assisted by his mavy, who kept
grviig im wod ouf of range om the river, had ws a2 our limat for twa guurj. umtil
Fnally by good lick we seemed to get the better of bim with oor 60 pounders.
which. it msst be understood, were being asked to give between 15,000 and
1680 yards to compate with his ranges. To eppreciste the sitswtben if
should Be umderstood that, had we been silenced for the space of kalf an
|!Iﬂ=ll'. m ey opipion, it mesnt & fght to the fnieh with olds agaimst o, as
Eaere was ne wiy ouf, kiz whole 1) armed ships standing waiting to rush our
posiiiana,

: Cm May éith gair fret monitor appeared and fired, mech to our joy and relief,
ey had had to pass by ten miles of the left bank of the river which was ec-
cupied by the Balo ts resch us, so that they were mot sble to remsin and
had to retusn to Pless, However, il was & great reliel to keow there was
something behind us at lst, In the mesctime our centre section at Pless
en-operated with sur lafantry n Shusbiega in several successful raids inta his
poattion on t'heir froat

May Tth. Two of our miver gun beats moanted with twe &' naval {the
s atipe used om the Tigris) came up as far a3 Kurgomen and carried out a
amall 850t on Tilgas srel 'Fulp:n. The mext ten days went by without anything
seraais taking place.  He tried has hend at least ance a day withowt success,
With the co=opuration of our boats which came up esch day fram Pless, we
wirre ahle to ketp bim in Band.  The right section was taken eut of scticn on
the 11th, being relseved by the Ind Russian Battery.

Tha sifuation was still imposachle, however.  [F we were to hold Kurgamen,
it was cesential that we should clear him off the other bank beyond 'ﬁ:l
ar the positicn there completely commanded our position, although we ﬁ:.d
bein alide Lo force him to withdraw hes gurs freen there after the hzst few daya.
The guestion wae baw to kake ik, as we could not spare the men from either bank
to put oo any kind of an attack. From the 14¢h untal the [ Teh we carried ot
an aetive campaign on hig lees between Tulgas and Shushege, sending out
ﬂh:lh from the latter place. assisted by the navy and land gums, alse the gun
ats ar enomitors were passing up to Kurgomen fram Pless daily, Finally,
on the [Bth May, sur Infastry advanced fram Shushega on Tulfu. which was
put under & mvere bombardment from both eur aavy and our |8 pounders in

Foge Tuendg-maren
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HISTORY 16TH BRICADE CF.A,

Kurgomen, [t was mare than he could stand, our |n.in|r|l;:{| retaking Tulgas
without loss. During the diy we got in ome great open shooting, when he
withdrew in disoeder, The left section and the Eergt. Major's outpost gun
had the best day's sport of cur whale trip. It was a fine sight for
us to at last have our big gass came to cur sssistance and let us pound Gime
out of him For omce sfter aur lang wisnter's experience, What these 7.5 on the
manibor did bo the village of Tulgas was usthame. By 5 pon. of the 18tk May,
we held cur origimal line of Kurgemen and Tulgss, exact ¥ a3 it was before the
mutiny an the 2Tth April, withaut thel ass of & man.

The remainder of our tiree until we came out of actien an the ITth was
taken up with baseball and sports, altbough the guns were in action daily.

Oin the 2Btk May, after firing two lsal rounds we came aist of action, turning
over the sme line to our successors as we bad been given te hald in the fall,

We emnbarked on & seow with our gums and moved down the river to Pless,

where we packed up our centre section arriving at Beresnik during the night.
Next marming we tumed in cur guns and stores to the ordnance and s h.l.rﬁ:r
and as cheery & crew ss ever stepped, proceeded on down the river to Piands,
whETE Hriﬁaft Headspunrters were, to take up ballets awaiting cur final voyage
down the Dwira o Arehangel

I would like to add & word about our men.  Many times in Francs, [ had
talken with other ehaps and discussed what a corker of an sutht ene could
make if one had the i‘.||':l:|'|:c al men from the whole Corps.  Well, | bad them.
Men from every unit, at least every brigade, ineluding mew nsen fram Cansda.
Picked from a reserve of some 8500, including the cream of the School of Gun-
nery, The men were aven bevond my expectation and never during our eight
months' existence on the front were there any signs of discantent among them.
Always game lor a fight or & legh and it was generally both,

F. F. ARNOLDI, Magor,

Page  Twwidy-ning



DIARY OF THE 68TH BATTERY, C.F.A.

By Major Walter T Hyds, 0,3-0,, Cemar anding

The O.C. Brigads, in the preface to this book, kaving explained the reasons
for the dispatch of a fores 111li|1uu|iu. and the munner in which the werk done
by the Brigace was sppreciated by the Imperial General Staff; e O.C. of the
Ofth Battery, [ will endeawour to tell the story of the activities of the Battery
whille in Hussia.

As all know, diaries of sur daily werk were kept but few in the Battery had
aceess bo these diaries snd it is with the hope that the following will be of interest
to the many wha only knew of events of which they themselves were wil-
nesses, or of which they heard by bearsay, that | will try to set down the whele
story of the 68th in Russia,

On our arrival in Archangel, minus centre section gens and wagens and lfe
section wagons which had been left at Dundes i order that we maght carry
with us to Russia suficient omions to keep up cur spirits during the winter, we
were not looked Lﬂ'lﬂl‘l oy the powers that be as a complete battery. Hence, in
spite of all [ could do, the 65th Battery was split up before it bad had a chance

Bo act a3 a wnil oF 10 give an sotount af fisell ae sach.

The Brigade Commuosler's synopsis carnies us to that point en the [Dwips
river miles South of Archangel where the nght  section, part of the B,C.
party ard nevself, Jeft ko updartake work with the Seletskoe detachment amd
it was from thas point that my narrative mast start,

Thas will be handled as follows :

I. Io purieance of Enetructions 1ssued at 6 a.m, on Cetober %ih, [ left the
Brigade &t Dwina Priestan with night section complete, Lisat. N, and twesty
guneers of left section and my own Headgquarters party to pracsed to the Volagda
_Fﬁrm whence Livut, McRae, 0.C, left section had precesded us as reconnuiter-
g Cir,

2, Seletskoe Dretackment Operations, Jar %ih, to March 3th. 1919,

L Swnopsis of operatsons of Main body with Vaga Colemn Dec. 1235h, 1918
QWA roe

4. Operatians of Railroad Detachment by. List. T. C. McConkey,

Our first destination was Yemetskoe, Arriving at 8.30 a.m., we collected
mail and orders, and at 9.30 a.n proceeded up the Emptsa river an two flat-
bottormed barges to join "0D" Force st their Force Headgquarters e Selotskoe.

Page Thivie

Wa reachied Zeletskoe on the morning of Ovtober 10th, and immediazely
progaeded to the Fromt, about twenty-ane versts south. The story of that
bwenty-one verst march will have been well tald by those who m.-_-.rfpasl_, 50
| musk not waste apace by dwelling wpon it here,

Mejnowskaya, the Forward Hiadiquarters was resched at 8.50a.m. on Oetohe’
ilth. Here McHae rejoined us and conducted 125 to our positions.  Taking
over Uwo guns from a 584 L. detachment, whom we made responsible far our
horses. atel heving placed the twa right seclion guns, we immedately registered
and took part inour first show with this Farce on October |3th,

Thes action had as its objoctive the displacement of the Belo st the River
crossing an the Menovakaya-Plesetskaya Road and by nightfall our Foree
was in poasession of the high ground about Rfteen hundred yards soath of the
river ::'ns:i:;.‘ Licuts, McRar and Newton were forward and with them, Sigs.
Halliday and Samson whe did excellant work.

In this sttack, Ber. O'Connell and Dhr. Watters distinguislied thermselves
m their handling of & very difhicult Harson task which pecsssitated coolbess and
ingenuaty im which they wers not found backing.  They were bath recommentded
for their work and leter each recetved the h.'E'E‘

Ceeswerally speaking the work m which we had become imvolved was, to
pat it in the [rish. play. Two small attacks en the river croasing had been
asceompaitied by a great desl of noise, but by very little damage to persannel
aF Eikberial,

The new. untried infantry with whom we were associabed in our werk,
were very green and 1t was very diffieilt to arnive at & proper understanding
af conditions,

After the two attempts at the river erossing, and the village of Kadish
beyord, had failed ta bring abous the complete fall of Kadish, Lreut. Roberts
amd the O.C. of US. Infantry calmly took the village themselves and later
retwrned to lead the mfamtry in.  This incident made us scratch sur heads
ard wonder whether our enesny was merely o myth or not.  There was certainly
an enemy, for he had fred an us with rifles ansd with artillery, but we could
mot quite see why be should ran away frams as—and it was & long time befare
we fully realized the extent of the inpesdent blulf which was being palled on
the Bolo and appreciated the reasons fr:l-r his falling for this bludf,






"% far O
“i:L o A Tl










HISTORY 16TH BRIGADE C.F.A.

Durimg ey stay on this fromt (6l October 25ed) we merely asssted ina
succession of anti-wind-up shoots which, however, seemed us effective s any
other means we might have adopted in the driving of the Bolo southwasd
along the Plosetskaya Road and did Fonlly result in the total pout, for & time
at any rate, af the enemy.

(har positions durieg this wark were—first—one section in our origical
position on the Mejrovecays-Kadish Road sbout ape verst oorth of the river
crossng.  This wee a pursly open bush positzon the meen snd officers living
i whabtever brash shelters they could devise, and thess, to say the Jeaat, were
nat eormfortable.

The other section was located with the Battery Headguarters in a farm
hease in the '-'I-"!hi'l: of Kodigh itself—guans in the cow-shed, men in barns and
howse, ofhcers in the bath-hause, signallers, batmen arel the select few in pag-
pene, grain bans, etc. Gensrally speaking all [sred quite well in spite :ﬁ]
AT 1IJF creeping things, An atiempt wae made to clean up the dirtiest
aurr-uu'uﬂlni;l:. troops have ever heen called upon to occupy, buk it seemed a
Bopeless task. Preparations had, however. to be made against winter ocoopa-
tion and all managed to keep husy in thiz way

Cpl. Debney took charge of a emall party in the preparation of maps of
the surrounding country which were later to prove of inestimable value to
curselves and to thase who nally relieved us,

On Octaber 23rd we received instructioss to withdraw Headouerters and
E'M section Bth to Yemetskoe to await orders to repoim main bedy with Dvina

orces,

3o on October 2445 [ left Kadish with complete Aght section and Heed-
quarbers party leaveng Lieut. Melae with tweaty-one men of bis left section
br man husnan guns.

We arrived at Seletshoe that same night expecting to be sent right on to
Yemetskoe the next day, but it wes two davs later before we were able to
arrange for a barge to take us down river.

Finally en the 2Bth we reached Yemetskee and after considerable alifficuliy
i-:jth the 0,0, Ares, and with a very recently dug-out-over-might, Lisist,.Col.
win thought he was 0.C. Ares, we found carselves in very comdortsble and
fuirly roomy billete.

[ will oot go into detail, for varios resscen, aboat the stay in Yemetakoe.
All those who were t know the reasens, For these wha were not lucky
enciagh to be meladed in the Yemetskoe party, | will simply explain that no
ntheial dinry of thcilacrin-:l wad kept.  1F acy Further mformation is reguired,
they may ask Bdr. Whitnect about the price of cigarettes ; Badr. Brister about

hie slliamce with the MACH. and '.-.Ih.il;lr-,||m of it ; o they may even ask

agte. MeCabe and Osharne what caused the pile of cord wood o fall and what

thit bad to do with & tm of bully beef and a hard tack. Some ome might

even be found to explain how it was that evervone bad two pairs et Jeast

af _hr'lEL'IE'I.H ML.S. Bedford Cord or why it wis that S.0AL, sentries did not

relish night duty on the crdnance stores,  The whale story is most interesting
even il vou get the trath which | am sure | never did.

(3] Movember I2th we received word of the Armistice in Franes and all
celebrated in different fashions, but as it meant Lttle oo nothing to w the
celebrating was half-hoarted,

. [ the mesntime, Lieut. MeRae and his twentyvane men at Kadish were
being kept on the alert by ene sort of an attack after gnother and Col. Haseldon,
the O.C. of the Seletskoe detachment, did all in bis power Lo have the ather
sectian at Yemetskoe and the Headguarters returmed 1o his command.

At the same time [ wae doing all in my power to srrange far recaipt of fnal
oaders of some kind as to the disposition of the Battery 52 a whale,

Finally on Movember 13th the situation at Seletskoe had become 3o acute
that | received erders From our Brigade Headquarters to send the right section
back to Kadish and to report forthwith to Hesdquarters at F'Jlnl:ita. with my
own Hesdquarters party,

These mowes were caried out and on Mevewsber 15th 1 arrived at Plands
an the lust boat before the freere-up, with 3gt. Mjr, Teanpkinson, Sgte. Beddow
and Fusher and six signallers ready to procesd at once to rejoin the main body
at Shankhurek. Cheing to the cessation of river transport on account of ice,
and the fact that the overland route was impessable until soch time as we
should get more jce. we did not get to Shankhursk antil sbout one menth later
baving spent the intervening time with the Brigads Hendquarters at Planda

Thia seems a god point in the narrative to insert Liewt. MeCorkey's
murmmary of the activities of the sectioos [aft behind st Seletskoe. [ would
just like to say, bawever, that we bave found it very difficuit to prepare any
sort af comprehersive account of the work of these two sections, On sccoumt
af the mived-up nature of the wark they did amd the fact that no one officer
{or R, :I'n_r that matter)d ig conversant with the whole of the story of their
wark, it will appear that their interests have been overlooked. [ hope that
the reason for this will be realized and that allowances will be made.

1 aetually lave mo motes of the work of Lieut. McHae and ho twentby-nne
enety between the 23rd of October and the time when they were joined by t
right section again, 1o can only draw attention to soch incidents as [ remember.

Faje Thiry-ive
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HISTORY 16TH BRIGADE CF.A.

OF thess iﬂflﬂtntllthl: mnst satstandiog seeme ko be in connection with the
I:|=|:l'-‘l1|l!l= of Kadish, The twentyoone Found themeelves in sole possession of
the Kadish positien one day when the woods surrounding the village sudderly
came ta life amd poored forth Bodas fram sl directions. The section was
taken completely 5) srprise, but all that need be seid of ther gallantry is
thas—that they did not surrendes the position, they did not suffer a sirgle
casualty, and they did completely deive off the snemy. Work on this frant
wal one long suecession of mimilar incidents necessitabing the greatest
vigilance and coolness wt all times and the eancer in which these men when
alone and alsc together with the right section fuliilled the work allotted to
them was, azcarchmg ta personal letters | received frum Col. Haselon and
Mjr. Gilmere, officers cammanding on this front, without perallel. The main
bedy massed them at all times and did everytbing poseible to hasten a
reurion of the &8th, but the elements of the Battery as divided proved of too
great use to the vasious forees ta which they were altached b permit of an
earlier Ilrjl:-m:-mhly. From this faet we had vo derive what satisfaction
we could,

SELETSKOE DETACHMENT —JANUARY 9TH TO MARCH 20TH 191
From the War Diarg of Livef, [, Roberis M.C.

The left section left Seletskar with the railway detachment for Beresniki
on January 9th, the rght sectwon remaining at Kadiik,

General Irorsides decorated Sigs. Drovwling, Halliday and Grr. Perryman
for their work on this front.

Things were very quast at this time preparatory to evacusting Kadish
anid eccupying the new line of Blockbouses on the nosth sade of the river Empisa,

Draring this time we were busy improving the men's hute and building
barricades. This work was browght about as & resulk of the "stand 1o we had
when & rfle chot was heard I!'tu:t i rear of Canaski village. While inweeti-
gating the shot, two of the Russin patrol wishing to increase the excitement
fired another I:u:.?':e of rounds.  In the general confusicn, "Dad" accidentally
discharged ms rifle and wishing ta kide the fact crouched down and imitsted
an [ndiam sdout whach was followed by &0 the drivers in tumn

Mesrwhile. orders were given for the gune to be run out and everyone
was busy,  Just about the time sverpane was wondering what all the excitement
was about, & Liverpool threw & eartridge clip in the fire in the mess but snd
I;'1IE srraw immediately went vertical again, However, the mystery was never
20

Canassii village wae buili by the right and lefe sections at the 10th first
past an the Av_a Road and the guarters built by the sihasctions were wery
comfartable, with & contral mess Buot, officers’ hat and stables for the two
subsections.  The mess hut wae pot used as such for lomg as it was handed
over to an infantry party detailed fo the guns.

_ There was intermittent firing during this tins, but nothing of great
importance happened, except that Kadish was evacuated on Jamuary 22nd
amid the buildings burned.

“_.'l _|-=|I1I..!I.r_l|' X5th orders were receive ! bo fre all ammumition Befors pro-
ceeding to Selotskor and the move was made the neat day,

While ﬁl'l-[:j'nﬁ squzred away for the hike to Yemetekoe, orcers were received
to mowe to Shredmakrenga on the left wing, as we had been driven out
of Tarasava and a stand was to be made ot Shredmakrerga.

We maved off the sext morning and reached Shradmakirenga about Eve

i b Iy : ith ]

(= r||'|rh_. D the way In we passed a continuous stream of mefugees with what
belongings they could take away.

_ b1 ."i!'|r=:|n|ukrrn-;u.. we found that it would ke necessary to cover & fal!
circle with ouwr bwo gums and this was found possible, and postions made and
ahio slteraative pasitions were Guals,

_ About the time we had the positions ready the Bolo brousght his guns ug
withan range and opened up,  We bl bessy sble to make surveys of the main
roads within sur range and this proved to be of grest use to us.

In addition 1o sur twa 18 pounders there were bwo mozntain guss macned
by Fasstien garners,
O Februnry 9ty Balo started registering on the village and ended with
imendiary shell.  The next day he shelled continsously and we replied ontil
I8tz in the afternoon has infantry were sighted advameing aloag the river bed.
The mountain gurs opened uE and shartly after an attack developed. The
village Wb Luﬂr-_ul.:l by eight bloekhoases, three of which were attacked and
twa setupied, These were taken back in a counter-attack,

_ From information from prissners, it was learmed that an attack was to take
prace Fhl‘ mext day and that the Bolo was to assemble in Krwetz, a villoge
on whach we had registered,

. At lam. we fired on this village and later & patral brought in the infarma-
tion that the villoge had been evacuated.

Hoth subsections worked splendicly and deserved & great deal of eredit
for their behavier under trying circumstances,

Page Thivfyoar
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HISTORY 16TH BRICADE C.F.A,

Reinforcements were nushed to Lhad freen Morge en the Dwios, but the
Belo remained quiet, Any excitement for the remainder of cor stay in Loud
being caused by friction between the Bussian cavalry and the partisans ; the
Billet next ta A Sub. being bambed by the partisans and cassing gront eacite-
Engni.

A rumber of prisaners were taken who stated that our shelling of the Gora
Road had caught their transports and caused confusion amang them.  They
alss stated they had received orders to withdraw,

At Lhisd, we had goed Fun skiing down the river banks, and besides enjoving
the sport ourselves, appeared to amuse the Americans and others also.

Ceeneral Trooniclos wired his compliments on the successful defence of Lhod
wnder dificult circumstances and sdvised that Britsh reinforeemen tawsald
shortly be sent,

Late on March the Ind machine gun five was bheard in our rear and the
telephone line to I=\'.|el.|ﬁ:|:|u was cut. Cpl, Seaman went cut with cavalry
patral o investigate of & limeman whao said he had bumped & machine gun at
the 11eh V.P. A break was discavered at the 9th ¥V P,

On March Gtk we left Shredmakrenga for ﬁ-:'lrllk-:.rc over very dibcult
roade and armved about 7.30 pom.

After two cays’ stay in Seletakos, clesning uE stores, etc., we palled out for
Tegeachaymags, where we billetsd for the night. The next day we moved
on to Yemetsleoe, On this trip cur little mascot deg "Teddy? whom the boys
brought from England was run over by coe of the guns and was a great dis-
appodntment to everyane in the section, When we srrved m Yemetskoe,
we had diealey in arramging Billets as everything was taken,

After a rest of ane day we maved on o "Nieala,® where we had to rest one
day on seooiant of horees,

The next day we moved on to Kadich where we were informeed that there
was fighting in progress in the next village. After taking the usual precautions
we gndeavored to phooe through to Morge, bul the line was dead, but we were
saccessful in getting "Micola." They reported that the ling had been out ali
afternnon.

We moved on the next day with a patmal in advance amd heard machin®
|.|.11 and rifle ire ghesad, We entered Morgegoeskaya and found that the Bolo

d attmclked the dav Before, but hed been drevem off having a namber of
dead ard prisoners, There was nnt 18 poarder mamned by a Russtan detachs-
ment fAning when we arrived, Eﬁl: Morge held us over, ard with
emmyamtion obteined Froen the Ru.-ulan detachment, and ammuinition ent

down from Pianda, we were able to assist,

Fage Thirfy-alx

Feisihorcements were rushed to Morge from “hw'.ln'ﬂi.r:ngl. and wers o0
hamd when he sttacked on March 1780, This sttack was criven off.  The
Balo wa regrorted to be bringing up twao field gurs, bat bath were leit throogh
the ice.  The semainder of our s8ay in Mosge was quite quint,

From October 23rd, the dute of arrival in Shanktursk of thres subsections
of the Battery under Cept. 0. A. Mowat, until the middle of Janoary was a
period of hitle or ro ackyvity uin either the Bolo side of our own.  Smatl patraol
ercourters had teken place from time o tme, none of which WETE n-f palhcient
|'np|:|r'r.-u.n|:r to record,  The lfe had besn very monolonods in spate of weme
wiciter sports and & certsin amount of gaety m Shankharek |hn:]|Jn

On December 18th the Battery Headquarters moved to Shankhunk from
"-'-i.lﬂfdi Force and was abliged to take over the admimstratian of all the Column
Artillery which |'.'I:II.'|II!|1.E1:I of & motley assortment of guns and huwﬂ::url There
were four |8 pounders, one maval |2 pounder, three 37 Hussian MNaval
binwitrers, nr.t b pounder ALA, gun, and four pom-poms. The persornel
respomsible for the manning of Enis assorted srmeament comsisted of three
subsections and Headguarters, 68th Canadian Field Artillery, and Est Russian
Light Battery, It 'nl?ll ke nu*.cﬂ im view of later developments thar the 18
pounder guns were the armament af the Russian Field Battery and that we
had left car guns at Farce Headguarters in Beresnik in compliance with arders

TECEIVEL.

The Volegda Column Artillery had been completely in the hands of the
Russisns prier o owr serivel, bat they were too weak m.m:ru:a] [ l.rramgk
[or the care and wperatian of all the vanous guns.  Therefare, H'1¢r|. we
control, the fallewing dispesitions were made. e two 1B pounders at our
advanced cutpost st Ust Padengs would be handled alterntely by & section
al the Rusian Light Artillery n:l ane section G8th Canadian Field Artillery.
The sectisn in rest o reserve in Shankhersk would with the surplus Russian
pereonnt] man and be responsible for the guns in Ehl.nilwﬁl: for which positions
had been selected with a view to the defence of any part of the town.
Janusry 19¢h, during an inspection in ‘ih-mli.h'-lr!-i by I'l-ﬂnj!_ Gen E Irocnside
sl Col C. H, L. Sharman, bheavy gun fze was bheard from the diection
of Ulst Pedenga. The Rusism section was manning the Eml there at the
time, arel | very soon recgived a messege frem the Ust Padenga Carrnson
Commander to the effect that he would feel more confident if 1 could send an
afficer and some of mey own men to be with kim in case of emergency, Ac-
eordingly, | sent Lisut. Winalow with Cpl. Greaves and eight gunners.

On the Xth Ust Padenga was subjected to the heaviest hombardment
vet experiensed, followed an the Ilst by strong and well organized infaetry
attacks from three directions, During this sttack the gum were =0 heavily
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hellzd that ome was sbandoned by its Russian detachment and Lisat, Winshow
and his men took aver the gun runming 1t up to the crest jast in froat of ther
pasitzon abd Aring over open sights st the enemy. They continoed Bring the
un throughsut the day, and at the same time supplied Gors, Melesn and
mnedy o operate o Lewis gun to gusrd the left flank of the positen. Gar.
Thonapaen. G.B.P.. was wounded in the back =arly in the i:n?.gr-m:r..l.. bt oaly
submitted to evacustion after comsidersble persunsion. That night erders
having bess receved o withdraw From Llst F'il:lmg,a to lres of pre-arranged
remstance, Liewt, Winslow handled the Artillery details completely, With
great difcully he reorganized the Russian persomnel and karses and haally
sucoeeded in withdrawing the guns & sherk ﬁltnnr.e wut of the town, Hare,
however, the Russian drivers who were not equal to the task of managing
Rarses balf erazed by shell fire decided thst the rosds were too bad amd the
sllateed task too impossible, and therelore ceased to Funchion. It was
immediately apparent that il either of the gums was to be saved it would have
to be done by Licut. Winalow's men most of whom at that time were manming
Lewws guns in the resr guard.  Hawever, he at once callected as MRANY a3 eqiald
be spared and took charge of ome of the guns which with great difficulty was
ssecessfully withdrawn to Shalsska, the mext line of defence.  The ather gun
EII! -iil:-in:lnn-ld an the roadiide by the Russians and rendered useless by Lieut.
irealonw,

A short halt was made in Shalosha, bt no artillery action tosk place there,
it having been decided, on account of casualties, Fatigue, and tepographics
disadvantage, to withdraw at once from Shabasha to Spaskoe, Tii:llerefl:lrz,
Lieut. Winslow wnd his detachment wes ordersd to return to Shankhurek,
arriving there at 230 a.m, on Janvary 23rd, While this operation at Ust
Padenga was developing an attempt was also being made by the enemy to
pizrce the Shankbursk defences from a northwest direction throwgh Tarnis
and Nicolovskaya and with a view to frastsating this attenpt, Capt. Mowat
had taken & gun te Nicobovakays, This gun was in position on January 21st,
but was mot called upos ta fire and on the afterncon of Jamuary 23rd, upon
rehed at Nicole skaya by & newly arrived subsection of lst Battery Russian
Light Artillery, be procesdsd sauth to Spaskos o 28 1o be abile to cover the
withdrawal of cur Ust Padengs Force from that town.  He reached Spaskoe
at 630 pm, established commnunication with Shankbussk st once and put
his gun in action in a position which permitted of an are of fire of 360°.

The enemy had followed up our retirement far moee guickly than wes
expected, and st ten o'clock on the morming of the Jdeh, he looncked aheut
seven hundred men supported by two 4.1 ]1|:|'n'i1:_|=r|- endehres 3" guns against
our positions.  The sttack developed on three sides of the town snd in spite

of support which we were sble to give frem Shankhiarsk with two 18 pourders
arrd the Maval |2 pounder, it soon became evident that we eould not hold the
posticn. From the outset the enemy directed his artillery fire almost solely
on to Capt. Mowat's gun, and it was no surprise 1o these of us who were forced ot
he mere spectators at Shankharsk to hear at 11 o'clock of the death of st oe-
ing-" mith Cpl. Worthington, and of the fact that Capt, Mowat. Bdr, Lawrence
and Capt |EIJIH‘I-. L. the Garrisan. had been woumded, These casunities
were reperted to me at Hesdguarters by Cpl, Hughes, Ne, | of Capt. Mowat's
gun, who st the time Found hamself in charge of the whale force.  Whale Cpl,
Hughes weited for orders our signalling Sgt, Beddow arrived in fpaskos and
immediately took chearge of affawrs, The gun had been hit several times and
wus permarently out of actioe.  The very meagre infantey garrison had suffered
comsiderably in casualiies and were of necessity so scattered over the extent of
the position that 1t was impossible to find an afcer,  Therelore, Col. Graham
gave orders for retirement upon Shankbursk te Sgt. Beddow who carried
taem aut until Lieut. Mesd, "A" Ca., USA., was found wha relieved him of
the responsibality. It was impossble to remave the gun on account of damage
to carriage and limber by shell hre so sights and bre ch bleck were removed
and the whale force withdrew to Shankhursk. Largely awing to able arrange.
ments made by Sgt. Beddow and Cpl. Hﬁheq., gl waunded aod dead as well
s n{-nnl'lurli!iurraud equipment were successfully evacuated before the retirement
lank place,

Cairtcident with the withdrawal freen Spaskee our foree ot Nicolovskaya
withdrew and & new enemy attack develaped fram Kodema southeast of Shan{.-
bursk. This attack. sccomparied by shelling of Shankhursk itsell, pecessitated
artillery retaliation on our part. The 12 pounder Maval gun and one 18 pourder,
bath manmed by Canadians, were at ence trained in the direction indicated
by rough sound bearings of the enemy hattery and greatly 10 cur surprise
ard satisfaction about twenty rounds from these twe gum completely stlenced
the anemy battery and forced it to find & Bew position.

This occurred at 2 pam, just as the tramspert and wounded of our Spaskoe
farce was entering Shankhursk and from then oa theoughout the afternioon
there wae little or oo activity on any of the sectors af atiack, The time was
spent in attending to wounded apd arrangemeents for & protracted defence of
Shankbursk itself. Capt. Mowat kad besn admitted to Hoepital immediately
on arrival of Spaskoe and kad besn operated om succssfully,. When | saw
him in the evening he was resting apparently comfortably. None aof the ather
men who had been woanded were in any imediate danger and were being
well booked after.

Fape Thiriyslghi
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At 2 o'cleck Cal, Grabwim received & wire from Force Headquarters which
completely altered our plans and was to the effect that if possible the Shank-
bursk Garrises woald withdraw to Shegovary at once.  This coder was com-
mumicaked to me in cenBdence immediately after its m:l:i%. but was nat pro-
mugated to the Garriscs until 9.30 p.m, that evening. The hour stated for
departure was 11 and shortly after that time, all Urats were ready to start.
However, the work of cariag for and providieg transport for the wounded took
JI:II'@;I' thar was expected and it was not unnl 2,30 o'clock on the morning of
the 23th that the Column actually moved of.

Ta fully appreciate the situation in Shankharsk at that time and to fully
reatize the ditheulties to be cvercame in & successhil evacuation of Use town,
it must be remembered that to owr certain knowledge the Balo Farces wers in
posscasson of every exit from the town but one ; m..: the population of the
tewn which at all eimes had been moce prosperous them any other in the area
of the Allied activity, had been increased in the sismmer and full of 1918 by a
greal number of refugees from Petrograd and the distrieta between Shankhursk
and Petrograd ; that tius largely increased population was, generully speaking,
pro Ally, but thet at the same time there existed the Pro Bolo element and of
etirte & number of agents and spies, Had any indication or hint of sur pre-
poted cvacuation been xllowed to leak owt it o clearly obvious that the last
ezl fram the town would have been densed va and w 8 the Force was
siffcaently large to :ﬂu with any heatile force which might be met with on
ary one rasd, hampered as we must be by ninsty sleigh loads of aus own wounded
it woulld have been sheer folly o kave even attempted the withdrawal bad any
warping of it been allowed tao beak out.

For these reasons it was inspoasible for ar te destroy by blowing up ar EII:-'
fire ary gars or material which on sceount of shertage of horses it was impossible
for us to bring with us, As it was the Cansdfian Field Artillery had to supply
the Russaan Battery with a hitch of twelve horses to ensble to withdraw ome
of thear gums.  The other guns before departure were rendered useless by ome
meenns and snother,

And scill when we started to withdraw from the tewn without having bess
sble to warn amy [riends that might bave been made in the town or to affer
them an epportunity for flight we ooe and 2l felt that any undertaking was
nothing more or bess than the better of two evils the staying in Shankfursk
en an attempt to withetand & slege from which there could be no hape oF pos-
sibility of relief, or attempting to alide out in the dead of night along a single

which by chance might not be in the hands of the ensmy.  No one enter-
tained any doubis as to what the outcome would be had we met with soemy
appastion and, therefore, it would be readily understood why the arder issued
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I:tlI= i"l-]JmP‘ Lo take mothing with theem but three days’ raticns was so universally
by

En route to Shegovary we passed within cighteen bundred verds of the
Bolshewik Forces and were mot challenged and is fact arrived in Shegovary
at 400 o'clock on that aftermocn not quite sure whether we had hoodwinked
the enemy or whether we had been led inta another trap.  There we were met,
however, by Lieuts. McRae and Newton with the left section who placed their
guns in positians of defence and undertaking guard duties whilst the men whe
fiad been through all the Lst Padenga o Shankburk fighting were allowed to
gel some much peeded slesp,

At 5 a'clock en the afternoom af the 26eh, Col. Graham issued arders to
us ko withdraw northwarde abong the road to Kitsa.  One gun was ardered 1o
be left with the rear guard which was commanded by Lieut.-Col. Montford.
Thes gun went into a pasition on the left bank of the Vags st the town of Ker-
chela From which point it covered the retirement of the rest of the Column
acroas the river porthwards along the Kitss tratl.

At 1] o'clack that might the main portion of the Battery an aevival in
Bolshaya Vistavka were met by Col. Grakam and crdered to take U pekitRanE
in that town and in another four versts west in such o manmer 5 1o asit in 8
stubbern and protracted resistance aguirst further enemy progress.  The two
left sectian guns were therefore placed in temporary positions between Dolshaye
amd Malaya Vistavias whilst Eﬂut. Wirslow's ome gun an arrivel witly the
regr guard fromm Berchels was taken to the tewn of Yevsievsknya, to profect
the right Hunk of this new front.

The mght of January Xth found the variows elomeats of the Column
disgposed for deferce a3 follows.

Rizssian Cavalry om extreme right Rank in village of Ust Suma supparted
by Russsan infantry in willage of Lekhevakaya,

One gun b8th Battery Canadian Field Artillery under Lieut. Winslow
with hfteen American Engineers in Yevievikaya, Two comprniss American
Jl'lfﬁl-'ltr'_!-'_ﬂ!'ld lorty-five American Engineers supported by two guna 6fth
Battery Canadian Field Artillery in the two Vistavka villsges.

Ligur.Cel, Grabam had visited all postions during the day and oa srrival
at Yeviievikava about 4 o'clock in the evening ha-:T crdersd Tee b0 asssme
coamabd af all Forward troops with Headquarters at Melaya Vistavka,

On the Following morning our autpeats whicl kad beon established on the
¥istavka-Shegovary Reoad about two versts south of Vistavks were forced ts
rebire oo the village by & strong enemy patrol which advanced 1o the edge of
the wood surrounding the villeges and swept them with machkine gun fire.






This patrol was soon scattered, however, with a few rounds from the 18
pourders.

ﬂnﬂjlhl.lﬂl'_'n' Ith Lisat-Col, Poigownt, M.C., relisved me of the fnrward
area and at omce made further infantry dispositions with & view to consalidstion
of the pasition,

During the following dnys we made every effart o make ourselves self.
supporting as to ammunstion and commissariat even (o the estent of collecting
deserted cattle and [odder from mearby villages which wark was carmied out
with no mare than ussal interferences. Fatrol smcousters and occasonal
srapang kept of always on the alert and merely added to our dstermination o
consolidate with all possible speed.  The heaviest action of this tvpe occarred
on February 4th, when a large enemy party, supported by artillery, advanced
and subjectad the farwsrd village to & very kat fire for seme time, Belore our
retafintion produced required results, some casualtion and cansderable material
demage had been caused in the infantry positicns.

The centre section under Licur. Winalow had by this time been re-equipped
aeed sefreshied at Kitsa and on February 5th croased Vaga st Kitsa and went
into position one wverst west of Kitsa at [gnatofskaya, thus deepening aur
defence line, Lieut. Martin, DSGO., M.C,, of 4218t Howitzer Battery Foyal
Fueld Artillery bvirg arrived the previous day with one subsection complete,
his gun was placed ard registersd in cur farward area and it s & peculier
payeholegical fact that the acquisition of the soe kine "Heavy® gave us all
renewed faith ard a more cheerful feeling than we had had for some time.

The disposition of sur two sections now made relief possible betwesn the
"Rear" section ot Ignatafskays and the forward section at Vistafka ; and
irmarsuch as the rear position was at this time a quict one the section on duty
there wae abde to get some resl rest and much needed baths, changes of clathing
and some recrestion

Far the rest of the nsonth it might almeost be said that the fromt was maresl
and during this pericd wntil February 28th the enly events worth recording are |

Furst. the removal of Battery and Colume Astillery Headquarters to
lgnatefskays in complinnce with request of 0.C. Calumn and s as to be in s
better positicn to adimindster the various elements of the Caluen Arbillery
that mow camprised the two sectsons 68th Battery Canadiam Field Artillesy
the Rusaan ssction at Yeveievekaya and the 421s E!qwit:tr shacction,

Secondly, the first visit of our Y MO A, Officer to the Battery and the result-
ing resppenrance ol almost fargotten luxuries such as tooth paste and soxp.

Thirdly, the firing of an American hillet in [gnatedekays and the arreval of
Major Delahaye, C.R.A., General Headquarters, on a tour of inspection.
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Fourthly, the arrival of Capt. Collison and his section of mountain Bunz
which were immediately made ready For use, ared shortly afterwards gt into
position at Ye . ievakavs,

Lastly. | must report the arrival of Capt. Schwalm compleze with all his
ingtrumants of tortare and air of cheerfidlieis and goodwill towards all men.
He alss immeliately went inko action

[haring this period we may say that in so far as military cperstions are
cancerned, "all was normal on the Yaga Fromt,” and this having been the case,
gun pits eapable of withstanding reasocably heavy shelling bad been completed
at Yistafka and living conditions bettered in both forwird and rear positions,
but thie quiel spell was mat to last for ever and new problems presented them.
selves &t about 1 p.m, o Februasy 28ih, which turned out ta be the ing
ehioris of the spring offensive on the Vaga.  But it was the ather chap's offensive
and he announced this fact by means of & beawy, sustained and VErY Comgpre-
hersive bombardment of all aur ferward positions adding the clement of the
unekpected from time to tinee by the employment (for first tine in histery of
MELE.F.) af lachrymatory shells,

The month of March was destined to be cur mesi trving month as far
as the Vage Column was conesrmed,

.'.':hr':l.rlg early in the morning of March lst, the Bolo launched attacks
vapported by plenty of fsizly well-directed shell fire on our positions st Vistafks
Yevievakaya, and at the same time attempted to pul .rlanlf':'us an the right by
an advance down the Melenga River on cur Garrison at Maximofskaya, During
this hghting, Ginr, Robertson was shgntly woonded in the leg,

All the attacks failed 2and on the following day our patrols found that eur
defence had cast the enemy many men and & quantity of material,

Skirmishes of one kind or another were the order of the day throughout
the week, and were nothing more nor less than the prelade to & grand attack
which they launthed on our positions on May Gth

This was to be a master stroke. Shelling starbed early in the moming om
il sur positons, ten gurs being coneentrated an Vistafka which place of course
received the most attention throoghout, After a couple of hours of skelling
irfantry attacks developed and were pushed with maximum Bolo determination
unttl nightfall.  After all the shouting was aver our positions were still ingact,
tuat considerable damage had been done st Vistalka and the EREMY Wil in
oo clese promimity t0 our actual pesitions.  Had he, at any time, summEsaned
up sufficient courage to rush any pesition, weight of numbers would have
carried bim to victory, Hut be didn't, and in view of the extreme precariosness
of our ferward gung it was decided to withedraw the Vistafka section to Kitsa






HISTORY 16TH BRIGADE CF.A

that might. This was accomplished ufr![: and a new position was taken up
st lgnatefskays so that four of the 68th guns were under Battery control
BgALNL

Dhirimg this day's hghting, Gar. Webster, scting 23 obeerver st Maximofekaya
was wounded in the back by a piece of HE, shell, whale Bdr. Birkett was shot
i the arm while engaged in same duty. These were the only casncalies sefered
in the Battery in this battle in spite of fact that Cpi. Hughes had such good
sport picking off Balss from the trees in the immediate vicimity of his gun pit.

A message received on this date sdvised us of the departure af the right
section from Seletskoe to rejoin the Battery and this was most weloome mewe,

For the next few dave we bad comparative peace. Om March Hih, |
sehected position &t Malaya Beresrdk and sent Lieut. Martin, D50, M.C.,
wilh his Howileer section Lo take positicn there.

It was also thought advisable o comstract faisly elaborate defences there
with & view to Future u-::ucp-ltinm-m-l Base ar rear Hesdguarters was established
with Lieut Crossley, 0.C., and all spare rations, stores, equipmeent, #1c., were
withdrawn there.

Draily patvol sctivity kept all on the gui oive, but pothing of importance
happened to hinder our preparations of and removal to concealed position in
the wood just in rear of lgnatafskaya. This move was completed on March
13th, the Hattery taking up its new abode in tramsplanted log shacks of one
deseription er anather which at the rate of four to six per dey were unbuile,
Flib!t-l_- numsbered, ard, h?‘ mugnbers, rebislt in new bocations.  In this WEY Wwe
scon nhad eonatructed a fairly comfertable village in o concealed position. the
Ineation of which was pat given in &ny map mor even known to the mest recently
infermeed spy.  And &8 later evenis proved, this svalem wae one which saved
many & casoslty for the old willage sites were in every case aysternatically
shelled flaz,

Dhireng the vt of Col, Sharman and Capt. Bruce on the [4th, we wers
crased o few maments’ uncasiness an sccount of patral encounters near Vistafka
arel at Mazimefekaya, bt this wis soon cleared up and the rest of the day
spist in sorting and swapping horses.

The next mosning we gladly welcomed Capt. Bradshew who reported from
the 6fth Battery Dvina Force to replace the late Cape, Mowat,

Dhuring these days we unfartunately wers compelled to evacuate & fow men
to the hospitals in rear. The stremusus work was beginming to tell and it js a
marvel that in such extreme cold, working Jang hours under 1mest severe can.
ditieng did net result in & greater toll an the vitality of the Battery. [ fact,

of the few who lefi us for hospital, only theee were not sble to return mgain
within a very Few days,

The next entry of any importance in the diary was made on March 25th,
and | will quete it and the entries for the 27th and 18th, knowing that Bdr,
Sehilles's summing up of events will recall to the minds of all the interesting
episades of our work quite ss clearly a3 any one else’s,

March J6th. "Bole commenced ehelling 10 a.m. Infantry advanced in
skirmishing order driving in owr outposts. Forward pest manned by —————
withdrew withoul orders. Beolo took possession ammediately. Fired 140
rodumds A covering advamnced post and "Half-way House! Attack broken up *

March 27th. Fired 198 rounds im fron: of "Hall-way Hewse" on Hela
partier. Mo attack made on eur positions.

March J8th. "Moved Officers’ Mess and quarters down to new bush
posation.  Stove m Kmowles Headquerters cresting quite & fog,  Orderly
room very chilly. 'Y arvived with granephone with which whole Column
from List Vaga to 'Half-way Howse' was entertained.”

"Pay arrived,”

With these motes we come bo the emd of the month of March and although
privation skl harcdsbip is not expressed very clearly in them, | have no dount
that all these present will be reminded of the circumstapces under which the
werd made sl will ade whatever further details are requared when amy r.lnﬁ
catsicde asks i "Lhd wou reslly do any fghting in Ruossas 3

April Ist. To quote fram the dary sgain, "Quist except for the usual
dotges to catch the 'Fools '

On the thied af the month the long promised 80 pounder gun actually
arnived at Malays Beresnik and it was astowishing the sense of extra secunity
that the possessian of ane such gun gave to the Coalumn even though nsost of
us had been in Framee where the preseres ar absence of ane or more gurs was
not of sufficient importance to mention.  But this was a datinct event in our
lafe in Ruossse & it mieant that at last we bid sange sapremacy and could "talk
back® hawever weakly, a thing we had not ss yet been able te do,

It di<l not take Lieut, Wetmore and his maxed crew long to assemble the
gun weed et it inte action ard the day it fired ats fest shell, on the [$th, was a
memoralle one,

Durirg this pertod there ts very lietle of importance to repoet,

Our cutposts were holding peaitions at Masimofskays and the "Halfoway
House® against the break up of the river when we planned w withdraw o the
left bank and meke |gnatofskara our froet.  The Battery therefare had Hetle
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actual fighting to do, but a great deal of hard work in the preparation of new
pokitians st Malava EHHHIi agrirst sur withdrawal, Amd of coarse there
Wi i.|'n'!{1:r;a Balo patrol to be dealt with, or else an sttempt on our part o
kidnap o outpast, to be sup » Mlan frem time o time someone would
accidently discharge 2 rifle which necessitated & thorough investigation of eur
surrminditigs for our defences were very sketchy and it was impossible o tell
fram what direction the enemy would artack,

Cen. Graham visited the Battery on .'\_pri] Hith ard decerated Sgt, Beddow,
Bdr, Brieter, Grr, Melean and Lisut, Winslow, and the "first rain of the vear
fell during the nighi.”

The diary goes on to say of Apsil 11th, "Front quiet, Wenther very warm
and bright, Snowball engagement between Oficers and O.R's resulied in
win for officers, Mr. Mewton led pro-anti-peo-hole sectian —ane subsectsan,
cemtre section, moved from List Vaga to Malays Beresnik.  And on the followi
two days the right section arrived st Malaya Beseanik and s the reunion Iﬁ
the whale Batiery was again brought about*

Although this incident recesves little notice in the chary it was in reality @
big event.  The right section had been separated from s since October the Jed,
and the bistery of their explodts is & stary al! in itse¥.  In spite of all | could
da and in spite of mneere eforts on the part of Gen, Tromside it had been im-
paisithle to efect thas reumion scaner,  However, the Battery was pgain conaplere
and as & undt was stall o be called upon te do sume of the most severe frghting
the Column encountered.

Schiller reported that en April 15th, the "srrival of two Russky Barishnias
to do the Battery laundry caused Lieut. Col. Poignant considerabls anziety ®

Alter © t3am of defences and river conditions on the 18th, Gen, Graham
ﬁrh'-!-"}' dbﬂ';ﬂﬂ to ardder the evacuation of Kitss and the rght hank defenses.
This was carried out safely on the 18th, the Bolo taking immediate possEssLon
of the evacuated penitions where he received & warm welcome at bands of cur
booby !:I;pd-. In cormection with this move the following day sur fast section
in lgnatedskays position wae withdrawn to position at Malavs Beresnik and
the 60 pounder in covering this withdrawal hed so ineensed the Bolo that we
had an exciting afterneon during which Lisut. McRag was wounded by shell

re.

Fodlowing this incident the section was withdrawn to Malaya Beresnik ta
prepared posstions, where, together with the 8l pounders, the 4.5 and the nght
and centre seclions we :I'HHHEEI:IH' Vega Colusm Artillery ard dug-in.

Spring weather had come in earnest bewever, and any day we might expest
the enemy gun-boat and river craft down upon ws. Againet this we made

Feverish prepasatione for we knew that we would Lave to protect ourselves for
some Bime before we might expect our own naval support to be released from
the we in Archangel Harbor.

Al the river was moving out badily rach day. On Apnl 2ng three burges
and a couple of dead Bolos passed secately down stream in the flow,

In spite, bowever, of the gradually nearing effensive of which we all felt
very wure, and in spite of ancless work on hote, dug-outs, gun pits, alernative
positions, and horse lines, time was still fourd for spost. OF course as the
duys grew longer less and loss timne was wasted sleepeng mnd it was fap fram
wnassl about this time to play basket ball or baseball ull 10 p.m. in perfect
light. The men kad alio rigeed wp an cut-door gymmasion complete with
IID}:i“n“I and parsllel bars and someone wes always stunting en one o the
other.

And this—save the usun! daily strafe, patrol encountes, or wind up—was
the crder of things throughout the remaining days of April,

May Dy was celebrated in bang up style, The river had cleared above
us, thus enabiling the Balo to bring down reserves, goes, materal, ete., and ke
wis reacdly for trouble at 5 2.m.

Lizut. Roberts was at aur left baok sutpest in the "Summer House® and
pul 1m a very exciting and basy day,

The show apsied with a very heavy bombardment fairly well directed an ta
our chief paints of defence and alo on ko biflets and Headguarters in Malaya
Berssnik, The shwelling cavsed fres in the village, a genera! "dubing® of cans-
musications, and coneeguent confusion. At :ﬁnut 0 oeloek, mn imfentr
sttack developed from the direction of our rght flank and was pushed 'nitﬁ
such perseverance thal almost & whele compeny of the tnr.m.{ penetrated cue
wire bo & pisce of desd ground between the irn?.|1¢' and the Zummer Heoose,?
I-Igd biere the Infantry Mackine Gunsners, the T_M's. and Martira 4.5 botiled
them ug.

Cuir Infantry, the Liverpeels, ded magnificent work in breaking up [rontal
attacks and were with diffeculty prevented fram mizing it up generally with
the enemy bottled up in the hollow,

Altkough the Artillery was firing all day leng from barely concealed positions,
little or po damiage whs dons bo us. Randam shots landed Frequently witkin
our positiors the 80 pounders ard 4.5 Howitzers being particularly unback
im thas respect, but throughout the whele day we Fad only cne ensualty, u.'hi.-ei:
fortunately was very slight. A Beavy thumderstorm at about 9 pom. was
aceepted by both sides as the "Ztand Down® rignal and afeer it bad passed over
we took stock of cur pesition,  Summarizing the warius reports we found thes
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teo all Intents and purposes our position was unchanged, Rillets were more
sciree, amd defences slightly weakemed but our casualties were negligible.
whereas the enemy had soffered an actual counted loss of 66 killed apd 38
baken priscaiers,

The following day was quict ared 1 decided to take advirtage of it to divide
p our eggs, the foolisheess of having them al in awe basket having been
praved to me in the May Day Show. Accordingly the left section was with-
drawn to the newly prepared river position slightly i rear of our main defenses,
This wae the best artillery position we had yet occupied fram every pomt of
view and m the few remaining shows in which we wers to take part, the guns
in thix position were able 2o du all that was required of them withoot the Fun
fear of the position being loeated by the enemy.

On May Sth the second phase of the May Dy Hattle took place and con-
tinwed, an Artillery Dhiel, lrom dawn to dusk with Ba resalt either way urless
we may accept &8 an inclication of victory the fact that the Bolo morale was
worn so thin that he eeuld rot press an attack hooe,

Deserters, of whom nambers drifted into our lines and even wandered back
to Ust Vags 2o sarrender themselves, told of most claborate plars for cancerted
attacks which had been broken up in ane case by the lecation and sileneing
of one of their hatteries by our artillery (a Ruke) ared in ancther case by wur
chance shalling of their sassembly poink. This appareatly had proeven the last
straw for reparts all indicated that all kape of shifting us F':um tke M., position
was then given up. As a grand Rasle to the day's excitemsent the mest msr.
vellous whirlwind pip-squeak bombardnent was put an against w, The thing
wad 0 sudden, so surprising in every woy that it is a great wonder that disaster
ta us did mat follow, At about .30 or 10 pum. when the light had almost
gone ard when wil were of the opinion thar "ceare Fre' had hees generally
ordered we heard a succession of whistles, discharges and, immediately after.
detonations of light stuff up in the tree-tops all around us. Going Forward
to the crest in fromt of sur posttion to sse what was happening, we eoulsd juast
dimly see twe barges cutlined from time to time by the vellowish glare caused
by abeat eight feld guns firing for all they were worth from I:Eur-.l.u hinrgee.
T{‘e}' had come so far down the river that when they opened their range was
koo shert for the shells to be effective and after our Brat surprise had worn
off it was amusing to watch and listen to the veritable kel of notse these guns
were cousing.  The show lasted about twenty minutes till & 106 fuse HLE.
from Martin's "Bull® caused them to scutthe back up the river as fast os darkness
and thesr tugs would let them.

Although we comsidered it quite probable that they might try the stunz
agnin in conjuration with an infantry attack, nothing happened amd when on

F'I'lll.'l' :Itll"ll H.M5 ':-.-.J'il'-kl'lr afil Cicala with our old Fr:.rﬂl‘l Commarsler "ﬁhrl':'_lf,
vr "Shack® in charge of the latter, arrived we didn't care whether 8 bundred
barges came down the river,

The arrival of the navy was the beginning of the end as lar &5 our woek in
the ¥aga Columa was concerned. For almost immedintely, that is an May
|2tk and 14th, Russian personme] reported to the Colamn to take over from us.

On the éah, the right eection handed sver ite guns to the Russiars and
with exception of ene ar two men per subsection whe remained behind to help
the Rassiuna for o day or two, they were withdrawn to Ust Vaga.

[t having been thought sdvissble to let the Russians, Infamtry amd Artillery,
put on & show while Alhed troops were still there to give them backing, a show
was arrunged and successfully carried aut o the 20th,  This resulted in capture
of 20 and 69 O.R., and m the killing of at least 22 of the eremy, "Shack”
also took part with the *Cicala® in this show and nearly gor stranded on & bar
rear Kitsa lor his danng.

The right and centre sections and the 4.5 baving been relieved by Russians,
the Battery Headquarters moved to Ut Vags on the 25th, and on the Tth,
Lirut, Martie and his crew whe bad been with us sinee our darkest days in
Malavs Vistafka and whe were looked wpon ae part of the battery, were recalled
o the Dvime Foree ta i‘f-ljl'li.l'l their own unit hey teok with them the sincere
oo wishes of all and | kape Fell that the wonderful werk they had done whals
with us had been Fully apprecinted,

The left section was withdrawn to Ust Vaga on the 28th, and the following
day at lip-n'h the 6Bth held & Battery parade for the first time since October
Bth. A football, "soceer” game was plpa]-'ed in the svening against the Rayal
<eots, whe much i their surprise were defeated at their own game by the
Canccks.  "Shorty" Ress of Rl:l: cook house stalf peoduced the laughs of the
game while Halliday, ne back, produced the thrills.

The nest few days were spent in getting kit ready [or embarkation, stores
ard equipment ready to turn in to Ordnance and in sarting out and dispesing
of our hiorses,

The arrival on June dth, of an extravs pantly decorated staff of the relieving
infantry cleared away all doubts about relief, and exotement knew o bounds.

The 67th, who had assembled st Piands, had forwarded & very confident
challenge to us to play cutdoor ball, so the 68th team was Limbered up, the
challenge accepted, and the team sent to Planda to de batile,

The game took placs in the evening of June 5th, and | am sorry to have 1o
record that the 87th team was not in owr class, The fnal score was 14 (o 2
in [avor of the 68tk Battery.

Pope Faustysight
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A Britsh Mountain Battery long aver due, arrived on the oth, and with
them the new Columm CR.A. who an taking aver. released s from further
responstbihity in Vaga Column Artillery troukiles,

Sa, after kolding & fnal parade, at which Lieot.-Col, Paigownt, M.C.. spoke
to 133 sbaut the wark we had done for him while he comamanded the Caolumn,
we rande Bnal preparatsans for departure and at 3 amm. e Juee Tth, left
Llsz ¥aga ea raute for Archangel and home.

OF cur trip to Beresnik and Fianda, where we joined the rest of the Brigade.
sl of the lazy, tiressene, mosqeito plagued tnip down to Archangel little can
be said  Wo were on o way hoene apd all else mattered little

But before we leave Rusaia altogether. | would wdd a word in direct coa-
nection with cur expessences there,

First of all. Mo Amer group of men. no finer Battery, ever supparted a
Battery Commander in any theatre of war

Secondly, po Battery Commander was ever mare loyally supported under
gonditions as trying as could well be imagined ; corslitions which i.'-ll-|b€| far
utneaat trast, endurance, and strength of character ; conditiora whien almaost
leurly made Battery esprit de corps mare impessible, Yot the Battery
apirit im the enrd ailed and when the Brigade again paraded in Englanc,
the 6eh was as defmitely o Battery as the Brigade wias o unit snd [ thank |
can safely say that the dey | suid good-bye te my Battery on the deck at Liver.
poal wi:li-r lonked back upon by every man in the Battery with ss much regret
as it b6 by theie Battery Commander.

We had volusteered for unknown work m a strange land where el
eonditions prevaile

We bore hardship together, seeepted new experiences together, and stood
tagether under corditions 1o adverse & to be simast hopeless.

But after all i3 said and dome we enjoyed our experiences and will long
rememiber our sojourn with the NREF. Bot Resiin will slways mean a
great deal to us becamse—Capt. O A, Mowat, M.C. Cpl, Worthington,
Balr, Dawic Freser, and Dr. Russell did not return,

EXHIBIT *F"

RAILWAY FRONT

On discmbarking from the "Porto” at Archangel. & party of three officers,
pwenty gunners and six telephonists were dzllli‘ir:d from the reinforcement
party to take over an armored train on the railway froat then manned by a
detschment of Bayal Marines,

The party were taken to the frant in the daily sepply trair, a distance of
about VY verses, Very little eounld be seen of any wliages as the ratlway ran
through demsely timbered land nat unlice pares of aur northern country.

Om arrival at the Headguarters of the front at "Oberzerkaya.” it was foapd
that the armored train wae under the command of 2 naval oficer, Commander
Young, and thet anly ame afficer and the guaners were to report to kim, the
balarce of the party te report o the OHA

Thie waim consasted of, hest, & ek car with send bag maching gun emplace-
menit followed by an American pattern cosl car with an 18 poander and mackine
guns, the loeomaotive (wood burring ) which bad some preterse of being armorel,
a second ceal car with two small naval pieces and machine gums. Thia con-
stituted the Gghting train, while in rear were the officers and men's quarters
amd mess snd katchen cors,

The party at once cemmenced to get things in shape and econ bad the train
wirgd and protecied with sand bags to the Eﬁ‘l:ﬂ exfent.

The other artillery comisted of & second train with an 18 pounder marmed
by a detachment af Palish offcers, & 155 Ma. Howitzer manned by Russian
gunmers and & Ruosstan navel gon manmed by three British Sergeants,

The rant sk this tisme was on the edge of an open smiaskeg which was inspas-
suble, except an the extrame left where our patrels alter many attempts faund
a why pournl.  Previsus ba our arrival, an altorpt was made Lo take the Bola
posikion which was in the edge af Lhe woods an the opposite side of the mieakeg.
beat the attsck Failed

After an autpost had been established an the very edge of the muskeg and
known positions registered an attack was plamned for October 140k,

On the 13th & party consistang of 2 Platoors of Fremch and I Platoons of
Arnericar [m:u;.r::.:E:I arcupd the muskez to attack the Bolo from the rear.

O the ldth the Artillery opened up on the Bale positions and after firing
for some time the armared train went forward and fired with open sights
ot Bole parties,

The attack wos & complote surprise amd we kept the Bale an the run for
three days, The train did very elfective work in driving hack the Bale trains
and direct hits were reported.  Progress was delayed by his burning the bridges
and Blowing up the track as he retired. Our ohjective was a I-i-*li-l'lﬂ. ahoisk
twelve versts in advance and was obtaired oo the thied day, and beld during
the time e were on the froat.

From October 17th to Movember dth, improvesments were made in the
positians and cutside clashes of patrols and intervals of dwlling things were
wsually quiet.,

Paje Feorfp-nige
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On MNovember 4th, the Bolo attacked our positions, coming down in the
wonds alang the railway asid attacking from the Rank. Fortunately, they
were heard ip the woods and the mnchine gurmers withdrew to the opposite
elde of the river and waited for them to a r i the open.  The train did
good work in shelling this Nask and the |mri||)i:1.: gurners Gnashed the jab,

An outpost had been built in the roof of one of the station buildirgs from
which the Eﬂn line could be observed, this building was in plain view of the
Balo and it was always wondered why he bad not destroved it by ahell fire.

It was mat unti! the end of December, when sn sktack |:|!.' s had bieen called
wff IJ1hl_J1¢ eventually cpened up on it and registered twelve direct hits in as
many mingtes.

Gireat diﬁlrul]_\' wae experienced in q:l-l:rnh'nf the traing om the single track.
nnd the locmmotives ware constantly in need of fuel and water very often due
to the Russian engine crew's desire for & change of positien, These men were
neast I:l\-'-l.]hl- to be relied on, a8 en cne occasion, o crew ran their engine up the
line at Full speed and emashed into the sleeping cars of & detachment of Russisn
gunners maoning a 155 Howitzer. The cars were s total wreck, the majorty

Page £ i_rl:r

aof the gunners were injured. The armored train which wae stationed  just
in front of these cars had a very narraw escape but was able to get under way
before the impact.

Ab a later date there ware some French gunmers added to the Armillery with
73 Mm., Howitzers mounted an care. Due to misunderstanding of ceders,
there was 2 collison between their train and the armered train in which Licut,
Evans marrowly escaped being erughed

The gumners on this front did excellent work apd by their willingness did
much to kesp things going.

At the Headguarters' siding everything possibie wies done to shorten Lhe
larng evenings and by Christres even Mary Pickford wae to be azen on the
creen imoa fair s fzed Eall,

Early in [anuary, orders were received o proceed to Seletskor to join the
left sectson of the 68th and ta move on with them ts Dvina Force.

The party went back to Oberserkaya by train and the nest day sleighs
H!'tr::;'l-'i-dh:l for kits and the start an a three day hike of sevemty add versts
was E,



HONOURS

BRITISH HOMOURS

C.M.G.
Col, C, H. L, Skarman, C.BE.

BAR TO [AL50.
Major F. F. Arneldi, 2,50,

MILITARY CRO3S
Capt. W, |. Bradshaw
Capt. 0 A Mowat (deceased)
Lisut. J. 5, MeHae

1L D, Winslow

* ., Roberts

F .5 MNewton

n5C Evans

BAR TO DUCM.
2618 Bdr. W, Barkett, 12,000,

42253 BSM. A. Frame, DUC M, MM

D.C.M.

ATEIR Dwve, W, Birkett

M7 A Sgr. F, ). Frape

474738 Sqt. W, F. Armatrong
12 Cpd, . Wheeler

E7933 Cpl, K. L. Seaman
2100340 Se. |, M. Jerdan

4103 B.5.M. T, Thompkimsea

43800 Sgi. ©, D), Winegard

B5697 Bdy, C. H, Calwell

BAR TO MM

42860 Sgt. . A. Beddow, MM,
80076 Bdr. L. W, Dippell, MM,

Page Fifiy-om

MM,

335115 Sig, R. A. Dunbar
23743 Gar. F. Meehan
A1 7 W Maowell
B340 7 Y | Cunnunglesire

Hias ¥ T, Malomey
1250730 5ig- A E. Halladay
415400 Sig. W, M. Diowling
01697 Sar. E. R. Skalfe
105601 Cpl. P. L. Debnew
LR G, T, ). O"Cannell
1580 Bdr, . M. Croclostt
1251 Beet Cnr. . Robertzon
W4N248 Diwr. G Walters
53 Cne. W, Perryman
335057 Cnr. . McLesn
40060 Sig. |, P. Breiter
00T Cpl. T. B. Greaves
05 Dve. W, |, Donahae
41445 5gt. A, 5 Hicks
40185 S, W. G Higgins
5605 Cpl. W, Hughes
Y0744 Bdr. ). A, Frapci
S0E3T9 Cne. C. C. Cordell
3288 Gnr, C. 8 Wilsan
045T9 A Bdr. W O, Cook
41450 Gr, G F. Atherton
L565T Gor. . W Murphy
154756 Sag. W, R, Harrison
62T Sg D W, Buchanan
518388 Gne. F. C. French
4153 Dwr. M. Kennedy
&7150 Bdr. L. Armitage
&5988 Sgt. E. Marshman
42091 Divr. C, Haimer
315949 Sgt. C. A, Hughes
42513 Diwy. G. Worthingtan
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C.F.A.

M5
42050 BOM.5. W, Rucdge
8424 RE,M. T. Hewntt
F W. G. Fisher
F E

42944 F /5,
#0¥ F'5gt. E. Dunford

RUSSIAN HONOURS

ORDER OF 5T, APOSTOLIC AND GRAND DUKE VLADIMIR

[dh Ulass with Swordes and Bow)
Cal, C, HAL *Sharman. C.B.E,
Muajor W, L, Flede, D050,

OELER OF 5T, ANNE
Capt. 1. A, Broce, MLC. {3rd Class)
Lieut. J. Ov. Winslow, M.C. {3rd Clase)
Capt. 'W. ]. Bradehew, BT, (Grd Clase)
f. A Gilliz, M.C. (%rd Class)
A, McCauslard, M.C. {3rd Class)
F. H. Cale {3rd Class)
H. ¥, Sebwalm (3rd Class)
T. H. Hungerford {3rd Clas)
W. J. Hollidey (3rd Class)

ORDER OF 5T. 3TAMIZELAS

F. F. Arnoldi, D.5.0. ilm:l Class)
W. C. Hyde, D.5QO, (Ind Class)
P el (I Cn:::lh-.ar {3rd Clasa)
W. F. L. Edwards (3rd Class)
5. C. Evars, M.C. gird Class)
G. W. Hague {3rd Cluss)

LSE anunkh?' {3rd Class}

W E O W o

kil

I

k.
1]
5 =f

BlcHee, M.C. (3rd Class)
5. Newton, M.C, (3rd ﬂi.u'jl
CRW Pq:mnu {?rd Class)
. Roberts, MC, (3rd Class)
 E L. Wetmore (3rd Class)

LI BB - - B B B B

Fage Fiigelam

ST..GEORGE'S CROSS

85471 Bdr. K. & Welker, tith
#7292 Egt. H. M. Taykr, 67th
49764 Bdr. E. A. [ngram, 6fth
85988 Sgt. E. Marshmen, 68tk
42253 B.5.M. A, H. Frame, &ih
5605 Cpl. W. Hughes, &8th
4R1ET Ginr. E. G, Kepr, tdth
43790 A Cpl. AL R 'ﬂl'ln.‘gqrd 65th
AT Gar. T Cre

2375 Cpl. W. P. ﬂauy Bk

ET. GEORCE'S MEDAL
125951 Bde. [b. ). Marrs, 67eS
42601 Cer. C. Huimer, 67tk

301550 Cpl. E. . Peto, 67th

§5009 Cpl. Fer. D. M, Sipp, 67th
W95 Whe. |. McMaseer, &Fth
Y12 Ovr. H. AL B, Wond, S8tk

28 Diwr. H. Stewart, d#th
130829 Sig. L W. McCaw, 68th
2000 G, ). M. Watsnm, 68ch
116845 Bdr. G. E, Windsar, 68th

MEDAL OF 5T. STANISLAS (st Class)
5424 RLEM. T. Hewitt, Headquarters

MEDAL OF ST. ANNE (2nd Class)
42119 5/5gt, I, Farsyth, Headgoarters

MEDAL OF 3T. STANISLAS (ind Class)

I0EED A Sgr. . A, 1, Wicks, Headeizarters
I A S, M, 1. E. Hodsan, Hesdguarters
310 Sig. C. V. Wabters, Headgquartess



NOMINAL ROLL

OFFICERS, N.C.0.'S and
MEN, 16th BRICADE,
HEADQUARTERS, C.F.A.
Gt T, H, 1,.5|:||.1|11l.|l|, L EuL

Lok, iwCapt. Brisce, M
J.Iluil_ A E v ?lthmr:
Capt. A, Mctuustaind, MC.
Lieut. T. H. Husaerfard
Cagt. H. V. Schwslm,

€2111% Adr. Forayth,
B3 Gar, Irchand. ©, W,

A5 Dhr, Crowwell, F,
HES D

1 ] Dévr. Bichertsos, | V.
1% G Parker, F
PGl G, McDunald. E. &
430 Gar, Wian, © R
Y60 Car, Wicks, E. &
1557587 Gar, Jahnsgoe W
141756 Sig Weweoit, [ R
ZIMET Ty lage, 1 ﬂ &
2IIS5A2 Sng ||l:¢r. .
EENDS St Melean W (LKLY
1575 Deer. Turmar, H
SOTES Dhr, Caary, E
F5P4 Dier. e, i
| 250891 Sig. Baker, C
TINHST Sy, LaBel, A. M.
WA Sy, Pesmon W E
IS g E"L"EF H'-E"
THIARTY i UFCE
750820 Sig Fervis, R._
A5 g, Watters, C. ¥
4 HME Dvx. Bryan, © 1L
A Gor, Kezh H
MM Dha Sean. A W,
yae2 Sig Vings. R, D,
1131499 Sig F|-1I11nlrn. F. L.
DR S, Pugh,
HHIE Garr. Laruy. 5
AlT2 Erﬂ |'|l'|lrl:|.r:i..'i_l. H,
STHRF Liwr, Walbgy, §, R
s 5404 B.5, M, Hewtt, T l_-;ll..-|.3_|n.-|::
1300 Grer. Handoesan, )
MTE ASgr Fragee. [ ) (T0C ML

IEWMOS A, Lawsen, F.3
(030403 A/ Arme

.'Fﬂ Land
FAIA Teer. Hamley. 5.
31T Gar LaC happstle. B
b A Sest, Reaten, ﬂ' L
¥in & Spt, Caldeny, C
235704 Gar. DNpomarr. IL1
15 A S Melaliam, ?
FI5AEY ey, Bell, &'
HAENG Trer f‘.'.l.'.'mu.h.l'- LR
ihi".ﬁ‘ﬂﬁ Chy, Frshaca
LE50S Car, Gesld '.li-
2105315 Sig. Myles, F N
Tipadd Sig MaConmell K 5
3124 FII!. O Danratl. | V.
M| Doer, Berrpan, |
T Cir, Davie, il
;il]':lll Eh-r E.IIJI.IH H.

F451 40 I'|r|r Mﬁlum T. B

MWIF Gar, McDenald. &

AWML Gai, Soe ple. & A,
VEITINE S Pem 1.

L --

335015 I.".nr Dunbsr, B A, (MM
F&i#7 Cinr. Halgenns, B, M :
TIOOSAI B, Jeedas, |, M. (DC ML)
F o El: |1-1-m. o3,
HEEM G d

SPs1A E.u- L'|rk-|.' ADUC ML & Bar)
Ta50a5T Der. E||J|1u||. a, T

0T ke, Forerer, ML B,

149 Gor, Hudsan, M. . C.
§63311 Dwvr. King, J, ¥

ESEST Do, Morphy. _| R
00 Dhva B &R
164950 Drer, Radgers J F.
VI Cerr, Thomgssn, 5 A&
L4519 Cizr. Turrer, L M,

S3ds Ger, Bautwell, T 1-
B Gor, Clark, W B
PEEMATY Ty, 'FrJrl-'l-lln_ll L.
L4358 Deer. Koormoy W,
#1E Cnr. Lavee W, F
Qs Gar MedulEe, D V.
S4B Deyr. Pennick, 5.
LAY her, Seuass, | W R
LIl Der. Thampson. T, A

67TH BATTERY, C.F.A.

Mujer F. Arnsldie. D50
';..IHI A, Cllis, pAC
ﬁr.l.ll.l.hlw LY

|

W

. R.

¥. L {'r-.nlJ-':.'.
" F

'C

EEL
'_r-,;'r_"un:-.E

Fr e H&H Frami _.'. H.
41845 Sgi. Hehs. & .
dIiJE Byl Armstreng., WL F.
Mrostroog. 1. B
'1:"']5"] B, Rudge
4iFHIS h L'lurluri. E-
A LH By 5|l: 1 lig
Wl Sge, Taylor, H M,
JEFR Sgt, Msrdaman, E
150eF Sgr, Hughee ©. A,
ilﬂiﬁlim Boza. F, Ii
MM L pl, Ouiker, G.
pl.'llullll-:l:. T
F i

Le .'r.ﬁ}'n

=
=
-
3
=
[l
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=
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4y 1]
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- F
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Fofty-thran

#5471 Ihde, Walker. K. A
MG Bide, Franea, |- A
I Gar. Mo, &,

41819 Cnr. Avslerion. . R,

11454 Car, Atkerion. . |

1250983 Dr. Azndprann, £ I
2500 Gre, Ackerman, M,

BHSl e, Baker, 5
#1130 Dwr, Basudoin. ',
BE60 Y . Pennett. | T.
4319794 G, [h--'l:m. F.
LM E Gir. B, H.
sias4 v, Boyee, Jwi'-'
HEIAE Gor. Brooks.
MATMIE Dwr, Durges, &, T,
WG Gir, Ban . F.
Inaials Tiey, Freckiabune, B,
T158T3EY D, Beenmn,
ATENE Lar. |.'i|:|1'u|| &, F.

#2805 Comp, Blarwea
45320 Dvr. Ball, -I'I 'ﬂ-
A0 Doer |:||I|lrr|l.n _r
S301 Dwr. Bapes Fo
JO20 |8 o, Bicketr, W,
2rei il Gre, Bramsadaln, B

PROE Ciw. Carpeniss, F-
SHEE G, Cing llare, OL
| 36l | & Drer. Charmashowe. T, H.
13617 Deer. Chareos, T
RS0 Dwr. Clark. E. 1.
T 1% Drww, Clireh. 0.
Bl45 Dir, Cleeags 1.
HA15E] Car. Cowte, H.
B850 D I:.IJIIII“ B,
TR G, Cordell. ©, C.
MHH ‘hp Crshaad, P. E.
Eher. I'.l.lnn.mlﬁ'\-rn,. -
Eq.i'l]l Dhr. Ul ' 18-
:I-[IHH! E.I: Fun".'rll.ll;? L5
Tl Fo RiriedE, .,
252000 Dryr, Cavanaugs, & W

TEN420 Dwvr. Davidage, F. P

.D.!Hbl I:!'-r. Muawidsca, w.
Sig: Dwwsan, ]I L

3”“53 Sig, Dichean,

1261 P55 Lh-: Dheistetie l.'.': 5

SIS Dwe, Dhveglan, F
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130420 Cnr. Dwie, J. M
Ao D, Davis, .

[T s ':rl-r Digriny, 1,
135015 Gine. Dunbes, H. &
B Caw, Edgae,

I Coonar, El-l-lgl k. H,
2507 D, Erclses, F. L
1250040 Dz, Fmguace, F. Lo
34 Car. Ficld, .
(it n-.-.- F.lll:!. ‘n :
AMi AR Dy, Finniges, G

THAT Dwr. Fours, W H.,
A4 Cer. Freat W. 5L
ApseA Y Deey, FHlILJhi I

1-I-5H:l Cere, Gammen :
, Dedim, A.
lIIIJ'I.I.J Cher. Caveter, I'.. AR
4| a1t The l'_'.-l.'hm. I\
ATe5rT Sig, Caeen, A.
334310 Cmr, Grender
341995 Dive. Cihman, L‘
S D, Hl.:Llr_. iR
450 Dive, Flainer, C

115 Sig. Hurneen, &

H15TH Dwe. Hennassy, I'_'.]l.

I B En.r.'l‘lu'm,é. H
T e, Holases. o, T3
201 Sy, Marn C. I,
I Dhr, Herrisan, G

i Dhve, Huwithoene, T, W.

i ol
I Sug gm0, By
335007 Deer, lowin, .

MHHET Gnr. lahmon, T L

HIHGT Drer. Kayas, . A,
FRHAEY e, Kebey, ). 5B

#0ET Lne, Langy, |.
WA D Latres, A
#1374 D, Lackey. b, H

2303500 D, Lawas, W, G
A Cor- Lol &
KT 'l
2R 'Gnr Liirsi, M, P,
Gnr. Livaay, P,

WA e, hi.inl-ﬁrl-'l C i,
S

E

:
F¥
£z
¥
ol

S ppad C.n.n Mw--. If.'. A
2i5Tedab Dy, Morrgy, G, ).

Eifné Cnor. Maloray, ©.
20 Sig. Afettlemwi, K. F.
AN S Ry Fﬁh!. F _H
Jilaid D MeCormich, L.
341430 Dy, MeGalay, C. E.
18030 Cer. BMchoay, A 1.
&80T Cnr, Mel e, P,
I.Hl?*l_l Cowr. Melead. W,
ST Wal el Munyar, I
YRASET Dear, Keor, |. W,
WIR e, Fll.:Dllul.rl._J!
T o, PleCalliom, T
2HES Sig. MiComnall, w_ 5.
1 Caw, Mcizliflg, Ik *
S0l Gy, Bl G i3
] Cor, UCoseer, E, .
H?.i.‘]:l- Diwe, Oy, E. W,
FIRES Doy, Do, ], W
MG Dy, Ohaar, &L
Sibr Dhr, Ogar, B, &,
RTEN Dsr. Pasker, IE-J.ll.

m

IEIGRI Deer T"ukrr
2k

! Ceer, Paa F
S Deer. I"'l.l!hlnnll 1'
184347 Drr. Pearsedn M. A
IR ES Dvwr. ol W 1.
17 Sag. Parter, 1,

AN RY !.'hlr Peweell, L
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