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Foreword 
Canada did not officially declare war on Germany until 10 September 1939, however the 85th 

Heavy Battery, 15th (Vancouver) Coast Brigade, RCA received their warning order at 0400 on 26 August 

1939. At 0800 the Battery was given 72 hours to prepare for the move to Yorke Island. 

 

Yorke Island is a small islet located off of the north end of Hardwicke Island in the south end of 

Johnstone Strait. It occupies a choke point in the Johnstone Strait where all vessels travelling from the 

north to Vancouver must pass. The island consists of 39 hectares of wooded hilly terrain with a 

maximum height of about 30 meters. Considered the back door invasion route to Vancouver during 

World War II, Major B.C.D. Treatt, Royal Artillery, included a coastal artillery installation on the island in 

his report after his tour in 1936.  

 

Treatt's recommendation was adopted by the Canadian government in 1936 and work was 

initiated in late 1937. By July 1938, two Quick Firing (Q.F.) 4.7-inch guns had been mounted and test 

firing carried out. Due to restraints in the purchase of new weapons, these guns were taken from 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, where they had last been calibrated for wear of their barrels in April 1914. 

 

By July 1938 two Quick Firing (Q.F.) 4.7-inch guns had been mounted and test 

firing carried out. Once installed, the guns were secured and maintained by a small detachment of 

Permanent Force gunners from Esquimalt on a six-month tour of duty. 

On the evening of the 28th, Capt. F.W. Guernsey, three other officers and fifty-two men boarded  

the H.M.C.S. Comox, which slipped its lines at 2100 hours. At 1000 hours the next morning, the ship 

arrived dockside at Yorke Island. 

 

The following War Diary records the days spent on Yorke Island until 1945 when the final 

soldiers departed and the Department of National Defence began the dismantling of the guns and 

accomadation. the format of letters and message has been replicated to some extent with messages 

mostly in uppercase and shaded yellow while are in new times roman and shade grey. Not all messages 

have dates and their position in the paper is estimated. Complete Part I Orders are only provided for the 

first of each month due to their repetitiveness of names and duties. Other excerpts from Part I Orders  

are provided based on their importance.  

 

Enjoy the read! 

 

Leon Jensen OMM CD 

President 

Vancouver Artillery Association 

www.vancouvergunners.ca 

 

 

 

  

http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/
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Organization 
The 15th (Vancouver) Coast Artillery Brigade, RCA consisted of three batteries – the 31st Heavy 

Battery, 58th Heavy Battery and the 85th Heavy Battery. The 31st was responsible for the Stanley Park 

Fort at Ferguson point; the 58th manned the guns at Point Grey and the 85th were sent to Yorke Island.  

Yorke Island was alos home to elements of the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve, 10th Fortress 

Signals Company; "C" Coy 2nd (MG) Battalion Canadian Scottish Regiment and the 5th Troop 3 

Searchlight Battery. 

Members of the Battery were rotated with the soldiers of the other Batteries in Vancouver. This 

was done on an individual basis to avoid the administrative work of trabsferring the battery from one 

location to another. 

Command of the Battery was vested in the Battery Commander, a Major. There was discussion 

as to if that command authority extended to the other elements, such as the Naval communicators, on 

the island. 

 

Ordnance 
 

4.7-Inch Quick Firing Mark IV "B" Gun on Mark III Garrison Carriage 
Two of these guns were originally mounted at Yorke 

Island at the beginning of World War II and 

subsequently traded with the 6" guns at Stanley Park. 

There history goes back even further than that, as 

they were originally mounted at Halifax Nova Scotia 

and were given to Canada on the handover of the 

Halifax Fortress in 1905.Their rate of fire was ten 

rounds per minute by day and eight by night. Maximum range was 11,800 yards although the effective 

range with automatic sights was usually half of that. 

 

6-Inch Breach Loading Mark VII Guns on Mark II(L) Garrison Mounting 
At the beginning of World War II, three of these guns 

were mounted at Point Grey and two were at Stanley 

Park. These guns were were deemed obsolete by the 

late thirties but there was little prospect of receiving 

upgrades in the near future so they were quickly 

moved out from Halifax and from Quebec City where 

they had been installed since the World War I.  

The maximum range was 12,000 yards and the weight of the shell was 100 lbs 
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